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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1954 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LATIN AMERICA, OF THI 
Houser SELect ComMMiItTtTEr To INVESTIGATE 
CoMMUNIST AGGRESSION AND THE FORCED 
INCORPORATION OF THE Batic Srares In'ro rue U.S.S. R., 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to eall, at 11:20 a. m., House 
Office Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Patrick J. Hillings (chair 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

President: Messrs. Hillines, Bentley, and Feighan. 

Also present: Patrick MeMahon, consultant to committee. 

Mr. Hinuines. The committee will come to order. rhe Subcom- 
mittee on Communist Penetration of the Western Hemisphere of the 
Select Committee on Communist Ageression will begin a series of 
hearings today to delve into the situation in Guatemala, and the events 
in Guatemala in the past 10 years. The committee is composed of 
Congressman Bentley of Michigan, Congressman Feighan of Ohio, 
who is sitting in as a member of the subcommittee in place of Con 
eressman Dodd of Connecticut, who is unable to be present for these 
hearings. 

At the opening of these hearings, I should like, in behalf of the 
committee, to stress our belief in the importance of Latin America 
to the security of the United States, and our deep « ‘oncern at the per- 
sistent efforts of the Kremlin to ee ne in the atlairs of our neigh- 
boring republics. While these hearings will concentrate chiefly on 
the recent developments in Guatemala, the preliminary investigations 
conducted by my self and members of the committee staff reveal con- 
clusive evidence that Guatemala was simply one phase in a Communist 
conspiracy to gain control, first, of all Central America, then the 
Cambbean area and finally all of Latin America. Our preliminary 
investigations also revealed, conclusively, that the Kremlin has made 
astounding headway in this conspiracy. 

Since the end of the war, the people of the United States have seen 
one nation after another in Europe and Asia pass into the control of 
Moscow. Recent evidence Snéltiidiad that the free world is faced with 
the possibility that southeast Asia may be lost through Communist 
tactics of subversion and military action. The possibility of the loss 
of southeast Asia increases the strategic importance of Latin America. 

In peace and in war, this Nation has relied on southeast Asia for 
numerous raw materials essential to our industrial production. 
Nearly all of the materials that we now obtain in bulk from southeast 
Asia can be obtained from Latin America. 
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Therefore, it is my firm belief that Latin America is important to 
the U2 ited States, not only because of its strategic FeOLT: aphic: al loca- 
tion, right next door to us, but also as an increasingly important source 
of vital raw materials. 

Within the past 4 months I have made 2 trips to Latin America to 
study conditions there. Shortly before the revolution in Guatemala, 
I visited that country when it was under the control of a Communist 


government. I also visited Mexico, Fl Salvador, and Honduras. 
I have just recently returned iene a second trip to the newly liber- 
ited co mntry of Guatemal a and then down to P anama, Chile, Argen- 


tina, and Brazil. I found evidence of increasing Sis of the 
Communist conspirators all through Latin America. 

Che most in spiring event to all of us who have been concerned : 
the rapid spread of Moscow’s oo during the past several years 
was the recent revolution led by President Carlos Castillo Armas in 
Guatemala. It is the first eae aan for the West since the 
battle for Greece. It is the first time that the democratic forces 
within any nation were able to overthrow a Communist government, 
once it had been established in power. 

Nevertheless, it would be a tragic mistake for us in the United 
States to assume the situation in Guatemala has been finally resolved 
in our favor. The Communists regard Castillo’s revolution as merely 
a temporary setback. President Castillo’s government is now faced 
W ith an exceedingly oOTave economic problem. 

As he, himself, will testify, the economy of his country has been 
seriously weakened by years of Communist misrule. When they real- 
ized that defeat was inevitable, the Communists destroyed thousands 
of essential government records in an effort to make it difficult for the 
new government to operate efficiently. I was reliably informed that 
the new government has been unable to even meet its federal payrolls. 
Thousands of workers have not been paid in months. There is a 
serious unemployment situation. Two weeks ago the Communists 
began staging a series of hunger strikes among the unemployed in 
Guatemala. 

There is another extremely explosive factor that came to our atten- 
tion. A substantial portion of the $10 million arms shipment from 
Poland to Guatemala, shortly before the revolution, has never been 
recovered by the new government. It has been reliably estimated that 
approximately 30,000 rifles, revolvers, and light machineguns were 
turned over to Cruz Wer, chief of police under the Communist govern- 
ment. It is known that Cruz Wer distributed these weapons among 
the Communist labor leaders and they have never been located. These 
are enough weapons to equip 2 full divisions of 15,000 men apiece. 
It is believed that these arms are hidden in caches throughout the 
country and will be used by the Communists to arm the workers for 
an attempted counterrevolution whenever they feel the time is appro- 
priate. President Castillo is urgently in need of immediate economic 
and financial assistance from the United States to help his government 
meet this emergency. I am sure that this assistance will be forth- 
coming. 

Every country in Latin America, and millions of people behind 
the Iron Curtain, are watching to see what the United States will 
do to help the democratic forces in Guatemala. It would be a major 
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disaster if Guatemala, after shaking off the grip of Moscow and 
returning to the free world, should, out of disillusionment or neglect, 
slide back into Communist control. 

At the beginning of these hearings we will play a type recording 
of the testimony before this committee of ? resident Castillo Armas. 
This testimony resulted from an interview that the President granted 
to this chairman on Se ptember 6 in Guatemala City. It was recorded 
on ti pe at the President’s residence on Se ptembe er 11 for the purpose 
of being officially ine orpor: ated in the committee’s record. 

We will hear the t testimony of President Castillo Armas of Guate- 
mala. We have distributed to the members of the committee the 
mimeographed full text of the President’s statement together with 
the questions put by the chairman of this subcommittee. If it is diffi- 
cult hearing the tape recording you can follow it in the transcript 
which you have before you. 

I might add, too, that so far as I know, members of the committee, 
this is the first time that a chief of state has testified before a com- 
mittee of the Congress. 


TESTIMONY OF CARLOS CASTILLO ARMAS, PRESIDENT OF 
GUATEMALA 


Mr. Hiiuines. Mr. President, the committee extends its fullest 
appreciation to you for making this statement. It is a rare and 
unusual honor to have the chief of a sovereign state testify before 
a committee of the United States Congress. The purpose of our 
hearing is to inform the Congress of the United States, and the 
people of the American Republics, of the efforts of the Communist 
conspiracy, directed from Moscow, to intervene in the affairs of 
Western Hemisphe re governments. 

Your nation, Mr. President, has a unique distinction. It is the only 
country that has broken free from Communist rule, once the shackles 
of the Kremlin had been firmly secured. You were the leader of the 
movement that freed your nation. We are sure that you will have 
much valuable information for this committee, and that your state- 
ment here will provide hope for the enslaved people of Europe and 
Asia, who now live under the Communist yoke. 

President Castitio. Well, before answering your question I will 
explain that I cannot speak English very well. But in order that the 
United States people know my voice I am going to try answering in 
English. 

Mr. Hriu1Nes. Mr. President, I am sure that the people of the 
United States will understand and appreciate your courtesy. 

President Castti10. It is an honor for me to address my remarks 
to the Congress and people of the United States. In behalf of my 
people, I thank you for the privilege. Please rest assured of our 
fullest cooperation in the fight to make the Western Hemisphere secure 
from Communist aggression. We in Guatemala know only too well, 
the bitter price of Communist rule. I know you agree with me when 
I say that we must never again allow the Kremlin to control the affairs 
of an American nation. 

Mr. Hires. Thank you, Mr. President. Now, with your permis- 
sion I will submit a few questions, for the purpose of enlightening the 
United States Congress and people as to what happened in Guatemala. 
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First, Mr. President, to what extent did international communism 
dominate Guatemala at the time of the revolution last June? 

President CastitLo, Almost completely. The Communists con- 
trolled the presidency. They controlled Congress. They controlled 
all of the major government departments. They controlled the propa- 
ganda outlets; the press and the radio. They controlled the labor 
unions and the schools. But one thing they did not control, Mr. 

Chairman, they did not control the will ot the people of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiuieés. Can you tell us ap roti ener: how many Guate- 
malan people were real Communists, Mr. President ? 

President Castituo. Never more than a very small minority. At the 
end, perhaps a few hundred. In the beginning, only a few dozen. But 
those few people gained control of a nation of more than 3 million 
persons. 

Mr. Hinuimncs. That is the point that interests us very much, Mr. 
President, and puzzles us. How could a few people gain such control 
over an entire nation / 

President Castitito. That is a complicated story, and difficult to 
tell briefly. But Ishall try. 

In 1944 there was a revolution that overthrew Dictator Ubico. 
At that time we had ho democratic institutions. We had no labor 


unions. In 1945 Juan Jose Arevalo was elected President in a free 
election. None of us knew then that Arevalo was a Communist. But 
ve know it now. Among his first acts was to bring Communist agita- 


tors from all Latin America, to Guatemala, to organize our young 
intellectuals into Communist cells, and to subvert the basic institu- 
tions of our new democratic government. To organize the labor unions 
Arevalo brought Vicente Lombardo Toledano from Mexico. 

To organize our educational system, he brought the Chilean Com- 
munist, Virginia Bravo Letelier, who now directs propaganda activi- 
ties from East Berlin. The Communists concentrated first on the 
labor unions, of which they quickly cwained complete control. 

Soon it became almost impossible to be elected to public office with- 
out the support of the unions. And to gain that support, the candi- 
dates had to agree to follow the Communist Party line. 

Soon they gained control of the major politic: al parties, through 
the influence of their unions. Under the direction of Senorita Bravo 
and a young Communist intellectual, Victor Manuel Gutierrez, a 
teachers’ union was formed, and before long almost every teacher in 
the country, in order to hold his job, had to teach the Communist doc- 
trines. Arevalo gave to the Communists control of the Government- 
owned newspapers and radio station. He gave them control of the 
Social Security Institute, and the important labor courts, which de- 
cide all |: bor disputes. 

Although they still operated pretty much from the background, the 
Communists had political control of Guatemala by the time Arevalo’s 
term expired. When their handpicked candidate, Jacobo Arbenz, 
took office, they finally dared to come out into the open. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Do you believe, Mr. President, that these Commu- 
nists you mention were acting under the orders of Moscow ? 

President CastitLo. We know it. For almost 10 years there was a 
steady procession of young Guatemalan officials to Moscow and the 
Iron Curtain countries for indoctrination, training, and instructions. 

Since he left the Presidency, we know Arevalo has on at least one 
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occasion disappeared behind the Iron Curtain. Gutierrez, who be 
came the dictator of the labor unions, visited Moscow ope! y. Sodid 
Pellecer, Castillo Flores, and other labor leaders. 


Scores of Guatemalans annually visited behind the Iron Curta 





and many had their expenses paid by European ¢ Lunist gove 
ments. 

Also, our diplomatic service became i trated with Communist 
agents, carrying orders from the Soviet and Czech Embassies to vari 
ous Latin American countries. Our Foreign Office became the voice 
of the Kremlin in the Western Hemisphere. 

Mr. Hinires. Mr. President, you have told that ¢ ( | Arbenz 
was the handpicked candidate of the Communists. It has been said, 
nevertheless, that he was elected in a free election, and that his gover 
ment at the time he was President was the ot the Guatemalan 
people. Is that correct / 

President CastitLto. Nothing could be rthet 
Arbenz was elected by assassination. He remained 
most ruthless terrorism, evidence of which 1 (7ove 
your committee. 

‘ By 1949, the majority of the people of Guat ila were d d 


by the pro-Communist policies of President Arevalo. ‘The popular 
candidate for the Presidency, who would have certainly been elected 


if a free election had been held, was ol. I) \ SCO Jar el Ar tna, a 
vigorous and outspoken opponent of communism. But no such free 
election was held. 

In July 1949 Colonel Arana was ambushed in Amatitlan by a band 
of men armed with submachineeuns and revolvers, al ad mi ra red 

Mr. HILLINGs. Were any of the assassins identified. Mr. President ? 

Preside nt CASTILLO. Yes. ( olon el Arana’s chautleur Was wounded, 
esc aped , and io asylum in the Embassy of El Salvador. Among the 
assassins he named Capt. Alfonso Martinez, a member of Congress 


Francisco Morazin, and ( ‘arlos Bracamonte, and many ot] ers. 

Mr. Humes. Were any of these men brought to trial, or arrested 4 

President Casti.to. Well, quite the contrary. Instead they were 
rewarded with lucrative Government posts. After Arana’s murder, 
Arbenz’ election was assured. Opposition meetings were broken up. 
Ballot boxes were stuffed. Illiterate Indios were herded to the voting 
booths and forced to vote the will of the Communist bosses. 

The Communists had complete control of the election machinery. 
Arbenz could not lose, with Arana out of the wav. And among his 
first acts when he took office, Arbenz rewarded the murderers of Arana. 
He appointed Captain Martinez as Secretary of the Presidency, a 
position somewhat similar to Cabinet member, Morazan became his 
personal bodyguard. Later Martinez was promoted to Chief of the 
Agrarian Reform Department, which next to the Presidency is the 
most important civilian position in the Government. At the time 
of the revolution, Morazan was Arbenz’ personal secretary. 

Mr. Him1ines. What was your personal reaction to the murder of 
Colonel Arana, Mr. President? 

President Castitio. Well, when the Government refused to arrest 
the murderers, I resigned my commission in the : army in protest. At 
that time I was commander of the Fourth Milit: ary District. Like 
many Guatemaltecos, I had become thoroughly disgusted with the 
Communist policies of the Arevalo government. 
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But I had hoped that the situation would be resolved through the 
orderly processes of a free election. I had already partic ipated in two 
revolutions. I wanted to solve the problem in another way. 

However, the murder of Arana, and the mockery of Arbenz’ elec- 
tion, convinced me that the Communists could only be thrown out 
by force. 

"Mr. Hn tines. I believe it was shortly after Arana’s murder that 


you made your first attempt to ove throw the Communist-controlled 
yvernment, Mr. President. 
"Pr sident CastirnLo. Yes. I joined with a group of men of all walks 


of lite: army officers, politicians, professional men, farmers, teachers, 
students, and non-Communist labor leaders. 

We dedicated ourselves to ridding Guatemala of Communist rule. 
Our first attempt was unsuecesstul. We tried to seize the military 
base at Aurora, confident that the garrison would join us in a revolu- 
tion against the Arevalo government. Instead we were met by heavy 
machinegun fire. Many of my comrades were slain, and I was cap- 
tured and taken to prison. Then the guards opened fire with 
machinegeun on me. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do I understand, Mr. President, that you were shot 
after you were taken to prison ¢ 

President Castiiuto. Yes. 

Mr. Himurnas. Do you mean that you and your comrades without 
any weapons, without any trial, were simply shot down with machine- 
anne 4 

President Castrtio. Yes; they ordered us to walk out of the prison 
and they, my comrades and myself, were fired with machineguns 
and rifles. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Mr. President, were you subjected to any other tor- 
ture or mistreatment when you were in prison ¢ 

President Castro. Yes; I was given a firsthand indoctrination in 
Communist n 1ethods of treating the op position. I was taken directly 
from the onerati ne room to the pr ison for egg Two mac hine- 
cun bullets had been removed from my hip. The wounds were se- 
rious and quite painful. But I ws as tossed. eta a cement floor and 
questioned by the secret police, who tried to make me reveal the names 
of those who had collaborated in the revolution. 

When I refused I was denied food, water, and medicine for 48 
hours, and constantly questioned. I was told that my wife had been 
arrested and that it would go bad with her, if I did not confess. 

ae , they feared my dying might cause an uprising, so I was 


given medical treatment and later removed to the penitentiary. 
Mr. een rincs. Do I understand, Mr. President, that for the full 48 
hours you just lay on a cement floor ? 


President Casttrtio. Yes. sir. 
Mr. Hitr1nes. This is extremely interesting to us, Mr. President. 


Would you tell us, briefly, how you escaped from the penitentiary to 
lead the re eae that was so successful last June? 
President CAstitio. Yes: after I had been in the penitentiary a little 


more than 7 months, a group of prisoners and myself dug a tunnel 
from a storeroom, under the penitentiary wall, and across an adjoining 
street 

For 26 days we scraped dirt into sacks, which we carried away and 
concealed. The night we made the escape I was met by my wife and 
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some colleagues with a car, and they rushed me to the Colombian 
Embassy a short distance away, where I took asylum 

A few weeks later the (¢ ‘olombi: in — ment negotl anne safe 
conduct, and I went to Colombia, and the * Hor dur where we 
organized the revolution. 

For 3 years my ee and myself worked to obtain arms and 
equipment and to build up an organization both inside and outside 
of the country. We knew that our next effort must be successful. 

At times the cuatnale was discouraging. Not many people were 
willing to help us, and many of those who were, lacked the means. 
But we kept our faith in God, and we won. 

Mr. Hiturcs. And I might add, Mr. President, that the whole free 
world, and millions of souls behind the Iron ¢ ta . were thrilled at 
your victory. But tell us this: Now that t 
been cues i1rown, are all of your problems solved in Guate1 


President Castitto. By no means. If you will permit me to use 
military language, we have merely won the first battle in a long war. 
Our most comp lie: ated, and most serious dil ulties are still ahead. 
The democratic forces have taken over a nation whose econon y has 


been gutted by years of Communist misrule. 
In thei ir fin: al « ays, the \ looted the treasury, destr« ved re ords. did 


everything in their power to cause | haos. 

But we who participated in the liberation have made a pledge, not 
only to Guatemala, but to the eorka. We are committed to show the 
world that Guatemala, by ian locratic ways, can advance the welfare 
of all of our people, ook veyond what wi s achieved under comn 
Where the Comm unis s kept the peop! » lulled Ww t] pron ses, We ] 
deliver results. As you said, Mr. ¢ ecaaus . Guatemala is the 


nation to return to democracy, after having lived under © 

rule. We are on trial before the world. More than that, all demo 

racy is on tri ial before the world, 1 our small R puvdi Sof G atemala. 
W e who participated in the liberation of Guatemala, have pledged 

that we will work as diligently in reconstruction, as we did in revolu 

tion. Weshall need assistance in the problems of reconstruction, 


more than we needed it in our problen ns of revolu on. We need the 
sympathetic eR Se FORT ORS DMS and Government. Wi 
need economic aid and technical advice. We need the unified effort 
of all of the people of Guatemala. [Kut most of all, Mr. Chairman, we 


need the good will of the peop le of the U1 ted States, during the 
troubled times that we have ahead. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Thank you, Mr. President. Your testimony today 
will make a valued contribution to our hearings on Guatemala which 
made a free return to the West. 

Without objection the testimony will be accepted into the record. 
There is also a correction, Mr. Re porter. The country Colombia is 
misspelled in the printed transcript that you have in the testimony of 
President Castillo Armas. That should be corrected. 

Members of the committee, | believe you are aware that we have 
on the table before us a collection of various items of Communist 
propaganda that was captured when the anti-Communist forces over 
threw the Communist government of Guatemala a few weeks ago. In 
my personal investigation of the situation, we found there were actu- 
ally rooms filled with propaganda that came from the Soviet, most 








3 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


of it in Spanish, printed in Moscow, itself. Much of the material was 
mailed directly from Moscow. It must have amounted to hundreds 
of thousands of dollars’ worth of material for propaganda purposes. 
] am particularly interested to note the coloring and high quality at 
least from the standpoint or the printing, of much of the material 
that is available. 

We could show even more to the committee at this time if we had 


the space available. There is a mountain of it still in Guatemala. 
Amor ¢ the exhibits which are available for inspection, by the public 
and the press as well as the members of the committee, are a number 
of photograp! s of atrocities which were committed in the course of 


the Communist rule of Guatemala. 
Some of those photographs will be offered in evidence. Unfortu 
nately, some ot them are so ter ible that they would shock the public 


mind and it is not possible to reproduce them in print for everyone 


; 


to see but certainly they are available for those who wish to inspect 
them and I think they will point out graphically the problem which 


VW I] ve list ussed in the course of this particular heat Ine. 
They will all be properly identified, those which are introduced. 


We can identify all the others in case anyone is ll terested in asking 


quest I bout them 


I also wish to ack owledge the presence of a committee consultant, 
Mr. Patrick MeMahon, Washington, D. C., who served as consultant 


with this subcommittee and who was with me in the course of my 
visits to Guatemala. He will sit with us and participate in the hear- 


ings. He is respol sible for a considerable amount of the subecommit- 
tee’s work and preparation. 

I think Mr. MeMahon, you have some material which you wish 
to offer at this time which will be used throughout the hearings by 
way of reference; is that correct ? 


Mr. McManon. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

We have two State Department documents, a State Department 
white paper. 

Mr. HiiiinGs. Can you speak a little louder. We can’t hear you. 

Mr. McManton. We have two State Department documents, one a 
State Department white paper which was released on July 9 of this 
year. 

Second is a document dated February 1954, which is a State De- 
partment work paper which contains evidence of the Communist 
control of Guatemala, and the connections between the Communists of 
(guatemala and Moscow. 

Here we have a partial translation from a document in Spanish 
which was released by the anti-Communist Coordinating Committee 
which was a group headed by President Castillo Armas, in preparing 
the revolution. 

Mr. Hirsines. Those documents refer specificially to names, places, 
and events and will be used as subject matter in questions throughout 
the course of the hearings; is that correct ? 

Mr. McManon. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hiiines. For that purpose you are offering them into the 
record so that we may use them in the course of the hearings? 

Mr. McManon. I suggest they be incorporated in the record and 
be referred to from time to time as the hearings develop. 
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Mr. Hini.InGcs. If there is ho objection, we W it] recep them ind 
mark them as “Exhibits 1,2, and 3.” 

Now, we will proceed to call our first witness, Mir. Raul Midence. 

Mr. Midence, will you step forward ¢ 


While he Is doing SO I might say the comm ee as as 1tS guest 
today three young Guatemalans who played leading roles in the 
revolution that unseated the Communist regime. Phe are going to 


elaborate on various phases of the testimony of President Castillo 
Armas, and the Ir expel ences In relation to them. 

Do vou solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, SO help you (rod ¢ 


Mr. Mivence. | do. 
TESTIMONY OF RAUL MIDENCE 
Mr. Hiuurnes. Mr. Midence, I think you can speak very vood Eng 


lish and we will ask you to give your testimony English. If you 
find difficulty on ahy question, feel free to ask fon repetition and if 
you find it is impossible for you to adequately wer in English, you 
advise us anda we will ask one of Ve i colleagues \ O 1s here to trans 
late from Spanish Into Enel ih Tor the committee. I don’t believs 
you are going to have any trouble. So many people who visit the 
United States can speak Kenelish but so aly Americans who visit 
other countries don’t know the language there. I wish more Ameri 


cans had conversant knowledge of Spanish when they visit the Lat 
American Republics, and Tam one of those who wishes he had studied 
it a little more carefully when in high school. 

Mr. Bentley Cali probably handle himself pretty wel] in Spanish 
and we may have to call on him for assistance too. 

Mr. Midence, would you state your full name and would you spell 
it, and whenever you mention a Spanish name for the first time in the 
course of your testimony, would you also spell that for the benefit of 
the reporter. 

Mr. Mipencr. My name is Raul Midence Rivera. 

Mr. HILLINGs. Where is your home 2 

Mr. Mipence. My home is in Guatemala City. 

Mr. HiILLINGs. Could you give us the address / 

Mr. Mipencr. Ninth Avenue North, 2-09. 

Mr. Hituies. What is your age / 

Mr. Mipence. My age is 36. 

Mr. Hiniines. And do you hold any position the Government in 
Guatemala / 

Mr. Mipence. I am working in the National Committee of Defense 
Against the Communists. 

Mr. HInLines. Could Vou please explain the organization of the 
committee, its function and purpose. 

Mr. Mipence. The purpose of this committee is to check all the 
Communists, what they have done to my country and what they did 
to send fellows behind the Iron Curtain to train them. 

Mr. HitiinGs. In other words, one of the purposes is to find out 
what the Communists did and who the people were they sent behind 
the Iron Curtain for training? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hittines. What else did the committee do? 
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Mr. Mipence. We are checking over and filing all the work that 
they did in Guatemala, the way they organized all the syndicates— 
what you call unions; we know that Guatemala is a place where people 
of other nat oy take care of what the Communists did in the Govern- 
ment and what they were trying to do to the people of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hinurnes. You are definitely investigating connections between 
the Communist regime in Guatemala, that was ousted, and Moscow; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitires. Isn’t it true that this comite of which you speak, i 
in a sense a little FBI based on American standards? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hixurnes. It studies all the material the Communists left behind 
including thousands of captured documents as well as interviewing 
people throughout Guatemala to get information as to atrocities and 
other things that happened during the Communist regime, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. Hitiines. You were appointed to that committee by President 
Castillo Armas? 

Mr. Mience. By junta. 

Mr. Hires. The three-man military junta? 

Mr. Mipence. There were three members of the junta. Lieutenant 
Colonel Armas, Colonel Elfego Monzon, and Major Oliva. 

Mr. Hiiu1nes. And the junta was dissolved about the 1st of Sep- 
tember, is that correct ? 

Mr. Mivence. That is correct. 

Mr. Hitirnes. When President Castillo Armas became the pres- 
ident ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinurnes. You have seen a great deal of the material that is 
here on the table and before the committee. You talked with me when 
I was in Guatemala. 

Mr. Mipvence. All of this material was taken from the Communist 
Party. There is a revolution party up there and there is another 
called a labor union that is the real Communist Party of labor. 

Mr. Hiiurnes. All this was taken when the liberation forces moved 
in, is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. Much of this material was destroyed before we got to 
Guatemala City but we have enough to prove that in Guatemala the 
Communists were in the Government and they controlled all of 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. Now, Mr. Midence, you say much of the material left 
behind by the Communists was destroyed. Did you find evidence that 
the Government files were stripped, in many cases? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. We had noticed that files were broken open. 
And there were ashes. 

Mr. Hiiu1nes. Were homes broken into and things taken out and 
destroyed ? 

Mr. Mipence. They went in and tried to break down all the files so 
there would be no evidence against them. 

Mr. Hruurnes. The central committee of the Communist Party had 
files. Were those destroyed or did you find them when the liberation 
forces moved in? 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 11 


Mr. Minence. Almost all the Communist Party was destroyed. We 
have some letters we found in the office of the Government which told 
how they controlled all the laborers in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hituines. Now, this material that we have here was made avail- 
able to this committee through the committee of which you are a 
member; is that correct? 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. Huines. And you are able to identify all of the documents 
of which you have personal knowledge, that are in our possession, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Miwence. That is right. 

Mr. Hiiurneas. And throughout your testimony we may ask you 
from time to time to identify some of these documents which will be 
offered in evidence. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have the pictures taken in the rooms where 
this material was found? I think one set was already given to the 

ress. Do you have another set ? 

Mr. McManon. They are on the table. 

Mr. Huurnes. Will you get that extra set of pictures? I think 
we may offer them at this point. 

In the meantime, we will proceed. 

Will you tell us your occupation in private life, Mr. Midence? 

Mr. Mipence. I ama farmer. I grow cattle, corn, and sugarcane. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Have you ever been in Government service before? 

Mr. Mipence. No. 

Mr. Hit11nes. Were you a member of the liberation army ? 

Mr. Mipence. J was a member of one of the liberation armies. 

Mr. Hituines. Did you come into Guatemala—— 

Mr. Minvence. I went to the Embassy. 

Mr. Hiti1nes. You took exile in the Embassy of El Salvador; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That was the only way I could get out of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitirnes. When did you do that and why? 

Mr. Mipence. That was the first of May 1954. 

Mr. Hiuiteas. You took refuge in the E] Salvador Embassy ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hiniines. Why did you do that? 

Mr. Mipence. Because I was in touch with the anti-Communist 
underground in Guatemala and the chief of police was taking very 
good care of‘me and sending two guards to keep an eye on me in my 
house, so one Saturday night I decided to get out of Guatemala, and 
the only way was through the Ambassador of El Salvador. He was 
a friend of mine. I asked him if I could go to his Embassy, and he 
told me yes. 

Mr. Hitzincs. What about your family, did you leave your family 
behind ? i 

Mr. Mipence. I left my wife and four kids behind. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Were they bothered by the Communists when they 
discovered that you had left? 

Mr. Mipence. My wife had to go into hiding in a friend’s house, 
because I was afraid the house would be checked up by the police. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Did they ever capture her? 

Mr. Mipence. No. She hid very well there. She didn’t go outside 
for a whole month. 
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Mr. Hiu INGS. For 1 month she stayed inside ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hu LINGS.,. Where were the chil lren ? 

Mr. Mipence. With her. 

Mr. Hiniines. Were they required to remain inside the house for a 
month ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. They were happy to. Otherwise, the police might 
check them. You see, Guate ‘mala is a town where everybody knows 
who you are and what you do. 

Mr. Hinirncs. You told me, as I recall it, that your brother-in-law 
Was active in the anti-Communist underground: is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. One of the leaders of the anti-Communist. 

Mr. Hiturnes. What was his name ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Mario Sandoval Alarcon. 

Mr. Hitiines. And he was your brother-in-law ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. My brother-in-law, yes. 

Mr. Hmurnes. What h: appene .d to him ? 

Mr. Mipence. He was taken to prison. There was a plot. Salama is 
a small town in Guatemala. The Government put about 170 people 
in prison. One of them was my brother in-law. He was taken to the 
police station by Cruz Wer who was chief of police of Guatemala. 
Rogelio Cruz Wer. He is a colonel of the army. 

Mr. Himuines. What did they do with him there? 

Mr. Mipence. They tortured him and left him inside. 

Mr. Hittines. What did they do? 

Mr. Mipence. The y put him to drown. 

Mr. Hiturnes. How did the *y try to drown him / 

Mr. Mipence. They get hold of your hair and push you down until 
you are drowned. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Where did they put his head, in a bucket of water? 

Mr. Mipence. A bucket of water, yes. It is like a small swimming 
00l. 

Mr. Hitires. Like a washtub ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, a big one. 

Mr. Hitiiunes. They pushed his head down into the water / 

Mr. Mipence. Into the water. They tie your hands in the back so 
you don’t have any defense to hit the guard who pushes you inside. 

Mr. Hitirnes. And they drowned him ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. They drowned him and then they hit him in the 
stomach so they got the water out. 

Mr. Hitirnes. ‘They held him under until he was almost drowned ¢ 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. 

Mr. Himxiines. Then, they picked him up? 

Mr. Mipence. Picked him up, hit him in the stomach, so he vomited 
the water he drank, and pushed him in again. They held him almost 
20 hours in that condition. 

Mr. Hitxiras. _ didn’t actually witness this, did you ¢ 

Mr. Miwence. I didn’t witness that but he told me what they did 

him. 

Mr. Himxines. When did he tell you about it ? 

Mr. Mipence. When we came back to Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. It was after the revolution ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 
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Mr. HILLINGs. And he is a member ot youl fam ly, ul d cle scribed 
this experience to you / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinuines. Was that a common practice ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, that was a real common practice of what th 
did in the police stations in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiniines. You also had a cousin captured by the Commu 
is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. Hiwiinaes. What | appened to him ? 

Mr. MIDENCE. Well, my cousin was picked ip the rst day 
attacked Gquatemala, because on his farm, some part of the liberation 
army attacked, so they brought him back to Guatemala and there he 
was killed. We don’t know what happened to his body. We are still 
searching but the body hasn’t been found yet. 

Mr. Hitirnes. The first man you mentioned, your brother-in-la 
isn’t he at the present time a secretary to President Castillo 4 

Mr. Mipence. He is private secretary of the President now. 

Mr. Hinntines. Senor Midence, in his testimony before this con 
mittee, President Castillo Armas spoke of the revolution which ove 
threw a man named Ubico and he indicated that the success of thi 
Communist conspiracy in Guatemala dated from that event. 

When did that revolution to overthrow Ubico take place / 

Mr. Mipence. The 30th of June 1944. He abdicated. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do you agree that was the begining of the tim 
when the Communists started their etforts to take over Guatemala / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes: because Ubico was retired. He didn’t allow 
Communist policies lh) anything. He didn't allow 1\ labor un 
either. 

Mr. Hintines. What do you think caused the overthrow of Ubiec« 

Mr. MIDeNcE. Because he was trv 
we started meetings in the university 

Mr. Hintiincs. Were you in the university at that time ? 

Mr. Mipence. No; 1 was just working. I worked for the Texas 
Oil Co. at that time. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Did you participate in that revolution ? 

Mr. Mp1! NCE. We went together with all the students to all thos 
meetings, hearing what they said and all that. 

Mr. Hinurmes. When Ubico was overthrown, then they had a pro 
visional president; is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. They put a new junta up there and there was elect 
president of this junta General Ponce. 

Mr. Hitiines. He became the provisional president. 

What happened after that / 

Mr. Mipence. General Ponce was trying again to be a dictator of 
Guatemala. Se we started again to hold these meetings, closing all 
the stores, making strikes, telling him to get out of the government. 

So, on the night of the 20th, the revolution started. We had Colonel 
Arana—at that time he was a major—Captain Arbenz, the last. Presi 
dent we had, and a civilian, Jorge Toriello. 

Mr. Hinurnes. The election was held then, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Mipence. They had the elections and the one who had to do with 
it was Prof. Juan Jose Arevalo. 
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He was elected President of Guatemala with almost 90 percent of 
the people voting on his side. We didn’t want any military fellows 
to get up in the chair again, but no one checked to find out if he was a 
Communist. 

Mr. Hinurnes. You think it was a free election ? 

Mr. Mipence. It was a very free election. 

Mr. Himurnas. Who elected Arevalo? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hituinos. At the time he was elected President was he known 
to be a Communist ? 

Mr. Mwence. No; nobody knew he was a Communist. 

Mr. Hitzines. What were the first steps that he took which causea 
you and others in the country to suspect him of communism ? 

Mr. Minence. The first steps he took, he invited all the Latin 
American Communists to visit Guatemala and to be with him to 
organize the unions and all that. 

Mr. Hiintrnes. You say he invited other Latin American Commu- 
nists. Could you name some of these other Latin American Commu- 
nists, and the countries they were from, who did visit Guatemala at his 
request { 

Mr. Mivence. A girl—— 

Mr. Himuines. Now, who were some of these Latin American Com- 
munists ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Vicente Lombardo Toledano. 

Mr. Hutirnes. He was a Mexican labor leader of the CTAL? 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. He was the leader of the union laborers of 
Latin America. 

Mr. Hitarines. Is that a Communist organization ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. CTAL is the name of the group. 

Mr. Hinturnes. Who else ? 

Mr. Mipence. Virginia Bravo Lettelier. She was a teacher from 
Chile. She was brought to Guatemala to organize all the professors. 
It means the union of the professors of Guatemala, 

Mr. Hizxrnes. Do you just mean university teachers? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinirnes. How about teachers in grammar schools? 

Mr. Mipence. All of them. 

Mr. Hinires. Arevalo brought from Chile, Virginia Bravo, an 
admitted Communist, who was assigned the task of organizing the 
teachers union / 

Mr. Mrvence. That is right. 

Mr. Hiutirnes. And the teachers’ union was composed of all teachers 
of all different levels in Guatemala; is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hinurnes. He brought Abel Cuenca from Salvador. What did 
he do? 

Mr. Mivence. He got in touch with Lombardo Toledano in Mexico. 
When Lombardo arrived, he was very close to Victor Manuel Gutier- 
rez, one of the leaders in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hituines. He was actually a leader of the Communist Party 
in Guatemala ? 

Mr. Miwence. Yes. 

Mr. Hittines. And then the Communist Party in Guatemala was 
allowed to function at this time; is that correct ? 
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Mr. Miwence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILLING. Anybody else ? 

Mr. Mipence. Also, Louis Sal ant from France. 

Mr. HILurnecs. C an you spell that ? 

Mr. Mipence. S-a-l-l-a-n-t. 

Mr. Hitz1nes. And he wasa French Communist ? 

Mr. Mipence. A French Communist; well known internationally. 

Mr. Hitzuincs. He was brought to Guatemala and what was he 
assioned to do ? 

Mr. Mipence. The World Federation of Trade Unions. He is 
secretary. 

Mr. Hinurnes. And that is known to be a Communist organization ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hines. Is there anybody else that you remember at the 
moment brought in at that particular time by the then President of 
Guatemala ? 

Mr. MIpENCE. Well, I don’t remember al ra se names. 

Mr. Hiwurnes. What was the attitude of » peop le and the pene 
in Guatemala, when they noticed all these ee Communists bein; 
brought in and given specific assignments apparen a tly to communize 
these various phases of life? Didn't anybody object or try to do 
anything about it ? 

Mr. Mipence. They started to object in all the papers but the Gov- 
ernment didn’t take care of it. 

There is another leader, Jose Morera, a Cuban leader. 

Mr. Hia1ines. He was a Cuban Communist ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hituines. What did he do? 

Mr. Mipence. Labor unions. 

Mr. Hit1ines. He organized labor unions? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitxiincs. How about a man named Neruda? 

Mr. Mipence. He was a poet in Chile. 

Mr. Hm1nes. Is Pablo Neruda the same Chilean poet who a few 
weeks ago was awarded a Russian peace prize in Santiago by a man 
named Ilya Ehrenberg, one of the top propagandists of the Soviet 
Union ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinurnes. So Neruda is still in Chile today, and he is a Com- 
munist, and he was invited to Guatemala, at the time of which you are 
speaking ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hinurnes. And what did he do? 

Mr. Mivence. He got into the intellectual groups in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hires. He infiltrated among intellectuals? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hiixines. How about a man named Goday? What is his first 
name? 

Mr. Mipence. I don’t know his first name. 

Mr. Huur6s. Is his first name Cesar? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinurnes. And what did he do? 

I think, Mr. Lopez, we will swear you at this time, as interpreter and 
perhaps you may be able to assist in the testimony of Mr. Midence. 
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Would you stand, please, and raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear to interpret the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. so he lp you God? 

Mr. Lorrz. I do. 

Mr. Hituines. Will you identify yourself, your name and address, 
please, and spell it? 

Mr. Lorrz. My name is Mario Lopez, M-a-r-i-o L-o-p-e-z 

Mr. Hititincs. Where is your home? 

Mr. Lorrz. I live in Guatemala City, too. 

Mr. Hiniines. And you were a member of the liberation army; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. 

Mr. Hititines. What is your present position ? 

Mr. Lorrz. lL am Secretary of Propaganda of the Anti-Communist 
Students Committee. 

Mr. Hiniineés. Secretary of the Anti-Communist Students Com 
mittee ? 

Mr. Loprz. Yes. 

Mr. Hiturnes. I notice you both wear lapel buttons which say 
What does that mean ? 

Mr. Lorez. 32 was the number of the constitutional article that pro- 
hibits Communist demonstrations in Guatemala. We made a big 
complaint of the 32’s. Everybody, even kids were painting big 32’s 
on the walls, on the streets, everywhere. It was part of the psycho- 
logical campaign. 

Mr. -fitnines. In other words, that was article 32 of the constitution 
which prohibited a political party dominated by a foreign power ¢ 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

Mr. Hitzines. The Communist leadership ignored that article and 
the underground would constantly remind them of the existence of it 
by inseribing the figures “32” on the walls and in books and news papers 
and ever ywhere they could in order to harass the Government ? 

Mr. LopPEz. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. And you now wear that in your lapel. 

Mr. Lorrz. Now it is a symbol. 

Mr. Hu LINGS, I ask the question, Mr. Midence, who is Goday and 
what did he do? 

Mr. Mipence. I don't know. 

Mr. McManon. Senor Midence, I have a document signed by 
Cesar Goday, addressed to Victor Manuel Gutierrez, Would you 
please take this document, look at it, and identify it? 

Mr. Hiniines. Have you seen this copy be ‘fore ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. The original copy is in the Communist files 
that we picked up. 

Mr. Hiniines. You have the original in Guatemala City ? 

Mr. Minence. Yes, it is filed up there. 

Mr. Huaines. Now, what is the document? What does it say‘ 
Just briefly describe it. 

On the back, if you will recall, your committee prepared for us a 
brief synopsis in English. The English translation of what is pr inted 
in Spanish. Do you want to read that and save time. 

Mr. Mipencr (reading) 


630) 9 


Letter to Manuel Gutierrez, CGTG Communist leader, from Cesar Goday 
Urrutia, famous Chilean Communist, instructing Gutierrez on the change in 
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plans of the Communist-sponsored international teachers congress to be held 
in Vienna, Austria. 

Note.—Gutierrez’ note to Rafael Tischler, leader of the Communist-cont1 ed 
teachers union in Guatemala, to take action on Goday’s letter and that Tischler 
as a delegate to congress should take Gutierrez’s Communist indoctrination 
books to the congress. 

Mr. Hin INGS. These were ceneral struetions from Goday as to 
how they should conduct themselves at this Communist-controlled 
congress; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitninas. Mr. Gaoday was obviously Yiving mstructions to the 
Guatemalan Communists in connection with this meet 

This is dated July 2, 1953, from Santiago, Chile 

We will offer this in evidence as exhibit 4 

We have before us some pictures of the documents found when 1 


liberation forces took over Guatemala from the Communists. 

[ want you to identify these pictures, since you are a member of 
the committee which has custody of these documents. 

The first one is a collection of pictures of Stalin, Arbenz, ar d 
others. Where was that picture taken ¢ 

Mr. Mini NCE. This was taken from the union labor office. 

Mr. Hirties. In Guatemala City ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitutnas. And it was found there whe) you came in; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. How many such pictures were available? 

Mr. Mipence. Thousands of them, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, anc 
others. 

Mr. Hintinaes. Had they been posted around Guatem: la ¢ ty undel 
the Communists? 

Here is another picture. Here is a picture of material with Mos 
cow date lines on it. 

How much of that material was found when you took over? 

Mr. Mipence. We had a pile of this 30 feet high, showing tags 
from Moscow, sent to this library called the Future Bookshop. 

Some of this was sent to Fortuny, one of the leaders. 

Mr. HituinGs.. Here is another picture. 

This was taken from the post office which was sent to all the mem 
bership in the labor unions. 

Here is another picture of the material that was found. 

Where was that? 

Mr. Mipence. This was found in the post office. Some books were 
being mailed by boat from Europe and they came late to Guatemala 
and they didn’t have time to destroy all this. 

Mr. Hiturnes. In other words, that shipment arrived after the revo- 
lution took place and it was stacked up in the post office department ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. HiuiiNes. And that material has been confiscated ? 

Mr. Mwence. Confiscated by the committee. 

Mr. HILLINGS. There being no objection, we will receive those photo- 
graphs in evidence as exhibits 5, 6, 7, and 8, and they have been marked 
for that purpose. 

We were trying to identify some of these individuals in the early 
part of your testimony which had a lot to do with the events of this 
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summer. I will be asking you several questions about various indi- 
viduals and that is the purpose of this particular line of questioning. 

Before proceeding along that line, are there any questions that the 
members of the subcommittee would like to ask at this point? 

Mr. BentiEy. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the witness 
a few questions about this letter offered in evidence as exhibit 4. This 
letter that has been offered in evidence, Mr. Midence, from Mr. Goday, 
received by Manuel Gutierrez, contains at the bottom a note from 
Gutierrez to Tischler. 

Mr. Mipence. He is the secretary of the teachers’ union in Guate- 
mala. 

Mr. Bentiey. The postscript or note, begins “COMP.” What is 
that an abbreviation of ? 

Mr. Mipence. Comrade. 

Mr. Benttey. Comrade Tischler, is the way the note is addressed. 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Bent ey. Is that a common method of salutation between the 
members of the Communist government ? 

Mr. MiIpENCE. They call each other “companero.” 

Mr. Bentiey. Which means “comrade.” 

Mr. Friguan. Mr. Midence, I would just like to get it clear in my 
mind. When Arevalo became President in 1949 and brought these 
men and women from Latin America and other countries, as well as 
France, when he brought them for the specific purpose of organizing 
and for Communist propaganda, did he give them positions within 
the Government of Guatemala, or were they brought in to work apart 
from the Government? Were they or were they not on the Govern- 
ment payroll ? 

Mr. Mivence. They were on the Government payroll. 

Mr. McManon. Just to clarify Congressman Feighan’s question, 
isn’t it true that some were placed on the Government payroll, while 
others, particularly among the labor organization, did not draw funds 
directly from the Government but were financed by other funds? 

Mr. Mipence. I could not hear that. 

Mr. McManon. Isn’t it true that some of the Communists who were 
brought in were given Government jobs while others were given union 
jobs and received their salaries from the union, but pot directly from 
the Government ? 

Mr. Miwence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Friewan. I believe you stated that when these foreign Com- 
munists were brought in that there was some mild protest by the 
newspapers; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right, but it was pointed out that we are in 
a new world and there are new methods of organizing. The Presi- 
dent explained that he was making a new way of living in Guatemala. 

Mr. FrraHan. Do you want to answer the question in Spanish and 
have it translated ? 

Mr. Mipence. He didn’t say he was a Communist. He said he was 
a Socialist. That is the way he acted when he spoke to the people 
of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiinas. Now, what did he do to the newspapers ? 

Mr. Mipence. He just told the newspapers not to print anything 
that wasn’t right because they know what he is trying to make of 
Guatemala City, or make of the Guatemalan Government. 
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Mr. Feiguan. In other words, Arevalo tried to have the newspapers 
tell the people of Guatemala that these men were not Communists; 
that he was introducing social reforms that were a form of socialism ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Friguan. Did the newspapers protest 

Mr. Mipence. They started to protest but they didn’t pay any atten- 
tion to them. 

Mr. Freiguan. Did they give up their protest 

Mr. Mipvence. They gave up the protest. 

Mr. Hitiines. Why didn’t the people believe the newspapers in that 
protest ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Because in a small town like ours, if you go on and 
on and on, nobody will believe what you say. 

Mr. FeigHan. What I want to know is, When, if at all, the press 
became controlled by Arevalo? 

Mr. Mipence. There are two papers. One is the Government paper 
and the other one is the official paper W here they pl int all the congress 
laws and all that, and the other one tells the hes to the people, what 
they want the people to know, Nuestro Diario. That is the Govern 
ment paper. 

Every private paper in Guatemala was trying to deny what he was 
trying to do but the official paper said that we were Communist fellows 
who didn’t want Guatemala to be free. that we were against all the 
hberation that he was trying to make, making new rules, making 
new laws that nobody knew anything about. 

Mr. Fretenan. In this statement by President Armas, he mentions 
how the Communists took over and how it was Impossibie to get a 
position with the unions or work unless you were in agreement with 
these Communists. Now, how did that take place? Was that just 
by official decree, or did the Government have secret police or did 
they have the Government that was run by the Communist Oo that 
they would hold terror and force over the people, or did the people 
Just nonchalantly acquiesce in this new form of government socialism, 
as it probably was propagandized ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Most of the people in Guatema 
They have to control the unions or they lose their jobs. ‘They have to 


a are not Communist. 


get inside of those unions to keep their jobs. ‘They were forced to do 
it. 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Midence, there was no legally organized Com 
munist Party at the time of the dictator Ubico; is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Bi NTLEY. When did the Communist Party in G iatemala be 


come legal ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. It became legal in Guatemala in 1952. 

Mr. Bentiey. In 1952. 

Now, between 1944, when Ubico resigned, and 1952. was there a 
Communist Party—an illegal Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. Did it call itself a Community Party? 

Mr. Mipence. It was called a Communist Party. 

Mr. Bentiey. In 1952 it became legal and recognized ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. Did it call itself the Communist Party of Guatemala ? 
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Mr. Mipence. It was called the Union of Labor. 

Mr. Bentiey. That is what I wanted to bring out. 

What was the name, again ? 

Vhe* INverprerer. In Spanish it is Partido Guatemalteco del 
Trabajo. 

Mr. Benritey. The Guatemalan Labor Party. 

Mr. Mipence. Yes 

Mr. Benritey. That was actually the Communist Party ? 

Mir. Mipence. Yes, si , 

Mr. Benriey. Was there ever an organization in Guatemala that 
called it If the Guatemalan Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. No. 

Mr. Bentriey. There was no political organization or anything 
like that? 

Mr. Mipence. No, sir 

Mr. Bentiry. The Guatemalan Labor Party was the official name 
of the organization but that was the Communist-controlled movement, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipencer. That is right. 

Mr. Bentiey. But there never has been a Communist Party of 
Guatemala, just in those words? 

Mr. Mipence. Well the seal that we picked up in the committee 
said, “Communist Party of Guatemala.” With the red cross and the 
sword and the hammer on it. 

Mr. Bentiey. Was there an organization that actually called itself 
the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Mipence. The Communist Party was never clear. It was 
camouflaged with this name. 

Mr. Benriey. It was never stated that it was a Communist Party. 
Is was always hiding behind the fronts and the labor movements? 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiry. However, the Communist Party as such was never 
a legal organization 2 

Mr. Mipence. Not until December 1952 

Mr. Bentiey. And didn’t the Government of Guatemala always 
maintain that it was not actually a Communist Party but it was a labor 
party? Wasn’t that the fiction ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Lorrz. Arbenz, when he was asked if there was a Communist 
Party in Guatemala, he always answered that anybody could take 
part in the activities of the nation. That is why we are wearing these 
32’s because that was the best argument, to tell him that article 32 
of our constitution prohibited the organizaion of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Hires. Mr. Lopez, you have been sworn for purposes of in- 
terpreting but in these last few questions you have been testifying so 
I think we should swear you also as a witness. 

Will you stand and raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God 2 

Mr. Lopez. I do. 

Mr. Bentriey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I merely wanted to 
bring out the fact that the Communists for a long time have endeav- 
ored to operate under a fictionalized front of being a labor party. 
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Mr. Hiturnes. At the time the organization of the party was taking 
place in Guatemala, technically the party was outlawed because under 
the constitution you could not have a party existing which was directed 
by a foreign power which is the case of the Communists. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Feighan asked some questions as to why the 
people of Guatemala allowed the Communists to get control of the 
labor unions and assuming control in other areas. 

Early in the regime of President Arevalo, was there hot passed a 
labor code ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Was not one of the provisions of the labor code a 
stipulation that whenever 10 employees of a company Tormed a union 
that the union was then legally the representative of all of the em 
ployees, even though there might have been 5,000 employees ot that 
company ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. McManon. Isn’t it also true that whenever a d spute arose be 
tween the company and the union it was referred to a special series 
of courts called the labor courts / 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. McManown. Is it not also true that President Ar valo appointed 
to the labor courts Communists and Communist sympathizers ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. McManon. And isn’t it true that whenever a labor court de 
clared a strike to be legal, that the employe was compelled to pay 
full wages to all of his employees all of the time thev were out Ol 
strike ? 

Mr. Mipence. That istrue. 

Mr. McManon. In other words, the labor code drafted by the Are 
valo government gave to the small group of well orgeal zed Commu 
nists the opportunity, by just getting hold of a few workers in each 
firm, gave them a chance to get control of the entire labor movement ? 

Mr. MiIpENCI . Yes. 

Mr. FrignHan. Since it has been stated 
could organize themselves into a union, which o viously was done, 
were there other groups of 10 or more within the same working or- 
ganization who tried to establish unions, and is there a fight for 
recognition between the various groups within this working orga 


that 10 or more workers 
: 
| 


zation for proper recognition as the union r¢ presentative of the people 
who are working with this organization, whatever it may be ? 

Mr. Mip1 NCE. Yes. That is why there we re sO many unions in Gua- 
temala. Even in small stores W here you have LD employees, they can 
make a union in your store. Grain stores, a drugstore, or anvthing. 
Anyplace where there is more than 10 fellows. 

Mr. FricHan. Wherever people are working, if there are 500 people 
there, there might be 5 or 10 different unions ? 

Mr. Minence. No. In a big factory, if the rest of the fellows were 
anti-Communist and just a small group of Communists, well inside 
of the Communist Party they held control, on account of this law. 
Ten or more fellows can make a union. That way evervbody was con 
trolled by the unions. Even onthe farms. ’ 

Mr. FrigHan. Were there any unions organized—were there unions 
organized by men who were violently anti-Communist and who truly 
wanted to represent the interests of the workers in the unions? 
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Mr. Mivence. Yes, but they had no way to speak because the labor 
union was so strong that even if a big group of anti-Communists 
started declaring that they mp want the union in the place, they 
usually got 1 or 2 fellows out of it and usually the Communists win. 

Mr. Feiguan. In the beginning the organization of unions was 
done by the Communists and they had a head start ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. It was organized by them. 

Mr. Bentriey. Would you say the fact that the labor unions were 
so weak and almost perhaps nonexistent during the Ubico dictator- 
ship, that there was no strong, organized labor movement in Guate- 
mala at that time, was one reason why the Communists were able to 
infiltrate them when Ubico was thrown out? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hrnures. We will recess until 2 o’clock. 

I wish to point out to the committee that we will receive testimony 
from the State Departme nt on this question in connection with the 
white papers. However, we are withholding that testimony until 
the arrival in Washington of Mr. John Peurifoy, the United States 
Ambassador to Guatemala, who is tentatively due to arrive this week. 
Department oflicials before testify ing on this question before this sub- 
committee have requested an opportunity to confer with Mr. Peurifoy 
upon his arrival. 

The committee will recess until 2 p.1 

(Whereupon, at 12:50 p. m., the committee recessed to reconvene at 
2 p.m. the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Whereupon, the committee reconvened at 2:30 p. m. pursuant to 
recess. ) 

Mr. Hiturnes. The subcommittee will come to order and resume 
testimony from Mr. Raul Midence. 

We have an intepreter with us this afternoon from the Library of 
Congress, Mr. Midence. If you have difficulty in understanding any 
of our questions, if we talk too fast, if you would like to give your 
answer in Spanish for better understanding, you may do so through 
the interpreter. 

Doctor, would you state your name, please ? 

Dr. Puente. Dr. J. I. Puente. 

Mr. Hiti1nes. Would you stand and be sworn, Doctor? 

Do you solemnly swear to interpret the testimony truthfully, to 
the best of your knowledge and ability, so help you God 

Dr. Puente. I will. 


TESTIMONY OF RAUL MIDENCE—Resumed 


Mr. Hitzines. Mr. Midence, this morning you were testifying with 
reference to the efforts of Mr. Arevalo, who was at one time president 
of Guatemala, to bring Communists from various Latin and European 
countries in to actually infiltrate the country, to train people in labor 
unions and schools and various phases of governmental activity along 
Communist lines. 

You will recall you went over a list of names of some of these well- 
known Latin American Communists who were brought there and you 
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previously testified that your study of this problem, not only as a 


7 \ } \ | } 1 > 
hative Guatemalan, but as a member of this committee, which is the 
Committee for the Defense Against Communism, an official com- 
mittee of the new Government of Guatemala, giving you access to a 


ereat deal of information, particularly qualified you to discuss this 
subject. 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. HULLINGS. We hav 2 before usa varietv of documents capt ired 


when the antl Communist government was < verthrown in Guatemala 
recently. These documents were made available to this subcommittee 
by this committee of which you are a member. I believe you have 


seen all of these documents and are familiat with them. 

We are voing to introduce some of them into the record of these 
hearings and we are going to ask you to identify them and to explain 
them. 

Mr. Interpreter, some of these documents may have to be translated 
quickly either verbatim or in synopsis form, and in order to save 
time, we may ask you from time to time to translate them, or at least 
to summarize them for the benefit of the committee. Some of them 
actually have captions on them which were prepared in Guatemalan 
to explain in essence, the document. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have several documents there you wish to 
offer at this time? 

Mr. McManon. At this time I would like to offer a document which 
purports to be the membership of central committee of the Communist 
Party of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. We will identify that as Exhibit No. 9. 

Mr. Midence, would you look at this document and tell us if you have 
seen it before and where it was obtained ? 

Mr. MIpEN« E. This was taken from the labor union in one of the files 
they had, there. 

Mr. Hitiines. It was taken from the labor-union office, Guatemala 
City; is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. In the files, and you found it there when the labor 
forces entered the city ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Of what is it a list ? 

Mr. Mipence. It lists all the members who made up this committee 
in the unions in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hixxrnes. Isn’t it a list of the central committee of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Minence. It lists the names and their commissions and all the 
ganizations, who heads finance, education, and so forth. 

Mr. Hiuineas. Mr. Midence, we are having some difficulty in un- 
derstanding you. Will you speak in Spanish through the interpreter 
and then the interpreter will advise us. 

The Interpreter. As you will see from this document, the head of 
the list of names is Jose Manuel Fortuny, a well-known Communist. 

Mr. Hiviines. He was the secretary general of the Communist 
Party of Guatemala, is that right ? 

The InrerpRerer. Yes. 

Mr. Hires. And his name is listed there ? 


or 
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Mr. Mipence. Yes. All the rest of them, they are the ones who 
formed this union. 

Mr. Hires. Will you speak in Spanish through the interpreter. 

The Interpreter. There was also a political committee of this or- 
ganization which was headed by Jose Manuel Fortuny, also. 

Mr. Hitiines. What did the political committee do? ‘That is the 
political subcommittee of the central committee / 

Mr. Mipence. They are the ones in charge of all the works in Guate- 
mala. 

Mr. Hitzines. What do you mean by “works” ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. This political union, they control the unions of Guate 
mala. The Communist unions of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiniines. If there is no objection, the document will be received 
in evidence. 

Mr. McManon. There are one or two questions, if the Chairman will 
permit, that I would like to ask about that document. 

At the top of the list is Jose Manuel Fortuny, whom you have de 
scribed as secretary general of the Communist Party # 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. Was he ever an official of the Government of Guate 
mala ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; he was a member in the Congress of Guatemala 
and also was 1 of the 3 judges in the Congress who decided which law 
will pass and which one will not pass. 

Mr. Hitiines. Was that a sort of steering committee of the Con- 
QTeSs f 

Mr. Mipence. A steering committee of the Congress. 

Mr. McManon. Was he ever in the capacity of an adviser to Presi 
dent Arevalo ? 

Mr. Mipence. He was one of the advisers and he had great influence 
on them. 

Mr. McManon. Had Fortuny, to your knowledge, ever been in 
Moscow ? , 

Mr. Mipenct He went several times to Moscow. 

Mr. McManon. How do you know that? 

Mr. Mipence. By checking his passport in the Foreion Relations 
Office, up there. He went through Mexico and would then take the 
plane—I think it was the KLM plane that would take him to Paris and 
from Paris, they disappeared from there, so we know that the real 
travel of Fortuny was to get inside the Lron Curtain, 

Mr. McManon. Were his visits to Moscow reported in the Govern 
ment newspaper and on the Government radio of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipencr. They were announced in the private papers of Guate- 
mala because the Government didn’t want to make an announcement 
of that. 

Mr. McManon. And when he returned from Moscow, did he make 
public speeches and public statements regarding visits to Moscow 
and other Iron Curtain countries ? 

Mr. Mivencer. They made the newspaper in meetings that they had 
in the Communist committee, there. 

Mr. McManon. Now, I see that the head of the labor committee is 
Victor Manuel Gutierrez. Is that the one you referred to previously 
as being head of the labor unions? 


a 


oa 
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Mr. MIDENCE. Yes: he was commissioned to make the labor unions 
WOrkK. 

Mr. McMauon. Was he ever an issue of the Guatemalan Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. Mipence. Gutierrez was also a member of the Communists. 

Mr. McManon. Is this the chairman of the \erarian Reform 
Committee who drafted the agrarian reform law ? 

Mr. Minence. That is right. 

Mr. McManon. Was he also the chairman of the labor committee of 
congress ¢ 

Mr. Miupr NCI Also, he was. 

Mr. Hinurmncs. Was Gutierrez ever in Moscow ? 

Mr. MIpDENCE. Yes: he went to Moscow with Ca tillo F lores. 

Mr. Hinirnés. You spoke of using KLM airlines. Why was KLM 
used primarily for such travel / 

Mr. Mipence. Because the Communists were afraid the American 
Embassy wouldn’t let them pass through American ports and wouldn’t 
oive them a visa to get out of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiturnes. So KLM overflies the United States ? 

In other words, it does not land in the United States? 

Mr. Mipence. It can land in Guatemala and from there to Trinidad 
and from there to the Azores. 

Mr. Hitirnes. They don’t pass through the United States en rout 
to Europe; is that right ¢ 

Mr. Mipencre. KLM doesn’t flv to the United States. Well, I 
don’t know if it is fly Ing here, but there is a trip that woes all the way 
down the Atlantic Ocean and doesn’t touch part of the north. 

Mr. Hinires. Could you say that in Spanish, Mr. Midence ? 

The Inrerpretrer. The route followed by KLM is across the Atlant 
along the South Atlantic, without touching the United States. 

Mr. Hiiuies. Now, did you get any indication of the number of 
people who were fly ing between Guatemala City and Moscow, or, let’s 
say, points behind the Iron Curtain during the 6 months preceding 
the revolution ? 

Do vou have any information as to the number of such individuals 7 

Mr. MIpENCE. There were a lot of teachers invited to Vienn i Pel 
and also in Moscow. 

Mr. Hitimes. Do you know how many ? 

Mr. Mipence. Sometimes there were 20 d 25 ina plane. They 
all were invited by these comites of peace they were trying to 1 ake. 

Mr. Hitiinas. Did they always use KLM airlines? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinires. I suppose KLM opened a special office in Guatemala 
City to handle the business? 

Mr. MIpENCE. They Pave them permisslol to establish an office in 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hinures. When was that ? 

Mr. Mipence. That was in 1951; something like that. 

Mr. Hiniines. But you say the number of Guatemalans going to 
and from Moscow through, and other points behind the [ron Curta n. 


that increased in the 6 months preceding the revolution ? 

Do you want to hear that in Spanish ? 

The Interpreter. Approximately 160 teachers went behind the Iron 
Curtain. 
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Mr. Huuines. In the 6 months preceding the revolution / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitires. 160 teachers going to points behind the Iron Curtain 
from Guatemala in the 6 months preceding the revolution. 

Ine identally, we have on the table over here, copies of textbooks 
which were to be tbe in the ain and some of them were used by 
the Communists. This would certainly bear out the extensive travel 
of the teachers to points behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have a photostat of a document 
which is described as a list of the membership of a typical party cell 
in the municipality of San Reimundo. 

Would you identify this document ? 

Mr. Hitrines. Would you identify the document in Spanish, to the 
interpreter, and he will translate? Will you tell us where you 
found it? 

We will mark that Exhibit No. 10. 

The Inrerereter. This is the list of the membership in a labo1 
union cell, in the municipality of San Reimundo, a small town in 
Guatemala, and it is called list of the camaradaries which make up 
this committee. 

Mr. Hitirnes. How many members were there in the cell in San 
Reimundo? 

The INTERPRETER. Seventy-one. 

Mr. Hitires. They are all listed there ? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes; all listed. 

Mr. Hitx1nes. They were found in the labor-union headquarters in 
Guatemala City ? 

Mr. Mipence. No; they were found in the Interior Department of 
Guatemala. They sent a telegram to all the governments of the states 
in Guatemala, to pick up all the things to the Communist Party, so 
they sent all this in a package. 

Mr. Hizirnes. It was the Interior Department of the new govern- 
ment, you say, who found this somewhere in their files; is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; that is true. 

The INTERPRETER. May I point out something here, Mr. Chairman ? 

It says here they all have identification cards. E SPientiy these men 
are all identified as members of the Communist organization. 

Mr. Hitirnes, As card carriers ? 

Mr. Mripence. As card-carrying members. 

Mr. Hutzines. Was that the normal size of the cell, about 71 
members ? 

Mr. Mmpence. They identified the cells as different sizes. 

Mr. Hires. If there is no objection, exhibit No. 10 will be 
admitted. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have a photostat of a document 
which is a list of cells in Guatemala. It gives the name of the cell, 
the name of the leader and the type of activity in which he is to be 
engaged. 

Mr. Hitires. How many cells are listed here ? 

Mr. McManon, Twenty-two. 

Mr. Hitiines. We will mark this for identification purposes, as 
exhibit No. 11, and show it to the witness to identify. 

Mr. McManon. Before showing it to the witness, I would like to 
point out that they are listed as “Campesina,” Clase “Madia Oficinista.” 


RRR 
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Perhaps Mr. Midence can tell what each of these categories mean. 

Mr. Hiti1nes. Mr. Midence, will you explain the document in 
Spanish and again tell us where it was found ? 

The INTERPRETER. This was found in the Communist Party head- 
quarters in Guatemala. 

Some of them are unemployed. This is a teacher. 

Mr. Hires. Mr. Interpreter, would you give us the résumé now ¢ 

The INTERPRETER. It gives the membership list, the residences, and 
the occupation. Some are unemployed, some are teachers, some are 
gardeners. Others work in the department of mining, others in the 
tribunal of accounts. 

Mr. Hiuiinas. Now, those are Government positions ; is that right ? 

The InrerpreTrer, They are. 

Mr. Hitiines. And this list you are reading us now is a list of names 
of leaders of some 22 Communist cells that existed in Guatemala. 
It gives their occupation and a number where actual employees of 
the Guatemalan Government ¢ 

Mr. Miwence. Where they were working. 


Mr. Hiuires. I think that is sufficient unless there is something 
else in there. . ‘ : 
If there is no objection, we will receive exhibit No. 11 in evidence. 


Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have here a photostat of what 
purports to be a foreign mailing list for propaganda which originates 
in Guatemala. It gives the wddresses of some 30 or 40 places in 30 
or 40 cases. 

Mr. Hituincs. We will mark that “Exhibit No. 12.” 

Will you show it to the witness? 

I wish the interpreter would read the list of organizations and 
countries which appear on this particular document. 

Mr. Mwence. This gives the mailbox addresses where they sent all 
these bulletins that came from Prague and Moscow. 

Mr. Hires. I did not understand that. 

The Interpreter. This is a list of the post-office boxes to which this 
bulletin “Correo de Guatemala” is sent. 

Mr. Hinurnes. We havea copy of that, I believe, on the table. 

Now, where was this found, Mr. Midence ? 

Mr. Mipence. This was found also in the Communist union files 

Mr. Hiurnes. The Communist union files in Guatemala City ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitiines. Could you read very quickly, Mr. Interpreter, the 
organizations? 

The Interpreter. This is an information bulletin of the URSS Bul- 
letin in Mexico City. 

Mr. Hitxires. In other words, that is the Russian Embassy ? 

The Inrerpreter. Yes. 

Mr. Hiti1nes. And apparently it was being mailed by the Guate- 
malan Government, is that right, or by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mipence. From the Communist Party, from Mexico to Guate- 
mala, and from Guatemala to these places. It is a list that they had 
at the post office. 

Mr. Hit1u1nes. This list was used by the post office in mailing out 
these documents, and the documents were actually prepared in the 
Russian Embassy in Mexico City; is that right? 
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Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hitimes. Now, where were they mailed ? 

The Inrerpreter. You want the names of the individuals? 

Mr. Hirures. A lot of them are listed by organization. If there 
is an organization listed, give us that. 

The Inrerrrerer. Hidalgo—this is a private name. He is a Com- 
munist in Cuba. 

The secretary general of the World Syndical Federation. 

Mr. Hituines. Jus - mention the countries this thing was mailed to. 

The InrerpretTer. Cuba, Austria, Rumania, Mexico, New York 
City, Ecuador, Switzerland, Moscow, Mexico, Moscow, New York, 
Mexico City, Montevideo; Uruguay, Mexico City, San Juan, P. R.; 
Venezuela, Mexico City; Santiago, Chile; Ecuador, Chile; Rumania, 
Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Brazil. Ontario, Canada; Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; Paris, France: Panama City, Panama: Rome, 
Italy: Bogota, Colombia: Lima, Peru: Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, 
Warsaw, Poland, Rome, Italy; again Rumania, Prague, Czechoslo- 
vakia; Tass Agency, Rockefeller Plaza, New York; Venezuela, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Austria 

That is all. 

Mr. Hituras. There being no objection, that will be accepted 
evidence as exhibit No. 12. 

The full significance of this list, Mr. Midence, as I understand it, is 
that it indicates the various places to which Communist propaganda 
from Guatemala was sent? Is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hitxines. And the list includes a wide variety of countries in 
the Western Hemisphere which would certainly indicate that Guate 
mala was being used as a base for the distribution of Communist prop- 
aganda throughout the hemisphere; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mivencer. That is correct. 

Mr. Hinures. And among the documents that apparently went out, 
were things like the Communist magazine. 

I will show you another document which I will mark “Exhibit No. 
13” for identification. 

This document which T have in my hand purports to be a letter from 
the official Czechoslovakian State Public Library. That is the Gov 
ernment publishing house in Czechoslovakia, advising Sr. Ramon 
Amaya Amador, who is a well-known Communist writer, that the 
Czech official state publishers were ready to publish his Communist 
book, Prision Verda. 

Show this to the witness. Tell us where the document was found. 

The Inrerprerer. This document was found at the office of the 
art and cultural committee, in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitauics. What was that? 

Mr. Mipence. That is where all these fellows used to go to have 
meetings 

Mr. Hitxies. It was a committee of artists and poets and various 
other people in the field of the arts; is that right? 

Mr. Minencer. That is right. 

Mr. Hreries. And they had a regular headquarters in Guatemala 
City ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; they had that. 
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Mr. Hiturnes. This was found in the files there, when the libera- 
tion army came in? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; this letter. 

Mr. Hitxines. Were there any similar type letters found there where 
Communist countries offered to publish the works of some of these 
Guatemalan artists ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Huuines. There are similar letters ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hiturnes. And the significance of this particular document 
would be the fact that the official publishing house in Communist 
Czechoslovakia was anxious to publish the works of this Guatemalan; 
is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. Hituines. If there is no objection, it will be accepted in evidence. 

Now, as further evidence of the closeness of the link between Moscow 
and Guatemala, I offer a document which I mark as “Exhibit No, 14.” 

This purports to be a letter from a Bulgarian propaganda leader, 
known as Comrade Petrov in Sofia, to a propaganda editor, Alfredo 
Guerra Borges, thanking him for publishing items in the local Com- 
munist paper in Guatemala, Octubre, and also thanking him for other 
unspecified “attentions.” 

The letter is dated March 18, 1954, from Sofia. 

Where was it found ? 

Mr. Mipence. It was found in the office of Octubre, the Communist 
paper in Guatemala. This fellow was one of the leading Communists 
we had there. 

Mr. Hinuines. What is his name? 

Mr. Mipence. Alfredo Guerra Borges. 

Mr. Hinurnes. He had been writing for Octubre magazine? He 
was the director ? 

Mr. Mipence. He was the director. 

Mr. Hitxur1Nes. And, according to the letter, he was being thanked 
for publishing Communist articles ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hines. If there is no objection, we will accept the exhibit as 
exhibit No. 14. 

Mr. McManon. Before introducing the next exhibit, Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to ask Mr. Midence 1 or 2 questions to lay a foundation. 

You have already identified Gutierrez as the head of the Central 
Labor Organization of Guatemala. Could you identify a man named 
Leonardo Castillo Flores. 

Mr. Mipence. He is the leader of the agricultural laborers in the 
land. 

Mr. McManon. The farmers’ union of the peasants? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. At this point I would like to introduce a pamphlet 
entitled “En la Union Sovietica Capital de La Paz,” written by Victor 
Manuel Gutierrez, published in Guatemala in 1954. 

Mr. Huurnes. Translate the title. 

Mr. McMauon. In the Soviet Union, Capital of the Peace. 

Mr. Hines. This is a pamphlet, apparently glorifying the Soviet 
Union, written by Gutierrez ? 

Mr. McManon. That is right. 
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Mr. Hitzrnes. Would the witness identify this document identified 
as exhibit No, 154 

The Inrerrprerer. The witness tells me that this magazine has a 
picture of Gutierrez In Moscow. 

Mr. Hitiineés. I am sorry there is so much repetition in this, but we 
must establish it for the record and we have to know in each case where 
you found that material that you, as a member of your committee, 
turned over to the Congress of the United States. Identify it and tell 
us where you found it. 

Mr. Mivence. This was found in the Communist Party headquar- 
ters, all this propaganda—books of Stalin, Lenin, and Marx. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Earlier today we - wed in the record certain pictures 
that. were known as exhibits No. 6, No. 7, and No. 8, which, as you 
recall, showed stacks of documents and books. 

Was this pamphlet found among the material in those exhibits ? 

Mr. Miwence. Yes: we found this in here, exhibit No. 7 

Mr. McManon. Will you please turn to page 32 of exhibit No. 15? 

Do you recognize anyone in that photogr: aph ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes: Leonardo Castillo Flores and Victor Manual 
Gutierrez. 

Mr. McManon, Are you able to tell where that photograph was 
taken by looking at the Moscow - 

Mr. Minence. This was taken in Moscow because part of the Krem- 
lin buildings are here. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. Interpreter, would you describe the photograph 
for us? 

The Inrerrrerer. The photograph gives as a background a picture 
of the Kremlin and in front of it are about 12 persons. Among them, 
the witness has testified, are Messrs. Castillo Flores and Gutierrez. 

Mr. Hitiines. What does the caption say / 

Mr. Mipence. “Delegates of Guatemala and other Central Ameri 
can countries of Panama, in Red Square, November 7.” 

Mr. Hitiines. How are they dressed? What kind of clothes? 

Mr. Mipence. Well, they have winter clothes and typical Russian 
headgear; they wear gloves. 

Mr. Hitirnes. The picture purports to be taken outside of the 
Kremlin in Moscow ? 

Mr. Mipence. Outside of the Kremlin, evidently. 

The caption says, “Taken in Red Square,” so that must have been 
outside the Kremlin. 

Mr. Hitzines. The picture, Mr. McMahon, as testified to by the 
witness, contains pictures of Mr. Flores, a known Communist leader 
in Guatemala, and Mr. Gutierrez, also a known Communist leader, 
according to this pamphlet. 

Mr. McManon. All of them were in Guatemala, working people 
and teachers. 

Mr. Hiiures. Previous testimony showed they were leaders of 
organized labor in Guatemala and were actually in control of almost 
all phases of labor activity. 

Here is a picture of them taken at the Kremlin, visiting Moscow, 
in Russian garb, indicating they are apparently in complete ‘sympathy 
with the Soviet, as expressed by various material in the pamphlet. 
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Mr. McManon. Will you p ylease turn to the rear, inside cover / 

Will you describe that p yhotogT: aph, ple use 

The Inrerprerer. This photograph also was taken—the caption 
is as follows: “Delegate of Central America in the Grandstands of 
Red Square, November 7. In the center, Victor Manuel Gutierrez. 

Mr. McMaunon. Do you recognize anyone else in that photograph ¢ 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes; Leonardo Castillo Flores. 

Mr. McMaunown. Is that typic al of the type ot propaganda that 
originated in Guatemala and which was mailed to the other foreign 
ad lressees on the prey ious exhibit / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiries. If there is no objection, the document will be 
admitted in evidence. 

Ine ident: ally, anyone who wishes to see some ot these documents 
may ex: amine them after the witness’ testimon y. 

Mr. McManon. I have one final exhibit in these series. It purports 
to be a number of signatures and a Communist-front petition. One 
of their peace petitions. | notice in front of each eee is a 
thumbprint. I will ask the witness to identify the document and 
to explain the meaning of the thrumbprint 

Mr. Mipence. The thumbprints on this document indicate that the 
fellows don’t know how to sien. They don’t know how to s | 
Spanish; they only speak Indian language 

The Inrerprerer. It shows that some of these people whose sign: 


Mean 


ture appears here, do not speak Spanish, or write it, but only 
Indian dialect. 
Mr. Hinutnes. This is a list of individuals in Guatemala who signed 


this petition ; is that meht ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. Some of them didn’t actually sign it, some of then 
just used their thumbprints; is that correct 

Mr. Minence. Only—you see that is why the Communists work in 
Guatemala, because all t hese Indians, they don’t know what they are 
doing or what they are asked to do. If you tell them to go jump in 
the lake, the w hole bunch goes and jumps in the lake. Dictators could 
use all these Indians for their elections, for voting. It is a vote that 
doesn’t count because they don’t know how to talk. 

Mr. Hitiines. The Communists use the Indians, too ? 

Mr. M1pENCE. In order to get them to vote for them. 

Mr. HIL.incs. They took advantage of the fact that they were 
illiterate ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinires. What percentage of the population of Guatemala 
is Indian? 

Mr. Mipence. About 2 million. 

Mr. Hitzines. Two-thirds of the populat ion ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. Are most of them illiterate? 

Mr. Minence. They don’t know how to speak Castilian, as we call 
it. They just use their original language. 

Mr. Hires. They don’t know how to speak Spanish ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 
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Mr. Hiti1nes. What the Communists apparently did, as indicated 
by these documents, is to go to some of the Indian vill: ages-—— 

Mr. Mipence. And get one of the leaders of them to push them 
around and ask them to vote for somebody and the whole bunch goes 
and votes for that fellow. 

Mr. Hriirnes. Now, Mr. Interpreter, do you see anything further 
you wish to translate from the document ? 

The Inrerrrerer. Do you want a translation, here, a summary of 
the translation, here? 

Mr, Hi1ines. Yes; give us a summary of the petition. 

The INTERPRETER (reading) : 

For the negotiations: Guatemalan pronouncement: Our people should organize 
their life freely. With patriotic zeal we must defend its sovereignty and its right, 
to progress in an independent manner, opposing any threat of foreign interven- 
tion. It is necessary that the international attention should diminish and that all 
danger of war should disappear, for the security of Guatemalan tranquillity of all 
men. It has been shown in Korea that negotiation among parties may contain or 
avoid war. It is possible that in the same way, all international problems could 
be solved, if governments are disposed to look for an accord. I pronounce my- 
self for the maintenance of peace and the safeguarding of the national sovereignty. 
lor the use of negotiations as a means for the pacific solution of all international 
conflicts. 

Mr. Hitiines. Now, that was a petition put out by whom ? 

Mr. Mipence. It is what these people use to show to these people 
and they don’t know what they are explaining to them. 

Mr. TFirires. What group put it out? 

Mr. Mipence. The real group of Communists. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Does it give the name of the organization? Is there 
any name on it? 

Mr. Inter preter, do you see any ni une on it? 

The Inrerererer. “Workers Party,” he tells me. There is no name, 
here. 

Mr. Hitxr1es. It is put out by the Workers Party, which is known 
to be Communist dominated ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. FrigHan. That seems to me to be a typical example whereby the 
Communists are talking peaceful coexistence—which we, from our 
studies, know that peaceful _ xistence with Communist slavery can 
lead only to total surrender by us and acceptance of the slavery of 
Moscow. 

[ notice there they also talk about settlement of questions by negotia- 
tion, which is another part of the strategy of the Red Colonial Im- 
perial Empire, which means to stall and have conferences and negoti- 
ate while in the meantime the Red colonial empire can prepare for war 
to strike the free world whenever it feels that it is ready. 

Mr. Huirnes. Mr. McMahon, do you have a question at this point? 

Mr. McManon. I would like to return to exhibit No. 9, the list of the 
members of the central committee of the Guatemalan Communist 
Party, in order to name Carlos Manuel Pellecer. 

Wou ld you ide ntify Pellecer ? 

Mr. Mipence. He is a well-known worker in the Communist labor 
unions. 

Mr. Hit1ines. Could you answer in Spanish? We are having diffi- 
culty in following you. 
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The Inrerpreter. Mr. Pellecer was one of the Communist leaders 
and he was the man who represented Arbenz among the farmers, on 
questions dealing with the agrarian law. 

Mr. McManon. | would like to ask if Mr. Pellecer had ever been a 
member of the Guatemalan diplomatic corps ? 

Mr. Mipence. I don’t remember, exactly. I can’t answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. McManon. In 1946 and 1948 did he-—— 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; he went to Paris, with Munoz Miany. 

Mr, McManon. Will you spell that name for the reporter ? 

Mr. Mipence. M-u-n-o-z, M-i-a-n-y. 

Mr. Hizuines. You say he went to Paris? 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes, and they are the ones all the people blame fot 
giving passports to all the Red Spanish who were in Paris, at that 
time. Like a fellow named Dr. del Buen j Lozano. He was a teache1 
in humanity. 

Mr. Hinurnas. This Pellecer, was he attac] ed to the Guatemal 
Embassy in Paris? 

Mr. Mipence. He was secretary. 

Mr. Hituines. He was secretary ? 

Mr. Mipencr. We don’t have Embassies, we have just Ministers 

Mr. McManon. Pellecer served as secretary of the Legation and in 
that capacity he granted visas to several hundred Spanish Communists 
who were at that time livin og in exile in Paris? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMatton. Did those Communists come to Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipencr. They were very welcome there. 

Mr. McMaunon. Did many of them leave and 20 to neighbor ne 
Central American and South American Republics, and engage h 
Communist activities in those countries ? 

Mr. MIDENCE. That is right, because they were being olven Guate- 
malan passports. 

Mr. McManon. Was Pellecer later determined to be persona non 
grata because of his Communist activities ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. sir. I don’t know whether it was his Commu 
nist activities or something dishonest or wrol o@ that he did in Paris. 
We didn’t check on W hy he was sent out from Pai Is and declared pe r- 
sona non erata. 

Mr. McManon. In your intelligence activities, have you learned 
whether or not it is true, while in Paris, Pellecer maintained liaison 
with the Soviet and Czech Embassies and forwarded orders, instruc- 
tions, and propaganda from the Soviet and Czech Embassies to Guate- 
mala? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes,sir. We have all that. 

Mr. Hiturnes. I have two more documents to show you now which I 
Wish vou would identify. 

Without objection, the document you have been discussing will be 
admitted in the record as exhibit No. 16. 

As exhibit No. 17, a photostat of a Communist book and its dedi- 
cation to President Arbenz by Salvadoran Communist poetess, Matilde 
Elena Lopez. 

Mr. Hinurcs. It shows here. some person's handwriting apparently 
by way of dedication to Colonel Arbenz. 








34 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


Will you show this to the witness, please / 

Where was that found / 

Mr. Mipence. That was found in the Arbenz private room in the 
presidential house in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hittines. Among his personal effects ? 

Mr. Mipence. Personal effects. 

Mr. Hitutines. What does it Say ¢ What does the handwriting say § 

The INTERPRETER (reading) : 

To Colonel Arbenz: the two fundamental contributions of Mao Tse-tung, to 
Marxism, to universal Marxism, Matilde Elena Lopez 

Mr. Hinuines. Mrs. Lopez is a Chilean, is that correct, and is a 
widely-known Communist ? 

Mr. Mipence. This lady is from San Salvador. 

Mr. Hinurnes. She is known to be a Communist ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hititines. An admitted Communist ? 

The Inrerprerer. An admitted Communist. 

Mr. Hinuines. That was a personal note from her to the President 
of Guatemala, in this presentation ¢ 

The book was found in her personal effects, is that correct / 

Mr. Minence. That is correct, just like we found some of those news 
bulletins. We found a lot of books like The Life of Lenin, Marx, 
and all that, in the private room of Maria Vilanova de Arbenz, the 
wife of Arbenz. 

Mr. Hintnings. In other words, she had a private book collection, a 
whole series of these Marxist books and doctrines / 

Mr. MIDENCE. Kvery clay what they received from Moscow, they 
sent a copy to the President and also one copy to his wife. We found 
i. lot of books on how to be a good Communist, The Life of Stalin, 
Marx, and The Great Fraud. 

Che Inrerrrerer. The date of this inscription in the book is Decem 
ber 24, 1953. 

May I say something else about this, Mr. Chairman ¢ 

Mr. Hinnines. Yes. 

The Inrerererer. Evidently, this was printed in Chile, because it 
has the name of the editorial office of Chile Vida Nueva. 

Mr. Hituines. Soa book on the life of Mao Tse Tung Was appar 
ently printed in Chile? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hinuines. But it could have been a reprint of a book originally 
printed in China; is that right ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hiniines. Without objection, exhibit No. 17 will be accepted. 

I have here, exhibit No. 18, which purports to be a letter from a man 


who is referred to as Julian, The Black Eagle of Harlem, to someone 
n the Guatemalan Government. It is written on stationery of the 
Hotel Pan American, in Guatemala City, February 24, 1954. It says: 

rl ks for the doublecross, but I have powerful friends in Guatemala and 
we w see who is the boss 
The there is some handwriting here which says: 

I pa vou cash when the government sent the $14,000 to their minister. You 
want war, you shall get same 

Ing? ‘ 


(Signed) JutLiAn. 
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I believe the so-called Black Eagle of Harlem is known as an inter 
national supplier of munitions and at the time of the shipment of arms 
from Poland to Guatemala, he was interrogated, I believe, as to wheth- 
er or not he had any part in the shipment of arms from the Communists 
to Guatemala. 

Tell us where that was found, Mr. Midence. 

Mr. Mipence. This was found in the home of Alfonso Martinez 

Mr. Hitirnes. Who is he, and where is his home? 

Mr. Mipence. He was private secretary of the presidential house. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. Was he private secretary to the former President 
Arbenz ¢ 

Mr. MIDENCE. And also was the chief of the members of the Agra 
rian Reform Department. 

Mr. Hiniines. This was found in his personal effects in his house? 

Mr. Mipence. In his private office in the palace. 

Mr. Hitiincs. And you have the original copy in the committee 
files ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hiniines. Evidently the Black Eagle felt he had been double- 
crossed, is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hittres. Do you recall anything further in your investigations 
that would indicate the Black Eagle made further attempts to supply 
arms ? 

Mr. Mipence. Only what was in the paper in Guatemala, when he 
arrived in Guatemala. The paper mentioned it that he came down 
here to make a negotiation with the Government to sell arms, planes 
and tanks. 

Mr. Hitires. This is the only letter in the file which apparently 
indicated some negotiations may have been Fong On, 1s that correct / 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. McManon. Is the Alfonso Martinez the same fellow to whom 
President Castillo referred in his testimony this morning and deseribed 
as the leader of the assassins of Colonel Arana ? 

Mr. Mipen« EF. Yes, that is the one. 

Mr. Hituines. This is the same Martinez. to whom this letter is 
cirected ? 


Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 


Mr. Hituines. Without objection, this last document \ e a 
cepted in the record. 
The next group of documents show the purported transactions of 


Mr. and Mrs. Arbenz in their personal finances, and also in their official 
capacities in the Government, and also in line with a statement made 
by the President this morning that Arber 7 left the country n Dank 
ruptey when forced out by the liberation forces. We have a number of 
these documents here. We are anxious to speed up the identity of 
them. Mr. Midence, perhaps you could step forward here and we can 
hand these to you. You speak into the microphone and identify them 
as soon as you can. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have a photostat of the bank ae 
count of Senora Maria Vilanova de Arbenz. the w te of President 
Arbenz, which apparently indicates her balance in the Institute de 
Fomento de la Produccion. 

Mr. Hinuines. This will be exhibit No. 19 for identification. 
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Mr. McManon. It apparently reveals her balance at August 1, 1951, 
as $17.22. That is just about the time President Arbenz took office, 
August 20, 1951. 

The second is the same account in her bank at August 13, 1953, it 
appare ntly reveals her balance to be $65,969.86. 

Mr. Hitiines. How many years later was that ? 

Mr. McManon. Two years later. 

Mr. Hitrines. There was a 2-year period of time that she had in- 
creased her account by more than $60,000 ? 

Mr. McManon. That is right. 

The latter is identified as exhibit No. 20. 

Mr. Mmence. These were found in Mrs. Arbenz’ personal effects. 

Mr. HiniiNnés. Do you know whether or not she had other bank 
accounts beside the account in that particular bank ? 

Mr. Mipencr. We know she had an account in the Bank of Canada, 
and another one in Mexico, in San Salvador, and in Sweden. 

Mr. McManon. We havea photostat here of her account in the Bank 
of London. Are these deposits or withdrawals ? 

Mr. Hinurnes. Which exhibit is this, Mr. McMahon ? 

Mr. McManon. This will be exhibit No. 21. 

Mr. Hizurnes. We will mark it “Exhibit No. 21,” for identification. 
Without objection, exhibits 19 and 20, will be accepted in evidence. 

Mr. McManon. It shows that on August 11, 1953, a deposit of 
$33,000 was made. It shows that in September, after several with- 
drawals, she had a balance of $25,675.65. 

Mr. Hiixir6¢s. Where was that from, exhibit No. 21? 

Mr. Mipence. The same place. The personal effects of Mrs. Maria 
Vilanova de Arbenz. 

Mr. Hitiines. What is the significance of that document ? 

Mr. Mipence. Just to show how the President’s lady, who didn’t 
have a cent in her pocket when they came into the Chair, when just 
a few years later they have all this money in different banks in 
Guatemala, and also different banks in Latin America and Europe. 

Mr. Hiniincs. Do you know the salary of the President of 
Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipence. Today they cleared all these accounts and there was 
only $14 and something in the account of Maria Vilanova de Arbenz 
in the Bank of London. 

Mr. Hitiines. What was the salary when they came into power? 

Mr. Mipence. I am not sure. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. McMahon, for the purposes of the record, will 
you find that? 

Mr. McManon. I will, and insert it in the record at this point. 

(The information requested follows:) 

President Arbenz received a salary of $100,000 per year plus an allowance of 
$100,000 for expenses and maintenance. 

Mr. Hiriines. Would you say the salary of the President is 
considerably less than $60,000 a year ? 

Mr. Mipencr. Considerably less; yes. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. And would you also say your investigation shows 
that when Colonel and Mrs. Arbenz took refuge in the Mexican 
Embassy they were given asylum there in Guatemala C ity that their 
bank accounts were virtually depleted 2 

Mr. Mipence. (¢ ‘ompletely. 
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Mr. Hines. Do you think they found ways ot taking out that 
money with them ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. When we fot to Guatemala they had drawn 
all this money out, made a draft to a New York bank, and so forth. 
Some was sent to Mexico. 

Mr. Hintiines. Do you have any idea how they could get hold of this 
money aside of whatever was received by way of governmental sal: ry 
How do you think they got hold of some of the money appare1 tly 
deposited in those accounts ? 

Mr. Mipence. xJ—— 

The Inrerrrerer. Personal expenses for the President. Confi- 
dential expenses. 

Mr. Hitiines. Weren't they allowed certain confidential expenses? 

Mr. Mimpence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinptines. Do you know how much 

Mr. Mwencr. It was 2 or 3 million dollars for confidential expenses. 

Mr. Hiniines. Wait a minute, now. You say—is that what you 
mean, that they received approximately $2 to $3 million in confidential 
expenses during the time that Arbenz was President ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinutes. Is that provided for by law 2 Is the President of 
Guatemala allowed $2 to $3 million in confidential expenses ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. I don’t know if it is a law, but they make that way 
the law. j , 

Mr. Hires. They took it. And how did they vet ahold of tl 
money? Did they just request it from the Bank of Guatemala, or 
how was it done? 

Mr. Mipence. They ask the Congress, but almost all the members 
of the Congress were Communists. So, anything he asked for, the 
Congress would pass a law, clearing it. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Did the Congress authorize $2 to $3 million for con- 
fidential expenses by the President of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hir1u1nes. The Congress did authorize it ? 

Mr. Mwence. Yes. 

Mr. McManown. Is it true, Mr. Midence, that the confidential ex- 
penses which you describe as confidential, under the law were not to be 
used for personal purposes by the President, but were to be used for 
Government projects which were not specifically earmarked in the 
«ppropriations bill 

In other words, was it rather similar to the appropriations that our 
own Government makes for CLA, and various other funds which are 
regarded as confidential and the full facts not disclosed to public? 

Mr. Mipence. I don’t think I can answer that question. 

Mr. Hitirincs. You don’t know how it was handled? 

Mr. Mipence. No. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, at this point I wonder if for pur- 
poses of the record I could state that I have received information 
from an exceedingly reliable, but confidential financial source in 
New York, that during the past 5 years, President Arbenz has de- 
posited in Swiss banks in his account, between $500,000 and $2 million 
annually; that he now has a balance in Swiss banks exceeding $6 
million. 
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Mr. Hitiines. It was apparently all obtained from the Guatemalan 
treasury, because apparently he had no personal assets or investments, 
nor did his wife at the time they assumed office, is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. McManon. These three photostats purport to be deposits made 
by Senora Arbenz for the Bank of London. 

Mr. Chairman, I will mark them “Exhibits No, 22, No. 23, and No. 
24”: one is in the sum of $33.000, one $5,000, one $8,000. all during 
the year of 1953. 

Mr. Hinuines. Were these also found in the personal effects of 
Mrs. Arbenz? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have a photostat of several re- 
ceipts for sums of money made available by officials of Arbenz’s per 
sonal staff to Communists. I will show this to Mr. Midence, ask him 
to identify it, and give some indication of what these receipts signify. 

Mr. Mipencr. This is the way the private secretary used to give 
away the money that belonged to the people of Guatemala. You will 
notice down here it is received, $500, on just plain paper, just a 
memorandum from his office, to sign for $5,000, 

Here is another one for $3,000 ; $500 ; $500 and $5,000. 

As noted by the photostat, it is just a plain piece of paper from his 
office showing they didn’t pay any duty stamps or give a receipt. 

Mr. Hittines. You were supposed to pay a certain tax on that? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; a 5-percent stamp tax. But, this is just plain 
paper. 

Mr. Himuines. Where did it go? 

Mr. Mipencr. It was given to these propaganda fellows who were 
going into the interior making preparations for the President and 
for making this agrarian law. $5,000 was paid to the Revolution 
Party, which is the Communist Party; the party. 

Mr. Hitiines. Could you explain that in Spanish to the interpreter / 

The Inrerrrerer. One of these receipts show that he received from 
Alfonso Martinez, the sum of $5,000 to cover the expenses of the Revo- 
lutionary Action Party. 

Mr. Hitiines. Who received this money / 

The Iwrerprerer. It was received May 27, 1952 

Mr. Hitzrneés. Written handwriting is hard to decipher, but the 
point is, who received the money ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. The secretary of finance of this organization. 

Mr. Hitiines. And this was a Communist organization / 

Mr. Mipence. A Communist organization. 

Mr. Hitzires. And he received $5,000 ¢ 

Mr. Mipencer. $5,000. 

Mr. Huttines. Who gave it to him / 

Mr. Mipence. The private secretary of the President. 

Mr. Hitres. So the $5,000 being turned over to this individual 
who was active in the Communist movement could very well have 
been used for Communist activity: is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Himines. Do you know, as a matter of fact, how the money 
was used / 

Mr. Mipence. They used it to pay for all the propaganda they used 
in all the towns in Guatemala. 
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Mr. Hit1iines. What kind of propaganda ¢ 

Mr. MIpEN« E. Sending all those papers to all oflicers up there: the 
mayor's office. 

Mr. Hitirnes. What papers? 

Mr. Mipwence. The Octubre paper. 

Mr. Hitiincs. Communist publications ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiinés. And this money came from the private secretary of 
the President to advance Communist propaganda throughout the 
country: is that right ¢ 

Mr. MIpEN« E. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. I will identify these documents as 26 and 27. They 
ure simply enlargements of similar receipts made out on ordinary 
memorandum paper, made to the private secretary of the President 
and signed by another private secretary of the P resident. One is for 
$25,000 and the other is for $5,000. 

Mr. Hittincs. Was that found also in the personal effects of the 
President / 

Mr. MIDENCE. Yes. This was at the time Gol Zarlez Suarez was pri 
vate secretary of the President. He really wasn’t that but he was the 
publicity announcer. He was given $25,000 to cover all the propa 
ganda he made for Arbenz. This is December 14, 1951, at the time 
he was elected. 

Mr. Hitiines. Now, if in the United States, Mr. Midence, the pr 
vate secret: ries of our President should be signing personal notes for 
thousands of dollars to be given to various other people for propa 
ganda or other kinds of purposes, it would be a shocking and astound 
ing thing. 

Why wasn’t that situation known to the people of Guatemala: if it 
was made known, why wasn’t something done about it / 

Mr. Mipence. Because the people in Guatemala didn’t know whai 
was going on in the palace, only the fellows near it. 

Mr. HiILLINGs. Didn't some of the hewspapers become aware of this 
situation and pub lish the fact ? 

Mr. Mipence. This was done so privately that even the newspapers 
didn’t know. I don’t think they ever knew that money was going 
around like that in the presidential private office up there. 

Mr. Hiwurmcs. Wasn't any accounting requ red at all of the Presi- 
dent? Didn’t he have to account for the use of his fund at all? 

Mr. Mipence. That is why that money 1s confidential. He doesn’t 
have to—— 

Mr. Hituines. In other words, it was provided in the confidential 
funds provided by the Congress and the President had to make no ac 
counting and he could sign personal notes and turn over money to his 
secretaries. 

Mr. Mipence. They would sign I O U’s 

Mr. Hitiines. They would sign I O U’s — it was an entirely con- 
fidential way of operating and the facts never came to light until you 
discovered these documents after the liberation: is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitireés. And today, the treasury of Guatemala is completely 
depleted ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 
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Mr. McManon. I have here a photostat which I will mark “Exhibit 

28.” 
A photostate, exhibit 28, which purports to be the checkbook of 
Francisco Morazan, who was identified this morning by President 
Castillo as one of the murderers of Colonel Arana and shortly before 
the revolution was the private secretary of President Arbenz. ‘The 
checkbook shows a balance in the bank of London of $31,870. It lists 
a withdrawal of $10,000, which was a check to a close relative of his. 

The identification on the back states that “In this one checkbook, this 
man spent almost $80,000 in 20 days.” 

Mr. Hinurnes. Where was that found ? 

Mr. Mipence. That was found also in the private office of Morazan 
because he was the private bodyguard of President Arbenz. 

Mr. Htrures. Without objection, all of these exhibits that have 
been discussed will be accepted in evidence. 

The next exhibit will be exhibit 29. 

Mr. McManon. Exhibit 29 is a letter indicating Senora Arbenz 
contributed $100 to pay expenses for a peace festival. 

At the same time I would like to introduce another exhibit, No. 30, 
indicating Senora Arbenz contributed $50 to send a student from 
the Dominican Republic to the Berlin Peace Festival in 1951. 

Mr. Hit1ines. Those were found also in the personal effects of 
Mrs. Arbenz. 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; the personal effects of Mrs. Arbenz. 

Mr. Hiurnas. Here we have a case of the wife of the chief execu- 
tive of Guatemala contributing personally to the sending of certain 
students to Communist-sponsored meetings abroad, such as the East 
Berlin Peace Festival. Isthat correct ? 

Mr. Mivence. That is right; yes. 

Mr. McManon. The next exhibit, exhibit 31, is a photostat of a 
simple memorandum signed by Francisco Morazan, a receipt for 
$10,000 which he received from Senora Arbenz. No explanation is 
oiven. 

Mr. Hitxirnes. Without objection, these latest exhibits will be ad- 
mitted in evidence. 

Now, do you still have more financial documents, Mr. McMahon? 

Mr. McManon. I have a series of bills which I will mark as exhibit 
32. for identification. 

This series ot bills indicates senor Martinez spent several thou- 
sand dollars in a little more than a month purchasing tweed suits. 

Mr. Hitirnes. That is the same Martinez whose name was men- 
tioned earlier in the testimony ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. Hitiines. Where did he get the money for that? 

Mir. Me MAHON. There is no indication. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Where was that found, Mr. Midence? 

Mr. Mivence. That was found in Martinez’ private office. 

Mr. Hituines. Without objection, it will be received in evidence. 

Mr. Mipence. Here is a photograph showing how Martinez used to 
speak to the laborers. 

Mr. McManon. Exhibit 33 is a photostat of a voucher from the 
Bank of America, indicating payment to the Government of Guate- 
mala, of $15,900 in interest and time deposits that the Government 
carried in that bank. 
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The descript ive capt ion says: 

This money has disappeared and there is no indication of it in the Government's 
records. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Tell us where that was found ¢ 

Mr. Mivencr. That was found in the private office of President 
Arbenz. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Without objection, exhibit 33 will be received i 
evidence. 

Do you have any more exhibits on the financial phase of the Arbe1 
activities, Mr. McMahon ? 

Mr. McManon. No. 

Mr. Hinires. Mr. Feighan, do you wish to ask any questions, at 
this time, on the matter we have just been through ¢ 

Mr. FriguHan. No. 

Mr. Hituines. We are trying to offer these documents in special 
categories all at one time and we will shift to a different category in a 
moment. 

Mr. Midence, I hold in my hand a typewritten series of pages, som¢ 
six in number, which are headed, “A report from the National Defenss 
Committee Against Communism.” ‘The Committee of the Defei 
Against Communism, Republic of Guatemala, Central America. 


As I say, this is typewritten, and it is written in Eng] 

Have you ever seen this document before, which I mark as exhibit 
34 ¢ 

Mr. Mipencr. That was printed in my office in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hituines. Was it prepared under your direction as a membei 


of the comite ? 


Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. And you are familiar with the contents of it / 

Mr. Mipence. I am. 

Mr. Hiines. And you can vouch for its truthfulness ? 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. 

Mr. Hinurnes. It isin the nature of asummary of some of the things 
the comite has discovered so far in its persual of the thousands of docu- 
ments found in the records of the Communists since they left office, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. 

Mr. Hitires. I would like to offer part of it for the record. I 
read from it, beginning on page 3. This is a preliminary report by 
this comite, which is the official government agency of Guatemala 
charged with the study of these documents. : 

The quantity of propaganda that arrived directly from the Iron Curtain 
countries is astounding. Thousands of volumes, in dozen languages, of the 
works of Marx, Lenin, and Stalin. Leather-bound books, printed in Spanish in 
Moscow, on Soviet literature, history, and political philosophy Books by the 
hundreds for children. Textbooks, scientific manuals, magazines, art volumes 
with expensive color reproductions, reproductions of Communist works by Latin 
authors. Posters from Red China, Russia, Poland, and Rumania, phonograph 
records in miniature, sent in folded post cards. Color films 








And, incidentally, we have received in the last 2 days, approxi- 
mately 6 color films which are Soviet films, which were used in 
Guatemala. We are reviewing those films now and it is possible we 
may offer some of them for viewing by the members of the committee 
ancl those interested in endeavoring to obtain further information on 
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the type of propaganda that the Soviet Union itself sent directly to 
Guatemala. 


Color films, For an Everlasting Peace, for a People’s Democracy, the party 
newspaper published in Budapest in 19 languages. Newsletters, pamphlets, 
post cards. The extent of the printed work now held by the committee is 
staggering 

Most of this material was sent to Guatemala for commercial sale, but was in 
reality passed out gratis to party liners. This country was the distribution 
point for Central America. There is no way of knowing how much Russian 
propaganda was passed through party channels to Honduras, Costa Rica, Mexico, 
and other Central American Republics 

From the walls of the party headquarters have come gigantic paintings of 
Stalin, Lenin, Malenkov, and Mao. These hung side by side with heroic 
blowups of Arbenz 

The supply of Red propaganda was almost as constant from other Latin 
American countries. Thousands of volumes published in Chile, Argentina, 
Mexico, and Cuba arrived regularly to Government offices, political headquarters, 
and educational centers. The works of leftist poets and painters—especially 
of Neruda and Rivera—were studded into the libraries of schools throughout 
the Republic 

Truly interesting for the workers of the comite was the detailed study of 
the private papers of ex-President and Mrs. Arbenz. In the days that followed 
the Arbenz resignation most top Communist leaders succeeded in destroying 
the majority of their private papers, but Arbenz and his wife were not so 
diligent Their private files have clearly demonstrated two things: That Arbenz 
was controlled by the Communists, with a push from his wife, and that both 
were participants in a gigantic malversion of public funds. The following are 
typical of the papers found: 


And here are some of the lists in the Arbenz’ personal effects, some 
of which have already been referred to in the testimony of Mr. 
Midence, and his identification of many of the documents we have 
offered in evidence. 


A list of “answers” prepared for the President by Communist advisers. 
These were to be in response to a questionnaire put to Arbenz about Com- 
munist infiltration, made by high-ranking Army officers. Similar “lists of 
suggestions” slated for newspapermen, visiting diplomats, etc., were also found, 
all typed on the same typewriter. Bookstore bills for both the President and 
his wife, dated in the last months of 1949, exclusively for Marxist works. 
Many papers showing how Mrs. Arbenz contributed to send students and propa- 
ganda material to half a dozen European and Asiatic “peace” conferences. 
Letters and telegrams from well-known Communists all over the world. Corres 
pondence between Mr. and Mrs. Arbenz and the Czech and Soviet Embassies 
in Mexico City. Bank statements, one of Mrs. Arbenz, showing that she had 
$12 in her checking account before her husband was inaugurated. 


We introduced that in evidence a minute ago. 


Two years later she had a balance of $88,000. Receipts from Government 
officials. SSome were for sums up to $25,000 but even so were informal affairs, 
often written on the backs of envelopes without mentioning date or purposes for 
which the money was to be used. 

The total effect of the private Arbenz papers is astounding. They reflect 
the poisonous influence exercised by international communism on compliant 
heads of state. They certainly put the lie to Arbenz’ frequent public declara- 
tions, even in his last days of office, that he was not pampering the Communists. 
Not only was he tolerating them; he aided and abetted them in their plans to 
make Guatemala a Kremlin-controlled country. 

The papers of the final days of the Arbenz regime would be almost pitiful if 
ve could not remember the ex-President’s protestations of innocence in his final 
address to the nation. These were the days when an alert salesman was trying 
to sell bulletproof vests to the presidential couple “under the impression that 
such artifacts are necessary at this time.’ And these were the days when Sra. 
Arbenz purchased only six books: Letters to a Mother, Modern Matrimony, The 
Education of Parents, Impotency in the Male, Onanism and Homosexuality, and 
Nervous States. The date of these purchases was the 2d of June 1954 
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From the mountainous stacks of documents and Soviet propaganda being 
analyzed by the comite, it is fervently hoped that a constructive program to 
fight future Communist infiltration in Latin America can be achieved. And that 
other nations can realize the danger that besets them should they succumb to 
the blandishments of Soviet communism. 

And that is the end of the quotation from this preliminary report 
of the official Government agency of Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. Exhibit 35 consists of photostats of 3 lists of books 
purchased from a bookstore in Guatemala by Arbenz 2 years before he 
became President. The date is 1949. They are all Communist pub- 
lications. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do you want to read it? 

Mr. McManon. “Stalin.” 

I’m afraid my Spanish isn’t up to it. 

Mr. Bent ey. The first one is Stalin, Marxism, and the Problems; 
No. 2: A Biography of Stalin; 3: History of the Communist Party; 
4: Biographical Work of Lenin; 5—Mr. Counsel, are the other 2 that 
were checked also to be read ¢ 

Mr. McManon. The whole list. 

Mr. Bentiey. Stalin, Questions of Leninism; Koriakoit, Why I Do 
Not Return; Trotsky, Mivida; Kravchenko, Escogida Libertad (1 
Chose Freedom); and an additional “Area of Philosophy,” by F. 
Mora. 

Mr. McManon. To speed this up, Mr. Chairman, I might say the 
second list consists of a list of some 20 books all of a similar nature. 
That is a part of the exhibit. The third list consists of several books 
apparently purchased by Senor Arbenz. The titles do not mean 
much tome. Perhaps Mr. Midence can identify them. 

Mr. Hitiines. Where were these found ? 

Mr. Mivence. In Arbenz’ private papers. 

Mr. BENTLEY. Jealousie to the Insanity of D. Erasmo; Madame 
Bovary; Flowers of Miss Morton, by Baudelaire; Origin of the Fam- 
ily, by Engels; two Communist manifestos ; Materialism and Compiled 
Criticism of Lenin; Thus Was Steel Tempered; Elementary Princi- 
ples of Philosophy, by Politzer ; The Great Man. 

I can’t make out the signature, here, “S-L-I-N,”’ Soviet Review 
No. 7. 

Mr. Hitiines. I don’t think it is necessary to cite all of them. I 
think we understand basically the type of books. 

The INTERPRETER. There is some reference to literature of Marx, 
Lenin, and Stalin, that were also included among these books. 

Mr. Hitiines. This is offered, as I understand it, Mr. McMahon, 
to show the field in which Mr. and Mrs. Arbenz seemed to direct their 
reading matter; is that right? Most of the material purchased by 
them in the bookstores was material along Marxist lines, with a few 
anti-Communist books apparently thrown in. 

Mr. McManon. I think it indicates a very strong leaning to the 
Communists by Arbenz before he became President. I think it is very 
important because in many parts of the world in Latin American 
countries they still believe that Arbenz was simply a somewhat mis- 
guided liberal. 

Exhibit 36 is a letter from the Russian Embassy in Mexico to a film 
exhibitor of Guatemala listing about 25 Soviet films that he is forward- 
ing to Guatemala, 








44 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


Mr. Hiniines. That is exhibit 36. 

Will you identify this, Mr. Midence, and tell us, again, where it was 
found ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. That was found in the home of Gilberto del 
Valle. He represented the Soviet and European firms. 

He was a director of Soviet and Kuropean films. 

Mr. Hitiines. Could you find a theater almost at any time in 
Guatemala City which was showing Communist films, or Russian 
films ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; in every theater in Guatemala, because United 
States films, they put on a tax so high that the theater owners didn’t 
want to pay it and that is why no films from the United States got to 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hittrneés. In other words, you could see a Russian film fairly 
cheaply ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. They didn’t pay any duties on these. 

Mr. Hitiines. If you wanted to see an American film it would cost 
you more money than to see a Russian film; is that right 4 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. They also brought some Italian films 
and some French films also. 

Mr. Feicuan. I just wanted to get that clear in my mind: What 
exactly was the reason why it would cost more to see an American 
film? Was it because the American films cost more ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. He made a law and put a tax on the American films. 

Mr. Ferenan. In other words, it was because of the Government tax. 

Mr. McMaunon. The American films were subject to a tax and the 
Soviet films were not subject to a tax. 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Exhibit 36 will be received in evidence. 

Mr. McManon. Exhibit 37 is a chart which shows the Communist 
control of the educational system of Guatemala. 

At the top of the chart is Victor Manuel Gutierrez, who has already 
been identified. It then shows the chain of command from him down 
to various other people, including Virginia Bravo Lettelier, who has 
been identified as a Communist. 

It even goes into the kindergarten and orTrammar school and rural- 
school directorships. 

Ill ask Mr. Midence to identify this and to explain it. 

Mr. Hitiines. I might say we are going to offer testimony from 
another witness from Guatemala who is particularly familiar with the 
educational system and who will describe the efforts made by the Com- 
munists to control that. It is particularly significant to note, as ] 
found in the course of my visit to that country as a representative of 
this committee, that even kindergarten teachers in many cases took 
refuge in the Embassies of other Latin American countries where they 
sought political asylum, after the Communist government was over- 
thrown. Even some kindergarten teachers, apparently because of 
their Communist activities, demanded political asylum, which indi- 
cates the extent to which the educational system was infiltrated. 

Mr. Midence, where was that found ? 

Mr. Mipence. In this group of teachers called the STEG. 

Mr. Hiturnes. It was found in their headquarters ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; all this paper we got there. 

Mr. Hixines. In Guatemala City ? 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 15 


Mr. Mipence. In Guatemala City. 

Mr. McManon. Perhaps we could speed this up if, now that that 
lias been identified, that the discussion and the explanation be post- 
poned until tomorrow. 

Mr. Hitiines. Without objection, we will withhold further discus- 
sion and the document will be accepted in the record. 

We have two more documents to offer at this time. The first one 
we will mark “Exhibit 38,” which is a photostat of a souvenir from the 
Soviet Union, from a man named Caceres, who is a well-known Com- 
munist, and it was sent to President Arbenz. There is a Spanish 
identification on it. There is a dedication written on it in Spanish 
and it shows the hammer and sickle and apparently is a further indi- 
cation of the esteem with which this well-known Communist held the 
President of Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentley, will you read the inscription ? 

Mr. Bent ey (reading) : 

Jose Luis Caceres Rodriguez sends greetings to the citizen-president of the 
Republic, Col. Jacob Arbenz, enclosing a souvenir of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hitiirnes. Where was that found, Mr. Midence? 

Mr. Mipence. This was found in Colonel Arbenz’ private office. 

Mr. Hitiines. Without objection, it will be received in evidence. 

This is a biography of Josef Stalin. It is addressed te Senora 
Arbenz, with a dedication to her from a woman by the name of 
Matilde Elena Lopez, who was an admitted Communist and who was 
once private secretary to Senora Arbenz. Her personal signature and 
dedication to this Life of Joseph Stalin. 

Where was that found 2 

Mr. Mipence. In Mrs. Arbenz’ perso 

Mr. Hiturncs. Without objection it wi be a epted for the record. 

Again, ’ll mention to the members of the committee that this 
latest material is by way of cumulative evidence further showing the 
close relationship between the Arbenz’ and well known Communists 
and the amount of material praising the Soviet Union which they were 
apparently very happy and pleased to receive. 

I might say we found no evidence in the study of many perso} al 
papers and effects of Mr. Arbenz’ wife of any rejections of such gifts 
from Communists. 

Mr. McManon. Exhibit No. 40 indicates the close tieup between 
the Communist Party of Guatemala and Communists in other coun 
tries. 

It is a letter to Senora Virginia Bravo Lettelier. advising her that 
she is to be a delegate to the peace conference in 1950, 

Mr. Hiurnes. The letter is dated January 11, 1950. 

Will you show exhibit 40 to the witness, please. 

Mr. Mipence. This document also was found in Mrs. Arbenz’ private 
yapers. 

Mr. McManon. In order to clarify that last point, I would like to 
ask one more question: Was Virginia Bravo Lettelier for a time per- 
sonal secretary to Senora Arbenz? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; she was. 

Mr. Hinurnes. And she was an admitted Communist ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. Bentley, do you have any questions at this time? 
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Mr. Bentiey. I have no questions. 

Mr. Hiniines. That concludes this phase of our discussions of some 
of the documents that were found in Guatemala City. 

The committee will recess at this time until tomorrow morning at 
10 o’clock, at which time we will receive testimony concerning the 
atrocities that were committed by the Communists in Guatemala. We 
have the photographs of some of those atrocities here in the room and 
we will have further evidence to offer tomorrow morning in that 
regard. 

We will also present some of the sworn statements by various indi- 
viduals in Guatemala who witnessed some of these atrocities and whose 
statements will describe them in detail. At the same time we will hear 
testimony concerning the educational system of Guatemala under the 
Communists and the extent of infiltration there as well as in other 
ph: uses of government and life. 

In addition, we will receive testimony from several of the partici- 
pants in the army of liberation, who will describe their experiences 
there, and also the operation of the anti-Communist underground in 
Guatemala that has existed since the country has been under Commu- 
nist rule. 

The committee will now adjourn. 

(Whereupon, at 4:50 p. m., the committee recessed, to reconvene at 
10 a. m. Tuesday, September 28, 1954.) 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1954 


Hovsk& or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LATIN AMERICA, OF THE 
Housk Sevecr CoMMIrree To INVESTIGAT! 
CoMMUNIST AGGRESSION AND THE FORCED 
INCORPORATION OF THE Batic Srares [nro rHe U.S.S. R., 
Washington, LD), t. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:25 a. m., House Of 
fice Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Patrick J. Hillings (chair 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 
Present: Messrs. Hillings, Bentley, and Feighan. 
Also present: Patrick McMahon, consultant to committee. 
Mr. Hiniines. The subcommittee will come to order. 
Mr. Midence, will you return to the witness stand and take a seat 
there. 
We are going to continue with the testimony of Mr. Midence, a 
member of the Guatemala Comite for the Defense against Communism 
to which we referred in testimony yesterday. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF RAUL MIDENCE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
J. I. PUENTE, INTERPRETER—Resumed 


We are going to ask you to identify several more documents and a 
number of photographs which will then be offered for the record. 

Mr. McMahon, we have first of all two telegrams, I believe; is that 
right ? 

This will be exhibit 41. 

I will hand this exhibit to Mr. Bentley and ask him to translate it. 
It purports to be an official telegram. 

Mr. Bentley, will you translate this and then we will show it to the 
witness. 

Incidentally, I might say that after Mr. Midence finishes, we will 
call Mr. Sisneiga, and Mr. Sisneiga will have a prepared statement 
which will summarize his testimony and I think make it a little bit 
easier for those who wish to follow his testimony. 

After the reading of his statement, he will be questioned by the com- 
mittee concerning the educational system under the Communists in 
Guatemala, and also his experiences as a member of the liberation 
army and as one who is engaged in the anti-Communist underground. 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Chairman, this is a telegram that has been some- 
what misspelled in the transcription, but I will try to bring it out. 
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It is a telegram sent to three individuals—I don’t believe I need to 
spell their names. It is signed by the secretary of the FCGG, the 
secretary of the CAE, and the representatives of the CNCG. 

All of these persons are claimed to be armed peasants, or membe 
of the peoples’ army. It says this: 

Today, 2 enemy planes bombarded the honor guard 
I believe that must be a military headquarters— 


Without causing either damage or losses. Advise immediately all comrades to 
prepare themselves and to come at once to the civil guard 
that means the headquarters of the civ il guard. 

Regarding reactionaries, in case of an attack, shoot them without any hesi 
tatior 

The telegram has been folded here. I’m afraid I can’t make this 
out. The telegram has been folded and the wording is not plain here. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Let’s show the telegram tothe witness. The telegram 
is dated June 18, 1954. 

Will you tell us where you have seen this before, where the original 
is and where you found it ? 

Mr. Mipence. This telegram was found in the town of Antigua, i 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiniines. Where ? 

Mr. Mipence. In the telegraph office, Kvery time they send a tele- 
gram they keep a copy. 

Mr. Hitxiines. There was a copy and apparently the telegram was 
delivered in Antigua. 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. It is signed by Manuel Monroy, who was secre- 
tary of the FCGG. , 

Mr. Himiincs. What is that organization ? 

Mr. Mipence. That isa labor union. 

Mr. Hitzineés. Give it in Spanish. What do the initials stand for? 

Mr. Mipence. Nacional Campesina de Guatemala. 

This man was secretary of the farmers’ federation. 

Mr. Hitirnes. And he is known to be a Communist, is that right 6 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hues. That was the testimony, previously given. Who is 
this addressed to ? 

Mr. Mipence. It is addressed to Victor Jimenez. 

Mr. Hituines. Who is he? 

Mr. Mipencr. The mayor of asmall village. 

Mr. Hitiines. This secretary-general of the farmers’ union, known 
to be a Communist, is sending a telegram out to the mayors; is that 
right / 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. 

Mr. Hiti1n¢s. In this case, the mayor of Antigua? 

Mr. Mipencer. Yes. 

Mr. Hiixirés. Instructing them in what to do and how to conduct 
themselves in the face of this revolution that is taking place and giving 
orders to kill what he calls reactionaries, “without hesitation”: is 
that right ? 

Mr. Mipencr. That’s right. 

Mr. Hituincs. So the Communists, apparently—as evidenced by 
this telegram—were actually giving orders to the mayors of various 
towns in Guatemala ? 
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Mr. MIDENCE. Yes, sir. The complete control of the labor unions 
in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hituines. The orders were to kill any reactionaries without 
hesitation. 

Mr. Miwence. That’s right. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. Without objection, exhibit 41 will be admitted into 
the record. 

Now, Mr. McMahon, exhibit 42. 

Mr. McManon. It is a teleoram purported to come trom Rogelio 
C. Briones, the chief of police of Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. There is a telegram sent to the subchief of the civil 
guard, from the chief of the civil guard, and the town of Esquinela, 
dated June 4, 1954. The chief of the civil guard signed the telegram. 
His name is Rogelio C. Briones. 

Briones is transmitting to his subchief the text of a telegram 
received from the director-general of the civil guard by the name of 
Rogelio Cruz Wer, who | think has already been identified for the 


record. It is sioned “Cruz, director-general of the civil guard.” The 
telegram reads as follows: 
I transmit to you a message I have received. Capture immediately all mayors 


and other anti-Communist municipal authorities, even though they are presently 
members of the Revolutionary Party, provided that they have previously been 
known as anti-Communists. Keep them in prison and at the first sign of an 
attack execute them immediately. Acknowledge receipt of this telegram. 


l 


Signed CO rez. 

Mr. HILLINGs. Mr. Midence, will you step forward and examine 
exhibit 42? Tell us again where you found it and what other infor 
mation you know about it. 

Mr. Mipence. This was found in Esquinela in the telegraph office. 
‘These orders in all these telegrams we find in every town in Guatemala. 
This telegram was sent by Rogelio Cruz Wer to every town in Gua- 
temala. This really is the same telegram that we found in every town 
and I only brought one of these copies. It was a cireula telegram 
sent to all cities. 

Mr. Mc MAtIon. Mr. Midence, has your comite received any evi- 
dence which would indicate whether or not those instructions were 
carried out ? 

Mr. Mipent E. Yes; this instruction was earried out i every town 
in Guatemala. That is why we don’t know how many people these 
fellows killed because they usually hide the bodies. They kill them 
in one town and bury them in another one, or bury them in the moun- 
tain, and some families of those fellows who are missing are asking if 
we know about such and such a fellow, and until now we haven't 
really known where they are buried, such as my cousin. We don’t 
know where they buried him. 

Mr. McManon. Wer was directly under the orders of President 
Arbenz, in the national police force. 

Mr. Mipence. That’s right. 

Mr. McManon. These orders must have beer approved by Arbenz? 

Mr. Mipen¢ kK. That order was viven by telephone to Cruz Wer. 
There was no message that we could pick up. 

Mr. Mc MAHON. Mr. Midence, we will very shortly introduce evi 


dence of murders and atrocities which you submitted to this committee. 
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The importance of this telegram is that it definitely links Cruz Wer, 
and incidentally President Arbenz, with those murders and tortures, 
which will be brought out later, is that correct 4 

Mr. Mipence. That’s correct. 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a statement that 
I think would be appropriate at this point. 

Mr. Hitiines. Proceed, Mr. Bentley. 

Mr. Bentiry. I would like to say the fact that the Guatemalan 
Communist Government issued orders to shoot—to take hostages 
and execute them at any sign of an internal uprising, or attack from 
outside, is so reminiscent of what this committee discovered last year 
in eXamining the situation in the Baltic States when the Germans 
were attacking the Soviet Union in 1941 and were actually invading 
the Baltic States, all the hostages that the Soviets and the local Com 
munists had taken up until that time were immediately executed and 
dumped Into mass graves, pract ically the evening before the Germans 
actually came into those countries, insofar as it lay within the Com- 
munist’s power to do that. It is a thing which is very reminiscent 
of what we are learning has been taking place in Guatemala, last 
summer at the time of this uprising. The fact that these hostages 
are taken and executed at the last minute when the Communist power 
seems to be threatened. 

I would assume that the situation would be true anywhere behind 
the Iron Curtain, if there was any sign of liberation from either 


within or without. The Communists would attempt to carry out as 
many mass executions of peop le in their power as possible | efore they 
were overthrown. That seems to be a pattern that was followed in 


the Baltic States, as I say, and certainly we have evidence of it in 
Gcuatemala. 

Mr. Hitirnes. I coneur with you, Congressman Bentley. There 
is no doubt about it. Certainly the same pattern has been followed 
everywhere in the world. Whenever overthrow appears to be taking 
place, they immediately begin a reign of terror, to try to terrorize 
anyone who might stand up against the Communists and also to de- 
stroy any evidence that might be used against them if the anti-Com 
munist forces should be successful. I sat as a member of the full 
Committee on Communist Aggression in Europe and sat in on other 
hearings in Chicago, New York, and Washington, and the pattern 
everywhere is the same, including that situation in Guatemala. 

It is part of the worldwide technique and effort of the Communists 
in almost every instance. 

There is evidence, also, which T think we will be able to present 
either in this hearing or in a later hearing on this subject, by this sub 
committee, of some of the things that were done along that same line 
in Guatemala, in addition to what we are bringing out here today. 

One bit of information concerns the activities of Cruz Wer. the 
former chief of police, whose name has been mentioned here several 
times. In the final days in Guatemala City before the anti-Com 
munists forces succeeded in entering the city Mr. Wer went through 
the prison. The political prisoners were set aside and he tried to 
aoa as many of them as he could, walking from place to place. 

Do you recall that information, Mr. Midence? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 
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Mr. Hitureés. Could you describe a little bit of Mr. Cruz Wer’s 
activities in the final days of Guatemala City ¢ 

Mr. MIDENCE. The whole world knows the atrocities that took 
place there. They cut the bodies of many of them. They hung 
them up by the cheeks. 

Mr. Hituines. Would vou describe that in Spanish and let the 
interpreter give it to us in English ¢ 

There are reporters here who know Spanish. Speak loudly so 
you can be heard. Just speak in Spanish as loudly as you do in 
English. 

Mr. MIDENCE (through Interpreter ). Some of the men were tor 
tured and mutilated to the point where they slashed their cheeks with 
razors, they cut their ears off and after they cut their cheeks—they 
slash their cheeks off, they pulled them down so as to dishigure them 
completely. 

Mr. HiLuincs. What other techniques cd they do DY Way of mut 
lation of bodies / 

The Inrerprerer. He tells me that they also castrated some of these 
men. 

Mr. Hitirnes. That wasa rather common practice, wasn't it 

Mr. MIpENcE. Yes. A lot of bodies we found were castrated. 

Mr. Hiriumes. We are trying to find the lst of formal charges 
taken from the files of the Attorney General in Guatemala. Appar 
ently that list is still in the Library of Congress being translated 
We can’t seem to locate it, so I fear we will have to go ahead and 
offer the pictures and put the official charges filed in Guatemala ¢ 
against these individuals for these atrocities in the record as soot 
as we can get them. 

Mr. Midence, you examined a group of photographs here a few 
minutes ago. We are colng to have to number them, Mr. Reporter, 
in order. Perhaps we can do that as soon as he has identified them 
and then we will number them in the order numerically in which | 
discusses them. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I suggest Mr. Midence take the 
photographs and examine each one and tell briefly the circumstances. 

Mr. Hinures. Will you take these photographs, Mr. Midence, take 
these photographs and examine them. 

Mr. McMahon, you hand the photographs to Mr. Midence, and Mr. 
Midence, you tell where the photograph was taken. Identify the 
photograph, tell where it was taken. If you can identify the ind 
vidual pictured in there, do so, and also describe any other details 
concerning the photograph. 

Mr. Mipence. Exhibit 43 is a photograph taken in Antigua in the 
cemetery. I was in charge of exhuming the bodies to see if we can 
find two friends of ours. 

The only way they could identify this one was with his teeth, by 
the dentists who worked on him. 

Mr. Hiiurnes. The bodies were so mutilated that the only way you 
could identify them was through their teeth / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

This is a friend of ours called Cosme Viscovich. 

Mr. Hitires. What do you know about him? 

Mr. Mipence. This friend of ours was in a cell with a group, 
including Lionel. 
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Mr. Hiiiines. He was ina cell with them ? 

Mr. Mipence. He was in Honduras at that time. They sent Cosme 
down here. A special sabotage fellow. They caught him in the 
town of Retahuleu in Guatemala. He was sent down to blow up the 
train tracks. 

Mr Hirires. He was a member of the liberation army? 

Mr. Mipence. He was a member of the liberation army. So they 
took him to Escuintla in Guatemala. In Guatemala they kill him and 
kill also 13 people with him and they sent the bodies to a little small 
town near Antigua. 

Then on the 13th of June they took the bodies—we know the date 
because a friend of mine is in charge of the hospital in Antigua—he 
was sent to take all these bodies to the amphitheater of the hospital, 
and then they bury these fellows, again, in the cemetery of Antigua. 

They were doing these things because they knew some families— 
they were trying to pick up his boys or parents, to give him a decent 
burial. 

Mr. Hrines. How did they bury him originally? 

Mr. Mipence. They just dropped him in a hole. In this hole there 
were 3 bodies, thrown in a hole in the ground, and the hole was 6 or 7 
feet deep. They just took these fellows and dropped them in the 
hole. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Now, were all of these pictures that you have in 
front of you taken in Antigua, or the cemetery near Antigua / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, they were. 

Mr. Hitzines. You were in charge of the detail that exhumed these 
bodies: is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hinurnes. The answer is “ Yes” ? 

Mr. Mipencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitiines. Then you saw all of this yourself ? 

Mr. Mipencr. That is true. 

Mr. Hitiines. Were you there when the photographer took these 
photographs ? 

Mr. Mipencer. Yes, I was there. 

Mr. Hinuines. Was the photographer a part of it—— 

Mr. Mipence. Liberation army. 

Mr. Hizirnes. A member of the liberation army ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. And he was under your control and your direction 
when he took the pictures? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hiruines. All right. 

Mr. Mivence. This is exhibit 44 and it shows the bodies where they 
drug them out of the hole. In this exhibit you will notice a lot of 
bodies already sticking out of the holes. 

Mr. Hiriines. How many bodies did you find? 

Mr. Mipencr. 13. We found Tarlosbillacorea. We found him. 
His friends were with us. We didn’t allow him to go inside of the 
cemetery because it was awful to see how the bodies were. 

Mr. Himes. Who were all the people in addition to the ones you 
ment ioned whose bodies were found 2 Were they all members ot the 
liberation army ¢ 
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Mr. Mipence. They were just anti-Communist people from An- 
tigua and other places in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiuutnes. Did the people of Antigua give vou any informa 
tion when you came in? In other words, what did your investigation 
show as to when and why these people were killed ? 

Mr. Mipencer. We started the investigation because in the penitet 
tiary is this Reginaldo Archilla who killed all the people in the police 
station in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. Is this his picture ? 

Mr. Mtpence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. We will mark this “E xhibit bi? 

You identify this man as the one in ( harge of this killin o; 1S that 
right ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. HILLINGs. How do you know that 6 

Mr. Mipence. Because we knew him before when we were workin: 


to sabotage the Communists in Guatemala City. We knew all the 
people in the police station. We knew Archilla was the chief of th 
torture chamber of Guatemala. When we got into Guatemala, the 
liberation army, we went in and saw the torture chamber all bloody— 
all the walls were bloody and even the floor. 

Mr. Hitirnes. You charge that this man is responsible for the 
killing of some 13 people ? 

Mr. Mipence. Hundreds of people he killed. 

Mr. Hituines. Where is he today ? 

Mr. Mwwence. Heis in the penitentiary in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitures. Is he awaiting trial 4 

Mr. Mipence. He isawaiting trial. 

Mr. HILLINGs. And the charges have bee preferred against him 
this case? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes,sir. Weare going toshoot him. 

Mr. Hitiines. How many people is he charged with killing ? 

Mr. Mup1 NCE, He says he doesn’t remember how many he did. 

Mr. Hintincs. Wait a minute. How many people has he beet 
charged with killing, in the documents that have been filed before the 
court / 

Mr. Mipence. The document is still in court and they are still ask 
ing’ him que stions bee ‘“ause the Vy know that he knows more than what 
he is saying. 

Mr. Hines. In other words, the charges haven't been completed 
yet and he is still under investigation ? 

Mr. Mivence. They are completing the investigation of him. 

Mr. Hiniines. And a is awaiting trial ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, si 

Mr. Hitiines. W ‘thout objection, this photograph, exhibit 47 is 
admitted. 

Mr. Bentiey. What is the source of the photograph ? 

Mr. Hitirnes. Where was that photograph taken ? 

Mr. Mipence. In the penitentiary. 

Mr. Hiturnes. The shakigie was supplied to this subcommittee by 
whom ? 

Mr. Mipence. By the photographer of the liberation army. 

Mr. Hines. Could you in Spanish, again, describe why you feel 
that he was responsible for the killing of the individuals whose bodies 
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are pictured in the photographs that you have before you! It is a 
little difficult to follow your answers to the question. Answer it in 
Spanish. Tell us what the people of Antigua and surrounding areas 
told you about the particular event which led to the deaths of these 
people whose bodies you exhumed / 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). We asked Archilla at the 
penitentiary where Cosme Viscovich was, and he said that he had been 
tortured and killed at the police headquarters, and that the bodies 
of those who died that day were carried to a town near Antigua. It 
isa town of the native islands. 

On June 30, 1954, we found out through the police at Antigua that 
13 bodies had been exhumed and taken to the hospital at Antigua and 
buried in the cemetery of Antigua. Then Col. Carlos Castillo Armas 
gave the order that we should go and exhume these bodies and try to 
find out if the body of Cosme Viscovich was there among them. 
(Cosme was a boy that the colonel liked very muc h. So much so that 
his sister was in exile with him and with the companion of Colonel 
Armas’ wife. We went to Antigua with Cosme’s parents, and Villa 
corta. To identify the bodies, we had to take doctors and dentists 
because a great many of them had been under the dentist's care some 


time before they were exiled. These dentists in their files had the 
sheet showing the work they had done on the mouth of Villacorta and 
Cosme. The dentists were the ones who really identified the bodies, 


because the bodies were so mutilated that it was not possible to identify 
at first sight who was who. 

Mr. Hit INGs. Now, you sal d the boclies were mutilated. What did 
you fi ndonthe bodies by way of mutilation ? 

Mr. Mipence. Those bodies were found in a place called Villalobos. 
It isa river. That is a sand river. They buried those bodies inside 
near the river so in the time of the flood, maybe it carry the bodies 
away. That is what they were trying to do. All those Communists 
didn’t want the people of Guatem: ala to find the bodies of their parents. 

Mr. Hittines. You said the bodies were mutilated. Now when you 
use the word mutilated you mean they were—— 

Mr. Mipence. Castrated. 

Mr. Hinnines. You mean their bodies were interfered with and 
certain things were done. Now, in what condition did you find them / 
You said some of them were castrated. Is that right ? 

Mr. Mrpence. Yes. Some their tongues were cut out. The lips. 
The nose. Thearms were all broken. 

Mr. Hitiines. You have a picture there which I believe shows three 
of the bodies lying together and I believe part of the genitals have been 
removed. 

Mr. Mipence. That is exhibit 48. They were completely mutilated 
with big cuts in the arms and legs. The legs were all broken. The 
irms also were broken. We have thousands of pic tures like this that 
we have sent to all of Latin America to the newspapers, but I know 
there is a law that they are not allowed to print this. 

I don’t know how you can explain that to the papers but I would 
appreciate it very much if they can make something out of this be 

wise some people think that in Gusiunaia we didn't have anything, 
that nobody was killed, and nobody was mutilated or tortured. 

Mr. Huturnes. Mr. Midence. I am going to hand you a photograph 
which is marked “Exhibit 48.” Is this one of the photographs also 
taken at the cemetery in question ? 
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Mr. Mipencoe. That is a photograph taken in a town of Guatemala 

Mr. Hiuures. Where. What town? 

Mr. Mipence. Jutiapa. 

Mr. HinuineGs. It was taken in that town and there are the bodies of 
three men pictured in the photograph. Do you know who the three 
men are ¢ 

Mr. Mipencre. They were anti-Communist fe llows from the Jutiape. 

Mr. Hiturmnes. Do you know their names? Can you identify them ¢ 

Mr. MIDENCE. Nobody knew them. Maybe they were simp le I: bore T's, 

Mr. Hitiines. How do you know they were anti-Communists 

Mr. Mipence. Because in the papers we found some of their ‘lini 
and they had the card of the anti-Communist cards. 

Mr. Hires. Around or in their clothes there were cards v hich 
would indicate they participated in anti-Communist activities. 

Now, describe this fellow on the left. 

Mr. Mipencr. His lips were taken out. 

Mr. Hires. It appears that the penis has been removes Lti¢ 
placed in his mouth, is that nght ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. HILuINGs. And the man next to him apparently his body has 
heen mutilated along simil ir lines, is that 1 olt / 

Mr. Mipence. And completely castrated 

Mr. HILLInGs. Was that a common pract ce of torture o1 the part 
of the Communists in Guatemala / 

Mr. Mipencer. Yes, that is the way they tortured them. Some fel 
lows the *y almost cut them comp rlete ly. 

Mr. Hires. They carved their entire bodies up / 

Mr. MIDENCE. They carved their entire bodies. It was just IK l 
butcher shop. 

Mr. Hitiines. Let me show you another photogr: iph here. We will 
mark this as “Exhibit 49." Now where was this picture taken. 

Mr. Mipencr. This was the one buried here in the River Villalobos. 

Mr. Hiruimnes. Buried in the sand? 

Mr. Midence. Buried in the sand. 

Mr. HILLINGs. Was the body evel dent fed, the one mn the fore 
eround of the picture ? ; 

Mr. Mipence. They were just plain Indians. Their parents weren't 
to know who they were. They were of the anti-Communist Party of 
Villalobos, the town. 

Mr. HILLINGs. They belonged To the anti-Communist group 1h this 
town near where the bodies were found / 

Mr. Mipencr. That is right. 

Mr. Hires. You notice in this pl ture the vel itals have swollen 
to 4 or 5 times the normal size and I notice the same thing is shown 
in a number ot the ot | ier pictures here. Wh if would eause that pal 
ticular condition of the bodies ? 

Mr. Mipence. They hung them by the genitals 

Mr. Hitires. And left him there to die, is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. Hitiines. [s that also a common practice of the Communists in 
Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipence. That was, yes. 
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Mr. Hitiines. Did you find bodies not only in this particular 
cemetery but other areas when they were exhumed, that were found in 
similar conditions ? 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). They were found in a 
ravine. 

Mr. Hitires. I might say to the members of the committee, on my 
two visits to Guatemala in the last few months, it was indicated that it 
was a very common practice to—particularly with anti-Communist 
prisoners—to try to torture them, particularly involving the genital 


parts of the male body. Isaw in one instance a rifle—of which I have 
a photograph, and which I believe I have showed previously to the 


members of the committee when we were in my oflice yesterday—a 
rifle that had apparently been used not only to hit a man over the head 
but to smash him in the genital regions and as a result the stock of the 
rifle had actually broken off, so vicious was the blow. But, as I say, 
apparently that was quite a common practice of torture and extensive Ly 
used by the Communists and the witness has testified to that effect. 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Chairman, are we going to have testimony on the 
purpose of this torture 4 

Mr. Hinures. I think that we should and I hope that before the 
hearings are concluded we will have testimony to that effect. 

Your statement earlier indicated, I think, basically what the reasons 
are but it might be well to ask the witness here about some of the rea- 
sons discovered in the course of the investigation by the committee. 

Mr. Bentiey. I would like to direct this question, then, through the 
interpreter. 

Was this torture so far as the witness knows 

Mr. Hintines. Excuse me, Mr. Bentley. Actually you direct you 
question to the witness but for purposes of getting him to understand 
it better the interpreter should interpret it in Spanish. 

Mr. Bentiey. That is satisfactory. 

Was this torture for the purpose of getting information and evi- 
dence, or was it merely senseless brut: lity / d 

Mr. Mipence (through the inte ‘rpreter ). It was both so that they 
would confess and so that the people of Guatemala would become 
fr ighte ned by the act. 

Mr. Bentitey. What were they supposed to confess / 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). They wanted them to 
confess how they were going to attack, when they were going to attack, 
and how well the liberation army was armed. 

Mr. Bentiey. You say this brutality was also for the purpose of 
terrorizing the people of Guatemala but these corpses, as I understand 
it, after they were tortured were buried. Was the method of torture 
publicized for the AS Ft they informing the people? How could they 
terrorize the people if they were just buried as soon as they were 
killed ? 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). They didn’t bury them 
right away. They would shoot them and leave them there for a 
couple of d: Lys and after that time somebody would come along and 
cart them away to the place where they were going to be buried. 

Mr. Benriey. And during this time they were pretty much in 
public view so the people would see the results of these tortures and 
thereby be intimidated ? 
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Mr. MIDENCE (through the interpreter ). All of this was done se- 
cretly at the police station. 

Mr. BentLey. You made a statement that it was done for the pur- 
pose of terrorizing the people. I am trying to find out how the 
people were supposed to know about these and thereby be terrorized. 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). Everybody knew that they 
were torturing people there because doctors were coming in and out 
all the time to examine boys who had become deranged, and that was 
the way they knew that they were tortured inside. 

Mr. BEN rLEY. The doctors were supposed to spread the word. 

Mr. Chairman, are we to have testimony about people who were 
driven out of their minds by this torture ¢ 

Mr. Hinuines. We could do that if it were possible to bring more 
people here from Guatemala. Unfortunately we are extremely limited 
in the number of witnesses we can bring. It will probably be difficult 
at this hearing to have oral testimony to that effect. 

Mr. BentieEy. I am merely trying to find out the reasons behind 
all these atrocities and brutalities that we have been deseribing. 

Mr. Hitiines. Some of the other witnesses, according to my infor- 
mation, have some evidence of the atrocities in the course of their 
duties and activities as members of the liberation army. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have the coroner’s report on these particular 
bodies pictured here ? 

Mr. McMaunon, Yes. 

Mr. Hitzines, Incidentally, will you mark the other exhibits in 
order as you have them and, without objection, all of these photographs 
of the atrocities found by Mr. Midence, will be admitted into the 
record, including the photostat of the individual Mr. Midence testified 
was charged with the murder of some of these people pictured in the 
photographs ? 

Mr. McManon. I have here the coroner’s report based on the exam- 
ination of the corpses exhumed from the cemetery in Antigua, describ- 
ing the conditions of the bodies. I also have the order for the release 
of certain people in there. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Mr. Midence, will you take this exhibit 70, tell us 
where you have seen it before, and basically what it is 4 

Mr. Mivence. It is a document picked up in the Antigua hospital. 

Mr. Hituines. The document says, “File No. 579”; doesn’t it ? 

Mr, Mipence. Yes. It is an official paper of the hospital. When 
they have an official paper t hey have to hav ea signature of t he doctors. 

Mr. Hiiines. It is addressed to the judge of the lower court in 
Guatemala City and it is signed by an individual purporting to be 
the director of the hospital; 1s that right? 

Mr. Mipence. Roberto Ramirez. 

Mr. Huuiscs. In essence it is what we would call in the United 
States a coroner’s report; is that right ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hitxires. It is on an official document. Where is the original 
today. 

Mr. Mipence. It is still in the court. 

Mr. Hin1u1nes. Where? 

Mr. Mivence. In Guatemala City. 

Mr. Hirurncs. And it is filed in connection with the charges that 
have been made against this man—what is his name again? 
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Mr. Mipence. Samuel Berdugo. 

It is the documentation of the pictures of the things we found in 
Antigua. 

Mr. Hituines. Now, I am going to ask the interpreter to take ex 
hibit 70 and read the Spanish as I read what purports to be the transla- 
tion as reported by the Library of Congress. If for any reason you 
or the translator feel this translation is not accurate, you interrupt to 
tell us. 

I read now a translation of this document dated July 2, 1954, An- 
tigua, Guatemala. It is file 579. The judge of the lower court, Guate 
mala City. 

As I say, it is basically a coroner's report. - 

It Says: 


I have the honor to transmit to you the requested forensic [coroner’s] report, 
which reads, literally: 

“Examination of the 10 corpses exhumed in the general cemetery of this city 
on the afternoon of June 30, 1954” 


you said there were 13, Mr. Midence. : 
Mr. Mipence. Thirteen bodies that I found. 
Mr. Hiniines. This only covers 10. 
Mr. Mipence. That is right. 
The INrErPRETER. May I interrupt there. There was a phrase left 
out there. Ten bodies were exhumed in a state of putrefaction. 
Mr. Hinuineas (reading): 


1. Ricardo Borrayo: Skull fractured by blow in the left occipito-parietal re 
gion; firearm wound, bullet entering the right parietal region level with the 
second rib, 2 fingers’ width (more or less 1 inch and a half) from the sternum, 
exit hole of bullet in the right scapular region, affecting the respective lung; fire 
arm wound in the left leg, bullet entering the third section, and hinder part 
(calf) thereof, shattering both bones and completely destroying the soft parts 
in the foreleg. Dressed in brown gabardine suit, black shoes, and blue socks 
Iixtremely tight bandage (blindfold?) around the face, which was disfigured and 
ecchymotic (livid), his wrists tied very tightly behind his back. 

2. Samuel Berduo: Blue denim pants (dungarees?), brown shoes, blue jacket. 
Very tight bandage around the face, which was disfigured, his wrists bound very 
tightly behind his back. Five firearm wounds: the first in the second intercostal 
space of the right side, at the edge of the sternum, exit bullet hole in the right 
scapular region, the bullet traversing the respective lung; the second, from bullet 
entering at the same level on the opposite side, and exit bullet hole in the left 
scapular region, traversing the heart and left lung; the third, from bullet enter 
ing the left hypochondrium, and exit bullet hole in middle and upper part of the 
lumbar 1:,egion; the fourth, from bullet entering the supra pubic region, and exit 
bullet hole in the left pulmonary region above the respective iliac bone: and the 
fifth, from bullet entering the face behind the left cheek without exit bullet hole 

3. Portirio Perez: Dressed in brown serge suit, black shoes, and blue socks. 
Face completely disfigured by extremely tight bandage, and wrists tied extremely 
tightly behind his back. Firearm wound, the bullet entering the right sub- 
clavicular region, and exit bullet hole in the left scapular region affecting lungs 
and heart. 
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The fourth body was Juan Hurtarte and it was pretty much the 
same all the way down. Great evidence of bullet holes and disfiguring 
as we go all the way through. 

Here is the case of the seventh body. 
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7. Oscar Porras Portillo: Dressed in khaki trousers, blue jacket, and brown 
shoes. Like the others and in the same manner, face handaged and wrists tied 
together, face disfigured. Showed signs of having been suspended by the genitals, 
with swelling of penis and scrotum, and wounded by a firearm, the bullet enter 
ing the third intercostal space of the left side. 
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The others are similar to the ones I have read and signed “By order 
of the Director of the Hospital.” 

That is the official document that is in the files of the court in 
Guatemala City. 

Without objection, that will be admitted into the record. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have any further evidence from these court 
tiles ¢ 

Mr. Interpreter, would you step forward and take these 3 documents 
here, which we will call 71, 72, and 73. Woul 7 ‘sos take them back, 
describe them—describe what they are—I understand you are also a 
lawyer; is that right ? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Hiuineés. Perhaps that will help you with your description. 
After you have described them, hand them to the witness so that he 
can identify them. 

The Inrerprerer. Exhibit 71 is a court order directing the appre 
hension of Manuel Flores and companions, for the crime of murder, 
and also directing the exhuming of certain ore for the purpose of 
using the evidence in such trial, or such investigation. The transla 
tion is essentially correct. 

Mr. Hituines. Mr. Midence, would you identify that and tell us 
where the original is. 

Mr. Mipence. These papers were requested by the judge in Guate 
mala, for the formality of judging this Manuel Monroy Flores, so that 
they can file the legal charges. 


Mr. Hu.uines. Those are the official ie rs _ and the original is 
in the custody of the court in Guatemala City; is that right? 


Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hititines. What is the next exhibit, Mr. Interpreter ? 

The IN1 ERPRETER. Seventy two. This Is ah official telegram to the 
judge of the lower court of the country, dated July 6, 1954. There 
were RABUA, which is a police code, and there are certain people 
charged with murder. 

Mr. Hinuines. These peop le are charged by the Government with 
the murder and killing of some of these individuals. 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. The date of this telegram is July 5, 
L9d4. 

Mr. HILLINGs. Does it involve the murder of these people found at 
Antigua / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. They are all against this Monroy fellow. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. Without objection, these two exhibits will be 
admitted. 

Mr. Hiuines. What is the third one / 

The INrerpreTer. Seventy-three. This is a translation of a docu- 
ment from an order of the lower court of Sacatepequez, Antigua, 
dated July 6, 1954, ordering the committing of Juan Aquilar Rosales, 
and other individuals there mentioned, to prison for murder. The 
translation seems to be substantially correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Huu1Nés. Is this document also in the custody of the court 
in Guatemala City ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hituines. And it was supplied to this committee by the au- 
thorities in Guatemala / 
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Now, I hand you, Mr. Interpreter, exihibit 74. I have a transla- 
tion of it which I wish to read. I want you to look the document 
over and see if it is substantially as declared in the translation. 

This document purports to be a sworn statement by an individual 
taken by the court. Under the procedural rules in Guatemala the 
sworn statements or affidavits are placed in the third person because 
the judge in effect is speaking for the individual who has testified 
to him. 

In the United States an affidavit, of course, is in the first person. 

This is the statement. 

Is this a sworn statement, Mr. Interpreter, or purportedly So ¢ 

The InrerpREtTER. I don’t see it. 

Mr. Hitirines. I think it says “confirmed, read, and signed.” 

I think in their procedure confirmation is the same as our sworn 
statement. 

The Inrerrrerer. When the judge of criminal instruction there in 
those countries investigates the commission of crime, the preliminary 
statement as a rule is never under oath. It is after he has completed 
his examination that a second formal examination or more formal ex- 
amination is conducted, and that is under oath. But this is a prelimi- 
nary investigation. 

Mr. Hitiines. Then this is preliminary and is not a sworn state- 
ment although it is signed by the individual who gave it? 

The Interpreter. That is right. 

Mr. Hiiuines. The translation I have is as follows: 

In Guatemala, on September 6, 1954, there appeared, cautioned as provided 
by the law, before this special war tribunal 


that is the tribunal charged with the investigation and trial of indi- 
viduals charged in these atrocities— 


a man who say he is Maximino Quintanilla Ruiz, whose personal history is 
known in these parts, for the purpose of amplifying his previous statements, 
testifying as follows: 

Question. Has he anything to add to the merciless massacre that took place 
in the cemetery of Antigua, Guatemala? 

Answer. That he previously wanted to state that he has been working in the 
cemetery as custodian for 9 years and that he has never been accused of negli- 
gence of duty; that he has always slept in (on the premises of) the cemetery so 
that he would be on hand if anything should happen at night, especially as 
concerns thieves and other persons who might want to break in at night; that 
the minute the situation commenced to become aggravated, the sound of muffled 
shots kept the witness awake and he was no longer able to sleep (on the prem- 
ises) of the cemetery and leave his home unguarded, lest the female members 
of his family as well as his son might be persecuted for being anti-Communist ; 
that the witness has always been a Catholic and therefore anti-Communist ; that 
during the night of June 25, at 1 a. m., someone had knocked with great insist- 
ence at the door of his home, Sixth Street (lane) No. 23, and his wife, upon 
hearing the insistent knocking, had gotten up to see who was knocking, and two 
civil guards (police officers) were at the door who inquired where the witness 
was, as he was urgently needed, and that with them was Augustin Alquijay, 
who was the young man whom the witness left in the cemetery at night when 
he himself was not sleeping in the cemetery; that they took him to police head- 
quarters where he spoke with Manuel Monroy Flores and Arturo Arbizu, who 
were then threatening him, asking him to open the cemetery (gate) as by orders 
from Guatemala some dead people must be buried there; and that, if the witness 
and his family would not comply (with what was asked of him) he would be 
put to death; and that there were also several police officers but that he knew 
none of them (by name); that he was threatened with a gun which Manuel 
Monroy Flores was carrying; that, despite the witness saying that he would 

account to the superintendent, Monroy said to him, “Quit the foolishness 
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and keep your mouth shut, because if you don’t obey and come through, you 
and your family will die”; that they put him in a jeep and when they arrived 
at the cemetery they forced him to open (the gate to) the cemetery, 2 jeeps and 
1 yellow pickup (truck) arriving (at the same time); that they ordered him 
to point out the graves and, inasmuch as this was a busy cemetery there were 
graves open every day; that this had occurred in the dark of night; that he 
was being followed around by a guard whom he was unable to recognize and 
who had orders to kill him if he ran away; that afterward he had heard machin 
gun shots; that only Monroy Flores carried a machine gun and was accompanied 
by Arturo Arbizu; that afterward there were other gunshots sounding as though 
they were coups de grace; that, as he did not know the first chief of the civi 
guard (police commissioner), he could not tell where he had gone, besides, it was 
very dark; that this was (all) he could add. 

Confirmed, read, and signed. To wit 

MAXIMINO QUINTANILLA 

That is substantially the translation of the cemetery guard? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. That statement is also in the files of the court in 
Guatemala City ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. Was there anybody whom you interviewed who actu- 
ally saw any of the killings? 

Mr. MipENCE. Only this fellow from the cemetery. 

Mr. Hitnincs. He was the only witness who could give you any real 
story ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. McManon. I have here, Mr. Chairman, a statement of the 
chauffeur of the chief of police, Jose Luis Pineda Zamora, in which 
he contributed corroborative evidence. 

Mr. Hinurnes. We will mark that as “Exhibit 75.” We will have 
the witness identify it. 

Mr. McManon. This part icular exhibit consists of a series of state 
ments. The one which throws some light on this particular matter is 
on page 4 of the translation and I think the interpreter can find it 
in the original document. 

Will you identify the exhibit please ¢ 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). This is a document issued 
by one of the courts in Guatemala. The court of first instance, 
Sacatepequez. 

Mr. Mipence. These are charges made by the parents of the people 
who were found there, against this fellow Monroy. 

Mr. Hiwuines. This is also a part of the files of the court in Guate- 
mala City? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hunuines. There is a portion of this document which contains 
the testimony of the chauffeur and I think it would also have some 
bearing on the case. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Interpreter, this appears on page t of the 
translation. You will find it in the original document under the 
heading of “In Antigua, June 30, 1954. 

The Interpreter. I have found it. 

Mr. McManon. I will read the translation and if you will please 
follow it and see if this is a fair translation of the original document. 

In Antigua, June 30, 1954, appeared in this office Jose Luis Pineda Zamora, 
19 years of age, single, educated, chauffeur, native of Santa Rosita of the 
municipality of Canales * * * (and) declared: That for about 4 months he 
54741 
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has been discharging the duty of a policeman in this city, and that when the 
new, chief of that institution, Juan Francisco Pineda, took possession, he became 
chauffeur of the same; that in the arrests of the anti-Communist citizens the 
declarer did not take part because ordinarily the chief of police and members 
of the police made them on foot, and that in the arrests in car it was the 
chauffeur, Dagoberto Porras Monroy, who is imprisoned; that the only thing 
of record to the declarer is that on Friday, the 25th of the current month, 12 
anti-Communist political prisoners were taken from the prison and put into 
a jeep which was driven by the declarer and inf the pickup of Manuel Monroy 
Flores which he drove himself; that from the jail they took a route into the 
cemetery where they were lined up and shot on order of the chief of the corps, 
Juan Francisco Pineda; that: the police who took part in said execution were 
one Whose last name is Av: al s, Margarito Tecun, Aquino Lorenzana, the Secre- 
tary of the Police Hugo Valenzuela, Manuel Monroy Flores, whom he knows as 
promoter of the shooting; hat after the fall of the bodies they were buried 
in the field that is in the northeast part; that another who took part in the 
shooting was Anival whose last name he does not know,; that he did not know 
why they did not tell them. That is all that he can tell with respect to the 
incident, adding that of all the persons shot the only one he knew was a 
“ouirche’—Gerardo Nunez. 

That completes the testimony of this particular witness. 

Mr. Hitiines. Is that translation substantially correct ? 

The INrerrrReTEeR. Substantially correct. 

Mr. Hititrnes. Mr. Midence, this is another document from the 
court files in Guatemala City, is that right? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hitiics. Incidentally, Mr. Midence, we have been primarily 
concerned here with the bodies found in the cemetery at Antigua as 
well as one other case but weren’t there many other bodies found at 
various other places in Guatemala City / 

Mr. Minence. Just like I explained to you, some bodies were found 
in Villalobos, Jutiapa, and elsewhere. 

Mr. Hiitiines. How many bodies do you feel have been exhumed 
in Guatemala since the revolution ? 

Mr. Mipence. At least 300. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do all of these show disfiguration ? 

Mr. Mipence. Everybody. Some had shots in the back. 

Mr. Hiniines. Of the approximately 300 bodies that have been 
found so far, were all of them found in conditions which would 
indicate that the individual was either shot or tortured to death ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, that is true. 

Mr. Hitirnes. There were none showing signs that they died of 
natural causes 4 

Mr. Mipence. No one. 

Mr. Hitires. Now, is the search going on for more bodies / 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, because they are still missing a lot of people. 

Mr. Hitiixes. How many people are missing ? 

Mr. Mipence. They think around 150 or 160 people missing be- 

‘ause in all the small villages of Guatemala they don’t even know 
vie re their parents are and they are afraid to go to the court and 
declare their fathers or sons are missing or something like that. 

Mr. Hintincs. Do you have any idea how many political prisoners 
were found in the jails and penitentiaries when the liberation forces 
threw out. the Communists ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. In Chiquimula there were 68. 

Mr. Hiturnes. There were 68 ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Sixty-eight. 

Mr. Hitiines. All people charged with being anti-Communist ? 
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Mr. Mwence. Anti-Communist. 

Mr. Hiturnes. What did you find in some of the other jails? 

Mr. Miwwence. In some of the other jails they were all full but they 
were not tortured at all. They were just kept in jail. As 1 mentioned 
in the telegram of Cruz Wer, he said that they were to shoot every ant! 
Communist fellow they had in jail. 

Mr. Hinitmnes. What information does the comite have on politic ul 
prisoners found in jail at the time the liberation forces m«¢ ved in ¢ 
Do you know how many were found ? Do they have those figures ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. I don’t remember, but I think there were 1,000 and 
something. In Chiquimula I was part of the liberation army and I 
know about that. 

Mr. Hitircs. You would say there are over 1,000 ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. Over a thousand. 

Mr. Hitiines. Who were actually in jail as political prisoners in 
addition to those killed or missing at the time the liberation army 
moved in? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hintines. And when you say political prisoners, what were 
the charges against them ? 

Mr. Mipence. Just because they were anti-Communist, that is all. 
Fellows who were against the Government and didn’t appear in the 
books and records of the anti-Communist committee, but they were 
against the Government, with us. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Midence, we were informed by the Minister 
of Justice that there are now 99 specific cases involving torture and 
murder. They are being prepared by the special military tribunal. 
That that does not complete the total number of cases. Now, each 
case consists of several Cases. All the evidence thus far is he ld ] 
Guatemala in one single case; is that substantially correct ? 

Mr. Mypence. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have here further corroborative 
evidence regarding these murders in Antigua which I would like to 
introduce at this time. 

Mr. Hinurneas. I think the committee can offer documents for that 
purpose. It would be well to have them identified by the witness 
who supplied them to this committee. The next exhibit number is 76. 
Mr. Midence, will you take a look at these and identify this exhibit ? 

Is that also a photostat of a document of the files in Guatemala 
City ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinuines. And you had them photostated from the files and 
supplied them to this committee ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Hitiines. Without objection, the exhibit will be admitted into 
the record. 

We have additional material by way of further corroboration and 
if there is no objection we will offer it for the record to corroborate 
previous evidence. 

It consists primarily of statements of individuals and it is a part of 
the file that is going to be used in the trials which will take place in 
Guatemala City. 

Mark it “Exhibit 77” and, without objection, it will be admitted 
into the record. 
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Mr. Midence, you can also identify this material as the same material 
you supplied to our committee from the court files of Guatemala 
City; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hinitnés. The translations on them are from the Library of 
Congress. . 

Mr. Midence, I want to hand you several more photographs, have 
you look them over and then I will ask you some questions about them. 

These are photographs of individuals tortured by the police during 
the Communist administration, is that right, and you have had these 
pictures taken of these individuals ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hittines. The comite had these pictures taken ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. And you supplied them to this committee. 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. The caption says: 

This is a picture of a student who was ordered beaten in the final days of the 
conflict 
It isa picture which shows the beating that was taken. 

Here are photographs of two prisoners. This will be exhibit 78. 

I will now show exhibits 79 and 80. Exhibit 79 is a view of a 
prisoner released at Salama, and it is taken of a group of people 
unprisoned there for 15 months on political charges. This is the 
picture of a back that is apparently pretty badly beaten and scratched. 

And then exhibit 80 is a picture of another individual in Salama 
who was also beaten and there is a photograph taken of him after he 
was released by the liberation army. 

Without objection, these 3 exhibits will be admitted, 78, 79, and 80. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have anything further ? 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have a group of exhibits which 
are very much along the lines of those which were produced yesterday. 
With one single exception I ask that they merely be introduced in the 
record and be identified. 

The one exception, Mr. Chairman, is a photograph of a propaganda 
poster. It was pasted up all over Guatemala during the revolution. 
It shows a picture of a child being shot down by machineguns. It 
identifies the child as a Letigia Torres, and charges that this child 
was murdered by the planes of Castillo Armas which flew over Guate 
mala City. It Just happens, Mr. Chairman, that I met the surgeon 
who attended Letigia Torres in Guatemala City, Dr. Berger. Dr. 
Berger informed me that the child did not die, that he operated on 
her and she survived. The bullet he extracted was not a machinegun 
bullet. It was a 90-millimeter rifle bullet, the size or the caliber used 
by the Guatemalan Army. It is obvious that this child was wounded 
not by one of the planes of Castillo Armas but by one of the soldiers 
of President Arbenz. 

Dr. Berger further advised me that he was warned that the secret 
police were on their way to the hospital to seize the child and perhaps 
murder it for the purpose of substantiating their propaganda state- 
ments. He spirited the child out of the hospital and hid it. Then he 
himself was compelled to go into hiding to avoid arrest, torture, and 
possible murder. 
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Mr. Hituines. Where is Dr. Berger today ? 

Mr. McManon. Dr. Berger is now practicing in Guatemala City. 

Mr. Hiwxines. That is exhibit 814 

Can you identify exhibit 817 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. What is that? 

Mr. Mipence. That is a propaganda poster used against the libera 
tion army, saying we were killing children only. 

Mr. Hines. This is a photostat of that kind of propaganda ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; they were all hand painted on the walls. 

Mr. Hitiines. Without objection, exhibit 81 will be admitted in the 
record. 

Mr. McManon. I suggest that these documents be introduced 
exhibit 82. 

Mr. Hires. These are a series of photographs of documents 
which I believe you have already seen, Mr. Midence. Is it true you 
sup yplied these doe uments to this subcommittee ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. And these are photostats of material that is in the 
files of your comite in Guatemala City, is that right 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. Huures. Including among other things, a sample of an Asso 
ciated Press dispatch, giving the extent of the cens sorship which was 
in effect in Guatemala City. Approximately two-thirds of the dis- 
patch has been deleted by the censor. We have letters on stationery 
of the Confederacion Nacional Campesina de Guatemala, which is 
an organiz ation known to be dominated by the Communists. 

We have a letter from the chief of the army commanding th: it cel 
tain army officers be relieved because they are “anti-Communist.’ 

Various other documents such as these signatures. The y were sup 
posed to be newly recruited members of the Communist Party and 
approximately 50 percent of them had to sign with their thumbprints 
because they are allegedly Indians in villages who cannot read or write. 

A telegram from a widely known Chilean Communist poet, to 
Arbenz and his wife, wishing them great victory, and various other 
matters of this kind which tend to give evidence of the extent of actual 
Communist infiltration in the affairs of the country of Guatemala in 
the previous regime. 

We will mark them all “Exhibit 82” and without objection they will 
be admitted. 

Mr. Bentiey. This is correspondence of a person named Rutledge. 
There is no date on the dispatch. The dispatch of course could be 
identified because it refers to a statement from the foreign office in 
Guatemala, but there is no date on the document. 

Mr. Hitzincs. Mr. McMahon, do you have anything further ? 

Mr. McMaunon. Not at this time, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hixirnes. Do you have any questions, Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Chairman, I would like to address 1 or 2 ques 
tions through the interpreter, if I may. 

This organization which you are representing, would you give me th« 
full title of it? 

Mr. Mipence. Comite de Defensa Nacional Contra el Comunismo. 

Mr. Bentiey. Would you translate that please ? 
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The Inrerprerer. Committee of National Defense Against Com 
munism. 

Mr. Bent ey. Is this a government organization ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. This has been established by the Government of Pres- 
ident Castillo, and is financed by the present Government of Guate- 
mala? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. Benriey. And it is for the purpose of exposing the atrocities 
and barbarites of the previous Government of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is correct. 

Mr. Bentiey. I want to find out now how the judicial investigation 
of these crimes and the activities of the committee are working to- 

gether. Are they working separately, together, or what is the connec- 
tion between the judicial investigation and the investigation of the 
committee, if any ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. The committee—— 

Mr. Bentiey. Through the interpreter, please. 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). The wish of the committee 
is to check the life of those people who worked for some agency of the 
Government. 

Mr. Bentiey. Of the previous Government ? 

Mr. Miwence (through the interpreter). And to get hold of all the 
correspondence of everybody who was connected with communism, 
both national and international, in the previous Government. 

Mr. Bentiey. I still haven’t found out the connection between the 
judicial investigations of the crimes and the activity of the committee. 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). The courts work separately, 
the police work separately, and the comite. 

Mr. Bentiey. There is no liaison. 

Mr. Mivence (through the interpreter). There is no relation what- 
ever. 

Mr. Bentiry. Members of the committee have been appointed by the 
present Government ? 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). The committee came into 
being through a decree issued by the first executive committee or junta, 
c omposed of Armas, Monzon, and Oliva. 

Colonel Armas called us together and told us it was urgent that 
we appoint a committee for the study of communism in Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. Who is “us”? 

Mr. Mipence (through the interpreter). The five of us in this 
committee. 

Mr. Bentriry. I am sorry, Mr. Interpreter. He says that Colonel 
Castillo called “us” together and said it was necessary to form the 
committee. But who is “us”? 

Mr. Mivence (through the interpreter). Colonel Castillo appointed 
these persons. 

Mr. Bentiey. He appointed five people? 

Mr. Mipencr. Yes. 

Mr. Bentriey. And that was the committee? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitires. I might say I discussed this with President. Castillo 
and he pointed out how in taking over a country that had been Com- 
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munist-dominated and run for such a long period of time, there was 
no real apparatus to be assumed by the new Government to inves- 
tigate the subversion that had gone on. In view of the fact that there 
was still the possibility of Communist outbreaks and an active Con 

munist underground in Guatemala, it was necessary to explore all of 
these matters and to bring to } istice those individuals who had been 
responsible for these atrocities and other misdeeds during the long 
tenure of Communist rule. In order to do that, he appointed a com 
mittee of five and named this committee Against Communism. He 
expressed interest in the work of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in this country, pointing out that it was a good thing to have a com- 
mittee investigating these activities which was an agency actually of 
the executive branch of the Government. 

Mr. Bentiey. I think these facts, Mr. Chairman, should be brought 
into the record of the hearings because we want to find out what this 
(rovernment—the Castillo government in Guatemala—is doing to 
bring out these facts about communism which, after all, in some 
respects, is a parallel to the function of this very committee itself. 

Mr. Hinires. That is right, and I think it would be a great mistake 
if the free world were not given all the information that can be 
brought out in Guatemala, to show the way a country can come out 
from under the Communists and to show at the same time what it 
really means to live under a Communist government. 

Mr. Bentiey. But the judicial and the police investigations are 
separate from those of the committee ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; they are separate. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, could T just ask one question for 
clarifying one thing in the record: Mr. Midence, is it true that the 
purpose of the investigation by your committee is to evaluate the docu 
ments pertaining to the Communist conspiracy in Guatemala and 
that the purpose of the judicial investigation is to bring to justice 
and try the criminals who were involved in those murders? 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. Hmuines. Mr. Feighan—— 

Mr. Fricnan. Mr. Midence, is your committee investigating loy- 
alty? That is, the fact that people are anti-Communist, or maybe 
Communists who may be working in the employ of the Guatemalan 
Government at the present time ? 

Mr. Mipencer. Yes. We are studying those things. There are still 
people in the Government who were working with Arbenz. 

Mr. Fetanan. As a result of your investigations up to date, have 
you revealed evidence which would cause people to be fired or 
dismissed ? 

Mr. Mipence. We just gave an order to such and such a minister 
and said, “Mr. So and So is not a person of trust to work in that 
ministry, so please take proper action. 

Mr. FeteHan. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitxres. I want you to identify one other group of documents, 
Mr. Midence: Off to your right is a table covered with various docu- 
ments, most of them purporting to be actual propaganda issued by the 
Communists, the great majority of it apparently from Moscow itself, 
there being mailing wrappers to indicate that some of the materials 
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have been mailed from Moscow. Most of the material is in Spanish 
and some of it is in other languages. 

Where was that material obtained ¢ 

Mr. Mipence. This material was taken from several places, like 
private libraries. It was really directed to them. And some Com 
munist Party files. 

Mr. Hitiines. Was any of it found in the schools of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; in the schools and in Arbenz’ house, and almost 
every house of the ministers of Arbenz. 

Mr. Hitiines. That material was supplied to this committee by the 
comite of which you have been speakking; is that correct ? 

Mr. Miwpence. Yes. 

Mr. Hiurnes. I understand there were rooms full of his material 
that you found when you took over the facilities of the previous 
regime in Guatemala. 

Mr. Mipence. Oh, yes. [sent along just a sample. The photographs 
show how we piled this material. There were thousands of them. 

Mr. Hiturnes. This material here is merely a sample of some of the 
different types you found ? 

Mr. Mipence. That is true. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Midence, would you please step over to the 
table and examine the wrappers. 

Now, Mr. Midence, when you turned this material over to the com 
mittee, much of it was still in sealed wrappers. It had not been 
opened 4 

Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. McManon. Those wrappers have Moscow postmarks. 

Mr. Mipence. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Would you please say whether or not those are the 
original wrappers on the packages that you turned over to the com 
mittee ¢ 

Mr. Mivence. Thatisright. It is the original wrappers. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. Midence, we are extremely grateful to you for 
your testimony. You have come thousands of miles to be here. | 
think you have done very well with the English language and you 
have made a real contribution to the committee. We appreciate it and 
we want you and members of your comite to know that the cooperation 
you have given us in supplying these documents and materials is 
extremely helpful. I think it is a great example of what can be done 
in the free world by way of cooperation between countries, to recognize 
the great dangers of international communism directly and indirectly 
controlled by the Kremlin. If we could have more cooperat ion which 
has existed in the work of the committee here, with the subcommittee 
of which I have the honor to be chairman and the comite that you have 
in Guatemala, to bring this information to free peoples everywhere— 
if more of that could be done across the world we would be farther 
ahead in exposing the hand of international Communists. I am sure 
my colleagues agree with me that you have made a real contribution. 
Thank you for your testimony and we will excuse you at this point. 

Mr. Mipence. Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. Lionel Sisniega Otero. 

Will you raise your right hand please. Do you solemnly swear that 
you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. SISNIEGA. Yes, sir. 
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TESTIMONY OF LIONEL SISNIEGA OTERO 


Mr. HiLLINGs. You have a prepared statement which has been olvel 
to all membe rs of the sube ommittee and members of the press wiio are 
here. I want you to identify yourself, explain who you are and your 
background and then we will recess for lunch. 

Your name is Lionel Sisniega Otero / 

Mr. Sisnteca. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. What is your occupation 4 

Mr. Sisnreca. I am a student of law. I am a law student in 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hinuines. You area citizen of Guatemala / 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes, si 

Mr. Hititines. What is your address ¢ 

Mr. Sisnieca. Second Avenue, No. 956, Zone 1 

Mr. Hitiines. Guatemala City ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. Guatemala City, Guatemala; yes, sir. 

Mr. HinnineGs. Are you an employee of the “Gove rnment of Guate- 
mala ? 

Mr. SISNIEGA. No, sir: ] am the general secretary from the comite 
of students—anti-Communist students, from Guatemala. 

Mr. Hintincs. General secretary of the anti-Communist student 
organization in Guatemala / 

Mr. SISNIEGA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hi LINGS. Were you a member of the liberation army ¢ 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes, sir. I was speaker of the clandestine radio 
station ? 

Mr. HiILuINGs. You were the announcer for the clandestine radio 
station ? 

Mr. Sisnteca. Yes. We had a psychological campaign. 

Mr. Hinurnes. And that clandestine radio operated where? 

Mr. SisnreGa. In a secret place from Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiniines. And throughout the days in advance of the revolu- 
tion, you were broadcasting to the Guatemalan people; is that right? 

Mr. SisNiEGA. We used to broadcast to Guatemala before the revolu- 
tion and during the revolution. 

Mr. Hiitiines. And you had to move from place to place; wasn’t 
that true? 

Mr. StsnreGa. Yes. We had to move three times. 

Mr. Hiniines. Because you felt you would be discovered ? 

Mr. SIsnieGa. Yes, 

Mr. Hu. LINGs. What other duties did you have in addition to being 
announcer for this clandestine radio? What other duties did you 
have in the liberation army ¢ 

Mr. Stsnreca. We were making preparations for the movement. 
We had a comite in Honduras. We wrote a newspaper, and we were 
in contact with the underground movement in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hi“uinGs. So you actually edited a’ hewspaper as well as serv- 
ing as an announcer / 

Mr. SIsnrEGA. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. And you were part of the intelligence organization 
that worked with the anti-Communist underground 2? 

Mr. SisNieGA. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Hitiines. During this period of time that you have been speak 
ing about the newspaper you were in the neighboring country of 
Honduras; is that right? 

Mr. Sisnieca. That is right; we had a newspaper named Ceuage. 

Mr. Hitiines. How old are you? 

Mr. Sisnizea. I am 29 years old. 

Mr. Hitiines. You are attending the University of Guatemala, 
studying law ¢ 

Mr. Sisnteca. I am going to finish my career? Yes, I'll try. 

Mr. HitiineGs. When do you expect to finish your law studies 4 

Mr. Sisnreca. I can’t say that now. I left my career 4 years ago 
when I started the anti-Communist campaign and I couldn’t follow 
my classes. By now, I don’t know, if I am not any more necessary in 
the campaign for my country, then I will start again my studies. 

Mr. Hiuirnes. How long did you work in the anti-Communist 
underground and the liberation of Guatemala ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. I worked 5 years in the anti-Communist campaign. 
The first year I — gotothe university. The other 4 years I couldn’t. 
In 1952 I had to leave Guatemala because they were trying to ¢ apture 
me. 

Mr. Hitiimés. Is that because of your activities among the students 
and others, in organizing against the C ommunists ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. We had a comite organized since 1952 in 
Guatemala and then we were working against the Communists 
throughout the whole country. 

Mr. Hizires. The Communists pretty well infiltrated the Uni- 
versity of Guatemala City / 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes; they were. You know the president made a 
sort of equivalence with the teacher title and the watcher title so the 
teachers could enter into the university. Most of them were Com 
munists or they were leftists. 

Mr. Huturnes. In other words, they didn’t claim they were Com 
munists; they said they were leftists? 

Mr. Stsnreca. They were leftists or Communists. Some of them 
weren’t really Communists but they had plenty of sympathy for that 
group. They were the fifth column in the unive rsity. They started 
forming groups and started dominating the situation in the unive rsity. 
Not only with the students but with the professors, too. 

Mr. Hires. I think a lot of this material is contained in your 
prepared statement. If there are no further questions, the committee 
will recess until approximately 2 p. m. and we will then take up your 
testimony. 

The committee will stand in recess. 

(Whereupon at 12:25 p. m., the subcommittee recessed to reconvene 
at 2 p. m., the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Hiiines. The subcommittee will come to order. Mr. Sisniega, 
you may proceed with your statement. 

Mr. McManon. Would the members of the committee prefer to 
interrupt Mr. Sisniega and refer to specific points or would they 
rather wait until he completes it ? 

Mr. Hines. In view of the fact that the Voice of America is 
recording these hearings it would probably be well if you read your 
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full statement and if at any time members of the subcommittee wish 
to ask questions we will recognize them for that purpose. 

You may proceed. 

Mr. Sisnieca. Mr. Chairman, may I express my appreciation in 
behalf of the people of Guatemala for the privilege of speaking before 
the Congress of the United States and the American people. 

The matters upon which I can testify with some competence are: 
First, the way a very few determined Communists grabbed control 
of my country ; second, the story of how the Guatemalan people organ- 
ized and finally threw out the Communist leaders; and third, and I 
believe most important, Mr. Chairman, the problems that are still to 
be faced. On this last point, much of the testimony will be given by 
my colleague, Mario Lopez. 

I would like to start, Mr. Chairman, in the year of 1944, which was 
mentioned by President Carlos Castillo Armas in his testimony ves 
terday, when the dictatorship of Ubico was overthrown in what you 
refer to in the United States as a coup d'etat. 

Guatemala for generations has been governed by a succession of 
dictators. Our economic, social, and political life was perhaps 2U0 
years behind the times. We were still living in the feudal ages. 

The Communists did not play a strong or even a noticeab le role in 
the coup d’etat that upset Ubico or the revolution that threw out 
Ponce. 

For the purpose of your records, Mr. Chairman, and for comparison 
with your studies in other countries, I think it might be interesting 
to know that in 1944 when the dictatorship was overthrown, there 
were only two Communist agitators that we knew by name, Jorge 
Garcia Granados and Enrique Munoz Meany. At the time, Mr. 
Chairman, when we overthrew the dictatorships in Guatemala, a great 
deal of confusion occurred. I believe it might be of some help to your 
committee in its studies to understand something about that confusion. 

Involved in the revolution against the old dictators were young men 
whose political philosophy had not yet taken form. When the dic 
tator was thrown out, all of the good, honest elements were divided 
as to what should be done. 

Mr. Chairman, there was one group that played little part in the 
overthrow of the dictatorships but they knew precisely what they 
wanted to have done—the Communists. There then followed a 
sequence of events which I will try to describe as briefly as possible 
and at the same time give a little bit of detail. 

They are these: 

After the junta comprised of Maj. Francisco Javier Arana, Capt. 
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, and Jorge Toriello, free elections were held. 
Juan Jose Arevalo was elected President. 

At the time of his election, no one in Guatemala suspected that 
Arevalo was a Communist. He had lived in exile in Argentina for 
10 years and was preaching a doctrine that he called spiritual 
socialism. 

Any reasonable person who now reviews the acts of Arevalo must 
concede that he was a Communist from the very beginning. 

On taking the Presidency, his first act was to invite to Guatemala 
Communist agitators from all over Latin America. Among them 
were Abel Cuenca from El Salvador who was given a job in the Guate- 
mala diplomatic corps; his brother, Max Cuenca, who was given vari- 
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ous jobs in the Guatemala Government; Rafael del Buen y Lozano, 
iduardo Hubner, Manuel Mora, Pablo Neruda, and Cesar Godoy 
Urrutia. 

The initial task that was undertaken by the visiting Communists 
was to organize the young intellectuals from Guatemala into Com- 
munist cells. 

The next step that was taken by Arevalo was to turn the all-impor- 
tant labor movement of Guatemala over to the Communists. Prior 
to the revolution that upset Ubico and Ponce, no labor unions were 
allowed in Guatemala. After Ponce was deposed, a young Guate- 
malan intellectual by the name of Victor Manuel Gutierrez commenced 
forming the first labor union in Guatemala—a union of the teachers. 

After Arevalo became President, two very important steps were 
taken : 

(a) A labor code was pushed through Congress by Arevalo which 
provided that if any 10 employees of any firm formed a union, they 
spoke for all the employees of the firm whether they were 1,000, 5,000, 
or more. ‘The code prov ided that all labor disputes would be re ferred 
to publie labor courts. 

President Arevalo appointed to the labor courts judges who were 
either Communists or wholehearted fellow travelers. The courts had 
the authority to decide on labor disputes including the “legality” of 
any strike that might be declared. If the courts decided that a strike 
was legal, the employer was bound to pay full wages to all of his 
— es for the duration of the strike. 

If a non-Communist group attempted to form a union in a com- 
aie In competition with a Communist union, that dispute, too, was 
referred to the courts, to decide which group should represent the 
workers. 

Che history of 8 years in Guatemala under Presidents Arevalo and 
Arbenz shows that on only one single occasion did the labor courts 
rule against the Communists. 

That was when a strike was declared by the printers on the daily 
newspapers, including Government- controlled and the Communist 
pub slications. 

Within a few years after the election of Arevalo, a situation was 
created in which no workingman—except in a few isolated areas— 
could keep his job unless he became a member of the Communist- 
controlled union and voted according to the dictates of the Commu- 
nist bosses. 

The next step in the Communist program was to utilize their con- 
trol of the workers of Guatemala to gain control of the political parties. 

Except in a very few strongly Catholic and anti-Communist dis- 
tricts, it soon became impossible for any candidate for public office 
to be elected without the support of the organized, Communist-con- 
trolled unions. 

Any candidate who desired the support of these unions was forced 
to agree to follow the Communist Party line. 

Thus the Communists, who still had not come out into the open, 
gained ascendancy in the major political parties of Guatemala. 
Through that they gained control of the Congress of Guatemala. 

To illustrate this statement, during the past several years every 
single President of Congress has been a registered Communist, or a 
politician who followed the Communist line so closely that he was 
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identified by all Guatemalan elements as a pro-Communist. The Pre 
ident of Congress, not only wields great influence on current legisla 
tion, but under the constitution he succeeds to the Presidency of t] 
Republic should the incumbent President die or resign. Among the 
recent Presidents ot Congress were Julio Estrada ae la Hoz, Jorge 
Garcia Granados. Manuel Galich, Augusto Charnaud Macdonald, 
Roberto Alvarado Fuentes, Ovando <Arriola, and Marco Antonio 
Franco. 

With a firm grip on the labor movement and on the Congress, the 
Communists spread out into all of the Government agencies ‘lose to 
the people. 

One of Arevalo’s early moves was to appoint a Salvadoran Cot 
munist, Jose Zamora, as his publicity chief. 

Zamora gradually replaced officials in the Government. radio sta- 
tions and (Grovernment controlled hewspapers \ th registered (Com 
munists. The Government of Guatemala owns, controls, and directs 
two newspapers, El Diario de Centro America and Nuestro Diario, 
both of which consistently followed the Communist line. The Gover 
ment radio station has been under the direction of a succession of 
avowed Communists and they, too, followed the party line. In su 
mary, the propaganda followed by the Government press and rad 
of Guatemala was extremely anti-United States, anticapitalist, and 
pro Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hinurmcs. Mr. Sisniega, you describe various elements of 
Guatemalan life which were infiltrated by Communists. Where did 
all these Communists come from 4 We ‘heard testimony vesterday 
to the effect that there were Communists brought from other com t1 es 
but were the able to train Guatemalan Communists that quickly to 


assume positions ot responsibility in these various things that vou are 


talking about like press, radio, publicity in the newspapers and so 
forth / 
Mi. Sisnteca. Yes, they did a very good job. They had two schools, 


Claridad and Jacobo Sancl @Z. 
Jacobo Sanchez is the name of a worker. 
Those schools were established over there w ith hnternatior a] ( 


munist professors, in luding a Spaniard who had beet forming the 
groups called cliques in Valencia, Spain, during the Red war in Spain, 


when Franco overthrew the Red sovernment of spain. 

Ife went to Guatemala with some of his helpers and they were 

attending those schools. 

Mr. Hinttines. He was a Spaniard ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. HILLinGs. And he was part of the so-called Spanish loyalist 
oup In Spain, is that right ? 

Mr. Stsninca, That is right. He is a Red from Spain. 

Mr. Hitiines. And he came to Guatemala to organize this school] ? 
Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. 

Mr. Hituimnes. And then they taught native Guatemalans the 
Communist line / ‘ 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. They started training Guatemalans and, of 
course, he had help from other Latin American Communists, Mexi- 
cans, Chileans or Salvadorans. 

Mr. Hitiuines. What training course was provided in these Com- 
munist schools? 
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Mr. Sisnieca. They didn’t need too much time to prepare people 
because the Communists, they know how to pass off a very nice view 
to some people who have some social resentment. They try to get 
that kind of people to the schools, so they had very good material 
with which to work. 

Mr. Hinurnes. It was easy to adapt them because there were certain 
social and economic problems. 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes. 

Mr. Hitzines. Would you say they trained them for 6 months or a 
year or what would be the normal course ? 

Mr. Sisnirca. They had a 3 months’ course for the people who had 
been given before the leftist propaganda and then a 6 months’ course 
for the people who didn’t know very much about what they were 
doing, you know. 

Mr. Hitzines. So they trained these people and turned them loose 
in the various assignments ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes. And there is something else. Some of the 
Guatemalans who were overthrown from Guatemala during Ubico 
(rovernment, they have some courses in Guatemala, too, so they came 
to Guatemala being leftists. 

Mr. McManon. During this particular period most of the Com- 
munists placed in responsible positions were foreigners. 

In other words, at this particular period, the fellows who had the 
responsible posts were foreign Communists who were brought in by 
Arevalo; is that correct / 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes, sir; that is correct. ‘The most important places 
of the Government; that is right, but they had time to train Guate- 
malans to occupy positions, 

I remember the case of a Chilean who was in charge of one par- 
ticular registration and he had $750 a month to use. His name is 
Valentin Pinstein, a Chilean. 

Mr. Freienan. Mr. Sisniega, do you know of any of the officials 
who were native Guatemalans who were sent to Moscow, as well as 
to other foreign countries, for indoctrination in Communist theory 
and the brutal, inhuman practice of the Red colonial Russian Com- 
munist imperialists, and who then returned to Guatemala to take an 
active part in the Russian Communist conspiracy as officials of 
Guatemala ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes, sir. I think of examples and I hope I can have 
a good memory, too, but first, 1 know two law students named Hugo 
Barrios Klee and his brother, Valdemar, with the same second and 
third names. 

Mr. McManon. We have here a list which we had planned to intro- 
duce at a later point in Mr. Sisniega’s testimony of the Government 
officials and other Guatemalan Communists who have visited Moscow 
and the Iron Curtain countries. If you wish, we can introduce that 
list at this point or we can wait until a later time in Mr. Sisnega’s 
statement. 

Mr. Hitzuines. You have given the name of one individual who 
was taken to Moscow for training; is that right ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. They were trained behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Both of these fellows ? 
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Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. They came to work in the Agrarian Depart- 
ment of Guatemala. I mean the Agrarian Department of the 
Government. 

The Inrerrrerer. The agricultural department. 

Mr. Sisnteca. No; agrarian. The Department of the Reform of 
Agrarian Law. 

Then I can name Carlos Alvarado Jeres. He was the director of 
the TGW. That is the voice of Guatemala. He had contact with 
the President and with the Minister of Propaganda from the Gov 
ernment of Arbenz. 

Mr. Hituines. They were taken to Moscow for training? 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. Not very long, but they were there. I know 
some other ones. There is another one named Carlos Rene Valle. 
He was a student in engineering. He went out from Guatemala and 
he went to take some special courses behind the Iron Curtain. He 
came to be the Secretary of Propaganda of the Communists in 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. Proceed with your statement, please, Mr. Sisniega. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes, sir. 

Meanwhile, President Arevalo turned over to the Communists con- 
trol of the educational system of Guatemala. A teachers’ union had 
been organized under Gutierrez. He in turn place in active control 
a teacher by the name of Rafael Tischler, an avowed Communist. 

Arevalo brought from Chile a well-known Communist by the name 
of Virginia Bravo Lettelier and put her in charge of organizing the 
nation’s educational system. Her first government job was to develop 
a rural-education system. 

Subsequently, she held numerous jobs within the department -of 
education. Under Senorita Bravo, Gutierrez and Tischler, a situation 
was soon developed in which few teachers in the primary and sec- 
ondary schools of Guatemala could hold their jobs, unless they taught 
the Communist doctrines. 

Following the pattern of Communist states everywhere, the govern 
ment of Arevalo quickly gained control of the Guardia Civil (police 
force), and the all-important secret police. 

President Arevalo on 21 different occasions suspended the constitu- 
tion. During these periods all civil rights were abolished. The secret 
police were permitted to invade homes without warning; to make 
arrests without formal charges; to detain and question political sus 
pects indefinitely without any formal legal procedure. 

This procedure developed gradually during the regime of Arevalo 
and became intensified during the presidency of Arbenz. 

Concurrent with these developments was a program obviously spon- 
sored by Arevalo to give the Communists control of the Guatemalan 
foreign service. Inthe early period of Arevalo’s regime he appointed 
as Foreign Minister, Rafael Munoz Meany, a Communist. Munoz 
Meany appointed Communists to key positions in the foreign service 
of Guatemala. 

They served as Communist liaison agents carrying orders, instruc- 
tions, and propaganda from Moscow, via the Soviet, Polish, and 
Czechoslovakian Embassies, to Guatemala. From there they were 
transported by Guatemalan diplomats to other Latin American 
nations. 
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This statement is supported by the recorded facts that Carlos Man 
uel Pellecer, papeeaery of the Guatemalan Legation in Paris, was 
de clare d persona non grata by France because of Communist activ- 
iti Alfredo Cl hocano was declared persona non grata by the Govern 
ments of Nicaragua and Honduras, when he was serving in legations 

those countries because of Communist activity; Oscar Bone, Am 
bassador to Panama, was declared persona non grata because of 
Communist activity; Ambassador Virgilo Rodriguez Beteta was de- 
clared persona non grata by the Government of Colombia because of 
Communist activity; Ambassador Santizo Galvez was declared per- 
sona non grata by Nicaragua because of his alleged involvement in 
i Communist plot to assassinate the President of that country. Carlos 
Sacrinson, Ambassador in Honduras, and Jorge Arankosky, Costa 
Rica, were also declared persona non erata. 

The inescapable conclusion of these and other events is that the 
foreign service of Guatemala was used as a tool of the Soviet Union 
in a conspiracy to intervene in the affairs of all Latin American 
Republic 

As the Communists eradually oaine “| control of all the civilian cle 
partments of the Government during the presidency of Arevalo, they 
worked quietly, ruthlessly and unscrupulously to subvert the one ele 
ment they most feared, the army. 

Key army officers were awarded lucrative political positions. Pay 
and perquisites were raised for all top army officials. Outright bribes 
were handed to key army officers. Communist indoctrination classes 
were held for younger officers and enlisted men. 

Under Arevalo the Communists also gained control of the election 
machinery of the country. Since 1946 at least 2 of the 3 members of 
the su premee lec ‘tions tri bun: al, whic th dee idl es all © lection lis spute s, were 
(‘ommunist or wholehearted fellow travelers. 

by the time Arevalo’s term drew toa close the Communists 
plete political control of all of the major Government departments. 
They still operated pretty much in the backeround. 

— the election of Arbenz, the (‘ommunists came out in the open. 
In defiance of the constitution in Guatemala, which prohibited the 
existence of any political party that held allegiance to a foreign power 
or an international organization, the Comn Wwnists presented their own 
slate of candidates in the 1952 congressional elections. 

Four of their registered Communist members were elected to Con 
eress. Tfowever, that number is by no means a test to the strength of 
the Communist Party. 

Vhroughout Latin America—as in the United States—the Commu 
nists frequently used the strategy of directing their most useful ad 
vocates to remain, technically, outside of the party. They do not carry 
party cards, They do not admit, publicly, that they are Communists. 

They simply carry out the directives of Moscow, follow the party 
line. under the guise of being Liberals or Socialists. 

In evaluating the streneth that the Kremlin has gained in Guate- 
mala, we should not restrict ourselves to the self-proclaimed Commu- 
nists, such as Fortuny, Gutierrez, Pellecer, and so on; we must also 
consider those like Arbenz, Arevalo de la Hoz, Diaz Rozzott, Charnaud 
Macdonald and numerous others who have religiously followed the 

tructions of Moscow even though they refused to admit they are 
officlals members of the Communist Party. 
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In tracing the plan of the Communists to extend their control to all 
of the mass elements ot Guatemala, it is necessary to pay some atten- 
tion to the agrarian reform law. In every nation that has gone 
under communism, agrarian reform has been one of the principal 
propaganda weapons. In Guatemala, at the time of the overth: ww of 
Ubieo, practically all sensible elements recognized the need for l tel 
ligent, practical agrarian reform. In Guatemala there are millions 
of acres of rich land that have never been tilled. Some because they 
are inaccessible due to the lack of transportatiol Some because the \ 
were owned by wealthy landowners who lacked the initiative to de 
velop their properties. 

It v as generally believed at the time of the 1944 revolution that a 
sound, agrarian movement would be beneficial to the nation, socially. 
economically, and politically. 

However, the agrarian reform law that was adopted by the 
Arbenz government was drafted by the Communist, Gutierrez, along 
strictly Communist lines. Instead of mal 
peasants under a practical program, land that had been unutilized. 
the agrarian reform program expropriated from the owners agricul 
tural properties which had been the basic economic support of the 
nation. 


cne available to the landle 


The net results of the agrarian reform law under the Arbenz 
regime were: 

(1) Te give the Government a club to hold over the heads of all 
landowners. If they opposed the Government, their properties would 
he expropriated or if they refused to pav the necessary oriatt. 


(2) To tighten the control of the Grovernment over the lan 





peasants. Only those peasants who “cooperated were elig! 
those lands allocated for redistribution. Moreover, the peasant who 
was awarded property under the law, could retain it only at the Gov 
ernment’s pleasure. 

Shortly after the passage of the agrarian reform law, the Con 
munists had eained adpparent control over every branch of the Guate 
malan Government, and over every segment of the nat on’s econo ny. 
It had branched out mn an ambitious progral in collaboration wit 
the Soviet Union, to seize control of all four of them in collaboration 
with the Soviet Union, to seize control of all four of the neighbor 
Central American Republics. 

The collapse ot the Communist regime, ul der the a ault of the 
meager forces led by Col. Carlos Castillo Armas is one of the amazing 
developments in the ideological battle between the East and West. 

Mr. Hinuines. Mr. MeMahon 

Mr. McManon. I have some questions to ask for the purpose of 
substantiating and giving support for the statement. 

I have here exhibit 1 which is an official document of the Depart 
ment of State which lists a number of Guatemalans and foreign na 
tionals who held official positions in the Government under Presi 
dent Arevalo, and President Arbenz. For the purpose of brevity, 
I would suggest that I simply read the name of each individual, ask 
Mr. Sisnieg'a whether he has any personal know ledge of that person 
and then have these pages introduced into the record. 

Mr. Hintines. Without object ion, the pages 1n exhibit llas indicated 
by Mr. McMahon, pages 6 and 7, 8, 9 of exhibit 1, section F, will be 
incorporated in the record. 
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Now, as I understand it, these are names contained in this official 
document of the Department of State of individuals who were known 
to be Communists who held Government positions in Guatemala un- 
der the regimes of Arevalo and Arbenz, is that correct ¢ 

Mr. McManon. That is correct. 

Mr. Sisniega, do you know anything about a fellow named Abel 
Cuenca Martinez ? 

Mr. Sitsnieca. I know him very well. 

Mr. McManown. Is he a Guatemalan ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. No; he is a Salvadorean. 

Mr. McManon. Do you know Carlos Manuel Pellecer ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. He is one of the Red leaders from Guatemala. A 
Communist. 

Mr. McManon. Cuenca is described as secretary of the Legation in 
Ecuador in 1945. The first secretary to the U.S. S. R., Norway, and 
Sweden, 1945. 

Do you know a fellow by the name of Rafael de Buen y Lozano? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes, sir; he isa Spaniard. He is a Red from Spain. 
He came to Guatemala in the Arevalo regime. He was the one who 
organized the cliques in Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. He is described here as professor of humanities, 
University of San Carlos, Guatemala City. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He was also a professor in the Diplomatic Institute in 
Guatemala. 

Mr. McMaunon. Jose Manuel Fortuny. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes, sir; he was teacher of law and he is one of the 
worst Red leaders in Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. For the purpose of the record, Fortuny held quite 
a number of official positions in the Guatemalan Government. For the 
purpose of brevity we will not go into those but will simply identify 
him as such. 

Pedro Geoffroy Rivas. 

Mr. Sisnieca. I know him. He is a Communist. He is one of the 
heads of the Communists. 

Mr. McManon. He is described here as Director of the Government 
in 1946. 

Alfredo Silva Jonama. 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes, sir; I know him. He is a Communist. A very 
good one. 

Mr. McManon. He is described here as chief of propaganda for the 
movement in 1946, 

I believe you have already identified Victor Manuel Gutierrez, who 
is listed in several official Government papers, Member of the Con- 
gress, a member of the board of records of the Social Security Insti- 
tute and certain other positions. 

Mr. SisNieca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitxines. Where are all these men today, the names of whom 
you have been reading. 

Mr. McManon. All of these men today, to the best of my knowledge, 
are now in exile. They sought refuge.in Mexico. ; 

Mr. Sisnreca. Some in Mexico, some in South America. They took 
the international asylum into Latin America. They went out from 
Guatemala a few days ago. Some to South America, some to Mexico. 
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Mr. McManon. Ignacio Humberto Ortiz, employed by the social 
security agency. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He was a Communist, too. He wrote some articles in 
Octubre, which is a weekly newspaper. 

Mr. McManon. Manuel Pinto Usaga. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Heisa Nicaraguan. He is in the foreign service and 
he isa good Communist. He was in Mexico. 

Mr. McManon. He was in the Institute of Social Security and later 
became the consul general of Guatemala. 

Alfredo Guerra Borges. 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes; I know him. My classmate. He was in the 
same class that I was. 

He is a very, very convinced Communist. I mean he is a real Com 
munist. He was in charge of the weekly Communist newspaper and 
he had a job of some importance. 

Mr. McManon. He is described here as the editor of President 
Arvalo’s propaganda tourism section. 

Mr. Sisnireca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Natzul Aguirre Cook. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He is one of the members of the Pan-Amerieat 
Workers. He is one of the best conductors of strikes that we had 
over there. He is an organizer of strikes. 

Mr. McManon. He serves in the Protocol Section of the Foreign 
Affairs Ministry and the board of records of the Social Security 
Institute. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. And Antonio Ovando Sanchez. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He is a Communist, too. 

Mr. McManon. He is deseribed here as being employed by the So 
cial Security Institute. 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Humberto Alvarado. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. He is a very good Communist, too. He had 
some kind of a good position with the Government. 

Mr. McManon. Employed in Arevalo’s department of the press, 
propaganda, and tourism. 

I believe you have already identified Virginia Bravo Lettelier. 

Mr. Sisnreca. She was a teacher. 

Mr. McManon. Miguel Angel Vasquez. 

Mr. Sisnireca. He was a Communist, too. 

Mr. McManon. Described as serving in the Ministry of Education 
as the chief editor of publications. 

Carlos Rene Valle. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He was the secretary of propaganda for the Com- 
munists in Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. Bernardo Alvarado Monzon. 

Mr. Sisnieca. A very good Communist, too. He was one of the 
formers of the shock troops. 

Mr. McManon. Director of the Institute of Social Security. 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Alfonso Solorzano. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Very good. He was Director of the Institute of 
Social Security. He was a very good Communist. 
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Mr. McManon. Is Solorzano the same fellow who served as pri- 
vate secretary to Vicente Lombardo ‘Toledano in Mexico before the 
overthrow of Ubico? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes; he worked very near to Lombardo. 

Mr. McManon. Solorzano held several positions in the Govern 
ment and was finally head of the Social Security Institute. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Edelberto Torres. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. He is a Nicaraguan. He is a Communist. 
A very good Communist. He is one of the heads of the last move 
ment against President Somoza, too. 

Mr. McManon. A teacher at San Carlos University. Head of the 
editorial office, Ministry of Education. 

You have already identified Rafael Tischler / 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. He is one of the leaders of the teachers. He 
was a student of law. He left the university and he dedicated al 
his time to the syndicate activities. 

Mr. McManon. Director of Education, National Agrarian De 
partment. 

Raul Leiva. 

Mr. Stsnreca. He is a poet and collector. He is a Communist, too. 

Mr. McManton. Connected with the Government radio system. 

Jose Luis Ramos. 

Mr. Stsnreca. He is one of the campesino leaders. 

Mr. McManon. Otto Raul Gorezalez. 

Mir. SisNreca. Yes: he is a Communist. 

Mr. McManon. He was employed in the National Agrarian De 
partment. 

Jose Alberto Cardoza. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He is one of the good Commi nists over there, too. 

He was in the congressional part of the Government and plenty of 
other positions. 

Mr. Hintines. Apparently the Agrarian Reform Department was 
almost completely monopolized by actual Communists; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. Completely. All of the Communist Agrarian De 
partment was full of Communists, since Martinez, until the last one. 
All of them, they were Communists. 

You know that is a place where they ean have a good salary and 
they can have time to act. 

Mr. McManon. They are described as chairmen of the labor com 
mittee of the Congress. 

Carlos Alvarado Jerez. 

Mr. Stsnteca. Yes, sir. He went to China, behind the Iron Cur 
tain. He was the director: in law a student in communism. 

Mr. McManion. Hugo Barrios Klee. 

Mr. Stsnreca. He went behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. McManon. The following are employees of the Agrarian 
Department. Valdemar Barrios Klee. 

Mr. Stsnreca. A student of law. A brother of Hugo. A lawver 
by now and a Communist. 

Mr. McManon. Uraco Antonio Franco. 

Mr. Stsnreca. A Communist. 

Mh Mi MM ATION, Florencio Mend Z 
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Mr. Stsnieca. A Communist, to Jean R. Vetorazzi. 
Mr. McManon. Jean R. Vetorazzi. 


Mr. Sisnreca. Yes, I know him. His brother has a mechanic's 
place, and this one makes a syndicate of his brother’s workers. It is 
terrible. 

Mr. Hintires. His brother ran a garage: is that right ? 


Mr. SIsnrIeGA. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. And he came in and organ zed the workers mn his 
brother’s garage ? 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Eugenio Arrivillaga. 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. A member of the Communist Party, too. 

Mr. McM AHION,. Roberto G. Maldonado. 

Mr. Sisnreca. He is a Communist. He has the same name as 
another one. He is a member of the intellectual group. 

Mr. McManon. Jorge V. Marroquin. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. He is known as one of the Communists: an 
organizer. 

Mr. McManon. Eduardo Sosa Montalvo. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. He was in the Communist groups, too. He 
was in the first year of engineering and then he left. 

Mr. McManon. The purpose of those questions is anne to sub 
stantiate the statement made by Senor Sisniega in which he says 
that one department of the Government after the Government was 
taken over and controlled by Communists. 

Now, according to our best information, the best information of our 
own Government, we have established the fact that in each of these 
Government departments, there were numerous avowed Communists 
I should point out for the record, however, that this list that I have 
just read is restricted to the registered and avowed Communists and 
does not include the numerous officials who were actually practicing 
Communists but never admitted that they were such. 

Perhaps at this point, Mr. Chairman, you or Congressman Feighan 
would care to ask a few questions. 

Mr. Freiguan. Mr. Sisniega, I take it the reason why so many of 
the people who represent Guatemala in foreign countries, the Am- 
bassadors, why were they made persona non grata ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Because they had Communist activities. Most of 
them were very careful with their activities and they went to Com- 
munist meetings. They had propaganda that they received from 
the Guatemalan Government and they were distributing the propa 
ganda just like it was a very good action. So when the governments 
proved that the foreign service in Guatemala was being used by the 
( ‘ommunists—they had the proof of the propag: anda they distributed 
and because of their pressence in Communist meetings, so they asked 
them to be retired from the countries. 

Mr. FricHan. You have described very thoroughly the methods, 
technique, and pattern by which the Communists, under the supervi- 
sion, control, and direction of the Communist conspirators in the 
Kremlin in Moscow, capture control of all government agencies, such 

is the labor unions, and under your system in Guatemala ¢ ontrol of the 
unions meant control over the right of persons to work. 

Also, there was control over education, over the police, over the secret 
police, over the army, over the foreign service, ncailines Ambassadors 
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and all employees thereof; control over the newspapers, over the elec- 
tion machinery, over the farmers, the tillers of the soil by means of 
the expropriation of farmlands. 

Now, once the Communists have consolidated under their control the 
reins of the government, it is a tremendous undertaking to uproot 
them. I congratulate you and all the freedom-loving people of Guate- 
mala who rose up and overthrew the Russian Communist criminal 
conspiracy. 

I wish that all freedom-loving people throughout the world could 
become acquainted with the actual facts that you have outlined, as well 
as become familiar with the terrible terror and brutality that is exer 
cised by the Russian Communists when they take over, or attempt to 
take over any government. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Stsnreca. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Hittines. Mr. Bentley— 

Mr. Benriey. | just want to ask one question: Do you know, or 
have any idea why direct diplomatic relations were not established 
bet ween the Soviet Union and the previous Goveriment of Guatemala ¢ 

Mr. Stsnreca. Beg your pardon, sir? 

Mr. Bentitey. Do you have any idea why direct diplomatic relations 
were not established between the Soviet Union and the previous Gov- 
ernment of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Well, during Arevalo’s time they established rela- 
tions between Guatemala and Russia, but after all we made too much 
noise, you know, and then they just had the man in charge of Guate- 
malan relations work through the Polish Embassy in Mexico. One 
of their best men went to Guatemala just a year ago trying to establish 
over there—the Czechoslovakian Embassy. 

Mr. Bentiey. I’m sorry, I don’t follow that. You say relations 
were established during the Arevalo government ? 

Mr. Sisnieea. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. But you say there was too much noise. 

Mr. Sisnreca. In Guatemala. 

Mr. Benritey. What do you mean by that ? 

Mr. Stsnieca. The 32d article in Guatemala is against communism 
and they were accepting the Communists as good friends of Guatemala. 
We had a group that was against the Communist activities. A group 
in the university and all social sectors in Guatemala, so there were many 
protests because of that. They attempted to establish relations. It 
was not a very good attempt and they didn’t try it anymore. 

Mr. Bentiey. An attempt was made to establish relations with the 
Soviet Union under the Arevalo’s government, but popular opposition 
prevented it 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. There was a certain amount of anti-Communist op- 
position that was allowed to speak openly and function openly ? 

Mr. Stsnteca. Yes. ‘ 

Mr. Benritey. And of sufficient strength to actually influence the 
Government in some respects ¢ 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. 
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Mr. BentLey. Now, would you repeat, again, what you were telling 
me about later attempts to establish diplomatic relations between the 
Soviet Union and Guatemala ? 

First of all, let me ask you this question: While there were no diplo- 
matic relations between the Soviet Union and Guatemala, who was 
charged with the conduct of Soviet affairs in Guatemala’ Who was 
charged with the Soviet interests ¢ 

Mr. SisnieGca. The Soviet IKXembassy in Mexico. 

Mr. Bentiey. No: who in Guatemala was charged with Soviet 
interests in Guatemala ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. The Embassy in Mexico was. 

Mr. McManon. Attaché? 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes. ‘To Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. I don’t think you understand the question. When 
there are no diplomatic relations—for example like between the 
United States and Red China—we ask some government who is in that 
country to look out for our interests. We have requested the British 
Government to look out for our interests. 

Who in Guatemala was looking out for Soviet interests ! 

Mr. Sisnreca. Nobody. We had nothing to do with the Soviet 
Union until they came there and started to put our country in com 
munism. But we didn’t have no kind of relations before. 

Mr. Bent ey. Were there any of the Communist governments of 
eastern Kurope who did have diplomatic relations with Guatemala ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. No; we did not have relations with them. 

Mr. BENTLEY. None of them. Neither the Poles nor the Czechs. 
nor anyone‘ 

Mr. Stsnreca. We had that before when they weren’t under Soviet 
power, but after the war they didn’t have any relations. 

Mr. Bentiey. Guatemala has had no relations with any Commu 
nist government since the war. 

Mr. Stsnreca. When Arevalo came they started relations and they 
started a Spanish legation. The Red Republic of Spain. And they 
were in charge of everything. 

Mr. Bentiry. They had relations with the so-called Loyalist, or 
refugee government of Spain ¢ ’ 

Mr. SisnteGa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bentiey. Would you say that legation, or whatever it was in 
(ruatemala, was a center of Communist esplonage ¢ 

Mr. Stsnireca. Yes, mostly; and they were in direct contact with 
all of the European Red refugees in Guatemala. 

Mr. Bent ry. At the same time, even though no direct diplomatic 
relations were established, I understand Soviet and Czech diplomatic 
personnel visited Guatemala frequently. 

Mr. SisNIeGA. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. In other words, they had free access to the country, 
at that time ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. And assisted in propaganda, espionage, and othe 
activities in which they were interested / 
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Mr. Stsnieca. Yes, but they didn’t have so much to worry about 
propaganda, because the Guatemalan Government accepted all the 
propaganda directly from Russia and all the countries behind the 
[ron Curtain. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes, but I believe we have already had documents 
introduced in evidence, Mr. Chairman, to show that the Soviet Im- 
bassy in Mexico City assisted in supplying Soviet propaganda into 
(guatemala: am I correct ¢ 

Mr. SisnieGa,. Yes: that’s correct. 

The INTERPRET! R. | have studied this question ot Moscow’s repre 
sentation in Latin America. May [ put in a word in explanation of 
that ? 

Mr. Hiniines. You are not sworn as a witness, you are sworn as on 
interpreter. We would be very happy to receive any testimony from 
you that would be he ‘Ipful. 

Have you been to Guatemala / 

The [nrerprerer. No; I have written considerably to diplomatic 
relations in Latin America, and I have studied the setup of the 
Communist regime—of the Communist diplomatic setup, in Latin 
America. I know of a situation that will answer your question. 

Mr. Hiiirnes. In order to save time, Mr. Interpreter, 1 wonder if 
you might prepare a memorandum on that subject and submit it to 
the committee. I think it will be extremely helpful in our study and 
preparation of the report. 

The InrTErpretTeER. I'l] be glad to dothat,s 

Mr. Hittines. We may decide to take testimony from you later. 

Mr. McManon. I would like to ask a few questions to clarify some 
things brought up by Mr. Bentley's questions: As I understand it, 
Mr. Sisniega, the reason that the diplom: itic relations between Guate 
mala and the Soviet Union were dropped during the Arevalo regime, 
were for strategic purposes. The Communist government wanted 
to sail under the guise of being a liberal government. They did not 
want to be a Communist government, is that correct ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes, sir, that was one of the reasons. 

Mr. McManon. Was another reason the fact that the relations 
between the Soviet Union and the Government of Guatemala were 
not conducted through formal diplomatic channels, but through under 
ground and liaison channels? 

Mr. SIsnreGa. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Was the reason that Manuel Pinto Usaga, one of 
the labor leaders, was removed from his post and sent to Mexico City 
as consul general to maintain that underground liaison with the Soviet 
Embassy ¢ 

Mr. Sisnteca. Yes. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Mr. Feighan 

Mr. Frtenan. Mr. Sisniega, you were a member of the liberation 
urmiy ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes, sl 

Mr. FrigHan. What do you feel is the feeling of the masses of the 
people of Guatemala with reference to communism / 

Mr. Sisnreca. With regard to my people, they are 85 percent against 
communism. You know our way of life. We used to be a traditional 
country. We used to have our religion, we believe in God. I mean 
every kind of religion. Christians and all of them. They believe in 
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God, and all of my people they keep their moral principles. When 
we started to fight, we started at the university. We saw that the 
Communists were trying to get the university when a little group 
started acting Just like in a team. At any place where the students 
were together, they were always working under a plan. We saw that 
when the day started, making too much propaganda on the people 
they call the prolets ariat. And then they always were with Russian 
books, Stalin and everything like that, and they started the propaganda 
with the students. 

The *y were trying to make big ro id bigge r their groups by OIVving 
them the op portunity to travel or to get employme nt. So, we started 
to fight in the university. 

Then there became a movement when the Government tried to take 
over the religion and the orphanages. 

You know in Guatemala we have the boys who don’t have father 
and mother, and there are some Sisters and they pay attention to them. 
They keep them. The Government tried to take out the Sisters and 
replace them with teachers who we knew were leftists. The university 
took sides on the side of the boys and on the side of the Sisters. There 
are very poor people in Guatemala, but there are people with high 
sense of morals and they believe in God and they believe in the young 
people of Guatemala and the v help the boys, and we made a big dem 
onstration out in the streets asking the Government to let them st Ly 
just like they were, and the Government applies on the mouth of the 
Mausers. They shoot to us. They killed people and injured people, 
young boys and everyone, so we started fighting directly and the 
groups of poor peop le, the women in the market and everywhere, they 
were against the Communists. 

W hen we went out of the city and went all around the country, we 
found all the Guatemalans we touched, they were anti-Communists, 
and they agreed with us to fight the Communists. 

Of course, the Communists have very eood propag: inda machin ery. 
They had their principal leaders all around the cou intry an d they h: ad 
their groups, too. Of course, they were supported by the police and 
by the army, So they were more power ful th in anyone, but without 
the power of arms, they were not very powerful in the Republic, 
because all of the people there were anti Communist. 

Mr. FRIGHAN. Was there any direct attempt on the part of the 
Communist government to close the churches ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. They didn’t do that because they knew that was a 
very dangerous movement to them. but they persecuted the priests. 
There was a priest named BE 


succelato. He was a prisoner and they 
brought him from the Guatemalan border of San Salvador to Cuilapa, 
which is about 8 miles, on foot. And when the people started the 
revolt movement, they put him in the convent and asked him to recog- 
nize the convent as a prison and he couldn’t go out. After all, they 
threw him out of the country and he came here to the United States 
and I think he made some expositions to the press and the radio here 
in the United States. Not only him, but we have 6 or 10 different 
priests who were persecuted by the (sovernment. 

Mr. Friauan. Thank you. 

Mr. HILLiNas. Mr. Sisniega, you are a member of the liberation 
army. One thing I am sure that astounded the world was how a 
small band of men with very little equipment and not a great deal of 
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training could succeed in taking over a country that had an army of at 
least 6,000 and which was well equipped and which had recently 
received a $10 million shipment of arms, 

How was that possible ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. You know, the liberation army was really formed in 
avery little group of them. ‘Two hundred and seventy-five men crossed 
the border, but in the first village we h: ad some more soldiers, 

Mr. Hintzines. What was that, again ? 

Mr. Sisnieea. In the first village. 

Mr. Hituines. You picked up more soldiers / 

Mr. Sisnirca. We didn’t pick them. They came to us as volunteers. 
Kven the boys. Really little boys and women they wanted to fight 
with us against the Communists. And the reason why the liberation 
army won was that our men fought with their hearts, not only with 
their guns. The others, they could just use their own guns because 
they didn’t have to much to defend. 

You know, there is a big difference between an army that believes 
in their faith and an army that just obeys orders. We know that 
the regular army, they weren’t Communists, the soldiers. Some of 
their officers or chiefs were Communists, ves, and some of them they 
would abide by the Communists, but they didn’t have a special reason 
to fight us. That is why the Arbenz government didn’t do too well. 
They said our men were from all around the Latin American coun- 
tries and the United States, too, and they said we er all paid for 
that. They said that to form a spirit of nationalism, but they couldn't 
do it because the truth was known all around Guatemala. 

Mr. Hitiines. The Communists ap parently never succeeded in in- 
filtrating the army to such an extent that they really controlled it 

Mr. Stsnreca. Well, they could control the army just because of a 
very good intelligence service. They started making everyone dis- 
trustful to their companions. Everyone was afraid to talk to another 
one because they were afraid they might be punished for that. They 
controlled the army through fear. 

Mr. Hines. A number of the top army officers actually took 
asylum in neighboring countries, did they not, on the eve of the 
revolution / 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. Some of them, they were Communists and some 
of them were traitors to their army and traitors to their country. 
They were traitors to everything we had, God, freedom, and country. 

Mr. Hiniines. My question was, on the eve of the revolution be- 
fore the liberation army crossed the border, some of the leaders of the 
regular army actually left Guatemala in order to join the liberation 
forces ; is that not true? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. We have a special example in Col. Carlos 
Mendoza. He was a pilot and a very good one. He left Guatemala. 
The brother of Mendoza, he left a diplomatic position that he had 
and went to our army to fight with us. The same applied to some of 
the other pilots in Guatemala. They left their positions and they 
asked for cevinti, or some of them used the line and went to us. 

Just like Colonel Estrada. He was one of the good fighters of 
the liberation army. 

Mr. Hiituines. Some of these pilots proceeded to come back over 
Guatemala and drop leaflets on behalf of the liberation forces. Did 
they not? 
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Mr. Sisnteca. Yes, and not only leaflets. 

Mr. Hitires. But among the things dropped were leaflets / 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. 

Mr. Hinines. I have in my hand a document which we can mark 
as “Exhibit 83.” 

It is a leaflet that says, “Fight for God, cou try, liberty, work, 
truth, and justice. Fight against atheistic communism; intervention 
of communism: the poverty of communism; the lies of communism; 
fight with us, brother patriots, fight with Castillo Armas.” 

That apparently was dropped in Guatemala. IT understand actually 
many of the leaflets fell on the lawn of the Presidential palace of 
former President Arbenz. 

Mr. Sisnirca. Yes; that was all around the city at 6:30 in the eve 
ning. Theclouds were near the tops of the houses. 

Mr. Hituines. This was before the revolution started / 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. That was the first leaflet. 

Mr. Hitiines. You have seen this leaflet before, then ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hituines. Without objection it will be admitted in the record. 

Mr. Feienan. The success of the liberation army is an indication of 
the superhuman result that can be attained when people fight for God 
and country, their own independence and freedom. 

Mr. Sisnreea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. I have before me exhibit 1, pages 19, 20, 21, and 22, 
which I ask be admitted in the record at this point. 

Without objection it will be admitted. It is a list of the travels of 
Guatemalan Communists. I won’t take time to read all of it now, 
because it will be incorporated in the record. It is rather interesting 
to note the great deal of contact between Guatemala and the Soviet 
Union and other Communist meetings in other parts of the world. 

Particularly interesting is the fact that Victor Manuel Gutierrez, 
whom we have referred to as the secretary general of the Federation 
of Guatemalan Workers, an admitted Communist, apparently spent 
a great deal of his time traveling back and forth. It would appear to 
me quite obvious that he was traveling back and forth for instructions 
and further training. 

In March 1948, he attended the Third Annual Ordinary Congress of 
the Latin American Federation of Workers, in Mexico City. 

Then, in 1949, he was a delegate to the Second World Federation of 
Trade Unions Conference in Milan, and was on the executive com- 
mittee. 

In June 1949, he attended another Milan meeting. 

In September 1949, he represented the Federation of Democratic 
Youth of Guatemala at the American Continental Congress for Peace, 
in Mexico City. 

October 25, 1951, he traveled to Europe, ostensibly to attend the 
World Federation of Trade Unions meeting in Paris. They don’t 
know what he did after that. 

Then, from November to January 1952, he attended the World 
Federation of Trade Unions Conference in Berlin, after which he 
spent 2 months visiting the U.S. S. R. and the satellite countries. 

Then he shows up again in 1953 in Vienna, attending the World 
Federation of Trade Unions Conference. 
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Then, in March 1953, he goes to Santiago, Chile, where he attends 
the Conference of Latin American Federation of Workers. 

He shows up again in December 1953, returning from Moscow at the 
head of the Guatemalan delegation which toured the Soviet Union, 
after attending the Third World Federation of Union Trainees Con- 
ference, Vienna. 

He got around as did Fortuny, who was the secretary-general of the 
Guatemalan Labor Policy which isa Communist Party and he appears 
going back and forth to Moscow and various other places. 

From time to time this State Department document shows that 
from July 1951 to November 1952, 38 persons left Guatemala to attend 
Communist-sponsored meetings. 

There were some who went also in December 1952. In December 
1951, 18 Guatemalan delegates went to Vienna to attend the World 
Federation of Trade Unions Social Security Conference. 

From June to December 1953, 48 Guatemalans visited the Soviet 
orbit and 11 of them actually went to Moscow. 

[t goes all the way through here, considerable numbers of them, 
including key C ommunists who held key positions in the political, 
social, and governmental life of Guatemala. Apparently going abroad 
or going to other places in the hemisphere to attend Communist 
meetings. 

Without objection, this will be admitted at this point. 

Mr. McMahon, do you have further questions of this witness? 

Mr. McManon. I thought, Mr. Chairman, it might be helpful at 
this point if we could develop from Mr. Sisniega, a chronological 
account of the development of the anti-Communist movement inside 
and outside of Guatemala which eventually resulted in the overthrow 
of the Government. 

Mr. Hitures. Could you give us an outline of how that anti-Com- 
munist movement developed § I want to ask you to do it as briefly as 
you can. You have covered some of it already in your statement and 
In response to sis, questions. Give it to us as chronologically as you 
can. 

Mr. McMahon, perhaps you can bring some of it out by your 
questions. 

Mr. McManon. I thi.& the first question might be, Mr. Sisniega: 
Castillo testified that by 1948 there was a substantial amount of 
resentment in Guatemala against the Communists before Arana was 
eventually murdered. Can you tell briefly where this developed, 
among which classes it deve loped and just a bit about the murder of 
Arana? 

Mr. SisninGa. They started a movement trying to make Commu- 
nists the teachers of the elementary schools. He tried to organize the 
intellectual groups, the universities, and, of course, the workers. 
They make the workers’ law and there came a time when there was 
ne between workers and owners of businesses and farms and 

rything and the judge always was in favor of the workers. He 
ic care for nothing. He was just with the laborers, and always 
the capital from Guatemala was loosened. Everything. And, some- 
times the strikes were declared. Just because the y wanted to strike 
and they gave to the strike a legal point of view. But that was a few 
days later and against the same law. 
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Arana was the man who was trying to remedy that situation that 
was coming, because nobody Ww: anted to work. All the workers were 
doing just what they w: anted and the situation was terrible. 

Arana started with the army, started working on the agricultural 
and economic institutions of Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. At that time, was there opposition to the Arevalo 
regime among the working class? 

Mr. SISNIEGA. No: the working class was all W ith Arevalo. 

Mr. McManon. Was there opposition among the middle classes ? 

Mr. SISNIBGA. The opposition started in the middle classes. 

Mr. McManion. Was there opposition wmMong the professional 
people ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Not very much. 

Mr. McManon. Was there much newspaper criticism ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. In some of the newspapers they had, of course, 
criticism about the system. 

Mr. McManon. Was there any opposition from the church ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. None. 

Mr. McManon. Was there opposition among the farmers ? 

Mr. Stsnieca. Not very much. They used to talk, but they did 
nothing. Well, they don’t do much. 

In the beginning of 1948 we felt the situation was disgraceful. 
Nobody wanted to have eorn or beans or cane, or anvthing, because 
when it came time to collect, peop le just wante . to strike. They were 


asked what they wanted and if the owner of the farm didn’t do what 
the judge said, he had to pay a fine. eae the owner was on the 


bad side. 

The beans or the sugar or the corn, or any of the principal produce 
of my country doubled in price compared with the beginning of t] 
administration. Then we thought in the university and among the 
farmers, that the man, to counteract the action of the leftists. that 
the man to do it was Colonel Arana. He started working to form 
his own party to try to take him to the Presidency of the Republic 

Mr. McManon. What was Colonel Arana’s position at. that time 

Mr. Sisnreca. He was Chief of the Army Forces. He had to resign 
6 months before the elections. When it was seen that Arana’s party 
was growing too much, everyone was going to the Arana group and 
then they decided. 

Mr. McMAnown. Is it true that Colonel Arana was very popular 
with all classes of people j in Guatemala ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes, sir; he was very, very popular. 

Mr. McManon. Could we go up, now, to 1949 / 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. Do you know anything about a telephone call Col 
onel Arana received from the office of Colonel Arbenz regarding a 
cache of arms? 

Mr. Sisnreca. I'll give you what I know about Colonel Arana‘s 
death, 

Mr. McManon. Will you just keep to the question, Mr. Sisniega / 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Do you know anything about the telephone call 
from Colonel Arbenz’ office, to Colonel Arana ? 

Mr. SISNIEGA. Yes, he received a eall Say ing that in chalet K] Mor 
lon in Amatitlan that there was equipment to arm a group of civilians. 
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Mr. McManon. Do you know anything about a call that Colonel 
Arana made personally to Colonel Arbenz, as to whether or not he 
would go out to investigate Morlon ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. No, Colonel Arana went to Arevalo’s office, and asked 
him about that equipment and Arevalo said that Colonel Cosenza, 
Chief of the Air Force, was responsible for that equipment, and 
Colonel Arana was very excited because of that and he had a few 
words with Arevalo, and Arevalo said that he was not to blame. 

Mr. McManon. | don’t think you understand the question, Mr. 
Sisniega: Did Colonel Arana inform Colonel Arbenz that he per 
sonally was going to go to Lake Amatitlan to investigate / 

Mr. Stsnreca. No. 

Mr. McManon. Did he inform Arbenz’ office that he would go to 
investigate ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. No. 

Mr. McManon. Did he inform Arevalo’s office / 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. He did inform Arevalo? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. What happened when Colonel Arana got to Lake 
Amatitlan? What happened ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. If you will excuse me, Mr. McMahon, I'll tell you a 
few words—— 

Mr. Hiniines. How does the witness know about this phone call? 
He wasn’t on the receiving end of it and he wasn’t on the giving end 
of it. 

Mr. Stsnreca. My uncle was the private secretary from Colonel 
Arana. 

Mr. Htmures. Your uncle was? 

Mr. SISNIBGA, ( ‘ol. Jorge Barrios Solares. 

Mr. Hiiiines. Did he tell you about this phone call ¢ 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes, sir. He received the phone call telling Arana 
that the equipment was there. 

Mr. Hinirnes. When did the phone call take place ? 

Mr. Stsnrrca. The phone call was made one day before Arana was 
assassinated. Arevalo sent his own official to go with Arana. He 
said, “Colonel Giron will go for you at 11 o’clock in the morning.” 
That was the 19th of July. “He will go with you and both of you 
can go and check the equipment.” 

So, Arevalo was informed of that and so was the state mayor of 
Horaifo, too. So he left just with his driver, and his personal guard. 
They went together. They found equipment over there. Then they 
went back. And when they were going to cross the bridge of La Gloria, 
across the Michatoya, there was the private car of Colonel Arbenz’ 
wife right in the middle of the bridge. That is a very old bridge. It 
is Spanish and very narrow. They couldn't continue. 

Colonel Arana was driving his own car so he stopped and when he 
stopped, a bunch of people came with rifles and machineguns and 
they started shooting. The driver, Blanco who was sitting in the back 
of the car, he was injured, but not very bad. Colonel Giron went out 
from the back of the car the moment they stopped 

Colonel Arana was lrilled at that moment, and Peralta was killed, 


Too. 
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Alfonso Martinez was injured, because they shot all around the car. 
Martinez was injured and the second chief of police, Captain 
Blanco, he was killed by his own men, too. 

A member of our comite was coming from Antigua and he found 
Bracamonte right in the place where the roads — Bracamonte 
asked him to take him to the national house and he said, “Well, friend, 
we already did it.” Henrique didn’t suspect what he was telling about 
just a few hours later. 

Mr. McManon. Among the assassins identified, was there Iso a 
fellow named Palmi eri f 

Mr. Stsnieca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. W hich one ¢ 

Mr. Stsnieca. Carlos. 

Mr. McManon. Is that the fellow who is now consul general in 
San Francisco, or Los Angeles ¢ 

Mr. SISNIEGA. Yes. He was named by the drivel ot the colonel. 
He is alive and he is driving for the colonel. now. 

Mr. McManown. Is he still in the diplomatic service of the Guate 
malan Government ? 

Mr. Sisnigeca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. Why has he not been clise] irged / 

Mr. Sisnreca. Well, first, you know, there is not yet finished 
trial, and that is why nobody knows exactly the partic ipation of that 
man, and I suppose that immediate ly when everything is over, he will 
be retired. 

Mr. Hinuines. He is consul general now in Los Angeles, or San 
Francisco ¢ 

Mr. McManon. | believe he was recent ly tral =f rred to Los (ngeles, 
was he not? 

Mr. Sisnieca. He is already thrown out of the diplomatic ery 
I understand. 

Mr. McManon. Immediately following the murder of Arana, is it 


ice 


true that the Government newspaper of Guatemala published a speech 
by Carlos Manuel Pellecer in which he gave credit to the murder of 
Arana to the Communist Party and declared that Arana had to be 
killed or the revolution would perish ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. That’s true. 

Mr. McManon. That was made in a public speech ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Ina public speech and then it was published. 

Mr. McManon. Did parts of the army revolt after the murder of 
Arana, and were they suppressed by workers who were armed by the 
Communists ? 

Mr. Stsnieca. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. McManon. Was there a short revolution immediately after that 
murder, by one of the regiments of the army ¢ 

Mr. Sisnreca. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Were the soldiers put down by workers who were 
armed by the Communists, with the aid of the Government ? 

Mr. Sisnieca. Yes, sir. The honor guard was attacked by popu 
lar forces, with the support of the military base of La Aurora. 

Mr. McManon. Prior to the murder of Arana was the suppression 
of Communist elements rather mild? 
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Let me rephrase the question: During the early days of Arevalo’s 
regime, did he use brutal, ruthless measures against the opposition ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. Before the assassination they didn’t use too much 
force. 

Mr. McManon. After the murder of Arana, was there an increas- 
ing intensity of the ruthlessness of the secret police in putting down 
the opposition ? 

Mr. Stsnreca. Yes, sir. Immediately. 

Mr. McManon. After the murder of Arana, was there a revolution 
wr astrike by the market women in Guatemala City ¢ 

Mr. Sisnieca. That was a movement that we called a minute of 
silence. We used to go and make a minute of silence in the streets, in 
the central part, as a protest against the Government, asking for the 
resignation of Arevalo. Thi it Was a popular movement with all the 
classes of Guatemala. For 3 days we went at 6 o’clock in the evening 
and they destroyed those movements by shooting the peop le and by 
hitting people of position by groups, armed with sticks and knives. In 
one of these meetings died one of the university students. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Sisniega, we were just talking about the strike 
of the market women. 

Mr. Sisnieea. Yes; but that was a strike with the help of the other 
social groups from Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. Was it because of that strike the discharge of two 
nuns from one of the orphan asylums— 

Mr. Stsnreca. That was a little bit later. 

Mr. McManon. We are talking about two different things. 

lime is growing quite short and the chairman wishes to adjourn. 

Could you tell us very briefly what caused you, a student in the 
university, to become active in the anti-Communist movement ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. There is a reason, I think, and it is very powerful, 
and that is love—love to our country; love to our traditions; love to 
liberty: and love to freedom. We saw that they were trying to kill 
all of these sentiments in the people and they were trying to subvert 
the sentiments of morals through bribes and we started a movement 
against the Srey ay ainst the people who were trying to put 
in front of his own country the symbol of another country. So the 
traditional characteristics—I mean the traditions from our people that 
we used to love very much—the respect that we used to have for the 
family, that they were trying to destroy; all of those sentiments, all 
in one, that we eall love: that was what made us go into the fight for 
the morals, the respect of God, the respect otf freedom, and the respect 
of our country. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I think the story of the developing 
of the anti-Communist movement is an extremely interesting one but 
it is quite lengthy. I would suggest for the purpose of brevity that 
perhaps Mr. Sisniega prepare a brief for submission to the committee 
and to be included in the record. 

Mr. Hitiines. That will be satisfactory. An outline of the steps 
taken in developing an anti-Communist movement in Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon, It was in 1952 that you were forced to flee Guate- 
mala ? 

Mr. Sisnreca. There was a plot against the Government. 

Mr. McManon. Tell me about the telegram. 
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Mr. Sisnreca. They involved us 
al similar telegram to the whole cou 
friends, Lopez, Tar cena, and Lut 
My friends went into the embass 
lum. I was still in Guatemala for : 
crossing the San Salvador border. 
the isylum that I needed. 
Mr. McManown. I understand tl 
2 years that you and Mario Lopez frequent] 
to meet with members of the underground. 
Did you realize when you did that 
if you were captured? Did you kno 
were torturing and murde! | 


l 


caught? Did you recognize the r 

Mr. Sisnreca. We knew 
we had to maintain contaet 
territory, so we had to c Ss the bora a i » OT ‘there and t 
them. We knew if they ea is we could killed by tortw 
just like they did the int | 

Mr. Hiuurnes. Are there : 

Mr. Bentiey. No questions. 

Mr. Hiniines. Mr. Feighan 

Mr. incu in. N que tions. 

Mr. Hiituines. We certainly appreciate wu contribution 
study as part of our subcommittee, Mr. Sisniega. We congratt 
you on the fine, courageous stand that you have taken against the forces 
of international communism. We appreciate your coming all this 
way to testify before our subcommittee. 


This concludes this phase of the testimon Vy. Tomorrow the com- 
mittee will meet again at 10 o’clock, at which time we will have as our 
witness Mr. Mario Lopez, also from Guatemala. 

The committee will now recess until 10 a. m., tomorrow. 

(Whereupon, at 4:30 p. m., the committee recessed, to reconvene at 
10 a. m. Wednesday, September 29, 1954.) 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1954 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LATIN AMERICA OF THI 
House Sevecr CommMirres lo INVESTIGATE 
CoMMUNIsT AGGRESSION AND THE FORCED 
INCORPORATION OF THE Bauric Strares Inro rue U.S. S. R.., 
Washington, D. ( 
The subeomm ttee met, p irsuant to ecall,at 10:25a.m., Louse Office 
Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Patrick J. Hillings (chairman of 
the subcommittee) presiding. 
Present: Messrs. Hillings and Feighan. 
Also present: Patrick McMahon, consultant to committee. 
Mr. Hitiines. The subcommittee will come to order. 
This morning we are voing’ to receive test imony by Mar O Lopez, ol 
Guatemala. He had a prepared statement which has been submitted 


to each member of the subcommittee. Before hearing from Mr. Lone 


however, there are two things we want to introduce into the record. 
No. 1 is a paper, a brief statement that I prepared since the hearings 
concluded yesterday, by way of further elaboration on the travel of 
Guatemalan Communist leaders and sympathizers to centers of inte! 
national communism. I would like to just quote from this paper 
briefly and then we will mark this as “Exhibit 84”. 

Mr. Hiniines. During the period of growth of communism in Guat 
mala, as accentuated after 1948 up to June 1954, selected Guatemala 
leaders were invited for travel and indoctrination behind the Iror 
Curtain and centers of international communism. 

The numbers increased from 3 or 6 a year up to about 100. Import 
ant leaders, such as Victor Manuel Gutierrez and Jose Manuel For 
tuny, have made repeated journeys to these centers. The costs of their 
travel have been paid from foreign sources, sometimes directly from 
Prague, Vienna, or Moscow, in the form of advance purchases of tickets 
from certain airlines for the designated persons, or through channels 
of international organizations controlled by Moscow. 

The following data is illustrative rather than complete, as no single 
list of these travelers is known to exist. 

I might say to members of the committee this information was 
received from various sources and I will offer it in the nature of a 
memorandum. 

From many sources it is known. however, that delegations of 10 to 20 
persons were invited from Guatemala to gatherings such as the World 
Peace Conference at Pekin in 1952 and the World Youth Conference 
at Bucharest in 1953. In each instance, a selected smaller group from 


among the delegates was invited for a tour of the U.S. S. R. following 


U5 
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the Conference. Out of 20 Guatemalan delegates to the Bucharest 


youth meeting, for example, 7 went on to the U.S.5. R. 

Here are the numbers of known Guatemalans visiting Communist 
contact broad. Between 1948 and 1950, it is known that at least 
three Guatemalans y ted Commu st contacts abroad. 1951-52, the 
num! reased to 5¢. 

In 1953 to 1954, the number increased to at least 79, making a total 
during t period of time of 139 Guatemalans visiting Communist 
contact points abroad. 

The enificant thing is the great increase, particularly up until 
the actual time of the overthrow of the Communist government. I 
think particularly significant in that the numbers of other South 
Ameri al d Central Americans visiting Moscow and other (‘om 
mu t contact po nts abroad, also increased. This is particularly 


true in Chile, Brazil, and in some of the other countries in ( entral 
ind South America. 


For instance, when I was in Latin America a few weeks ago, I had 


an interview in Chile with the president of the Chilean chamber of 
deputies. He had just come back from a good-will mission to 
Moscow. He told me that he thought there would be other South 
Ame} ins } eeking beh nd the [ron ( ‘urtain in the near future. 

At the time | was in ( hile the vice president ot the senate was in 
Moscow. Either there or on his way back. That would be compar 


able 1 the | nited States to Speaker of the House Joe Martin and 
President pro tempore of ,the Senate Styles Bridges both going to 
Moscow on a gor d-will mission. That sort of thing is bei gy rept ited 
in many places throughout South America today, and I think the 
pattern of travel between Communist contacts abroad and Guate 
mala, the great increase in the final years and months of Communist 
rule there, is extremely significant and shows the extent to which 
Moscow was directly interested in these Guatemalan leaders, some of 
them Government officials. Some of them private citizens, all of 
them active in the political life of Guatemala. 

I offer this as exhibit 84 and without objection it will be entered 
n the record at this point. 

Mr. McManown. In line with this exhibit, it might be well for you 
to also state that you were informed in a confidential conversation 
by an official of an airline—while we were not to disclose the name of 
the airline or the official, the information itself, I think, is pertinent 
and appropriate for this committee. 

That information which you may want to introduce shows that 100 
persons annually were taken from Guatemala, behind the Iron Cur 
tain; that in the great majority of cases their tickets were purchased 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, and the airline was simply informed to 
make the ticket available to the Guatemalan in Guatemala City. 

Mr. Hrixires. I recall that conversation very well, Mr. McMahon. 

Mr. McManon. You may also wish to insert in the record, Mr. 
Chairman, that exhibit 1, an official document by the Department 
of State, discloses that among those who visited Moscow and other 
Iron Curtain countries were four of the recent presidents of the 
Guatemalan Congress; that under the Guatemalan Constitution, the 
president of Congress succeeds to the presidency of the country, in 
case the incumbent dies or resigns. 

Mr. Hiturnes. That is correct. 
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‘ Mr. Lopez, will you stand please ind raise your right 
§ Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not 
ing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 
Mr. Lopez. I do. 
TESTIMONY OF MARIO LOPEZ VILLTOR 
Mr. Hitiines. Your name is Mario Lopez Villtoro. 


Mr. Lopez. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Will you give us your address in Guatemala ? 

Mr. Lorrz. I live in Guatemala City. My address is First Street, 
No. 9-07. 

Mr. Hiniines. What is your occupation ? 


ER 


Mr. Lorez. I am a student in engi l ‘ 
ie Mr. Hiuzines. Where, in Guatemala City ? 
Mr. Lorrz. Two years ago I left the university in order to help my 
country. Now that I am back, perhaps I will proceed with my career 

Mr. Hinurnes. How old are you? 

Mr. Lorrz. I am 27 years old. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do you want to proceed with your prepared stat 
ment at this time? 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall not waste the committee’s time L pool 
aitempt to express my gratitude for the privilege of appearing her 
My colleague has already expressed it better than I. We have come 
to Washington from Guatemala to testify before your committee be 
cause we hope that we can he Ip, In a cooperative effort. LL hgnt 
which may last throughout all of our lives between com m and 
democracy. 

One of the things, Mr. Chairman, which I would lke ve ich 
; to clarify coneerns the resistance in Guaten Ll aga St the (4 imu 


' nists who ruled our country. The impressio een created that 
during the Pre idency of Arey ilo. when t Comn sts W { king 
over our Governme! t. that there was no re Lie 

That is not true \lmost from the | y tnere | thou 
sands of people in Guat ila who v ] ocke | . a 


Arevalo’s pro-Commun { polici , 
The unfortunate thing, Mr. Chairman, that these peopl ho 
opposed the Communist policies of Areva! oO Zi They 
i were unable to express themselves. My colleague, Sisniega, nted 
out yesterday those of us in Guate c ‘ 
«ll of the pro Commu ist policies of Arevalo made Col. Fran co Javiel 
Ara aour rallying point 
Even after Arana was murdered, the resi iwainst t Com 


munists, disorganized as it was. did not die. May ] ( 
a few specific events: 

1. After the murder of Arana, which my collea » Lionel S ra 
Otero, discussed in detail before t com { . ere Wel 1} nes 


all over our country. Thousands of people rose 1 wail (tov 

ernment, col cdc ted ce MoOoNnstralions Without al is, Cj ‘ 
: ] ] P 4) ‘ ‘ LT] 

police and the army soldiers of the Gover nt. riundreds of em 


were slain. 
é 2. In July of 1951 the humble women of the market place Guate 


] ] } 


mala City Staged a strike when two nul were CIS! d from the 
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OVrpiia isviln Whe the pol tried to break up tl e Stl ke, these 
determined women, armed with nothing but vegetables and fists, put 
down the police and forced the Government to retreat. The nuns 
were re plove That was the first victory ot the anti (‘Communists 
"GQ 
3. The ( Age of these humble women at the market place i spired 
anti-Communi elements throughout Guatemala. Shortly after, we 
tu t the uw versity of Sa Carlos, who had lone been disturbed 
at the anti-Christian, anti-Democratie, pro Communist policies of the 
Are » Grove ment. formed our own organization. 
Wi tered our attack on article 52 of the constitution of (auate 
via. prohibits the existences of any organization that owes its 
i Torelgen power or a international political OrgantZ 
Phe ti-Communist tudent committee circulated petitions 
rete peec! . and ued propagal da throughout the Republic, In 
effort to organize those elements who we knew opposed the policies 
f t (Com) t Government. 
| lfov, sevel il students were arrested including’ Federico Paiz 
Herrera, the Quinonez brothers, and imprisoned without formal 
charges and without any recognition of their civil rights. 
We staged student strikes throughout Guatemala and eventually 
the pressure forced the Government to release Paiz Herrera and the 
otnel 


6. On March 23, 1952, several anti-Communist groups staged a mass 


rally in G itemala City, at which thousands ot petitions were signed 
demanding that President Arbenz enforce article 32 of the con 
Stit 

7. The next day Arbenz gave his answer. He rejected the petitions. 
He issued an edict to the effect that any anti-Communist activity 
Guatemala was illegal and subversive. And he declared that if any 


meetings of a similar nature should be held that they would be broken 
up by the Guardia Civil with force of arms. 


From that time on the tactics of the Government i suppressing 

( munist opposition became increasingly ruthless. Previously, 

they id violated the civil rights in making a search without warrant 

ind arrests without ch reves. Now, they simply seized persons identi 

ned » the opp sition and ubjected them to the most brutal tor 
tures. evidence of which is already before your committee. 


(bout that time, I and several other students who had been active 
In Opposing the Communists, were forced to flee my country. We 

ved in exile. Some of us in El Salvador, some of us in Honduras. 
some of us in \lexico. others scattered in coul tries throughout Latin 
America and in the Western Hemisphere. 

The first thing we attempted to do, Mr. Chairman, was to organize 
all of these exiles in a concerted movement. working to free our country 
from the Soviet Union. We formed several committees. We had 
student committees, we had women’s committees. we had professional 
committees, we had committees inside and outside Guatemala. 

We even worked inside the army and enlisted the support of some 
of the more ethical officers who themselves resented the fact that their 
Government was subservient to a foreign power. 

In order to achieve these things, we undertook an extensive propa 
ganda program of which I was in charge. From Honduras and El 


== 
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Salvador, we published weekly newspapers exposing the Communist 
control of Guatemala ; exposed the brutal terroristic tortures that they 


employed; published pictures of victims which had been tortured and 
slain. These publications were distributed throughout Guatemala. 


Evert mete important, Mr. Chairman, we published in our propaganda 
hewspapers, what Wwe onestly believe is a sound, practical, di l 


program, which we are sure President Castillo Armas is go 
effect in Guatemala. 


May I say this, Mr. Chairman, there are today, even after the Con 
munist government has beer deposed, thousands of persons who 
laborated with the Communist regime, living free in Guatemala. 

I have been asked, why do you not arrest these people ¢ We know 
that many of them are Communists. We know that many of the 
are now eared rthrow the democratic government and bring 


back the Communists. 

But I must say, Mr. Chairman, that we cannot fight commu l 
simply by t hrowing people 1n prison. We in Guatemala have got to 
prove to our people and to the people of all Latin America that we can 
offer something that is better than communism. When I say something 
better, I mean this, Mr. Chairman. We hope and intend to improve 
the material status of our people. But we intend to give them more. 
We intend to otfer a Sp ritual thing W hich IS necessary to all men who 
hope to live above the status of mere animals. 

In addition, it’s an increased standard of living we hold up to our 
people, those ethical standards which are so necessary in the world 
today. God, country. and freedom. 

Mr. Chairman, during the revolution that freed Guatemala f1 


Reds, I had the a ilege of clirecting the radio programs wht h we 
feel were so effective in winning the people to our side and discourag 


ing resistance agal st the liberation army of Col. Castillo Armas. 
full details of the acini program that was so effective are quite 
lengthy. I know that you do not have time to go into great detail here. 

With your perbilssion, Mir. ¢ hairm in. I will answer al \ questior S 
that you or your committee wish to ask about our propaga inda act 
ties and then, if you desire, will prepare a sworn affidavit outlining our 
program in detail for incorporation in the record. 

There is one more point that I would like to m ike with your per 
mission, Mr. Chairman. President Castillo Armas, in his testimony 
before your aoe emp yhasized that the war between communism 
and democracy in Guatemala is not yet won. We are a proud people, 
Mr. Chairman. We would like nothing better than to work out our 
problems ourselves and not ask he Ip f rom anyone. 

Nevertheless, the cruel facts of the situation are such that we are 
compelled to ask for help. The issues at stake are too vital to be risked 
on more pride. We need help in our immediate emergency. If help 
is not forthcoming very quickly, it may be too late. 

Mr. Chairman, I must speak now for hundreds of my comrades who 
have devoted years of their lives trying to throw off a Communist 
dictatorship. ] have devoted sever al vears of my life. ] have deat 
friends. Mr. Chairman, who have been tortured and murdered—you 
have seen some of the photographs—because they dared to oppose 
communism. 

In behalf of them and in behalf of these things that I am sure all of 
us hold very dear, I am compelled to say to the Congress and to the 
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people of the United States that we need from you quick though modest 
assistance. It need not be too much. But it must come quickly. 

Mr. Hitzires. Thank you, Mr. Lopez. Mr. McMahon—— 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Lopez, do you recall Tegucigalpa and an eve 
hing’ we spel t with a co le ague ¢ f yours by the name of Cosme Vis 
covich in 1950 or 1951 2 

Mr. Loprz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. He is a Guatemalan born of Yugoslav parents, I 
believe ? 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. Will you tell the committee what happened 
Cosme ¢ 

Mr. Lorez. He was sent to a mission in Guatemala. He was cap- 
tured and after that killed. 

Finally he was killed. We found 13 bodies in Antigua, one was 
probably his body. It was mutilated in toto. 

Mr. McManon. In what way was it 

Mr. Lopez. As much as we know, some witnesses said he was cap 
tured by the campesinos on a farm and they tied his hands and near 
a tree full of thorns, he was hit with a rifle and the thorns were hurt- 
ing him. After that the V took him to a pl: ice called Betaluleo. He was 
put in prison, he was tortured again, and finally he was sent to Gua- 
temala City. He was killed there, and after that his body disappeared. 

You see, during the terror days, they used a blackout during the 

night. A lot of people didn’t know what it was. They thought maybe 
the v wanted to know where the clandestine radio was and that is why 
they turned off the lights of the city but the real reason was that 
during those blackouts they took all the bodies in the ambulance and 
took them out of the city. As you have been told they found 200 
bodies but there are lots of them still missing. We received the tele- 
gram from Antigua that 13 bodies were found in the cemetery and 
we went over there and there was Cosme. He was identified by his 
teeth. 

Mr. Hrirines. You say they blacked out Guatemala City in an 
effort to locate the clandestine radio. Did they figure you were operat- 
ing off of current from the central electrical system / 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. They didn’t know where it was. It was inside 
Guatemala but they thought perhaps it was in Guatemala City. 
Some of them thought we were operating in the American Embassy 
Others thought that we were operating in the cathedral. That is why 
they turned off the lights to find out if we were operating with the 
energy of Guatemala City. 

Mr. Hinurnes. When the lights went off, the radio was still on? 

Mr. Lorrz. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. How were you operating, can you tell us? 

Mr. Loprz. That is still a secret. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions at this time. 
Perhaps you or members of the committee would lke to ask Mr. Lopez 
to elaborate on certain pou ts of this testimon y. 

Mr. Hinures. Mr. Feighan. 

Mr. Feignan. I have no questions. 





Mr. Hiturnes. I think we would all be interested in whatever you 
can tel] us about the one ration of this cland tine radio. You know 
the nations of the free world have all bee) broadcasting to points 


en 
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behind the Iron Curtain in an effort to car the ive of the West 
to the areas blacked out under communism. 

Apparently you and your colleagues in the operation of a cl les- 
tine radio in Guaten a were successtu n getting the message 
through to people inside the country. Cou ad you 1 ll us a little { 
about how you operate oA “ we don’t want t mprol e any 
formation that is still confidential. Anything that 1 can tell us 
will be most helpful. Could you tell us als ya little { O 
of program that seem to be most effective, a lL also what youl tener 
response was and how you tested it? 

Mr. Lorrz. I think the radio programs were very effective 


psychological war. There are people who t k that the clandestine 
radio contributed 80 percent of the vict ry. 

Mr. Hitires. I am sorry I am having difficulty in he 
you say. 

Mr. Lor1 Z. Some people sav the clandestine radio contributed 80 
percent to our victory. 

Mr. Hiniimes. Yes? 

Mr. Lorrez. Everybody in Guatemala was listening to the radio pro 
oTams. The police and all the other officers of the Government went 
all over the country picking up radios so they wouldn’t listen to our 
programs, and even on the farms. We know of a case of hun 
people, campesinos, who made a contribution to buy a radio w 
batteries, and they went to the mountains and there they were liste1 
ing to our programs. So they knew that somebody was in a secret 
place in the country working for freedom, to free them from tl 
Communist oppression. 

The radio station bee@an its programs on May ist, and the invas 
if we can call it that in Guatemala was June 1 

Mr. Hinszinoes. I recall that I was in Guatemala City on the eve of 
the revolution in June and the New York Times carried a 
culated story—I think it was picked up by the press services in tl 


country, and it was repeated not only in American newspapers but in 
others throughout the hemisphere, carry ng a byline of a mal med 
Sidney Gruson. ‘This was quite an article describ oe how the an 


destine radio had been destroyed. The na day later the Story came 
out that the clandestine radio was very mu n operation and was 
going strong. 

There were continuous stories that went out from Guatemala City 
which told of the dest tion of the radio; is that rrect ¢ 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

Mr. HILLINGs. And the radio itself pecame ol stantly talked 
about instrument in the attempt to overthrow the Communist gov 
ernment ¢ 

Mr. Loprrz. Yes. 

Mr. Hitztrnes. When the Guatem: 
pick up radios, would they just brea 
radio without any warrant ? 

Mr. Loprrz. That right. 

Mr. Hitures. In fact, they just stole them ? 

Mr. Lorrez. In fact, people had to listen to the programs with ft] 
volume very low and putting their ears to the . That isthe 
way they could listen, to it, because if sot y out » heard that 


they were listening to a landest e radio, 1 \ il mmecdiateltv be 
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put in jail and the radio captured by the secret police. All over the 
country, we had visited all over the country, and everywhere we found 
the same thing. There were probably orders handed out by the 
President. 

Mr. Hitiines. What did the Guatemalan Government have by way 
of radios? They had Government radio stations in Guatemala ? 

Mr. Lorrz. Oh, yes, There is still the TGW, the Voice of Gu: 
temala 

Mi Hu LINGS. It is a Gcovernment-ow} ed radio 2 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hiuires. It was operated by the Communists ? 

Mr. Loprrz. Oh, yes. The director of that radio station was a 
convineed Communist. 

Mr. Hintrnes. What was his name? 

Mr. Loprz. Carlos Alvarado Jerez. 


In 1952 he went to Pekin to a peace conference. He was a convinced 
member of the Communist Party and he was the cirecto of the 
national radio station. "The difference between them and us was that 


we tried all the time to Say nothing but the truth and they were ly ing 
so terribly that nobody wanted to believe them. 

Mr. McMahon told you vesterday of the case of that child that they 

ide so much trouble about. 

Mr. Hin INGS. The child that was allegedly Wwol nded by pla es of 
Castillo Armas? 

Mr. Lorrz. That is right. We were listening to programs of TGW 
and they even made poems about that girl who was killed by the 
mereenary aviation. They told hes all the time. 

When we came back to ( ruatemala, we saw the young kid. She was 
hurt by a policeman with a pistol. They said she was wounded with 
a .00-caliber machinegun bullet from a plane. We knew it couldn’t 
be true because you know what damage it makes if it hits somebody. 
All the time they were ly ing and ly Ing and ly Ine and we told the truth 
and people trusted us. 

Mr. HILLINGs. Could you tell us a little bit about the type ot pro 
eram that was put on by the clandestine radio? What was the usual 
type of program you used and that you broadcast every day ? 

Mr. Lorrz. The broadcasts began every morning at 8 o’clock. We 
couldn’t stay all the time on the air because we had about 14 radio 
operators distributed throughout the country and that was our source 
of information. We would work only half an hour on the air and 
then we changed our frequency and began having contact with the 
other radio operators. . 

I brought with me a tape of one of the programs, if you would ] 
to listen to it. Maybe Mr. Puente could translate for you al ttle. short 
part of this. I think it would be interesting for you. 

Mr. Hinures. All right. We have with us a tape recording of 
several of the broadcasts made by the clandestine radio. I think it 
would be interesting for the committee to hear a portion of them, to 
get an idea of the programs that you put on. 

This first tape that we will listen to briefly was made when? 

Mr. Lopez. I think it was June 10. 

Mr. Hinurnes. June 10, 1954? 

Mr. Loprz. Yes. ‘ 


> ie 
Ine 


a 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AM ( LOS 


Mr. Hitiines. That was just shortly before the invasio 
Mr. Loprz. Yes. , 

Mr. Hiturnes. Mr. Operator, will you play the tape for us? 
(A tape recording was played.) 

Mr. Hitiines. Will you stop it right there ¢ 

What was he saying ? 
The INTERPRETER. ' was al .. 
Mr. Lorrz. We insisted on our symbols and aspit Wi 


our svmbols were God. country. and freedom. and o <p 1I re 


id 
L 
/ 


truth, justice, and work. On that record we are speaking of J ce 
and work and truth. 

Mr. Hines. And you have the chime Was 
ndiecate something ? 

Mr. Loprz. What? 

Mr. Hitiines. When you played the chimes e be 

The Interpreter. He says that the chimes were to mak 
tion between spots. It was to eall the attention of evel ic] \\ 
they heard them they knew it was the clandest e radio 

Mr. HinuinGs. You didn’t steal the idea from NBC ? 

Mr. Lorrz. No. 

Mr. Hitzines. Whose voice was that / 

Mr. Lorrz. Mr. Sis eon’s voice. 

Mr. Hintuines. He testified yesterday. 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Hiniines. He served with you in th eration of 
tine radio / 

Mr. Lovrz. Thatis1 

Mr. Hiturecs. I th 
a music background. 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

(The playing of the tape recording was continued 

Mr. Hitrtnes. Could vou hold it just a second ? 

‘The music comes on where he Says, “We accuse the ( 
high treason” 

Mr. Loprz. That is right. 

Mr. Hinirnes. You are accusing the Arbenz governme 
mala of treason / 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. 

Mr. McManon. That music that you and Lionel Sisnieg ote. 
yourself ¢ 

Mr. Lopez. No. 

Mr. McM AHON. Do you know the title of t] e song ¢ 

Mr. LOpPEz. | think it was the backgroune of an otion pict ire. 
think it was Duel in the Sun. 

Mr. McManon. I might say, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Lopez, in addition 
to being a revolutionary, engineering student, and propagandist, 1 
also a composer. He and Mr. Sisniega composed several patriotic 
tunes during and before the revolution. 

Mr. Hinuines. Besides the background music of Duel in the Sun, 
didn’t you use background music from other pictures, too? Did you 
not use the background music from Gone With the Wind / 


Mr. Lorprz. Yes. 








M [TiLLin Was there V slg ’ » i) ne title t applied 
( ( ¢ 0 verhime ¢ 

Why did vou use that type of music? What was the psychological 
reas ro! 

Mr. Lori (through the hnterpreter ). It gives more vitality, more 

( a 

Mr. Hiriiines. And dramatic appeal ? 

Mr. Lorrz. We wrote the scripts and then we took the music. We 
were | ring all the time earphones. When the music would come 
to 1 p, it Inspires you whet you are talking and the people in 
G ( Lid thev were list ning and when we talked we soun led 

) of ourselves that they knew we were still fighting, even though 
the Guatemalan Gove ent il we were running away. 


Well. that is the 1 . vou see Wher you are saying something 


and 1 hay n the background nice music, you just get inspired. 


Mr. Hintinaes. Do vou i! totrva little m re of that, Mr. Operator. 


(The plaving of the t ipe recoraing Was continued. ) 


Mr. Hinuines. That is very interesting, Mr. Lopez. 

Now, what were you saying when you were speaking there with 
that und—incidentally what was that music ? 

Mr. Lorrz. There were three different records there. 

Mr. Hunurnes. Do vou recall the selections ? 

Mr. Lorprz. One was Quo Vadis. 

Mr. Hines. What was the other? 

Mr. Lorrz. Gone With the Wind. 

Mr. Hinuines. You can practically see Rhett Butler there. 

What is the third one 

Mr. Lorrz. Ivanhoe. 

Mr. Hin: Just briefly, we had a little running translation up 
here, but briefly tell the committee what you were saying, what you 
wel peaking of. You were talking about the flag of the country, 
nd ! our beautiful flag today 

Mr. Lori Ye 

Mr. Hinturnes. And also there something in there about—vou were 
referring to the Communist President. You called him Jacob and 
\ recused him of a number of things 


Mr LA PEZ. Yes. 

Mr. Hiniines. One of them was Sovietizing the country, is that 
rioht /; 
Mr. Lornz. That is righ 
Mr. Hintiines. What else did you say ? 
Mr. Lorrz. We were accusing him of giving our country to the 
viet Union. How can I say it? 

Te had 


Sov 

Mr. Lorrz (through the interpreter). | | stained our emblems, 
und tur d the army over to the Reds. We were « alling on the spirit 
of our dead to inspire our victory. That the first thing we would have 
to do is to clean the road so that our horses could enter into it without 
al Col nu Ih. 


Mr. Hirtzines. You have a very dramatic voice and vou do an ex 


| ] . , } ‘ . 
ee JOD, [ believe even tho who can’t unde tand spanish can 
et tl feel of eme on and drama of a broa ist of this kind coming 
} } 
to the | Mi ot the pe DI (y mia re an unknown tocation 
T ) . ’ 
[ ay { en ious ettect 


DEO See 


oe 


: 





You also had a tape, I 
tine radio, don’t you 4 

Mr. Loprz. I didn’t | 

The only thing | brought Chie f I 
whe he oave the orc i¢ e ( it 

Mr. Hit.ines | | we hear 7 { f ? 

This wa broad ist O\ f la est ( “ } 
the actual move-out ord 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

Mr. Hiniines. Could 4 ¢ that up tot tol 
a portion of that. 

It was too bad you coul mve ha i | { ‘ ‘ ) 

While they are worku or | that, \Lr. Lop ‘ | | t ask \ 
more questions. 


You have bee i th 5s DUSIN of broade; <I x” tO the Heo ] Ot 
the Communist country and you have had hance to ga eren 
of personal experience. 

Do you have any : iwgestion that the Voie f Ame l. 
providing the story of the United States to tl ! » might LUTE 
to take into cognizance ? Ar ere al Vay n wl L Ve c 
the Voice ot America can be pro. ed a I I Wanht you te t cael i { 
that you can speak out as frankly about it as possible. 

We are all interested in constructive criti nd want t 
any Way that we « in Improve the set ae | f I ne } 
the people of the | tect States to the 1 ¢ ( a. 

Mr. Lopez. L don't know i the sa e messag ( il | sap led 
any other country but the way we did it Guatemala. I uld 
ive you all the information you need. It would prol b] be bette 
if I could write some suggestion to the people « f the Voice of Ame1 i 
I would do that, gladly. I think your tu vel di 


Mr. Hituines. Have you listened to the Voice of America? 

Mr. Lorrz. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hituines. On the basis of your experience pe ting a 
clandestine radio, have you any sugcvestiol t il peopl South 
America would like to see more of in the Voice of America or certain 
things that perhaps could be in proved ¢ 

Mr. Lorez. No. 

Mr. Hitires. For instance, do you think there should be more 
music on the program ¢ 

Mr. Lorrz. We didn’t plan that background mi , you see. We 


Just once tried it, we liked it, and now I see that the people liked that, 
too. That background music. That raises up your spirit and gives 
vou courage, you see. You trv to nspire ¥ ith r usic the thn os that 
you are Say ing. If you are giving people information and calling for 
the people to rise up, L thin tis a cood method. L have heard all 


over the country, they Say, “That music, that music, that is what gave 
us nerve.” 

Mr. Hiwszines. That is a very interesting and significant observa 
tion. 

What sort ot programs do you think the people of Latin America 
would particularly like to listen to? Dothey want primarily musical 
programs or newscasts or do they like instructions in various things 
such as in the field of agriculture / 
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Nin LOPEZ expla he about freedom, democracy, and whatever 


One has t nent 1 their own country. It is the same every where. 
Kverybod\ ts freedom, evervbody wants a free country and every 
as ; = : ne ‘ . ‘ 
\I Il NGS \I ) cussion of Lif ph losophy ot freedom and 
id to teach the more about it 2 
Mir. Lor Yes, sir: I think so 
Mr. Hituines. Do you think very many people in Latin America 
| ted state (10 rhment funetr : Waer its 
l em ¢ Do ye { they ce ad use more structio} 
\I i . Yes 
\I INGS \\ it type ot msic ado vou tl | ople iow 
part arly re ¢ 
| In Latin Amet ail like Lat \ 
Mir. Hu i] out ] ilar Ameri ne 
\] | | Oh. ey | hem, too. 
\MEv. I] vas. But they prefer the Latin American ? 
Mr. Lori lt a rent kind of people vho like Am« \ 
or the people, the market omen and il] { peo} e, 
{ bas and ¢ I 
Ml Why d L ust e La (mel 
\ r bi dcasts ¢ 
\ [t doe vO OVel 
I — ( f r it wo 
\ i \ | ( R ( \] oO ¢ 
\ { \t 
\I I | it l { AL J { 
\ 
i ) Diu ( it O*\ 
( . Oct | ( l Fe ve ( ( i () LO! 
( 7 qa ey Tit ik \l c¢ \ 
0 perfer nglish 
I | it \ l'¢ | e Oo | ( rol of 
\I Ye 
\l i is. a GO \ L.oTea ) ror p 1] hai 
Radio M yw ? 
l | l ul! k they ao 
Mr. Ti \ Is it talked out ¢ 
\I # I pecially dui oe those days. ‘The people were looking 
(ruatemala, too. livery! xdy found on their dial Radio 
\Losco\ aq many of them, Ll am sure, are still listenn gy” to those 


progral 

Mr. I LINGS. Does Radio Moscow put out a good program ¢ 

\[r. L. PEZ. Well, no, 

Mar. Hinures. I don’t necessarily mean that you believe in it or 
agree with it, but from a technical standpoint is it a good program ? 

Mr. Lorrz. From a technical standpoint, they are always trying 
to hammer « certain social differences in the Latin-American coun 
tries. For imstance, they take the Indians and push them against the 
white man and the poor against the rich. 

Mr. Hin.ines. They try to stir up ditferences between the classes / 
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Mr. Lorrez. Surely. 


Mr. Hinirnes. Do they talk much about comm 


talk about other things? 
Mr. LOPEZ. Chey don’t talk about commu 
Mir. Hitxiines. They don’t talk about it? 
Mr. Lorez. No. 
Mr. Hines. They just 


Mr. Li PEZ. Problem I reter te 
say Communism. 
Mr. Hitirnes. Do they attack the United 


Mr. Lorgz. Oh, yes. Every nigh 

Mr. Hitiines. Do they play good music ¢ 

Mr. Lopez. Yes. R in mu 

Mr. Hintures. Th yp prunat \ 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, I | ( { ( 

Li Hint GS. (4 ul} 1) R cilé 

in ( ire the erent \ \ p 

Mir. L L ck unk 

Vin Linu ae ( I t oO 

Nia | IPEZ, Yes 

Vir. Honuine I | id 

\ir. Lori Y 

AY [i LLIN¢ I t 

Vhs | 0 ( 

Vi Es Z 1 ¢ 

Vir. Flu \\V} f 

Viv. 101 i 

1 i \ ( Do Ou ( ( l 
ice iving—vV Ve ¢ 

ir. Lorrez. Mine 

\ir. Havtiines. W Ways yours ¢ 

Mr. Lorrz. This one 

Mr. Hititines. Do you want to 
were saying é 

Mr. Lorez. That the Guatemal pe 
most heroic pages of its history ai L | 
ctlons 1h ny country since Ince pe ence 


anti-Communistic crusade could be co 

out in 1920 t 

which threw out Hendon Ponce. 
1] 


Ch 


threw he dictator Estrada Cobi 


he speech of Col. Castillo Armas thank 
ror the saci ifice and telling them we were 

’ fe | ; , 1°) 

There is one thing l would like to sav to 


excuse me. You can 
| think that is another suggestion that ] 
Voice of America, to make their programs 
bores people. 


Mr. Hin.inGs. How long were your programs, 1 ormatlly ? 


hour. 


Mr. Lorrz. Just half an 


sm. 


talk about problen 


see these programs were 


LATIN 


Ol 


would 


¢ 


| 


AMERICA 1 


rt and subst 


nism or dot ey 
/ 
; 

- { { Thiel 
Aw 5 st { 
to the oO W j 

the ! 944. 

mal pe nle 
oa good 1oOb. 
rman f vou wlll 


intial. 
Ke to to the 


f it 


give 


is too long, it 


Mr. HiL.LInGs. A half hour was the total time of broacle ist ? 


Mr. Lopez. Yes. 


hour. 


Then off for an hour and t] 


] 


back on for a half 
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Of course at 1 LUSé ould not iv on the air t 
day and night, but program hould be short and always telling 
Lat American people about moral principles, about justice, work, 

truth, country, freedom, God 

Vr i ia You 1 nk that is what the peo le down there would 
he mol ely to list { | be more concerned about than talk about 
tel ul itomobil und tl like t 1 

Mir. Feighan, do y have a question ¢ 

\I i RIGHAN Mr. Lopez you mentioned ] youl tatement that 
the peo} of Guatemala would like to have some help from the United 
State ine elp Soo iS po ble. What suggestions do you have 

th ference to hel] What form would it take ? 

Mr. Lopez. You see, The (‘Communists hefore they left the Govern 
mel t, they took everyvtl he ol t ot the National Treasury. During the 
3 la lays of terror, they took $1 million from the bank; $1 million 
here in the United States may be nothing, but to a little country $1 
million is $1 million. When the liberation army came to Guatemala 
City, we didn’t find anything. 

Pre : dent ( astillo has a good program. HH » off red It to the people. 


A I say in my statement, we believe we cannot fight communism by 
putt o | prison all Communists. We have to o1ve the pi ople SON 
o@ by tter. We offered then things in our clandestine radio trans 
MISSIOI and in our nev spapers but now we have to five them some 
thing. However, we have no mea to doit. That is why we ask for 
help. I suppose we need a lo n. J suppose we need technical assist 
e,as Lsay, be aduse we don’t have any technicians. 


4 


ani 
Mr. Feranan. Any help that would expedite the development of 
th economy of the country. 

Mr. Lopez. That is right. 

[ think the economic situation in the country is all right. There is 
no problem, but the Government must start improving. 

Mr. Hinnines. Excuse me, Mr. Feighan. 

The nation has the ability to get back on its feet economically but 
the big difficulty is that the Government starts out with its treasury 
looted and it’s virtually unable to pay the salaries of any of the federal 
workers and starts at rock bottom because the Communists in leaving 
Guatemala stripped the Government treasury, is that what you are 
trving to say 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, sir. For instance, in many hospitals they don’t 
have any medicines. They can’t pay any salaries because there is no 
money, no money at all. That isa problem. If we want to give them 
something better, we have to have something better—we have to have 
money. 

Mr. Hiures. I cannot help recalling a statement Mr. Attlee made 
when he returned from his good will mission to Red China. He de- 
clared, I believe in Australia in a speech there, that—this was in effect 
what he said, I may be paraphrasing it but I don’t think I am doing 
him injustice because I am sure this is the sense of the statement he 
gave, as I recall it from the press. He said, while it is true that China 
has a Communist government, and there may be some things about it 
that we don’t all agree with, certainly China has the most honest 
government it has ever had. 
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I think there has been a venel il feel Y That is permeated considel 
‘ | ly ls AC ] 1 ld that } +t wndar —_ 
abie places In the world Lat least unde comm sm the ¢g 
ment officials are honest. 

Certainly the actions of the Communist gvovernment officials « 
Guatemala make a le out of that statement be the ooted ti 
treasury, lined their personal pockets, and eT (rovernme 


Guatemala bankrupt; isn’t that correct 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

Mr. Freienan. One further question, Mr. Lopez. To what ext 
did the Communist government try to collectivize the farmer ¢ 

Mr. Lopez. 1 am afraid I do not understand. 

Mr. FricgHan. Did the Communist government try to collectivize 
the farmers—that is, to have one ownership by the Government and 
have various people participate in developing the particular farm or 
group of farms? 

Mr. Lopez. Oh, yes. When the agrarian reform law was pa sed. the 
farms that belonged to the Germans those that were expropl! ated 
by the Government during the war—they belo ved to the State. Many 


of these farms were distributed among them. Just 


( 


rovernment peo 


ple. Even Arbenz and his best friends had lots of farms, for then 


Just for them. Including the coffee plantations. Of course, they 
didn’t have any problems with the other farmers. There were n 


agitators there. During these days of terror, the coffee plantations 


were burned by many India Ss, W ith machetes n the - hat ds, al d they 
killed a lot of people. But they didn’t have any problems there. 

Mr. Hinures. Mr. Lopez, 1 have in ms hand exhibit 85. It a 
photostat of a telegram from Santiago, Chile, dated May ol, 1954 
It says, “Received in the home of the President at 2130.” 

I presume on May 31. It is addressed to the President of the 
Republic which in this case is the President of Guatemala. It is 
signed by Arevalo. Arevalo, as we know, is the former President of 
Guatemala and the testimony previously received by this committee 
was to the effect that Arevalo was really the forerunner of communism 
in Guatemala and it was under his regime that the President brought 
in outside Communists, gave them prominent positions in government 
and various organizations, and encouraged them to train other indi 
viduals in Guatemala for Communist activity. Is that correct? 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Do you know where Mr. Arevalo is today ? 

Mr. LOopPEz. In the last days before we came here to Wa hingto1 . we 
knew that he must still be in Chile 

Mr. Hinuras. So far as you know he is still in Chile? 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hinurnecs. This telegram is sent from Chile and at that time 
Arevalo was a sort of ambassador from Guatemala to Chile; is that 
right? 

Mr. Loprz. Well, he was ambassador at large. 

Mr. Hiturnes. He would be sent to various countries ? 

Mr. Lopez. That is right. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. And he was representing the Arbenz government; is 
that right ? 

Mr. Lorrz. Yes, sir. 

54741—54 S 
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Mr. Hinuines. But in the last days of the Communist regime, he 
was in Chile representing Arbenz? 

Mr. Lorrez. He was in Chile but it still was the same charge. 

Mr. HILLINGSs. This 1 1S the translation ot the telegram the a I am 
going to ask you if you know anything about it. It is a photostat of a 
telegram, exhibit Be? 


‘resident Ibanez invited me to lunch We conversed for 2 hours My impres- 
optimistic Senate and Chamber of Deputies separately will hold special 
ession on Guatemala. LVeople are agitating in our favol1 Imperialist press sole 
l rsa 
Cordi ( 
Signed: “Arevalo.” 


o vou know about that telegran 
oPpEzZ. No, s 
r. Hinnrnes. Mr. Midence, will you step forward, please. Yo 





| 

ive bee previously sworn Llave youever seen thi telegran rore ¢ 
\\ nt it in the hies of the committee and made avaliadle t 

rough the committee ? 

Mr. Mipence. Yes; the original is there 

Mir. Hiitines. Without objection, then, a copy of that telegrai 
be accept | for the record as exhibit SD. 

It is bi Ing otlered, incidental lly, to sho the extent to h l 
(‘ommunist regime in Guate tala is ittempt ne to stl } y 

other countries on behalf of Guatemala. It is rathe) signiiicant that 
fter t teleoram wa ent, some 60 members of the Chilean Chambet 
| De] ties sioned the petitlo a olutio Which deno 

e | ited States for alleged interference in Guaten a SO ap} 

tly Mh \revalo had co aera ( i i eftiect ! ! 

{ ht t} L « reacth 

Do you have any further questions, Mr. McMahon ¢ 

Mr. McManon. Not at this time, Mr. Hillings. Oh, Mx. Chair 

ere this one question that I would lke t xs Mr. Lo for t 

pose of informing the Americal public a little bit about h 
‘ itl 
Mr. Lopez, President Castillo, telling about his escape from thi 


ary, Sala that he was met out ide Of the penitentiary by 
t 


d t some friends and his wife. Could vou tell 


; ] 1 1 ; . 
tte 0 those friends were who helped the President 


the com 
escape fro 
ry tentiary ¢ 

Mir. Lornz. Mario Sandoval and Lionel Sisniega. 

Mr. Mi M A\HON, Wasn't t | ere a ventlemat hamed \I trio 

Mr. Loprz. Yes. 

Mir. McMation. After that incident wer 

o for some time / 

Mir. Loprz. Yes: I was in hiding 2 months before I left Guatemala. 
I took asylum, first, in the Honduras Embassy. Then we received 
orders of our committee to leave asylum and we left the Kmbassy. We 
crossed through the middle of the policemen and we hid again. Two 
weeks later we received orders again to go to the Embassy, and we 
went to the Salvadorean Embassy. 

Mr. Hitiincs. Mr. Lopez, we are deeply grateful to you for your 
testimony. It has been very interesting, very helpful o this com- 
mittee in its study of Communist techniques and activity throughout 

» Western Hemisphere and particularly in underst: inding more of 


I 
LiOpez 4 
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ow the people of Gruatematla became the rst to 


. ] } 1 } 
tT 1nte rnational communism directed Dj Mose 


We wish you luck in the future. 

Aren't you also entering politi Sin Guate laf Are 
late for Congress / 

\Lr. Loprz. That is mght. 

Mir. Hannines. We won't even ask v« ethe ire a De 
ora Republican. We just wish you good | 
I understand Mr. Si hiega il se Lo 
ections In October; is that 1 
Mir. Lorprz. That is1 t. I wis O ick. too. Mr. Chan 
Vir. H I th } ! 


( 


LLIILLINGs. lk at ‘ ( raving oO o 
en such as yourself who have been through a endous ex 
it po nal sacrifice and 1 © of vour life to be 
eelng to it that (runteminin coe 1) 1) 1 { ] 
\ if t 1 I t 
>NAVe Le | ( ( te i 
emocratic ideals and op) to , 
} ( e Ww 1] om ( 
er live, I t { fr ( 
y Mr. Lopez 
\i \ cle ( ( ild st to rt \ 
Ol 1 | oO lk \ 
\I ‘eighat ‘ being iY 
Mr. Bent is be 
I , Mr. | 
1 \ l-pa ¢ 
() 
l ( 
\I Viicdlence, ve ) rey f 
\i \lipe? hese 
Mr. LILLINGS Wi 1" re th 
\Miv. Mipence. | rv office. 
Mir. Hiniines. In the office of the cor tte . ( 
Mr. Mipence. Tha right. 
Mr. Hiniines. They are further statement onnect 
o¢cities that you aiscus ed in vour testimor Vy 4 
Mir. Mipence. That right. 
Mr. Hintines. Legal papers that are in the briefs b r prepared 


by the Guatemalan Government in these cases 7 
’Mr. Mipence. That is right. 

Mr. HILLINGS. We will otter those as ¢ xh bit SO, and without objec 
tion they will be accepted as further corroborative evidence of the te 
timony received in connection with the atrocities. 

This will conclude the hearings on Guate 
Subcommittee on Latin America of the House Select Cor 
Communist Aggression will hold additional hearings in the near fu 
ture. We are volIng to recelve testimony from the State De} irtment, 
which will further discuss the events that led up to the situation in 
Gcuatemala, and the successful removal of the Communist cancer 11 
Guatemala. We hope to have that testimony, which will be in coi 
Innetion with the white paper which the State Department of ow 
country issued in this ease, in the very hear future, either in Washing 
ton or possibly in Los Angeles some time next month. | hope to be 
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, : x ’ 
able, a ialirman of the subcommittee, to announce the dates ot t 
next hearings, and just as soon as possible; we may have rf 

~ J i . 
on 1t tomorrow, 


The State ] lepartment has not eiven us the exact date on wl 


witnesses will be available and cannot do so until Ambassador Pew 
foy returns to Washingto1 na | due here in a few days. 

Mr. Lopez, do vou have something else 4 

Hr. Lorez. I just want to congratulate you and your committee of 
the Congress for the work you are dou o, | want to thar k you ») 
the invitation vou made tou to come here to Washineton nnd I y 
to say to all the people of the United States that in Central Ameri 
ours is a very little country but we are very good friends of the Un 
State ' 


Mr. Hitires. Thank you, Mr. Lopez. I hope also that you and 
youl colleagus Ss might have a chance to talk with the people from the 
Voice of America. It might be well if they had a chance to listen t 
some of those tapes that you fellows prepared in the operation of th 
clandest ne radio because | am sure we can learn a oreat deal fi »] 
your experiences. 

Tl il k you also, Mr. McMahon. Mr. Mi Mahon is the consult init 
the committee and has been a specialist for many years on Latin Ame) 
ican problems. I don’t believe we could have prepared these heat 
ings without Mr. McMahon’s valuable assistance. I consider him on 
of the foremost authorities on the Latin American situation that v 
have available to us 1 Washington today. | am grateful to you | 
your fine services. 

We thank you also, Mr. Interpreter, for your time. 

(ny exhibits numbered between 1 and 86 not heretofore noted as 
received in evidence, are here received by the committee. 

The committee stands adjourned. 

( Whereupon, at 11:55 a. m., the committee adjourned, to reconven 
at the call of the chairman. ) 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1954 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LATIN AMERICA OF THI 
Housr Sevecr Commirree To INvesri 
Com™MUNIST AGGRESSION AND THE ForcED 
INCORPORATION OF THE Bauric States INro rHe U.S. S. R., 


Lhe subcommittee met, pursuant to « ull, at 10:10 a. m., House Of 
ice Building, Washineton, D. C.. Hon. Patrick J. Hillings (chairman 
‘f the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Messrs. Hillings and Feighan. 

Also present: Patrick McMahon, consultant to committe 

Mr. Hirures. The subcommittee will come to order. Ow 
ess this morning will be Ambassador John E. Peurifoy. 

Right at the outset. let me just say that there are prepare state- 
nents the Ambassador has prepared, and copies of my brief open 
statement which are available on the tabl 
wishes to come up closer. we still have some seats available 
for that purpose. 


At the outset, Mr. Ambassador, I think I alr \ lave Dive ve a 


igar. ‘Today is not only an important occasion for this subcommittee 
because we have the great honor of vour presel ; it at ab 
Velock last meht a third child came into m fami ere, (reorg 
Washington Hospital, a little girl, Jennifer Ann. To cel ite that 
ccasion and also the occasion of your \ sit, | I CO Y to is re ind 

ese very expensive cigars which I have up here, inyone who 
vould like to have one may help himself. 

For the purpose of the record, I would like to state that o tne 


today, Ambassador John E. Peurifoy, represents the new order of 
United States diplomats, a school of diplomats that has be bred in 
the atomie ave, hardheaded, realisti Ss and hardworki 

I had the opportunity of meeting Mr. Peurifoy Guatemala City 


last June. a few weeks before the revolut bi ce Im { t | it 
I was deeply impressed at the time with his objective, tual an Ly 1s 
of the Communist penetration of that country. I met him again in 
Guatemala City last month, and again I w mpressed by grasp 
f the situation. 

Mr. Peurifoy has had the advantage of be no n on-th not ob- 
server in Greece for 3 years, while that country was successfully re 
sisting Communist aggression. He was one of the bes formed 

hservers in G mten ila whil that ( if! no 
the Red shackles. His observatio1 hould be exceedingly eful to 

ie committee, and to the American publie, ippral ul il 

irines have already 1 lec to | ! ’ ’ ext 

anor te is in the Wester ) Hemisnher 
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Ambassador Peurifoy is in W i en route to a new, and 
pos bly his most difficult. assignment, Thailand, in the heart of 
southeast Asia, and probably the next sleekes n that area to be 
marked by the Communists for conquest. 

The committee appreciates that because of Mr. Peurifoy’s prey 
position as Ambassador to Guatemala, and his new post as An bassa 
doi to a country ha highly sensitive area, there may be some top CS 


that he cannot discuss in public. Therefore, Mr. Ambassador, if an 
of our questions should fall within a field which you believe might 
embarr: iss yourself or the United States oe lly, please s 
ndicate to the chairman, and the question will be withdrawn 


Ambassador Peurifoy, I am sure you have: already met my colle wue, 
Congressman Feighan, and Mr. Mc M: thon, who serves as committee 
consultant. As I indicated In my statement, we are delighted to have 
you, and we appreciate your taking time out from an extremely bus) 
schedule, on ee ay to your new asslonment, to give this subcommittee 
of the House « f Represent: tives your very important testimony 


TESTIMONY OF HON. JOHN E. PEURIFOY, FORMER 
AMBASSADOR TO GUATEMALA 


\mbassador Preurtroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Let me say that Lam deeply and sincerely pleased at the opport Init) 
to testify before your committee. I believe that the Communis 
attempt to seize Guatemala, and particularly their reversal last June, 


one of the most dramatic episodes that has taken place in a long 
and tremendously costly ideological struggle that has engulfed u 
ince the end of World War rs As several witnesses commented, 
Mr. Chairman, we have seen one free people after another disappeal 
behind the Iron Curtain. Last June in Guatemala, for the first time 
one of them returned. The revolution led by Col. Carlos Castillo 
Armas demonstrates what a few courageous, determined, and ded 

cated persons can accomplish even in the face of the organized might 
ind ruthlessness of a police state, 


Before beginning my testimony, Mr. Chairman, I would ike to 
ent th s opportunity to explode a popular and flattering myth regard 
ing the part that I personally played in the revolution led by Colonel 


Castillo My role in Guatemala prior to the revolution was strictly 
that of a diplomatic observer; to inform my Government regarding 
events there, and, when requested to do so, to advise the respon sible 
officials in the Department of State on policy matters concerning 
auste mala. The first and only active role that I played | in the events 
last June was to lend my wood offices to assist in negotiating the truce 
between the forces of ¢ ‘olone | Castillo and the milit: ary junts ithat was 


established in Guatemala after President Arbenz resigned And eve) 
this role, Mr. Chairman, was undertaken only at the request of the 
junta. The revolution that overthrew the Arbenz government was 
engineered and instigated by those people in Guate mala who rt belled 
against the policies and ruthless oppression of the Communist-con- 


trolled Government. 

It is my understanding, Mr. Chairman, that the purpose of your 
earings are to determine 

1. Whether or not the government of President Arbenz was con 
trolled and dominated by Communists. 
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2, Whether or not the Communists who domi ed Guatemala were 
in turn directed from the Kremlin. 

3. Whether or not the Communists from Guatemala actively inte 
vened in the internal affairs of neighboring Lati American republics. 
!. Whether or not this Communist conspiracy which centered 
Gruatemala represented a menace to the security of the United States 

My answer to all four of those questions, Mr. Chairman, is an 
unequivocal “Ves.” 

The Arbenz government, bevond any q iesStion., Was controlled l 
dominated by Communists. Those ¢ ommunists were directed f1 
Moscow. The Guatemalan Government and the Communist lead 
of that country did continuously and actively intervene in the inter 
affairs of neighboring countries, in an etlort to create disordei 


overthrow established governments 


And the Communist conspiracy in Guatemala did represent 
real and very serious menace to the security of the United States 
And with yout permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to adda rt 


point ; that menace still continues in Latin America. 
The Red conspiracy n Latin America is not peel ( pie 


crushed. The loss of Guatemala represents a serious setback to 
Kremlin, not a final defeat. As President Castillo pomted out, 1 
statement before your committee, the democratic forces hay e] 


won the first battle ina long war. 
Of course it is true, Mr. Chairman, that the seriousness of t! 
threat to our security has been greatly diminished since Colonel Ca 


tillo’s suecessful revolution. Nevertheless, as long as this conspira 
is active—and I fear that will be for many vears to come—the m 
will continue to be a very real one in this hemisphere. 

That is the reason why I think your committee is rendering a vet 
substantial service to the American people in holding these hearmeg 
Your committee is alerting the public of the danger to us 1 ‘sent 
by Moscow’s program of aggression in Latin America. As vou kne 


Mr. Chairman, it is exceedingly difficult for our Government to forn 
late effective policies to combat a situation as serious as this one, { 
out the support of a well-informed public. 

I believe that these hearings will not only be invaluable to Congress 
in evaluating legislative proposals concerning Latin America, b 
that they will also greatly assist the executive branch, by mobiliz 
informed public opinion. 

Now with your permission, I should like to elaborate briefly on the 
four points summarized above 

I believe that an incident which occurred shortly before I became 
Ambassador to Guatemala, illustrates conclusively the fact that the 
(Government was under the complete domination of the Communists 
One of the principal programs of the Communist Party in Guatemala 
was the agrarian reform, which they used as a weapon to gain political 
control over the farmworkers and the landless peasants. t under 
stand that an officer of the Department of State may testify before 
your committee at a later date, and will be prepared to give you a mor¢ 
detailed discussion of the agrarian reform law. For the purpose of 
my testimony, it is sufficient to state that under the agrarian reforn 
law, President Arbenz was the final arbiter of any and all disputes 
concerning the expropriation of land and its redistribution among the 
peasants. Owners of expropriated land were denied the right of ap 
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1) ul to the courts. Nevertheles . one truaten ilay landowner did 
ippeal. And on February 6. 1953. the Supreme Court of Guatemala 
rocked the Government and particularly the Communist Party by an 
noul ivweas a re sult of a 4-1 vote, that it would hear the landowne r’s 
appeal. The decision was immediately and angrily denounced by the 


(Communists, who charged that it was in violation of that section of 
the law denying the right of such appeal. Carlos Manuel Pellecer 
\ ctor Manuel Gcutierrez. Jose \I inuel ort inv, and other Commu 
nist leaders demanded that the court be impeached. The next day 
. resolution was submitted to the Congress by a Communist deputy, 
was Immediately passed and the entire court was impeached. New 
idge were quickly appointed, including the one who had voted 
against granting the heat noe the de ‘1s10n wis hastily reconsiclered by 
the new court and the owner was denied the right ot appeal. 

Mr. Chairman, I submit to this committee that when the Communist 
Party ean demand and get the dismissal of a supreme court of a 
country, then the Communist Party, for all practical purposes, con- 
trols the government of that country. 

This, however, is only one illustration of the degree of control that 
the Communists exercised over the Government of Guatemala during 
the regimes of Juan Jose Arevalo and Jacobo Arbenz. 

The facts of Communist penetration of the Guatemala Government 
and of the political, economic, and social life of the nation are well 
known to your committee. It is hardly necessary for me to recall the 
salient features—that of the 56 members of the Gutemalan Congress, 
51 were members of the “national front” supporting Arbenz and 
dominated by its Communist members; that principal Government 
agencies in agriculture, social security, propaganda, and public infor- 
mation, education, and labor were in the direct hands of the Com- 
munist Party; that the labor organization of the country was entirely 
dominated by Communist-controlled unions, affiliated with the Com- 
munist Western Hemisphere labor arm, the CTAL, and with the 
worldwide Soviet labor instrument, the WFTU. In addition, the 
press, radio, and public forum were increasingly warped into tools of 
Communist propaganda and relentlessly being closed to anti- 
communistie patriotic Guatemalans. The Guatemalan delegates to 
international organizations such as the United Nations, the Organiza- 
tion of American States, and the numerous regional and functional 
agencies of international cooperation which have been set up to aid 
the worldwide cause of peace were mere spokesmen for Soviet aggres 
sion and deception. 

Chis Communist penetration in Guatemala was the most striking 
example of the Kremlin’s strategy in Latin America. Busy with 
power expansion into Europe and Asia, the Red rulers of Russia have 
long pushed their conspiracy in Latin America as a diversionary tactic 
which, while showing no immediate gain of territory under their 
domination, would at least weaken and harass our defenses. By 
creating a beachhead within our own zone of vital security, from 
which sabotage and subversion could be achieved against us and our 

‘ighbors, the Kremlin aimed at promoting anarchy within the 
Western Hemisphere: they aimed at demoralizing this hemisphere by 
breaking its unitv against Communist aggression and throwing the 
nter-American system into a state of confusion and dispute. They 
sought » divert Latin American attention from their depradations 
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and crimes in Europe and Asia by pushing forward Spanish-speaking 
tront men who, in native accents, accused the | ted States of the 
aggressions and crimes which the Soviet itself was actually per 
forming. 

The Communists in Guatemala were working for these Soviet aims 
under consistent and disciplined Soviet control. This control was 
exercised directly through the Communist Party itself: 7 of the 11 
members of the party’s political committee are known to have visited 
the Soviet Union, 6 of them having made trips in the past 2 years. 
Jose Manuel Fortuny, the party’s secretary general, took his most 
recent trip to Moscow from November 5, 1953, to January 12, 1954. 
The party’s leaders in labor unions, agrarian unions, and teache1 


unions all visited the Soviet Union in recent times, at least within the 
past 2 years, as did also leaders of Communist-front organizations such 


as the youth organization, the women’s organization, and t] 
sity students’ front. 

The effectiveness of the training and instruction given to the Guat 
malan Communists while in the Soviet Union was immediatelv mat 
test in the close integration of the Communist institutions n Gu ite 
mala with Soviet policy. No case of Soviet direction was more clear 
than what occurred after the return of Fortuny last January. <A 
press and propaganda campaign, stirring alarm over resistance of 
anti-Communists to the Arbenz regime, was immediately cranked up 
in the endeavor to prepare public opinion for the blow to fall. Then, 
at the end of January 1954, the dramatic announcement was made of 
the uncovering of a subversive “plot,” with the sinister note of foreign 
intervention, linking the United States by innuendo as “the country 
of the North” from which direction and aid was allegedly being 
furnished the “plotters.” This set the stage for wholesale arrests of 
anti Communist eitizens and for subsequent Imprisonment, torture, 
and even murder. Many who were later releases “ beaten and broke 
were pushed across the frontiers into Mexico and Honduras by the 
vicious truncheon-wielding police. These victims of Communist sup 

lers it 


pression comprised outstanding lear S 1 the free-labor movement, 
the independent press, raqdio commentators, and t! decent citizenry 
who d | not bow down to 1 Commu | Lal l ile i ry A rbe Z Your 
committee 1s well aware that these tactics of brutal s ppre ( ind 
terrorization of the OPposIt1o} is characterist i t! e last blow of 
communism in a country outside of the Soviet | n before complete 
seizure of power. 

The contacts between the Guatemalan Comm Party and the 
international Communist movement were easily maintained through 
travel other than to Moscow. (Guatemalan Communist labor leaders. 


for instance, affiliated with and working for the Soviet international 
labor organization, traveled to the WEFTU headquarters in the Soviet 
sector of Vienna in Eastern Europe, and made lengthy visits to tl 


Communist centers in Bud ipest and Bucharest, under the guise of 
attendance at annual conventions of international Communist labor 
organizations. Leaders of the vouth organization, the Alliance of 
Democratic Youth of Guatemala, affiliated with the World Federation 
of Democratic Youth with headquarters in Bucharest, Rumania, sent 
its leaders behind the Iron Curtain each vear to attend and receive 
instructions at these Soviet congresses. The women’s organization. 


the Guatemalan Women’s Alliance, affiliated with the International 
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Federation of Democratic Women, had headquarters in the Soviet 
ector of Berlin. The student group, the Democratic University 
Front. affiliated with the international student unions with head- 
juarters in Prague, (Czechoslovakia, sent its delegates to these student 
meetings Tor their dose of Communist indoctrination and organiza 
tion. The phony peace front, the National Peace Committee, affili 
ited with the World Peace Council, also with headquarters in Com- 
mubIst 4 zechoslovakia, made ample use of the various Soviet spon 
Oredl soO-t illed peace conferences held Ln Kurope and Asia, as a means 
of orientation. instruction, and indoctrination of Guatemalan Com 
itil ts traveling as delegates to these affairs. 

I have tor the committee's attention a chart Inadicating travel back 
ind forth to the Soviet Union by principal Guatemalan Communists 
ent vears, which | will submit, Mr. Chairman. 

\I Hlinuines. We will mark that “Exhibit 88.” which I believe 

t ext umber, and offer it for the record at this time. 

Would you show it to the committee, please ¢ 

\imbassador Prurtroy. Yes, sir. 

\Lr. HiinGs. You may proceed. 

\mbassador Preurtroy. No one knowing the complexity of operat 
ng a large political movement on an international scale can observe 
the cohesion which the Communist organizations in Guatemala dis- 
plaved with their international Communist headquarters without 
realizing that such would be impossible without the most. efficient 
and rapid system of communications, instructions, and directives. 
Frequent travels to Moscow, useful and necessary though they are for 
Training and indoctrination, are hardly sullicient to assure simultane 
ous action of all cogs in a worldwide machine. This system requires 
conumuiications and these we know were regularly transmitted by 
courier, radio, and cable. 

Lhe presence ot the Soviet Embassy 1h) nelghboring Mexico kept 
Gpe i. channel of communications, enjoying the privilege of cliplo 
matic Immunity and confidential codes; and it was no accident that 
the two principal Guatemalan representatives in Mexico were both 
dentifiable Communists, Aml assador Alvarado Fuentes and Consul 
(yeneral Pinto Usaga. 

The Soviet itself did not plant its own diplomat ic mission in Guate 
lala, as this would have been Loo obvious a link between the (vuate- 
malan Communists, traitors to their country, and the great Soviet 
fatherland whose agents they had become. Just as the Guatemala 
Communist Party did not disclose itself under its true name until 
1951, preferring the security of a veiled operation within other parties, 
so the Soviet itself did not show its hand openly, but operated through 
satellite missions, commercial travelers, and its own traveling offi 
cials, such as the commercial attaché of the Embassy in Mexico City. 

Che threat of Soviet communism, which is dedicated to expansion, 
conquest. and ultimate world revolution, was therefore not directed 
against Guatemala alone but to its peaceful and vulnerable neighbors. 
The (cuatemalan people were the first nation in the hemisphere to 
sutfer Communist control, but others were marked for conquest. The 
Guatemalan Government, as a tool of Soviet policy, aimed at dis- 
ruption of the peace of the area by cy nically maintaining a sustained 
impaign to undermine their governments. 
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Your committee has already heard testimo1 y to the effect. that e 
principal Communists of Central America had received refuge, aid, 
and comfort in Guatemala. Many of them had even been rewarded 


with Government jobs. These foreign agents of communism were 


thus able to use Guatemala as a base for their operations against the 
home CO tries. They were assisted i? thei ibversive activities by 
scores of Guatemalan Communists and many Spa h Cor I 
who were given visas to Guatemala during the « rly veal f Pi 
dent Arevalo’s regime. The increasing flow of propaganda mate 
rial and trained agitators from Guatemala into the neighboring 
tries of El Salvador. Honduras, and Nicaragua became so overt 
each of these governments at \ rious times found it necessary to close 


their borders to Guatemalan travelers and to invoke rigid restrictiol 


on all travel. This committee will be interested in these samp of 
(‘ommunist propaganda, pl nted in Guatemala and freely circulated 
in Central America I am glad to submit these copies. 

Mr. Chairman, these are copies of Soviet intor ition, propaga 
We even have some of the envelopes, showing that they were mailed 
from the official (vovernment ministries. This happens to be the 
Ministrv of Edueation in Guatemala to their neighbors in these 


ous countries, schools and educators, and o forth. 

Mr. Hint INGS, These documents, Mr. Ambass dor, were taken w 
the anti-Communist forces returned to Guatemala ? 

\mbassador Peurtroy. That. is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Himurnes. And apparently some of them had actu lly come 
direct from Moscow itself? 

Ambassador Prevuriroy. That is correct. And, of course, some of 
these documents were turned over to us by friendly people in neigh 
bor le countrik S who had received these documents. 

So we have them from both sources, and there is juestion of the 
authenticity of these. 

Mr. Hinirves. We will mark those “Exhibit 89,” and, without ob 
ject hl. they will be adm tted for the record. I think it would be 
well for me mbers of the committee and othe) nterested parties to 
look at them a little later on in the course of vour testimony today 


Mr. Ambassador. 


Lhe documents referred to were received evidence. ) 
Ambassador Preurtroy. One of the most blatant examples of e] 
ventiol by Guatemalan Communists in the affairs of neighboring 


republics was the strike which paralyzed Honduras for 8 weeks last 


spring. 


The success of their efforts came to startled Pp iblic attentic on 
May 1. 1954, when a general strike broke out in the orthern area ot 
the country and continued for a period of 8 weeks. There had been 


t 


no previous labor disturbances in Honduras, no negotiations for con 
tracts pending, and no rejections of workers’ petitions. The duration 
of the strike would have been impossible without substantial help 
from abroad. There is ample evidence that the strike was planned, 
instigated, and directed from Guatemala. and was undoubtedly in- 
tended to unseat the Honduran Government. Help to the strikers was 
channeled through Guatemala and consisted not only of guidance and 
instructions but surely of the material aid publicly promised by the 
Communist-dominated Guatemalan National Federation of Labor. for 
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a minimum calculation of the cost of the strike, involving as many as 
14,000 workers over a period up to 8 weeks, would indicate it to be 
not less than three-quarters of a million dollars, probably more. 

No such sums of money were ever collected among the strike rs il 
Honduras and could only have come from a foreign power, The 
Honduran Gove Enea nt, which had seized a Guatemalan military plane 
which flew into the northern area of the country without authorization 
a month before the strike, found reason to expel three Guatemalan 
honorary consuls who had been appointed to small towns in the strike 
zone only a few months before. The damage to the economy of 
Honduras was very considerable and was clearly a part of the Com 
munist plan to disrupt Central America. 

The jars and jolts to Guatemala’s neighbors in Central Americ 
through strikes, political agitation, and subversion were evidences of 
the growing Communist threat, but it was during the critical period 
of the spring of 1954 that the Soviet made its stab to solidify its 
strength in Guatemala. This was the shipment of arms on the steam 
ship A/fhem, which came into Puerto Barrios on May 15, 1954. The 
cargo manifest was fraudulent, listing as glassware and laboratory 
equipment some 2,000 tons of modern arms for the Arbenz government, 
packed in more than 15,000 cases. The cargo, which was of Czech 
origin, had left the Communist port of Stettin, Poland, about 3 weeks 
before and pursued a zigzag course across the Atlantic, giving false 
destinations three times en route. The Guatemalan armed forces were 
not without arms and their numbers were already at least equal and 
probably superior to the total armed forces of the three immediate 
neighbors, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The Soviet pri- 
marily intended to drive a wedge into the middle of this continent. 

oe four Central American Governments, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, all communicated to the Department of 
State their request for joint measures against the introduction of 
further armed force into the area. Our Government was moving 
rapidly to present this threat to all members of the Organization of 
American States, for action by the inter-American system, when the 
movement by Col. Castillo Armas, in late June 1954, overthrew the 
Communist vovernment which had acquired the arms. 

How thoroughly the Arbenz govern nt was fo llowing the dictate 


of the Soviet Union was clearly shown during this crisis in the incident 
of the nonaggression pacts. At a moment ah the alarm of Guat 


mala’s ne ohbors was highest over the Alfhem shipment, the Guate 
malan Foreign Minister ostentatiously sent cables to the Governments 
f Hor duras and El Salvador, protesting friendship and offering to 
sion treaties of non: iweression with them. The ve ry term used, “nor 
ageression pact,” was a giveaway of the inspiration whence this 
maneuver came. Itis a Soviet term, unfamiliar to Central America 
diplomacy, and almost unheard of in the relations of our hemisphere, 
which has a long and honored history of peaceful settlement of di 
putes by the machinery set up in our inter-American system. The 
nonaggression-pact idea has repeatedly been used as a tactic of de ep- 
tion. Indeed, 1f we could write an accurate di tionary definition of 
the term “nonaggression pact” it would be: 
(a) Agreement between Stalin and Hitler on August 23, 1939, just before 
itbreak of World War II which paved way for Nazi attack and was later used 
to conceal preparation for war between Russia and Germany: (b) Any simi 
agreement, apparently for peaceful purposes but concealing intent to make war 
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Guatemala’s smaller neighbors were not deceived, and rejected the 
nvitation, reminding the Guatemalan Government that no need for 
such a pact exists between peace-loving neighbors. Indeed, Honduras 


invited Guatemala to show its peaceful purposes by ceasing to support 
the strike in northern Ilonduras. 


The Guatemalan Communists also planned high-level infiltration 
of all Central America, but in this adventure the plans were too 
ambitious and failed. 

We in the United States are always so co ous of our own mistakes. 

\ : . ] a or ] + | . ‘ 
Mr. ( hairman, and I might add part] Wal \ lose mistakes in the 
fields of foreign affairs, that it is rather comforting to note that the 


other side sometimes makes their mistakes, too. One such incident 
involved the Organization of Central American States, whic 
erally referred to as ODECA., Su h adn orgal ation had been dis 


cussed for generations among the Central American Republics. In 
1951 the Communist-oriented Government of Guatemala, anxious to 
extend its influence in Central America, seized the initiative and sent 
proposals to the Governments of El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragu 
and Costa Riea that a conference be held to lay plar o form sucl ! 
organization. The conference was held at San Salvador, and 
charter of the organization was adopted. An rim comn ev 
set up. A subsequent meeting to draft final ] ! was scheduled 
(Fuatemala in the latter part of 1952. 

Hlowever, suspicion developed that the Communists of Guatemala 
planned to use the new organization as a lditional vehicle for 
‘ xtending their influence into the affairs of neighboring Central 
American Republics. Shortly before the meeting in Guatemala City 
was to be held, the Government of I] Sal ado became so incensed 
at the activities of Guatemalan Communists agitating within that 
country, that they closed the borders, rounded up more than 1,500 
Gruatemalan nationals, and expelled them from the country. Then 
the Government of El Salvador notified the other members of ODECA 
that it proposed to submit a resolution at the conference in Guatemala 
City, demanding investigation of communism in Central America and 


the adoption of measures by all five Central American countries to 
counteract this menace. This boomerang of Communist plat Ss was 
exceedingly embarrassing to the Arbenz government, for the organi 
zation Arbenz had initiated in an effort to extend Communist in 
fluence was threatening to go into reverse and become a vehicle to 
combat communism. The Arbenz vovernment twice postpo! ed the 
proposed conference in Guatemala City, and exerted the strongest dip 
lomatic pressure on KI] Salvador not to submit its propose ad rese lution. 
When these efforts failed and El Salvador stood firm in its intent, 
Guatemala finally withdrew from ODECA, on April 1, 1953, brazenly 
charging its neighbors with “agression.” This is another typical 
Soviet tactic, to accuse the peaceful victims of Soviet schemes of the 
very crime which the Communist aggressors are about to commit 
against them. 

To attract as much attention as possible, the Guatemalan Foreign 
Minister sent a message to the Security Council of the United Na 
tions repeating the same charges. He did not, however, ask for at 
action, which was in itself confession that the charges lacked proof 
and that the forum of the United Nations was used only for propa- 
ganda purposes. Since it was obvious that only one country, Guate- 
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mala, was the source of the Communist problem in the area, the 
Arbenz regime could not tolerate that its activities against its neigh 
bors be placed under the spotlight of an intern: itional meeting. And 
it had one other equi ally serious motivation, that the Organization of 
Central American States, a new and valiant effort by these small 
countries themselves to integrate their sauniaien and lift the living 
standards of their poops, should collapse and not become a bulwark 
against Communist aggression or adv: ances 1 that area. 

I need hardly refer to the menace of this Soviet attempt to win 
Central America as sana at our own vital interests and security ; 
this is self-evident, for geography alone supplies the reason. Cen 
tral America lies almost at our southern borde rs, no more than 
hours’ flying time by modern warplanes from the gulf ports, and even 
nearer to our greatest strategic installation anywhere in the world, 
the Panama Canal. If any part of this area should fall under Soviet 


power, it would shake { foundations of our defenses. The Soviets 


know that. They were willing to pay a very high price m funds, 


manpower, organization, propaganda, and subversive skills to gain 
a base in Guatemala; and we know that the hardheaded, practical 
men of the Kremlin dedicate their best efforts or objectives w! 

strike closest to the United States. For if we should weaken and 
suce ‘umb, the road would lhe open to their domination of t] vhole 


world. 

Thus the struggle of the Guatemalan peop le to throw off t] ( i 
munist control was as much a struggle for the safety of (mn 
neighbors and ourse Be ,as it was to revain their own liberties. 

In satggeag Mr. airman, let me state that the menace of con 
munism in Guatem: tiny Was courageously fought by the Guatemala 
people Pala always against the superior odds which a police 
state has over the decent. patriotic citizen. Communist power Was 
broken by the Guatemalans alone, and their deeds of heroic sacrifice 
deserve and will always receive the admiration and applause of our 
own people. They fought the battle which is the common battle of 
all free nations against Communist oppression, and they won the 
victory themselves. 

President Eisenhower and Secretary Dulles have both publicly 
pledged our support to the new government of Col. Castillo Armas, 
and our aid to the Guatemalan people. It is my earnest hope and 
confidence that all feasible means to extend this aid will be promptly 
developed, so that Guatemala may resume its place as a prosperous 
and progressive member in the family of free nations. 

Mr. Hiniines. Thank you very much, Mr. Ambassador. It was 
an extremely illumin: ating statement. 

[ think your statement gives us a clear-cut idea of the extent to 
which the Communists have burrowed in, in Central America. 

To me, what happened in Guatemala proves that a country can 
come brack from communisn. Probably the successful comeback 
(;uatemala is one of the greatest victories the free world has had in 
along, longtime. Do you agree with that ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitiines. Of course we have a number of questions we would 
like to ask, and we will ask them very informally. My colleague, 
Congressman Feighan, has a number of questions too. 
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I might start out by referring back to the last page of your state 
ment, to the point where you said, “The struggle of the Guatemalai 
people to throw off the Communist control was as much a struggle 
for the safety of Guatemala’s neighbors, and ourselves, as it was to 
regain their own liberties.” There is no question about it in my mind, 
and I am sure in the minds of the members of this committee. I 
doubt if a great number of Americans fully comprehend the signi 
cance of that statement. Would you tell us, as briefly as you can, what 
the danger is at the present time for some of Guatemala’s neighbors ? 
In your statement you talked about the extent to which the Commu 
nist regime in Guatemala had . terfered in the aoe a Honduras 
and some of the other countries, but do you think that the overthrow 
of the Communists in Guatemala means that the threa + tote Weste 
Hemisphere has abated for the time being ? 

Ambassador PEt riFoy. | do not, sir. I believe that the Commu 


nists are still active. I think not only we, but our neighbors, should 
be ever vigilant that they have not given up the fight, and I do not 
pallies ioe coms oien bos ba ele any means. I eve 


think there are still quite a few Communists left in Guatemala, Mi 
Chairman. 

Mr. Hiturnes. In other words, it is still possible that the Commu 
nists in Guatemala may be organizing in the underground against the 
hew government ¢ 


Ambassador Peurtroy. It is quite possible, sir. I think there is no 
doubt but what Col. Castillo Armas is fully in control of the situation 
today, but I don’t ee characters have given up the fi oht against 
our way of life and against Christianity. I think they are still carry 


ing on the war, underground. 

Mr. Hinurnes. What about all these former Communist vovernment 
leaders in Guatemala, not only government leaders but leaders of labor 
unions and other organizations in the political and economic life of 
Guatemala, who sought political asylum when the forces of President 
Castillo took over? ‘They are now scattered to various parts of Lati 
America, isn’t that correct ¢ 

Ambassador Preurtroy. That is right, sir. They were granted the 
right of asylum. As you know, Latin America recognizes that; we 
do not. And for the first time, of course, the question of interna- 
tional communism entered into it. Before it has been because of revo 
lutions and political leaders and so forth, but now they had to face 
up to the problem of international communism. 

Most of them now are out of Guatemala City, I believe, but they 
have gone to various countries nearby, and some countries far away, 
but still in this hemisphere. And they do represent a danger, in my 
opinion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitiines. Now Mexico, the other day, announced it was con 
sidering the arrest of a number of them, and I believe some of them 
were arrested, is that correct? 

Ambassador Preurtroy. I believe that is right, sir. I do know this, 
that the Guatemalan Government had requested extradition for some 
of the people who went into asylum and were then sent for safe conduct 
to Mexico. 

Mr. Hitirnes. It would certainly be true that the various countries 
granting asylum to these Communists from Guatemala, have in thei 
midst today some highly trained and efficiently organized Red leaders, 
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ome of whom were actually trained in Moscow itself, and their con 
tinued activities could pose a oreatl threat to those countries as well as 
the entire Western Hemisphere : 

\mbassador PEURIFOY, | nquestionably, because, Mr. Chairman, 
don’t overlook this: That the man who got asylum and the people 
who are now in these countries, were all the leaders, and it is a strange 


thing about what happened down there, that the leaders of communism 
all in mediately fled the embassies, and left the small fry to take the 
heat. In other words, they ran, like a bunch of rats. And I think that 
they represent a great danger, sir, and I hope that those governments 
are alert to the situation. 

Mr. Hitiines. About how many Communist leaders in Guatemala 
sought political asylum when the anti-Communist forces moved in? 

\mbassador Prurtroy. There were close to between 700 and 800 
people who did seek asylum. They were not Communists, all those, 
Mr. Chairman, because some of those were the wives and children, for 
instance. I just don’t have those figures at hand. 

Mr. HinuinGs. Roughly 700 took asylum, counting the families ? 

\mbassador Peurtroy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hinuines. Ad d most all of those now have been moved out of 
Guatemala City to various countries / 

Ambassador Peuriroy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitznincs. Let me ask you a little bit about this man who was 
the President of Guatemala under the Communist regime, Mr. Arbenz 
i understand he is now in Mexico City. 

\mbassador Peuriroy. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Hiirnes. Mr. Arbenz on a number of occasions denied that he 
wasa Communist. Do you think he was? 

Ambassador Peurrroy. Well, Mr. Chairman, I spent 6 hours with 
him 1 evening, and he talked like a Communist, he thought like a 
Communist, he acted like a Communist, and if he is not one, Mr. Chair- 
man, he will do until one comes along. 

It is also interesting that after he left his private residence, or the 
palace, the new government of course found much literature on Marx- 
sm, a book dedicated to him personally, in the handwriting of a fellow 
by the name of Joe Stalin. So, as far as I am concerned, he had all 
the earmarks. 

Mr. Himiines. Wasn't that typical of many of the Government 
leaders in Guatemala ? They followed the Communist line consist- 
ently, but often would deny that they were actually members of the 
Communist Party. 

Ambassador Peurtroy. That is true, but it was also true that many 
of them admitted that they were, too. But many of the top people 
followed the line exactly as you described it there. They were Com- 
munists but they denied it publicly. 

Mr. Hitiines. Even though some of these individuals denied being 
actual Communists, they nevertheless could very well be, because Com- 
munists often under present-day conditions don’t carry party cards 
and often don’t take full-fledged membership in the party in order 
to conduct the various activities of the party. 

Ambassador Pevriroy. That is absolutely true and, of course, that 
applies there and it applies here, too, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitires. It applies in the United States as well ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes. 
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Mr. Hiuines. Was Mrs. Arbenz a Communist, in your opinion é 


Could vou tell us something about her, and if you feel that you can 


describe a little bit of this 6-hour meeting, I k it would be interest 
ing to the committee. 

Ambassador Peurtroy. I will just touch on the highlights of that 
meeting, Mar. Chairman 

It was a meeting attended by my wife and President and Mrs 
Arbenz. that is. the four of us. It started at 8 o’clock in the evening, 
and we left there at 2 o'clock that night. 

I mentioned certain names in the Government, talking to him about 


] 
t 


the people he had in his government, and she would deny il e\ 
were Communists. The P1 lent on 2 or 3 occasions admitted a 
couple of those peopl \ (oa mMuUuNnIsts,. 


Mr. HiInurnGs. He contradicted his wife? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Yes, sir. That happened 2 or 5 times. She 
had all the « lichés. Obvio sly she had re ul a great deal about com- 
munism, and she had a tea her who was teaching her Marxism. She 
told me that of course these people who went to Moscow and Czecho 
slovakia and Vienna went to study Marxism from an economic stand 
voint of view, but not froma politi al point of view. 

Well, I had a little experience in dealing with the Communists but 
that. is the first time I ever heard that theory advanced before. I, of 
course, told her that I thought that was rid ulous to believe that. 

Mr. Hitiinas. In other words, that— 

Ambassador Prurtroy. That the man could separate and would 
only study Marxism from an economic theory and not have the politi 
cal flavor added. 

Mr. Hitiines. I don’t mean to interrupt your trend of thought. 1 
would like to go on with that subject, but I have found in visits I have 
made to Latin America, as chairman of this subcommittee, that the 
same attempt at the distinction between the political and economic 
aspects of communism is used extensively throughout that area. For 
example, in Chile a few weeks ago I talked to the President of the 
Chilean Chamber of Deputies. You recall when the revolution took 
place in Guatemala, about 60 members of the Chilean Congress alleged 
United States interference in Guatemala. He told me he had just 
come back from Moscow and he told of the “wonders” that had been 
accomplished in Russia under communism economically. He avoided, 
whenever I tried to question him about it, a discussion of the political 
aspects of communism. So I am interested in your statement about 
Mrs. Arbenz, because I am wondering if that isn’t the typical line 
which is being followed today in many places of Latin America, as 
well as elsewhere, on the part of pro-Communists. 

Ambassador Prurtiroy. I think that is true. And it is this theory 
that some people have, that you can have local seed ts of the Com- 
munist Party, a theory that I do not subscribe to and which I think 
anyone who does is just living in the dark futile ages, that communism 
is directed by the Kremlin all over the world, and anyone who thinks 
differently doesn’t know what he is talking about. And I think this 
line about bringing in the economic, and saying that is separate from 
the political side, is not accurate. 

Mr. Hiiuinas. Now, Mrs. Arbenz was educated in the United States; 
wasn’t she? 
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Ambassador Preurtroy. That is right, si 

Mr. Hires. She was educated in my State of California, as a 
matter of fact. 

Ambassador Prevriroy. I didn’t want to mention that, but that is 
right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. HixrNos. I think it was an academy in Oakland, Calif. What 
was the name? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Up near the northern part, yes. It is a very 
famous name, as a matter of fact, but it is not the famous university, 
of course. Notre Dame was the name of the academy. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Notre Dame Academy near San Francisco in Cal- 
ifornia, 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Yes. 

Mr. Hitzines. What was her general attitude toward the United 
States, in the course of this discussion, especially in view of the fact 
that she had been educated here ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Of course, the first part was sort of fencing. 
It was in the evening, and of course as things moved on she told how 
the United States was strangling Guatemala; the fact that the monop- 
olies we had down there. She of course neglected to point out that 
they employed, oh, some 15,000 workers in the country. She neglected 
to point out that American housewives were supporting them by pay- 
ing the highest prices for coffee in the world. She neglected to point 
out that the fruit company has the best living quarters, standards of 
wages, of any company in Guatemala, of all “foreign countries. But 
it is also interesting that when she wanted her clothes and things, most 
of them were bought i in New York and Paris. 

Mr. Hixras. She didn’t go to Russia to buy them. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. So they don’t turn up their nose at all the 
things which the Western World produces. 

Mr. Hitirnes. How did Arbenz operate, insofar as getting Com- 
munist direction? Do you have any information you can give us as to 
what his operation was in that regard? Were there Communists 
around him or how did it work? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Oh, yes, he had Communists around him. 
Fortuny and Gutierrez and Pe llecer were the three leaders. 

Mr. Hires. Let’s identify them. Mr. Fortuny was secretary 
general of the C ommunist Party ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. That is right, Mr. Chairman. Gutierrez 
was a Communist deputy. Pellecer was a Communist deputy, and 
also an excellent labor organizer, because he used very tough methods. 

Mr. Hirrnes. I think all three of those fellows had been in Moscow 
and received training. 

Ambassador PeuriFoy. That is correct, sir. And then, of course, 
as I mentioned earlier, there were means of communication, througin 
their diplomatic pouches and confidential codes, which they freely 
used. And I have no doubt but what they received instructions from 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City. For instance, this little thing 
occurs to me, that about last January a commercial attaché of the Soviet 
Embassy came to Guatemala and saw the President alone for 3 hours. 
It is a little unusual for a commercial attaché in any embassy of the 


world to be able to go in and spend 3 hours with the chief of state of 


any nation. 
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I was told he was there to sell tractors. I don’t think there are any 
tractors in Guatemala of Russian make. 

Mr. Hitiines. Now Arbenz’ predecessor was a man named Arevalo. 
We had testimony before this committee, to which you referred in 
your statement, which indicates that Arevalo brought Communists 
from all over Latin America, some of them from Europe, to Guate- 
mala, to train the people there at the time he was President. Do you 
believe that Arevalo was a Communist ¢ 

Ambassador Preurtroy. Well, I know this, sir: That Arbenz, you 
see, was his choice to succeed him as President. Arbenz appointed 
him a roving ambassador and wherever he went in the hemisphere— 
and this was public knowledge to those men who are familiar with 
the situation—he always contacted and dealt with the people of the 
extreme left and also we a Communists 

So, again, I would say I have never seen his ecard, but I would say 
he is certainly following aleal ir line and doing precisely what they want 
him to do. 

Mr. Hiniines. Now, since you had this opportunity to serve as 
Ambassador to Greece at the time when that country was threatened 
with overthrow by the Communists, and your experience in Guate 
mala, do you see any parallel between Communist activities in what 
happened there, in Guatemala, and the situation in Greece ? 

Ambassador Pruriroy. Yes, sir. I would say wherever they oper- 
ate—at least in the places I have been—they operate basically the 
same. Don’t forget, however, that the Communist Party adopts its— 
I mean they are flexible enough to fit a given situation in a given 
country and they will work differently, but basically the pattern is the 
same, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hititines. Did you see any particular differences and tech- 
niques applied because of local conditions in Guatemala that were 
different, say, from those of Greece ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Well, of course, in Guatemala—yes, sir; 
there was quite a difference. In Greece you had a government which 
was thoroughly anti-Communist, and in Guatemala you had a govern- 
ment which was thoroughly ee and you were working 

against the Government, or rather the Government was against you— 
put it that way. In (¢ reece they did not have the support of the 
Government. Therefore, they had to operate differently. In Guate- 
mala they operated fairly openly, whereas in the Greek situation it 
was more underground. 

Mr. Hittines. But you can see the same general pattern—the same 
general centralized direction in Communist movements in Guatemala 
as you saw in Greece; is that correct ¢ 

Ambassador Prurtroy. That is correct. Well, there were many 

ways their agents operated, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitiines. You mentioned this man, Fortuny, the secretary 
general of the Communist Party in Guatemala. He traveled many 
times to Moscow, and I believe my colleague, Mr. Feighan, wanted 
to talk to. you about this chart and ask a question about that point. 
I heard at the time he went to Moscow on his latest tr ip he was actu- 
ally elevated to membership in the Cominform. Do you know 
whether that is a fact? 

Ambassador Pruriroy. I have heard that story, and I can’t testify 
that that is actual fact, but I have no reason to believe that is not true. 
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Quite the contrary, we suspect he was probably the closest man in 
Guatemala to the Cominfo1 in, and if my memory serves me correctly, 
| helieve | e Was the only one annouln ed he was going to Cze hoslovakia 
when he left. , 

Mr. Hittines. So he was obviously one of the prize pumpkins of 
the par k 

Ambassador Prurtroy. That is right. And I also heard Pellecer 
was going to ( zecho lovaki he hose are the only LWo | heard publie 
announcements on. [ ; 

Mr. Hituines. You were in Guatemala when Marshal Stalin died in 
Russia: is that correct 2 

Ambassador Preurtroy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitirnes. What was the nature of the tribute paid to Stalin - 

Ambassador Prurtroy. I wasn’t there, Mr. Chairman. I came just 
after that. 

Mr. Hittines. You were xware or probably had information as to 
what the Guatemalan Government did on the oceasion of Stalin’s 
death: is that correct ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hitures. Can you tell us what happened ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Well, it was the only nation in this hem 
isphere where the Congress passed a resolution expressing deep sorrow 
for his death, and that the Congress suspended its sessions for 2 
minute of silence. 

Mr. Hitiines. It is the only Congress in this hemisphere that paid 
tribute to Stalin on his death ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes. I asked Mrs. Arbenz about this, and 
she said. “We did the same thing when President Roosevelt died.” 

And I said, “That was back in 1945. What will you do if Mr. 
Churchill dies¢?” And she said, well, she wasn’t quite sure whether 
they would pass a resolution or not. I thought that was very inter- 
esting. I mean the change in time, 1945 up to date. She wasn’t sure 
whether they would hold a memorial service for Mr. Churchill. 

Mr. Hines. Mr. Feighan ? 

Mr. Freignan. Mr. Ambassador, I was looking over this list that 
you have presented for the record, marked “Exhibit 88,” in which 
you set forth the names of many of the Guatemalan leaders, or influen- 
tial men who have traveled abroad. 

I notice this Gutierrez was in Mexico in 1948, 1949; in Milan, Paris, 
and Berlin in 1948, 1949, and 1951; in Moscow in 1951 and 1953; in 
various Eastern European captive, so-called satellite nations in 1952 
and 1953, on two occasions. 

Also, he was in Moscow in 1953, as we said before. 

It is quite obvious to anyone that a person who is the head of a labor 
movement, who has any interest in his own labor movement in his 
own country, would certainly not be running over to these various 
countries like this unless he had a very close connection with the 
objectives of the Russian Communist imperials in Moscow. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Absolutely, Mr. Feighan. 

Mr. Frienan. I just mention him as one. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. He was a very young man, and he was prob- 
ably being indoctrinated in those days about how to organize unions 
properly—that is, properly from their point of view; I mean from the 
Communists. 
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Mr. Fetanan. I notice, Mr. Ambassador, you mentioned at the be- 
ginning of your very excellent statement: 


This revolution led by Col. Carlos Castillo Armas demonstrates what a few 
courageous, determined, and dedicated persons can accomplish even in the face 


ot the organized might and ruthlessness of a police state 


I wonder if you would comment with reference to the situation that 
I believe unfortunately obtains in the United States and many of the 
countries which have not had direct dealings with the ruthlessness of 
these Russian Communists. That is, that there is too much of an 
apathy here, that the people do not realize the difference between com 
munism in theory, which was of course a theory until the Russian 
revolution, when Lenin led the Bolsheviks to power, and then, for the 
first time, obtained a responsibility and became communism in prac 
tice, rather than this theory of Ingalls and Marx. I believe that the 
people do not realize it. 

Ambassador Pruriroy. I am sure of that. 

Mr. Feiguan. That the Russian Communists are fanatics, they are 
ruthless, brutal, and inhumane, according to the reports of all the bru- 
talities, consisting of murders, mass murders, genocide and deporta 
tion of entire nations, such as we learned from Lieutenant Colonel 
Burlitski of the NVD who personally was the administrator of the de 
portation of over 500,000 people of the nation of Chechen-Inguish, the 
autonomous republic within the U.S. 8S. R., which is now completely 
wiped off the earth, as far as a singular nation is concerned, 

1 think also that many of these people who believe or have an idea 
that communism is a theory should think twice when they accept this 
false idea that these Red leaders are purely agrarian reformers, where- 
as they are just strictly agents of the Kremlin, who are doing the dirty 
work for Moscow, in its endeavors to put the entire world under its 
domination and slavery. 

I noticed also, Mr. Ambassador, you said, “Whether or not the Com- 
munists who dominated Guatemala were in turn directed from the 
Kremlin,” and you have very clearly and concisely stated that it was 
quite evident that such was the situation in Guatemala. And I might 
say that in some of our hearings we learned that whenever the situa- 
tion was rather precarious from the standpoint of the Russian Com 
munists taking control, they always had someone from Moscow to 
carry the big deal over, if the indigenous or imported Communists 
were not able todo it. L refer particularly to Jensky, that brutal mur- 
derer who came into the Baltic States, as well as Rumania and other 
nations, when they put the final death note on the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the once-free nations. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. The torture, the sadism committed by these 
people, showed that it was an Eastern European, it was a Communist- 
directed operation. The brutalities are there. Members of my staff 
saw them. I mean, there is no question about them. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Can I interrupt right at that point, Mr. Ambas- 
sador and Mr. Feighan. ‘That was a point that was of extreme inter- 
est to this committee. We have in our exhibits now, which are part 
of our record. based on previous hearings, photographs of the bodies 
of many people who were inhumanly tortured, and various parts of 
their bodies were removed. It seemed to be a common practice to 
remove the genitals of many of these individuals who were known to 
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be anti-Communists. And the bodies were marked in such a way, and 
it is obvious to anyone looking at the pictures, that they were badly 
mutilated. 

I am interested in the response to this — of Mr. Feighan’s. 
Were the methods of torture used by the Communists in Guatemala 
typical of those found in some Latin American countries, or was this 
a different 

Ambassador Pruriroy. No: this was a completely different pat- 
tern, Mr. Chairman. And, as I say, there is no question about them, 
because members of my staff saw these bodies. This was an importa- 
tion from another land; never before in Latin America had this type 
of thing happened in any of their many, many revolutions that they 
have had in previous years. 

Mr. Hiiuines. It apparently came about in an effort to destroy 
anti-Communists and terrorize the population ; is that it? 

Ambassador Prurrroy. Unquestionably. 

Mr. Hines. Did most of those tortures take place in the latter 
part of the regime, or were they going on fairly regularly ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. They were going on fairly regularly, but of 
course as the tempo of the revolution stepped up, then some of the 
horror scenes and acts committed were just terrible, and they were 
trying to shoot or multilate any anti-Communist they could get their 
hands on. 

That was the great danger I had there, whether to evacuate Amer- 
ican citizens or not. ‘That was one of the toughest decisions I had to 
make, whether to evacuate or leave them. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Whether to evacuate the American personnel ? 

Ambassador Preurtroy. Yes; and the American private citizens, of 
course. Because if anarchy had broken loose, many Americans might 
have been killed. 

Mr. Hiniines. Didn’t some of the leaders of the Communist gov- 
ernment in the final days issue orders to kill anti-Communists ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Oh, yes. And 2 days before the chief of 
police, a man by the name of Cruz Wer, knew that negotiations were 
going on for the downfall of the Arbenz Government, he went, into 
the jails and personally opened the doors with a submachine gun and 
mowed down 10 or 20 men, and just stood there and laughed. 

Mr. Hines. They were political prisoners ! 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes; political prisoners pure and simple. 
Their only crime was, Mr. Chairman, that they were anti-Communists, 
That was their crime, and they paid with their lives for it. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Cruz Wer is now in Mexico City ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. He is now in Mexico City with his lieu- 
tenant and murderer, a man by the name of Hymie Rosenberg. 

Mr. Hrures. I understand the Mexican Government has had 
requests for extradition of those—— 

Ambassador Preurtroy. The Guatemalan Government has. 

Mr. Hitiines. The Guatemalan Government has requested extradi- 
tion ¢ 

Ambassador Prurtroy. That is right. 

Mr. FrigHan. Mr. Ambassador, you mentioned about the present 
propaganda campaign in which, in January of this year, the Guate- 
malan Government accused people of subversive plots and so forth. 
I was wondering if they used the same technique that they have used 
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in so many others of these countries—the C ommunists, that is—by 
referring to people as being Nazis and Fascists, if they are just 
plain anti-Communists and believers of freedom and libe rty. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes, the tactics were the same, Mr. 
Feighan. 

For instance, in organizing the so-called peace campaigns and so 
forth—and here is a picture of a Communist newspaper which says, 
“More than 273 million signed petitions against the atomic bomb.” 
And it is the same line in their propaganda. They stepped it up 
very, very heavily, as I referred to there, when Fortuny returned to 
Moscow in Janu: ry of this year. 

Mr. FErIGHAN. They have made prolific use of Communist-front 
organizations, under the guise of peace 

Ambassador Peurtroy. That is right. Mrs. Arbenz happened t 
be one of the organizers of the women’s organization in Guatem: a 

And, by the way, I want to make it perfectly clear to this committee 
that these things I am saying, these are facts. I mean it is not some- 
one saying that this is a front organization. There is no question 
about it. The leaders will admit it. So Il mean there is no—— 

Mr. Hiniines, No subterfuge. 

Ambassador Prurrroy. No. 

Mr. FrigHwan. You mentioned, Mr. Ambassador, that after the 
shipment of arms under fraudulent invoices, that Guatemala offered to 
enter into nonaggression pacts with the other Central American states 
and nations. And I think your definitions of nonaggression pacts 
certainly are concise and accurate. ‘To me it ap pears from what we 
have learned through history and eyewitness testimony, on previous 
hearings, with reference to the Russian Communist takeover, that 
the Russian Communists have long used a legal instrument to accom- 
plish an illegal act, just as they did in the so-called mutual assistance 
of nonaggression pacts with the Baltic Nations. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. It is designed to lull people into a sense of 
false security. ‘That is precisely what it is. 

Mr. FrrcHan. They step in and take over. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. That’s right. And any nation that they 
offer a pact to like that, I think that nation better examine its soul 
and its heart and its mind and decide whether it wants to remain free 
or not. 

Mr. Feiguan. I certainly agree with you. I think it is significant, 
too, with reference to these nonaggression pacts, that this is an old 
system and technique of the Russian imperialists, because beginning 
in January of this year, the Russian Communists have set up a series 
of celebrations throughout the U. S. S. R., in commemorating the 
300th anniversary of the Paris Tre aty in 168 " By the Non-Aggres- 
sion Mutual Assistance Pact, the Russians under this used it to take 
over the Ukranian nations. 

Ambassador Peurrroy. Communism, in my opinion, is a religion, 
Mr. Feighan. I don’t think there is any doubt about that. And any- 
one who thinks it is a theory-—— 

Mr. Feienan. It is a religion. It was originated in hell, with the 
assistance of Satan and all the evil forces. 

Ambassador PreuriFroy. That is a better definition than mine. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Let’s turn to Mr. McMahon. You have a question? 
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Mr. McManon. I want to ask one question about the strike and the 
nonaggression pacts. Were these protestations of friendship that were 
sent to Honduras and San Salvador, and offered to negotiate non 
aggression pacts, did that happen at the same time, Mr. Ambassador, 
that Guatemala insisted in instigating the strike in Honduras ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes, Mr. McMahon, at precisely the same 

ime the strike was going on, and it was also at the time, of course, 
that they had appealed to the Security Council. 

Mr. McManon. You have given us several interesting examples of 
the way that the Guatemalan Government intervened in the affairs 
of the neighboring republics. Back in April of this year I believe 
the Govern ment of Nicaragua declared the Guatemalan Ambassador 
persona non grata, Are you ina position to advise the committee as to 
the reasons for that action? Was it tied up with the assassination 
or the attempt-—— 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Yes, of President Somosa. There had been 
an attempt on his life, and it was believed that the Guatemalan Am 
bassador was aiding and abetting in such a venture, and he declared 
him persona non grata. Of course, he was engaging in all this propa- 
ganda and so forth at the same time, and President Somosa was very 
anti-Communist and he just would not tolerate the foreign Ambassa- 
dor disseminating material such as this that we have before this 
committee today. 

Mr. McManon. Were any of the persons arrested in connection 
with the assassination attempt on Somosa residents of Guatemala ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. I believe that is correct, but I can’t tell you. 
It slips my memory. I can’t categorically say that, but I believe that 
is correct. 

Mr. McManon. You mentioned that pressure was applied to Salva- 
dor at the time that Salvador announced a resolution against com- 
munism. Was that the time the Salvadorean Ambassador was seized 
by the secret police on his arrival at the airport at La Aurora. Could 
you tell us a little bit about that? 

Ambassador PreurtFoy, That was a little bit before my time there, 
but Iam familiar with the incident. That was just one of the pres- 
sures in which their Ambasador was seized, and of course they were 
infiltrating Salvador, both with men and materials, and the Salva- 
doreans were quite nervous and they were just trying to exert all the 
pressure they could on them. 

Mr. McManon. Was that action—— 

Ambassador PEurRIFoyY. Psychological, much of it. 

Mr. McManon. Was that regarded as an attempt to intimidate the 
diplomatic corps in Guatemala, as well? 

Ambassador Prurtrroy. Well, I think it certainly could be inter- 
preted as such, yes. Some diplomats are not easily intimidated. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. Ambassador, I think it is fair to say the Monroe 
Doctrine is still in effect in the Western Hemisphere. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Yes, sir. The Secretary of State, in 
Caracas, made that perfectly clear. Mr. Dulles’ definition of interna- 
tional communism is a beautiful piece of writing, and he made that 
perfectly clear to the world, I believe—certainly to anyone that wants 
to believe it—that the Monroe Doctrine is still in effect. 

Mr. Hines. And if the Soviet persists in its attempt to intervene 
in the Western Hemisphere, through its Communist agents, many 
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of whom we have already talked about here as being directed by 
Moscow, according to the best information this committee has— 
wouldn’t that tend to indicate the Soviet Union is violating the Mon 
roe Doctrine and intervening in the internal affairs of the Wester 
Hemisphere / 

Ambassador Peurtroy. The Soviet Union is certainly interven 
Mr. Chairman, in all free nations of the world, in my opinion. 

Mr. Hitures. In the case of Guatemala, of course Gu itemala as a 
Communist regime protested violently when the anti-Communist 
forces moved in. They accused the United States and they accused 


other nations of the free world of intervening in the atfairs of Guate 


mala. Some of the people of other countries, ¢ h irged that the United 
States was intervening in the internal affairs of Guatemala, and the 
statement was made on a number of oceasions that any country wh 


wanhts to accept communism should be allowed to do it. Would 
vou say that the intervention had ah 
Union ¢ 

Ambassador Prurtroy. There is no question. The shipm« t of 
arms, the day-to day actions of the Government. and the United States, 
as I said earlier, conducting its patrol, as did other nations there, 
except the Soviet Union, and we in bringing the issue of the Communist 
threat to the hemisphere—it was proposed, as you recall, Mr. Chai 
man, that this be submitted through legal and established channels, 
such as the Oreanization of American States. That was the extent 
of the United States and that was the United States position, and it 
Was in the process of being carried through, as you reeall, when of 
course Colonel Castillo Armas came in and the Government collapsed 
like a hollow shell. 

Mr. Hinnines. Why do you think the collapse LOOK place so qui kly 
once the revolution got underway? Was it basically because the ant 
Communist feeling among the people of Guatemala was so strong? 

Ambassador Preurtiroy. Yes. Once they had soi iethinge to lateh on 
to, with some support from these armed people coming in from the 
small towns toward the city, the populace aroused themselves. (nd 
the Government just proved that they didn’t have much wuts, frankly. 
They were just a bunch of rats. 

Mr. Himurnes. They couldn't convince people to f 
trine of communism when the chips were down. 

Ambassador Py URIFOY. That’s right. And the b a boy Ss, as I Sa d 
earlier, sought asylum and refuge, and left some of the smaller fry, 
who are probably resting comfortably in some jails down there now, 
to take the rap. 

Mr. Hinirnes. During this last phase of the Communist regime in 
Guatemala, weren't the Communist police posted outside of your resi- 
dence and other American residences ? 

Ambassador Preurrroy. Yes, sir. I remember very well one morn- 
ing—lI believe you were there for breakfast and, as I recall, you were 
stopped. And Mr. McMahon came in a little later, and he had a very 
difficult time getting in. I didn’t know about it at the time, or I would 
have tried to have done something about it. 

Mr. McManon. I was detained for 25 minutes by the police before 
they let me into your residence. 

Mr. HILLincs. Were you followed often ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Always. 
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Mr. Hiniines. Did you have the feeling that your telephone lines 
were tapped ? 

Ambassador Peurrroy. But I didn’t mind. Let them follow me. 

Mr. Hitzines. Did you feel your telephone lines were tapped ¢ 

Ambassador Prurtroy. No question about it. 

Mr. Hitiines. Including the telephone lines in the Embassy itself ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. No doubt about it. I always regard tele- 
phone lines abroad as being tapped, wherever we are. 

Mr. Hiniines. You talked about when the anti-Communist forces 
began to move, that they found quick recruits among the people and 
that the overwhelming majority of the Guatemalan people were anti 
Communists and were appare ntly waiting for some leadership to over- 
throw the Red regime in Guatemala. 

In Greece you saw people fight and die, often with virtually noth- 
ing to fight with, in order to stop the Communists from forcibly taking 
over that country. 

There must be some significant conclusion from those two experi- 
— Mr. Ambassador, and I wonder if this conclusion could prop- 
erly be drawn: Could we honestly say that the great majority of the 
people who live behind the Iron Curtain, say the overwhelming ma- 
jority of them, are anti-Communists, and would, if they were offered 
the op portunity for real leadership and some prospect for success, be 
ready to rise up and overthrow their Communist masters, much as 
they did in Greece and Guatemala ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. I think that is reasonably true. And to 
steal the title of a book, I think those people are our secret allies. 
But time, of course, is not on our side and they are continually trying 
to indoctrinate more and more. 

Mr. Hitzrnes. Time is on the side of = Communists ? 

Ambassador Preurtroy. That is right, because they are infiltrating 
the schools. For instance, we didn’t touch on the school question of 
Guatemala. That proved they were looking to the future. They were 
trying to capture the youth of the nation. And, of course, you know 
the story, Mr. Chairman, I believe, about the fact that Guatemala is a 
Catholic country. There were a little over 3 million people there, 
and only 180 priests in the whole country, and they wouldn’t permit 
any others to come in. 

Fortunately, there is a very great and courageous man there, who 
is the archbishop, and he repeatedly put his neck out and called the 
shots as he saw them. But, nevertheless, with so few people there 
from the church, it was very difficult to get around the country, with 
only 180 in the whole country. 

Mr. Hiiiines. Only about 180 priests for 3 million people, over 90 
percent of which were Catholic ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. I would say 98 percent. 

Mr. Freignan. Mr. Ambassador, I just want to make this one ob- 
servation and not ask you to answer any question, because of your 
position, and also the fact that you are not the one to make a decision. 
But from your experience, which showed the willingness of the 
decent, patriotic Guatemalans to join forces with the revolution, to re- 
establish their own sovereignty and independence, it appears to me 
that again, since you say that time is not on our side, with which I am 
in thorough accord, I think that it would be very well for our Presi- 
dent, under the authorization of the Kersten amendment in 1951, 
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passed by Congress and amended, to provide for the establishment of 
these national military units, whereby nations of all the nations en- 
slaved by Russian communism would rally in any army under their 
own flag, associated with the NATO forces. 

And it is my hope that President Eisenhower will see fit, as early 
as possible, to establish those national military units, because I feel 
it will have a tremendous effect on the hopes for liberation of these 
people enslaved behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. Hinuines. Let’s just check a couple of other points that I want 
to ask you about and see if there are any further questions, and 


uh 


then 
we will let you go. I know you have an extremely busy schedule, 
in preparing yourself for your new assignment. 

You mentioned something about the Panama Canal. How far is 
Guatemala City from the Panama Canal? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. About 4 hours by aircraft. But, of course, 
with modern aircraft, jets and so forth, that would cut it down even 
less than that. 

Mr. Hines. It would certainly be within easy striking distance. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. Yes; no doubt about it. And about the 
same distance from the oilfields of Texas, too. 

Mr. Hitxr1nes. In your comment earlier about the assistance that 
was apparently given to the strikers in Honduras by Guatemalan 
diplomatic officials, and your comments on the activities of Guatemalan 
diplomats in other countries, such as dispensing Communist propa- 
ganda and actively engaging in the Communist conspiracy to such an 
extent that they were even thrown out of such countries or declared 
persona non grata, did you have any evidence at all of the Guatemalan 
Communists or Government officials attempting to carry out such ac- 
tivities in Panama? ‘ 

Ambassador Peurtroy. I seem to recall something. 

Mr. McManon. May I ask a clarifying question, Mr. Chairman: 
Was the Guatemalan Ambassador declared persona non grata by the 


President of Panama because of his Communist activities in that 
country ? 
Ambassador Preurtroy. Yes; that is correct. He was declared per- 


sona non grata. 

Mr. Hitwincs. Certainly that would be some evidence of Guate- 
malan officials attempting to intervene in Panama. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. That is right, Mr. Chairman. I had no 
doubt about it. They were going down, all up and down that penin- 
sula, doing everything they could. Of course they were busy them- 
selves trying to re ally get complete ly in control in another 6 months. 
Guatem: ala would have been complete ly dominated and the peop ple 
subjected to a reign of terrorism, from w hich the y could not have arisen 
themselves, as they did. 

Mr. Hinuines. You mentioned the youth and told of the efforts being 
made there to indoctrinate them and so forth. Would you elaborate a 
little bit on that? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Well, they had teachers’ unions, Mr. Chair- 
man, and a person couldn’t get a job as a teacher unless they signed 
up as a member of the Communist Party. It was very simply done, 
but there it was. 

Mr. Hitiines. You mean you actually had to be a member of the 
Communist Party to get a job as a teacher? 
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Ambassador Prt RIFOY, To get a job as a teacher. And, of course, 
as | Say, that was the danger because there they were looking toward 
the future and to vet the youth completely indoctrinated and to their 
ways of thinking and building for tomorrow. 

Mr. Hitiines. What about some of these young people who were so 
indoctrinated? Have they shown any signs of still believing in the 
Communist indoctrination or have you had any evidence 4 


Amb ador Pruriroy. Well, fortunately, before this program 
really got m derway—I mean 1t only got started recently in the past 
lew years. 1 think communism started there in 1944, But by the 

me they had reached the position to create such measures as Lh ive 
just dese1 bec. the vouth had hot really had too ni uch time under 
then And basi ally, these people are not Communists, and I think 

Deel proved re ntly. So I don’t think that any creat inroads 
} 1 1 1 


iave been made there that cannot be overcome by attacking the problem 

Governor Stassen has authorized the bringing up here of a hundred 
teachers, starting in, I believe it is, October 25, for 2 months. to be 
placed in our universities of the Southwest, where Spanish is spoken. 
I think t it is one of the most magnihcent gestures we can make. 

Mr. Hiniines. Some kindergarten teachers actually asked for 
political asylum when the forces of Armas moved in; isn’t that correct ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Hiniines. Wouldn't that be quite significant, that even kinder- 
marten tea hers would be seeking political asylum for fear that they 
might be tried for their activities on behalf of the Communists ? It 
ainly the extent to which the Communists had burrowed 
into the educational system. 

Ambassador PEt RIFOY. That is correct. And, of course, that is I 
think one of the most serious threats to the situation. 

Mr. Hinzuines. Mrs. Arbenz was acting for the Guatemalan Women’s 
Alliance? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. She was one of the charter members. 

Mr. Hinuines. What was the Guatemalan Women’s Alliance ? 

Ambassador Preurtroy. It was a Communist-front organization. I 
am not sure the word “front” is accurate. Maybe it was just a Com- 
munist organization. 

Mr. Hiuutas. It was a federation of democratic women, so-called, 
which had headquarters in East Berlin? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. That is right. 

Mr. Hinutnes. And she lent all her prestige as the first lady of 
the land to this movement ? 

Ambassador Preurrroy. Yes. And she appeared, during my time 
there, and made speeches, extolling the virtues of communism, and 
deriding American imperialism, and she failed to mention that the 
oreatest Imperialism in the world, of course, is communism. 

Mr. Hitiines. What about propaganda films? Did any of those 
come 1n supphi dl by the Soviet ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. They came in in, supplied by the Soviet, 
and they were given theaters, supplied by the Government, and taken 
from their private owners, and told, “You have to show these films.” 

Mr. Hitzres. Actually, the distributors were ordered to show 
them ? 

Ambassador Pevriroy. That is right, sir. 
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Mr. Hitiines. And they were Soviet-made films, with Spanish 
language used ¢ 

Ambassador Peuriroy. That is correct. They were well handled— 
I mean the preparations. They had the Spanish tracks on there and, 
as | Say, the Government directed the owners of theaters to show these 
particular films. They were given no choice. 

Mr. Hitzr1nes. Incidentally, we have some of those that were cap 
tured, and this subcommittee in its hearings in Los Angeles next week, 
hopes to show some of them there. And I might say, ( ‘coming from the 
movie capital of the world, they are very well made, very well done, 
and extremely clever pieces of propaganda. Don’t you agree with 
that? 

Ambassador Pevriroy. Yes, sir. I didn’t go, but I sent some people 
from the E mbassy to view them, and the re ports I vot were that the y 
were excelle ntly done, from their point of view. 

I would like to have seen them, just out of cur osity, but I was afraid 
that would attract too much attention. No; I didn’t go personally. 

Mr. McManon. Maybe we can have a private showing for you 
sometime, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Peurtrroy. Thank you. 

Mr. HILLINGs. You are welcome to come to ¢ alifornia. 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Thank you. 

Mr. Hinurneés. I wonder if you could tell us just a little bit about 
conditions in Guatemala today, and a few of the problems that the new 
government is facing there. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. Well, of course the back of communism has 
been broken. There are Communists left. They are going to root 
them out. They are determined about that. This Government is 
unquestionably anti-Communist. It takes a little time to organize a 
government, and I think we should be patient with them. Col. ( 
tillo Armas has no desire to turn the clock back. He wishes to main 
tain social gains. If there are real gains in the e yes of the world, he 
Wishes to improve them. He wishes to improve the schools and hous 
ing and roads in Guatemala. His problem now will be economic, in my 
opinion, largely. 

Mr. Hitires. Didn’t the Communist regime actually bankrupt the 
treasury before leaving ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. They certainly did. I believe over a period 
of years they were milking the treasury and, of course, I have no 
doubt but what many of them have money in countries abroad, per 
haps even In our own country. 

Mr. Hitirnes. They actually have deposits in this and other coun 
tries to take care of them ? 

Ambassador Prurtroy. 7 my opinion, yes, sir. Of course they 
got those de posits out prior to the re -volution. but it shows right there 
they were not loyal to their Communist friends. 

And that is the message th at shoul | be driven home to the little boy 
that is trving to be taken in. These guys at the top are not loyal to you 
thev won’t even stick to you. They were getting their money abroad 
in the early davs, before there was any danger of the revolution. 

Mr. HinLincs. \ commentator who returned from China the other 
day said that China has the most honest government ever, and he ap 
parently used that to illustrate that while there might be some things 
about that government that he didn’t agree with entirely, nevertheless 
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it was an honest government. Certainly the experience you had in 
Guatemala, in watching this Communist regime steal money from 
the people and bankrupt the treasury when it left, proves that the 
Reds can be dishonest. 

Ambassador Preurtroy. The new government is having difficulty in 
meeting their payrolls. 

Mr. Hiiurnes. Certainly it was a dishonest government, wouldn’t 
you say, of the Communists in Guatemala ? 

Ambassador Peurtroy. There is no question about it, sir, in the way 
they lived. Well, we were speaking about, I think, Pellecer earlier. 
He would drive around in a Cadillac in the afternoon, and when he 
went to talk to the laborers, he would jump in a jeep. They loved to 
talk about helping the workers, but they want to live like, well, like 
I would like to live. 

Mr. Feighan? 

Mr. FrigHan. Mr. Ambassador, I was very glad to learn your 
observations there, that when El Salvador, as a member of the Organ- 
ization of Central American States, known as ODECA, previous to 
April 1 notified the other nations that they were going to submit a 
resolution at the conference in Guatemala City, demanding an investi- 
gation of communism in Central America, and the adoption of meas- 
ures by all the other five Central American countries to counteract 
this menace, that Guatemala on April 1 of last year withdrew from 
ODECA, brazenly charging its neighbors with aggression. I think 
that is quite significant, because we learned from eyewitness testi- 
mony in Berlin of a young man who was a member of the civil police 
force in East Germany, commonly known as Volkspost. He told me, 
as a member of the civil police force, it was primarily organized for 
traflic, and keeping the peace, and it had been out on maneuvers 
regularly, army maneuvers, and they had mortars, tanks, machine- 
guns, and all the equipment of a fighting force. It seems rather signi- 
cant that the Russian Communists, who have been secretly rearming 
Eastern Germany in that way, have been so strenuously opposed to 
any rearming of Western Germany or the success of the EDC in 
Kurope. 

I think it is very significant what has been done by the Russian 
Communists, and that we should consider that when we hear any of 
these proposals by the Russian Communists, such as we have been 
hearing for the last few days. 

I was particularly gratified to hear you state you concur with one 
of the recommendations and conclusions in our second interim report, 
which was printed several months ago, and that is that the United 
States is the real roadblock holding up the Russian Communist con- 
trol of domination of the entire world, and I feel our people should be 
alerted and the people of the free world should get together in a com- 
mon defense for freedom and liberty throughout the world. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Thank you. 


Mr. Feranan. You have made a very excellent contribution to our 


hearing. 

Ambassador Prurrroy. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitiines. Do you think the American public has been sufii- 
ciently alerted to the danger which might exist from Moscow’s activi- 
ties in Latin American, Mr. Ambassador ? 
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Ambassador Pruriroy. I think they are, in certain sections of the 
country. I think they are becoming more alert to it, Mr. Chairman. 
I think we should continue to give them not propaganda but facts of 
life about how these birds operate, so that they will be impressed and 
so that they will realize the danger to their homes, their children, and 
they should always be on the alert, because it isa menace. Let no one 
underestimate that. 

Mr. Hitz1nes. You think the other republics of Latin America are 
sufficiently alerted to the danger ? 

Ambassador Pruriroy. I believe that Guatemala helped a great 
deal to point out that danger, because they saw the new methods in 
operation—that is, new to them in this hemisphere. 

But I also think that they themselves should be alerted and should 
be informed of Russia’s way of operating in the world and the way 
the Communists operate, and to be convinced once and for all that 
you can’t deal with them. 

Mr. Hitirnes. And anything that we can do as individuals or 
that this committee might do, to alert them to the danger, could be 
helpful to this country. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. I think it would be most helpful to this 
country and to those countries, also. 

I would hope these hearings could be printed in Spanish, but I 
don’t know that the committee has the funds for that. But I think 
that in itself would be a great gesture. And have those distributed 
free of charge in Latin American countries. 

Mr. HiILuincs. We appreciate your suggestion, and we hope some- 
thing along that line might be done. 

Ambassador Peurtroy. Or a summary, anyway. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Wouldn’t you say, also, while the American people 
have focused tremendous attention on Europe and Asia, particularly 
in recent years, that actually, from the standpoint of the Soviet threat 
to this country, Latin America is equally as important ? 

Ambassador Preuriroy. There is no question, sir. They are in our 
backyard. But the one thing I want to say, Mr. Chairman, is I don’t 
want you to divert your eyes away from where I am going, because I 
might need your help. 

Mr. Hurnes. Your new assignment will have taken you to all the 
major theaters. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. Don’t you forget me over there. 

Mr. Hinurnes. I think the American people are fortunate to have 
a man with tremendous experience in Greece and Guatemala, as well 
as the other work you have done for our country throughout your 
lifetime, to take on this new assignment, in one of the most important 
points of the world. I am sure all the members of the committee 
join with me in wishing you the very best in your representation of 
our country in the Far East. and we hope we will have a chance to 
assist you in your assignment. 

We are very grateful for your testimony here, Mr. Ambassador, and 
are very grateful for the fine service you ¥ rendered. 

Ambassador Prurtroy. ip you, Mr. Chairman. It has been 
nice to be here, and if I am of any help to — in these hearings, I 
1m delighted to contribute. I hope I will continue to be of help to 
Americans wherever I am. 


Mr. Hiturnes. This concludes the Washington hearings. 
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The next hearings conducted by this committee will take place 
Thursday, October 14, and the following day, October 15, at 10 a. m., 
in the Federal courthouse in Los Angeles, Calif. And our first wit- 
ness on October 14 will be Congressman Donald L. Jackson, who is 
chairman of the Latin American Subcommittee of the House Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

He will be followed by Mr. William O’ Dwyer, a former Ambassador 
to Mexico. 

The hearings stand adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 12 noon, the subcommittee adjourned, to reconvene 
at 10 a. m. Thursday, October 14, 1954, in the Federal courthouse, 
Los Angeles, Calif.) 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1954 


Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LATIN AMERICA OF TI 
House Sevtect Commirree To INVESTIGATE 
CoMMUNIST AGGRESSION AND THE ForCcED 

INCORPORATION OF THE Batric States Intro tue U.S. S. R.., 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10: 30 a. m., courtroom 9, 
Federal Building, Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Patrick J. Hillings 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Messrs. Hillings and Bentley. 

Also present: Patrick Me ‘Mahon, consult: ant to committee, and 
William F. Price, special counsel. 

Mr. Hiturnes. The subcommittee will come to order, and we will 
proceed to open our hearings in Los Angeles, ( ‘alif. 

First of all, I would like to welcome to southern California my dis 
tinguished colleague, Congressman Alvin Bentley, of Michigan. He 
is a widely known and gre: atly respected Me mber of the Congress of 
the United States. He is not only a member of the Committee on 
Communist Aggression, and a member of my ee \ittee thereof, 
but he is also one of the most prominent me ambe ‘rs of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. He formerly served in the Foreign Service of 
the United States in some extreme ly important posts abroad, including 
Latin America, and behind the Lron Curtain in Hungary. I’m sure 
that his great experience both in the Congress and in the Foreign 
Service will particularly add to his value on this subcommittee. So, 
Congressman Bentley, welcome to California, 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you very much, Congressman Hillings. It’s a 
pleasure for me to be back here in California again. I don’t care to 
delay the progress of the hearings, but I may say that coming from 
Michigan, a State which is very conscious of the matter of civil defense 
these days—as you know, we just had our civil defense headquarters, 
the F eder: al headqu: irters, moved to Michigan from W aenpatine and 
I was rather intrigued to see that you peop yle out here in Los Angeles 
are also quite believers in civil defense, because you seem to he ve a 
man-made air smokescreen around you pretty much most of the time 
nowadays. 

Mr. Hituines. It’s what we call a smog, but we don’t like to talk 
about it very 1, Congressman Bentley. Anyhow, we’re glad to 
have you. 

Let the record note that a quorum of the subcommittee is present 
this morning. At my right are our committee consultant, Mr. Me 
Mahon, and special counsel, Mr. Price. Before calling our first wit- 
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ness, as chairman of the subcommittee, I would like to make a few 
brief remarks. First, I would like to express my regrets that the other 
member of the subcommittee, Congressman Thomas Dodd, of Con- 
necticut, had made certain speaking commitments prior to the an- 
nouncement of these hearings, and therefore is unable to be with us 
today. He is a valued member of this subcommittee, and we regret 
that he can’t be with us in California for these particular hearings. 

[ would like to explain very briefly the reasons for holding these 
hearings in California. The House Se ‘lect Committee on Communist 
Aggression, of which Hon. Charles J. Kersten, of Wisconsin, is chair- 
man, was created by Congress for the purpose of making a study of 
the tactics used by the Kremlin to extend Communist rule over free 
countries. We feel this is a most important study. Ever since the end 
of World War II we have seen one free nation after another deprived 
of its liberties and literally kidnaped behind the Iron Curtain. 

It is the committee’s hope that these studies will serve to alert all 
the free people of the world to the danger which confronts them. We 
ilso hope the studies will help our own people and Congress to better 
understand the nature of the enemy we face. 

In order to better inform the American people of the work we are 
doing, and to arouse interest in it, the Kersten committee has been 
holding public hearings in various parts of the country. Among the 
places ‘that he: arings have been held or are scheduled to be held are 
Washington, New York City, Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Wilkes- 
Barre, and Milwaukee. The hearings today and tomorrow will be 
held by a special subeommittee, appointed by Congressman Kersten, 
to conduct a study of Communist efforts to intervene in the affairs of 
Latin American republics. As chairman of the subcommittee and as 
a native son of California, a State which has a long tradition of inter- 
est in and friendship for Latin America, I am particularly pleased 
to conduct these hearings in Los Angeles. 

It is my deep belief that we in the United States have been woefully 
negligent of our Latin American affairs. Evidence alre acy prese onted 
to our subcommittee has established conclusively that while our eyes 
have been focused on Europe and Asia, many ere of miles 
away, the Kremlin has been making alarming progress in Central 
America, right next door to us. 

The first witness to testify before our subcommittee was the new 
President of Guatemala, Col. Carlos Castillo Armas. President Cas- 
tillo described in detail how a small handful of Communists seized 
control of his country and held it for almost 10 years, prior to his 
successful revolution; how they gained control of every department 
of the Government; of the labor unions; the educational system; the 
press and radio; and the agrarian reform movement. 

Three young Guatemalans who fought with Castillo in his revolu- 
tion described the horrible tortures that the Communists resorted to 
in an effort to suppress all opposition. We have over here on one 
of the tables in this courtroom photographs of mutilated victims of 
the most ruthless reign of terror that has ever taken place in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

You will also see on the table samples of the ene that the 
Kremlin used in its efforts to take over Latin America. I hope that 
the members of the subcommittee and the other Salividhanla present 

n this room can see some of that propaganda which was captured 
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from the Communists when the Communist regime was thrown out of 
Guatemala. I personally brought a great deal of it back from my visit 
to Guatemala a few weeks ago. 

When Colonel Castillo’s liberation forces entered Guatemala City, 
they sch hundreds of thousands of pamphlets, books, and periodicals 
which were printed in in Russia, shipped from Moscow to Guatemala 
City for sol oles wrt not only throughout Guatemala but also to 
the neighboring Central American re pub slices. Those of you who care 
to examine samples that we have here will notice the technical excel- 
nna of the Soviet propaganda. 

also had the pleasure of having at our Washington hearings 
isskemence John KE. Peurifoy, who is currently being transferred 
from Guatemala to Thailand. Ambassador Peurifoy emphatically 
verified the testimony of previous witnesses to the effect that the Gov 
ernment in Guatemala under Presidents Juan Jose Arevalo and 
Jacobo Arbenz was completely controlled by the Communists, that the 
Communists in Guatemala were acting under orders from Moscow, 
and that Guatemala was being used as a bridgehead in an effort by 
the Kremlin to seize control of all Central America. 

The first witness today will be a distinguished colleague of mine and 
a fellow Californian, C ongressman Donald Jackson. Congressman 
Jackson is the chairman of the Subcommittee on Latin America of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee. He has traveled extensively 
throughout Latin America and is thoroughly conversant with political 
conditions in all of those countries and the efforts of the Communists 
to seize control. Iam sure that Congressman Jackson’s testimony will 
be extremely valuable in the study being made by our committee. 

The chairman also invited Congressman Omar Burleson, of Texas, 
the ranking minority member of Congressman Jackson’s subcommit- 
tee, to testify. Engagements in Texas prevented his accepting our 
invitation at this time. Fortunately, however, the committee has two 
very distinguished former Amb: issadors who will follow Congressman 

Jackson to the stand, former Ambassador William O’Dwyer to Mexico 
and former Ambassador John D. Erwin to Honduras. 

Congressman Jac kson, we ap preciate your taking time out to appear 
before this subcommittee, and you may take the stand at this time. 
I am sure you have no objection if we ask you to rise and be sworn, 
which is the custom in all the witnesses who appear before our 
subcommittee. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I will not take the provisions of the 
fitth amendment. 

(Mr. Jackson was sworn as a witness by the chairman.) 

Mr. Hitiines. You may be seated, Congressman Jackson. Do you 
have an opening statement for us this morning? 


TESTIMONY OF HON. DONALD L. JACKSON, A UNITED STATES 
CONGRESSMAN FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Jackson. A very brief one, Mr. Chairman. First of all, I want 
to express to the subcommittee my deep appreciation for your kind 
invitation to appear here this morning and perh: ups contribute some 
small measure of information relative to the activities of the Commu- 
nist Party and its agents throughout Latin America. 
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I was particularly delighted to learn that former Ambassador 
O’Dwyer and Ambassador Erwin were also to appear, because I am 
sure that out of their long experience in that part of the world they 
will be able to make substantial contributions. 

I have followed the course of the hearing of the Kersten committee, 
Select Committee on Communist Aggression, with a considerable 
interest, as I have followed the excellent work being done by this sub- 
committee. And I would like to say parenthetically that I believe that 
information of this sort brought to the people of the United States 
will add considerably to the vast sum of information which has already 
been developed by committees investigating the domestic aspects of 
the international Communist conspiracy. 

While the jurisdiction of the committees on which I am privileged 
to serve, the Committee on Foreign Affairs with our distinguished 
colleague, Mr. Bentley, and the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, does not extend beyond the continental limits of the United 
States and its possessions, there has been developed before the two 
committees during the course of our hearings on other aspects ot 
Communist aggression a great deal of information which relates spe 
cifically to Latin America, inasmuch as the Communist Party, the 
Communist international organization, has many of the character 
istics of a snake—I do not say that in a philos ophical way, but only 
to indicate that what goes in at the head is eventually re flected in 2 
twisting tail, and along the line a great deal happens which comes to 
the attention of the security agencies and of the committees of the 
Congress. 

The rigid and monolithie structure of the Communist movement. 
while contributing to inflexible discipline and automatic obedience 
on the part of many millions of members of the Communist apparatus 
throughout the world, suffers immobility to the same extent as does 
a large army. Orders must be prepared by the higher echelons, based 
upon strategic and tactical decisions. Those orders must be trans 
mitted openly and secretly, depending upon their importance to the 
Communist Party and to the Communist agencies throughout the 
world. Communications, of course, plays a major role in the manage 
ment of the warld Communist movement. 

Testimony developed during many years of hearing by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities has developed, as I said, a 
considerable amount of information on the nature, extent, and objec 
tives of Communist communications and the Communist communica 
tions net throughout the world. 

Orders are transmitted in a great many different ways—in a con- 
stant shuttle service of Communist leaders and agents throughout the 
world, to Moscow and return, as it was developed in your earlier 
hearings relative to the situations in Guatemala. The orders are 
transmitted by very complex and intricate systems of mail drops. 
There is every reason to believe that in some instances at least the 
diplomatic channels, which enjoy immunity, are used for the trans 
mittal of directives and orders. 

Latin America, like much of the balance of the world today, is in 
the grip of a vast social, economic, and political upheaval. The Com 
munists are actively engaged in all of the Republics of South and 
Central America, and in the Caribbean area, attempting to frustrate 
in every possible way the efforts of the United States to improve the 
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economic and physical welfare ot the peoples Who populate that 
vast area. 

I might say in passing that already Latin America has a population 
which exceeds that of the United States. I do not believe that 
necessary to labor the tremendous Importance of Lath \(merica to 
this country. No part of the world is so situated that it could cor 
stitute, in the event of a successful military o1 political itration, 
a greater threat to the national security of this country. Geography 
has cast us in a mold with Latin America w! we could not, if we 
would, escape. In the event of a militaril 
the hemisphere it would represent a oreatl cl saster to this country, 


VY Sic =] i penetration of 


and the political penetration such is those whi Ly been attempted 
and In too many CaseS have been successtul ere w here hn the we | 
will constitute no less great a danger so far as our institutions are 
concerned. 

It was out of an appreciation of the very difl lt situation that 
would exist in such a case that the Monroe Doctrine was enunciated. 


and it was a precisely the same Spirit that the Caraeas resolution o 
Communist penetration ot this hem sphere W adopted last year al 
Caracas, Venezuela. 

As elsewhere in Latin Ame} i, it is folly to ittemprt to estimate 
the potential damage that could be done by the actual numbers of 
members of the Communist Party, because. as elsev here, that hard 
core of philosophical Marxists are surrounded by many hundreds of 
thousands and perhaps millions ot people who do the ir bidding with 
out actually being members of the party. My last visit personally to 
Latin America was last fall. The situation, | am told by the Depart 
ment and others, has not changed materially, with the except on. of 
course, of the change of regime in Guatemala. On the oceasion of 
that Visit by the Subcommittee on Inter (merical \ffairs, we had 
an opportunity to visit all of the countries of Latin America, with the 
exception of Paraguay and Venezuela, both of which countries we had 
visited previously the year before. On that trip we took occasion 
not only to talk to our own chiefs of mission, our own m litary and 
political people in our Embassies, but to have conversations in all of 
the countries with local government officials, and with newspaper 
men, with people who were in daily touch with a situation which is 
fluid and constantly changing. 

In running down the situation as we found it at that time, and as 
I believe it exists today, the several nations might he characterized 
from our standpoint and from the standpoint of the suecess of Com 
munist infiltration in the following manner—lI shall, of course, not 
relate this to Guatemala, to Mexico, or to Honduras, because those 
matters have already been covered or will be covered in considerable 
letail by men who are eminently qualified by experience to give the 
subcommittee a great deal of information. 

The subcommittee was in British Guiana at the time of the dis- 
turbances in that British possession when a general strike was called 
which effectively tied up the entire economy of the country for a 
number of weeks. There is little question but that in British Guiana 
as elsewhere throughout the world the Communists are paralleling the 
course of nationalist ambitions to the extent that those ambitions will 
make possible or bring closer the ultimate goal of Communist ag- 
gression, which is domination of the world and the subordination of 
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every constitutional system which does not agree in every respect with 
that practiced in the Soviet Union. 

The situation in Brazil I think would be characterized at preset 
as being very poor from the standpoint of this country and the stand- 
point of the other free nations throughout the world which are at 
tempting to stem the tide of Communist aggression. Uruguay might 
be characterized as good. Argentina—where again there is a problem 
of the combination of the nationalist elements with Communist el 
ments—presents a great question mark in the hemisphere, and i 
mains for time alone to resolve that matter and show what may he 
expected to develop. The situation in Chile today is poor, and 
Communists are extremely active in that Republic. The situation 11 
Peru might be called fair, and Bolivia only fair—but ywery 4 ro 
via is one example of a country which has been pulled back by 
application of intelligent aid measures by this amas from a ieeak 
tion which I am sure Mr. Bentley will agree was a most desperate on¢ 
something over a year ago. Ecuador, fair; Venezuela, good; Co- 
lumbia, fair; and so forth. Nowhere, I believe, is there a situation 
which could be characterized as being very good throughout the 
hemisphere. 

Mr. Hitiines. Could I interrupt you at this point, Congressman 
Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, you may, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Just to get a summary of your comments this mort 
ing, based on your experience as chairman of the Foreign Aff: airs 
Subcommittee on Latin America, could you give us a list, say 1, 2, 3, 4. 
of the most troublesome spots in Latin America as you see them at 
the present time—recognizing that you are going to leave out any 
discussion of Guatemala, Mexico, or Honduras? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, Mr. Chairman. My personal opinion would 
be that the situation in Chile is a most serious one at the present time, 
and from the standpoint of influence, from the standpoint of popula- 
tion, I would say that the situation in Brazil is one which should 
cause a considerable amount of concern to all of us. 

Mr. Himurnes. Brazil would be No. 2, then ? 

Mr. Jackson. Brazil, I would say No. 2—perhaps not from the 
standpoint of the actual number of Communists, but from the stand- 
point of what might happen if that country, the second most populous 
in the hemisphere, were to come under the domination of the Commu- 
nist forces. 

There are several others which might very well be placed together 
in third place, but I think possibly those two situations are ones 
which, so far as I am concerned, I am inclined to view with a con- 
siderable amount of concern. 

Mr. Hitxres. I might say in the case of Chile, when I was there a 
few weeks ago, I visited the President of the Chilean Chamber of 
Deputies. He had just returned from Moscow and he spent a con- 
siderable portion of time praising the conditions in the Soviet Union. 
He laid great stress, of course, on the economic conditions there, and 
seemed to ignore the political aspects of life in the Soviet, such as 
the lack of freedom and the other things that are done in a police 
state. 

He also advised me that he thought more people in Latin America 
would be “peeking behind the Iron Curtain,” as he put it, in the not 
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too distant future. At the time I was in Chile talking with him, and 
recognizing that he had just returned from Moscow, the Vice President 
of the Chilean Senate was in Moscow, which certainly indicates the 
extent to which the Soviet has gone in inviting top leaders of govern- 
ments in those areas, particularly Chile, which you listed as the No. 
danger spot at the moment, to visit the [ron Curtain area. 

Have you any particular evidence of the travel that is currently 
going on between Moscow and various Latin American countries? 
Mr. Jackson. Well, nothing, Mr. Chairman, that would be accurate 

in point of numbers; however, I can relate the situation to that whi 
existed in Guatemala during the Arbenz regime where there was a 
considerable and continuing amount of travel by Communists, Com 
munist sympathizers both in and out of the Government, from Guate 
mala City to Moscow and return. We know that that is going on so 
far as the other countries are concerned, and it must be assumed that 
the matters which take Communist leaders from these countries to 
Moscow are of such transcendent importance that they are not matte rs 
which can be entrusted to the regular channels of communication, mai 
drops, and courier service and things of that sort; but in point of 
numbers I would not be qualified to speak. 

Mr. Hinuirnes. Have you had any opportunity yet to analyze the 

results of the recent Brazilian elections and any significance that can 
be gleaned from them ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, I think not, Mr. Chairman, I would not attempt 
todoso. There have been some discussions in the nature of executive 
discussions which should not, I assume, be discussed at this time. 
However, it’s a situation which all of us are watching with consider- 
able concern. 

I would like to speak very briefly, if I may, Mr. Chairman, upon 
a situation which may give Mr. Bentley a few twinges in the lumbar 
regions, but the committee, following the unfortunate incident which 
resulted in the wounding of five members of Congress, including Mr. 
Bentley, embarked upon investigation of the situation in Puerto Rico 
and in this country, to determine if possible the extent to which the 
Communist Party has lent its efforts to the Nationalist Party 
Those investigations, as I say, were carried out in Puerto Rico in large 
part, and with the full and enthusiastic and wholehearted cooperation 
of Governor Munoz Marin, the Governor of Puerto Rico, and his 
security agencies. 

During the course of this investigation in San Juan it was de- 
termined that the focal points of the organization of the Nationalist 
Party at Puerto Rico were in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and New York 
City. During the course of the investigation it became abundantly 
clear and obvious that the Communist Party both in Puerto Rico and 
the United States have taken advantage of a situation wherein they 
can offer their aid and support to another movement, that is the 
Nationalist movement, while still furthering their advocacy of the 
overthrow of our system of government. 

There was uncovered a considerable amount of evidence of meet- 
ings at which high ranking Nationalist Party members and Com- 
munist Party members met to decide upon a mutual course of action, 
which in its design was to be violently anti-American. It was ap- 
parent that the Communists injected themselves into the Nationalist 
campaign for independence only because Communists and National- 
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ists alike share an anti-American feeling. The leaders of the Na- 
tionalist Party were blind to the fact that even if the aims of the 
Nationalists were accomplished, the Communists would then turn to 


vent their wrath on the Nationalist system of government. 1 believe 
that is characteristic, and has been proven historically that as soon 


as the eoal, the joint coal oft Communists and Nationalists is been 
| 


achieved, that the Communists turn to attack their ally in further 
ance of the Communist goals. 


Che security agencies in Puerto Rico and this country all agree that 


tis an unfaithful bond which the Communists have created merely 
to foment anti-American feeling among Puerto Ricans, both here 
and im Puerto Rico. 

To be more specific, there was uncovered evidence of five Com 
miu { Party leaders in Puerto Rico who were constantly attending’ 
secret meetings and policy discussions of the Nationalist Party ot 


Puerto Rico. 

Qn March 8 1954, one week following the arrest of the Nationalist 
Party leaders in Puerto Rico, the ¢ Communist Party leaders of Puerto 
R CO Were kew ise arre sted. Of he Se leade I's "Watie cl, all had heen 
n contact and cooperated with the aims of the Nationalist Party of 
Puerto Rico. One of the leaders ese aped arrest when he fled Puerto 
Rico for this country, and he is presently the object of search. 

These five known Communist Party members in Puerto Rico made 
several trips between New York and San Juan, and are known to 
have conferred with both Communists and Nationalist Party leaders 
n New York City. It is also known that several Nationalist Party 
leaders in Puerto Rico have made trips previously indicated, behind 
the Iron Curtain and to Moscow. 

In Puerto Rico, these five leaders are known to have ealled—and 
I’m talking about Communist Party leaders now—are known to have 
called upon Pedro Albizu Campos at his headquarters in San Juan 
on many occasions, for the purpose of confe rring with him—Campos 
being idolized by the Nationalist leaders of the Nationalist Party. 

In addition, one of the defendants in the shooting of the four Mem- 
bers of Congress on March 1, 1954, is known, on August 29, 1951, to 
have attended a secret meeting of the Nationalist Party of Puerto 
Rico in the town of Mayaguez, where Puerto Rican Communists were 
present. There was discussed at this meeting the possibility of a 
merging of the Communist Party and the Nationalist Party in Puerto 
Rico so as to enlarge upon the joint and mutual efforts for the libera- 
tion of Puerto Rico. 

\nd I think I should say, Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Bentley, or state 
again, a fact that is well known to all of us, that the Nationalist Party 

Puerto Rico and their terrorists outside of that party are actually 
very few in number. I am confident that Governor Munoz was abso- 
lutely correct when he said that the vast majority of the people of 
Puerto Rico were not a entirely loyal and dedicated to the welfare 
of their own country, but held the warmest and the highest respect and 
regard for the United States. So when we are speaking of the 
Nationalist movement in Puerto Rico it should be remembered that 
in point of numbers it is extremely small. 

There is currently residing in New York (¢ ‘ity an individual who is 
an admitted long-time member of the Communist Party; he had aided 
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the Nationalist Party organization in New York City and has ad 
mitted under interrogation that if the United States were to engage 
in war with Russia, he would fight on the side of the Soviet Union. 
The most pertinent insight into the cooperation of the National 
Party of Puerto Rico and the Communist Party can be pointed up by 
the statements ot one Julio Pinta Gandia, currently unde1 Lr l¢ tment 
by the Justice Department for conspiring to ove throw the Gover 
ment of the United States. Gandia, for several years, was preside nt 
of the Nationalist Party organization in New York City. In Apt 
1950 he attended a secret m eting of the Nationalist Party in Puerto 
Rico, at which time he stated that he was happy to report that in New 
York City alone the Nationalist Party had been aided in its efforts by 
more than 350 Communists who had pledged their aid to the Nation 


Lt 


alist cause. Hle went on to suggest to those in attendance that, by 
establishing the same arrangement in Puerto Rico, then fight for n 
dependence would be greatly enhanced. It is believed by several 
intelligence sources that Gandia was the guiding light in setting up 
the relationship between the Nationalist Party and the Communist 
Party above referred to. 

It is my observation that the authorities in Puerto Rico fully agree 
that the Nationalists are being aided, propagandawise at least, and 
probably financially, in their efforts, and that they, therefore, are o1 
the alert for outbre a from either party. They also attempt to kee 
a close watch on the activities of both parties 1n Puerto Rico, realizn 
that, for the time being at least, their aims and tactics are practi ally 
identical. I think, Mr. Chairman, that in reviewing the situation 
as we know it exists in that island commonwealth, that we see the 
pattern of joint action as between the Communist Party and the Na 
tionalist Party. There is elsewhere in the world an abundant evidence 
that this is true, and that the Communists do in fact pick up any 
cause in the politica | field as they do in the economic field, and they 
join causes, JOIN their course of action with causes, as they seek To 
enter into minority issues and complaints, and traveling along a 
parallel course with minorities, with nationalist groups, to serve not 
the ends of those group or to further the legitimate demands of those 
groups, but only to use them for and to their own purposes. That fact, 
I think, should be borne in mind at any time that any individual is 
contemplating the actions of a nationalist movement elsewhere 
throughout the world. 

Many nationalist leaders have embraced the Communist feeling that 
the added stre neth would make possible the earlher fruition of their 
ambitions for independence and for self-determination: not realizing, 
I am sure, at least in some cases, that their own throats would be 
among the first to be cut should these ambitions ever be realized with 
the assistance of the Communist Party. Other nationalist leaders have 
rejected the assistance of the Communist Party in other areas, and 
have preferred to attempt to bring into being the fruition of their 
ambitions independently of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Hizines. Could I ask you a question at this point, Congress- 
man Jackson / 

Is it your contention, then, that the attempted assassination of Mem 
bers of Congress earlier this year by terrorists from the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist Party was Communist inspired ? 


| ) 


y 
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Mr. Jackson. If it was not Communist inspired, it was certainly 
Communist abetted, in my opinion, and I think that the facts as de- 
veloped by the investigation would certainly bear that out. 

Mr. Hiiurnos. You are testifying not only as an expert on foreign 
affairs by virtue of your many years service on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee and chairman of the Latin American Affairs Subeommit- 
tee thereof, but also as a ranking member of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ; is that correct 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct, 

Mr. Hitirnes. And would you hie say that the attempted assassina- 
tion of President Truman by Puerto Rican Nationalists was Com 
munist inspired ? 

Mr. Jackson. Upon the basis of the information which is presently 
available to us as a result of our investigations it would seem abun 
dantly clear that anything that has been done in recent years by the 
Puerto Rican Nationalists has had the active support and encourage- 
ment of the Communist Parties involved. 

Mr. Hitires. I wonder if at this point our colleague, Congressman 
Bentley, who probably knows more about the activities of Puerto 
Rican Nationalists, at least on the receiving end, than most other 
people in the country, would like to ask a few questions on that 
subject ? 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Congressman Jackson, 
of course it has been extremely interesting to me to hear what you 
have been testifying regarding the link between Puerto Rican na- 
tionalism and Puerto Rican and American communism. Undoubt- 
edly, of course, you are also aware with regard to the individuals who 
did the actual shooting in the Halls of Congress last March, that 
when their rooms were searched in New York large amounts of Com- 
munist literature were found in their quarters. Undoubtedly, you 
were also aware of the fact that Communist literature here in the 
United States advocates and has advocated for a long time complete 
freedom and independence for Puerto Rico. I may say, there are 
times since last March that I have been tempted to share that view. 

I think your remarks regarding the Puerto Rican Nationalists and 
their cause being taken up as a popular one by Communists is very 
pertinent, not only in Puerto Rico, but as you and I, as fellow mem- 
bers on the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, have seen through- 
out the world in so many cases, Communists found nationalism a very 
convenient bandwagon upon which to ride. 

I Seemed for example, the situation in Iran, Indochina, parts of 
north Africa, and many countries where a new-formed spirit of na- 
tionalism is digel unting that of colonialism; and wherever it is pos- 
sible, you and I, as I say, have seen the Communists try to ride that 
bandwagon. That would certainly apply to Puerto Rico as well. 

I think it is also pertinent to point out that the individuals who 
have just recently been tried, the leaders of the Puerto Rican Na- 
tionalist Party in New York, have been tried on exactly the same 
charges—and I think I’m correct—that the former leaders of the Com- 
munist Party have been tried, under the Smith Act. Am I right on 
that, Mr. McMahon ? 

Mr. McManon. That is correct. 

Mr. Bentiey. I have some questions, Mr. Chairman, but they have 
nothing to do particularly with Puerto Rico. I think I may ask our 
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colleague one question in all seriousness, and that is I am planning a 
trip to Puerto Rico next month. Do you think I — ms het it ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I think that you could make it, sir, without any fear 
on your part. As I say, I have come to have a very high regard for 
(gov. Munoz Marin, whom I believe visited you in the hospital when 
he was in Washington 

Mr. Bent ey. He tried to, but he was unable 

Mr. Jackson. To convey regrets of the vast majority of the Puerto 
Rican people. And I’m convinced of one fact, as stated before, that 
is that the vast majority of the people of Puerto Rico, perhaps even 
more so than—not more so than people of the United States—deplored 
and regretted the assault by the terrorists in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Just as an individual Member of Congress I received 
literally hundreds of communications from schoolchildren, whole 
classes of them slening the letter, in which they extended apologies 
and expressed their very deep regret on the occasion of the hooting. 

Mr. Bentirey. My own count was between four and five thousands 
letters from Puerto Rico at that time. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I 
1ave other questions but they have nothing to do specifically with 
Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Hitiines. Have you completed your statement, Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. May I make one brief observation, Mr. Chairmat 

Mr. Hiiirnes. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. We have presently in Government a program and a 
project which is directed to student exchange—this may not relate 
clirec thy to the purpose of the hearing 

Mr. Hu. LInGs. Directed to student e xchange ? 

Mr. Jackson. Student exchange—and I should like to point out 
that out of my experience in Latin America this program, this project 
is exercising a tremendous influence at policy levels in Latin American 
Republics. I think this year we will take probably seven or eight 
hundred Latin American students, bring them to this country, let 
them see what we call the American way of life in action; and upon 
graduation they will then return to their own countries, as many 
hundreds have done heretofore. 

This is being countered by the Soviet Union at the present time by 
its action in taking even more than we are taking. I think this year 
the indications are that the Soviet Union will take a thousand or more 
Latin American students behind the Curtain for indoctrination in 
their way of life. 

Mr. Hitiines. Compared to how many ? 

Mr. Jackson. I think we may be able to take as many as 750. 

Mr. Hiiuines. You say approximately 700 may come to the United 
States and approximate ly 1,000 to the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Jackson. Those are the figures which are presently available 
on this situation. I think that is one area in which we cannot afford 
to be outstripped. 

In the lower echelons of the government ministries throughout 
Latin America today there are a great many students, nationals of 
those countries, who received their education in the United States. 
As a matter of fact, in the past 15 years there has been a complete 
change in orientation, educationwise, in Latin America. Where 
theretofore families sent their sons and daughters to Europe, to Spain, 
and France, we find the situation today almost entirely reversed in 
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that miwany thousands of Latin American students are prese ntly inh the 
United States receiving their education. I say man} thousands 
most of them are here at their own expense, as distinguished from the 
(rovernment program, 

If we are outstripped in that field, I fear very greatly for the future 
of our relationships with the Latin Republics. 

| think that to know us and for us in turn to know the Latins 1s to 
create a bond of fraternity and friendship that will serve to overcome 
the petty obstacles and the disagreements and the difheulties whiel 
always exist between nations \ hic h are situated in close gurecemt i 
each other. ‘Tothe extent that it is found possible to do so at the level 
at. W hich we work, ] would certainly be hopeful that we could consider 
ably expand this program as a positive counteraction in a sound and 
logical way against the actions, the: lDo'e ssive actions which are being’ 
carried on politically, militarily, a and economically by the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Hinuinas. Well, thank you very much, Congressman Jackson. 
Congressman Bentley, do you hs ave some en 

Mr. Benriey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Congressman Jackson, from your experience and work, both on the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and also on the Un-American Activities 
( ommiuttee, what links have you found, could you tell us briefly, be 
tween the Communist movement in Latin America and the Commu 
nist movement in the United States ? 

Mr. Jackson. | think possib rly the most definite link and one whic] 
has been established in sworn testimony, principally in executive ses- 
sion, is the existence of a well-integrated courier service, in which di- 
rectives, orders, instructions, are communicated from the Cominform 
throughout the various echelons and channels of command to the 
Communist agents and Communist leaders in Latin America. Courier 
service is very important in a country in which communications are 
very difficult, and in which you do not have the rapid means of getting 
directives and instructions to the lower sections and branches and 
apparatus of the party. As I say, there is documentary evidence in- 
dicating the existence of such a courier service. That, I would say, is 
the principal thing I can think of at the moment as establishing a 
link. 

Since there has been instituted overseas plane service from several 
points in South America directly, without the necessity of passing 
through the United States, I would assume that much of the communi 
cation is now direct by means of plane travel in the interchange of 
Communist officials and the shuttling back and forth of those officials 
from Latin America behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. Hitrines. Mr. McMahon would like to ask a question on that 
point. 

Mr. McManon. Congressman Jackson, did your committee develop 
any evidence to the effect that the diplomatic service of Guatemala 
was used for this courier work in Latin America? 

Mr. Jackson. No, our committee did not develop such evidence with 
respect to Guatemala. It has developed such evidence with respect to 
courier service to the Far East. 

Mr. Hinures. And it is also true that, further elaborating on the 
point you made concerning air travel between Latin American points 
and the Soviet, that today you can fly direct, you don’t have to go 
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through the sia States, and some of the airlines who fly directly to 
Europe or Africa by overflying or flying around the United States 
have had a considerable increase in business at the present time, isn’t 
that correct ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. It’s not too much to say that Moscow is provid 


ing a considerable amount of revenue both ways. 

Mr. Hinurnes. The way it works, is that an office of one of the air- 
lines which does not touch the United States in its travels to E rope 
from Latin America, will be notified, often by radio, from Prague 
and other points behind the [ron Curtain where the airline may touch, 
and announce that that airline office in Latin America is to honor 
tickets for 10 or more individuals who will claim them. The tickets 
are paid for on the other end—isn’t that often the way it works ? 

Mr. Jackson. I assume it is. I have no personal knowledge on that 
particular point, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, developing the situation of communications a 
little bit further, what links did vou find or have you found to exist 
among the Communist parties, between the Communist parties in the 


various countries of Latin America ? 


Mr. Jackson. There is very close relationship \e@ain the leaders 
ot the Communist movement 1n Latin America are in almost constant 
touch with each other by various means of communication. They 


have their sectional meetings at which problems peculiar to one coun- 
try are discussed, what steps are to be taken to meet a situation in any 
elven country ; there are these periodic neetings as developed in testi 
mony, which are for the purpose of outlining details of strategy— 
because only details ot strategy or tactics are delecated to the lower 
echelons. ‘The overall broad matters of policy are, of course, put in at 
the top of the monolithic structure and come on down without an “i” 
dotted or a “t” crossed, as we all know. But there is a considerable 
interchange of information. One of the things, of course, which 
makes it very difficult to meet a situation such as that which developed 
in Guatemala upon the entrance into Guatemala City of Colonel Cas 
— is the traditional policy of political asylum; where you will find 
all of the other Latin embassies in a given country crowded aw: Ly 
past uous by a number of guests who, upon the downfall of the 
government, immediately scurry for political asylum in one or anoth 
of the embassies, and then wait it out until the y are given ont con- 
duct, and in some cases a safe conduct is not given, they are apt to be 
on the ration list of the particular embassy for many weeks or many 
months. 

Mr. Bentiey. For years, as in the case of Haya De la Torre. 

Mr. Jackson. As in the case of Haya De la Torre, exactly. I think 
Haya De la Torre was 2 or 3 years, 4 years— 

Mr. Hitires. Who is Haya De la Torre? 

Mr. Jackson. Haya De la Torre was the Ecuadorian—— 

Mr. Bentiey. He was leader of the Aprista, so-called Aprista Party 

Peru. 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct. 

Mr. Bentiry. He took refuge in the Colombian Embassy there for, 
I think, for perhaps 4 or 5 or 6 years. 

Mr. Jackson. That is a situation which renders it impossible—the 
Latins have a great and longstanding tradition in the matter of polit- 
ical asylum, because none of them know, or used to know, on what day 
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they themselves might be required to leap from the executive offices 
into the asylum of some friendly embassy. 

Mr. Bentiey. Now, on this question, Congressman Jackson, of con- 
nections and links between the Communist Parties in the various coun 
tries of Latin America, can you think of any inter-American or Lath 
American organizations which have been controlled and infiltrated 
by the Communists and thereby assist them in maintaining inter 
American communications ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Well, there are suspicions regarding several of them, 
but nothing which would be more than a conjecture on my part, and 
I would hesitate to say they had been. 

Mr. Benriey. Would you like to make a specific reference to the 
so-called Federation of Workers of Latin America, better known as 
CTAL? 

Mr. Jackson. That could certainly be characterized as such an 
organization, as, for instance, could the organizations which were set 
up during the Arbenz regime in adjoining Latin American Republics, 
known as the Friends of Guatemala. Those organizations were, of 
course, completely dominated by the international Communist organ 
ization and were established solely for the purpose of carrying on a 
propaganda campaign outside of Guatemala on behalf of the Com 
munist organization in Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. In your recollection, are there cases throughout Latin 
America whereby the Communists appear under another name, 
so-called front organization or political party, that is not, strictly 
speaking, a Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; again we can refer to Guatemala, where the 
Communist Party, as such, was an illegal organization ; but under the 
People’s Workers’ Party label, or something of the sort—and it is 
true elsewhere—the work of the Communist Party is carried on exactly 
the same way by the link of the Communist Party with organiza- 
tions elsewhere. 

Mr. Bentiey. Do you remember, offhand, Congressman Jackson. 
how many Latin American countries have diplomatic relations with 
the Soviet Union, or the satellite states? 

Mr. Jackson. I do not at the moment have that information. 

Mr. Bent ey. There are some—no matter what numbers—are there 
Soviet and satellite diplomatic missions in some Latin American 
countries ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Oh, yes; there are several which do maintain normal 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hituines. For example, Mexico and Argentina are Latin 
American countries which maintain diplomatic relations with the 
Soviet ; is that correct? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes. Have you found any evidence that the Soviet 
and satellite diplomatic representatives in these countries are active, 
either in the field of espionage or in the field of propaganda, either 
directly or being of assistance to local Communist Parties ? 

Mr. Jackson. I’m sure that is the case, but under the compulsion 
of my oath I would not be able to say positively. However, if that 
situation existed here in the United States for a period of time, it’s 
quite likely and certain that it does exist in Latin America. I would 
not be able to state specifically that that is the case. 
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Mr. BentiEey. About 2 months ago, Congressman Jackson, the full 
Committee on Communist Aggression came out with its second interim 
report, which, among other recommendations, recommended the sever- 
ance of diplomatic relations between this country and the Soviet 
Union, and presumably its satellites. 

In your opinion, if such a step were taken by this country, it would 
be hoped that at the same time a similar ste p would be taken by those 
Latin American governments who do recognize Moscow and the othe 
satellites; am I correct / 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Benttey. In other words, if we should, according to the ree- 
ommendation of the full Kersten committee, sever diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union, it would benefit our step thereby great 
ly to have the other Latin American countries act likewise 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; it would be of great assistance to them if they 
would. I think in several instances, at least the present likelihood is 
that they would not so sever their relations, but in answer to your 
question it would be of considerable help to present a solid front 
throughout the hemisphere in that regard, and I think it would do 
a great deal to handicap and to cripple the espionage, the courier 
service, and things of that sort which now make possible a fairly 
rapid communication network. 

Mr. Bentiey. Another recommendation in this second interim re 
port, in addition to that of severing diplomatic relations, is also 
severance of commercial relations between this country and the Iron 
Curtain nations, and, likewise, of course, in such a case it would be 
of tremendous benefit to have the hemisphere act as a solid bloc in the 
severance of commercial relations too. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. Of course, if commercial relationships are 
severed, if would be hoped that we could present such a solid front. 
Again there are some very practical difficulties; for instance, we can 
take the matter of Bolivian tin, or the case of Chilean copper, not 
finding a market place for the output w thin the hemisphere or else- 
where throughout the free world, that there would unquestionably be 
some considerable reluctance in several of the countries to place them 
selves affirmatively on record in that regard. 

However, in answer to your question, if we did enter into or if we 
did sever our relationships in the commercial area, it would certainly 
assist and further our efforts if the hemisphere could present a solid 
front in that regard. 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you very much, Congressman Jackson. I’m 
sure the chairman will concur with me when I say that your testimony 
and your presence has been very valuable. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitt1nes. Mr. McMahon, have you any further questions? 

Mr. McMauon. I just wonder if in your visit to Chile, you have 
any knowledge of the activities of Juan Jose Arevalo, former Presi- 
dent of Guatemala, who was in Chile for some time as a roving 
Ambassador ? 

Mr. JAcKsON. Yes; we had some discussions relative to him. Again 
those discussions, as I recall them, were in the nature of executive 
discussions in the Embassy. I would not feel free to enlarge upon them. 
We had discussions relative to Arevalo, as we did relative to all of 
the figures who are in one way or another, or to a greater or lesser 
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degree, implicated in or concerned with Communist operations 
throughout the hemisphere. Anything further in that connection that 
I can give to the subcommittee in executive session I should be very 
happy to do. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. Price, do you have any questions 4 

Mr. Price. No questions. 

Mr. Hitiimes. One last question, Congressman Jackson. When the 
ne ment of arms went to Guatemala from Communist Poland, about 
$10 million worth, you will recall, earlier this year, there was great 
fear that per haps some of these arms and possible weapons of sabotage 
which might have been contained therein, would be used agaimst the 
Panama ( anal. We all know the Panama Canal is the lifeline of the 
Western Hemisphere, that it is a direct contact between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. It is parti ularly important at a time when the 
United States position in the Far East is seriously threatened by 
further Communist advances in southeast Asia. Do you know, in the 
course of your study of this problem, both as a member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee and as a ranking member of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, whether there has been any coordinated 
attempt by the Communists throughout this country and Latin Amer- 
ica to sabotage and destroy the Panama Canal in the event of hos- 
tilities in the Far East ? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, on that particular point, Mr. Chairman, I have 
nothing of an evidential nature. We all recognize, of course, the 
tremendous strategic importance of the zone and of Panama, the Re- 
public of Panama itself. The situation in Panama, although I did not 
touch upon it, is one which could certainly not be characterized 
good. There are very powerful Communist elements, Communist 
agents in the Republic itself. Although, I think that it should be 
said, and I believe that it can be said, that a preliminary examina- 
tion on the part of the House Committee on Un-American <Activ- 
ities indicated that within the zone itself our security agencies have 
done: an exce ‘ent job. T he 2V hs ave been j mn this wor k, the 2V hi ave rece sived 
the wholehearted cooperation of American labor organizations, and 
I think it is a tribute to American labor that with respect to the zone 
itself, it is probably if not completely free of active Communist agi- 
tation—at least, it represents the mineral area of such activity in the 
hemisphere, so far as Latin America is concerned, Our security agen- 
cies have done an excellent job in the zone itself. 

Mr. Hitxinés. Certainly in the event of hostilities, further hostil- 
ities in the Far East, a Communist-organized conspiracy in Latin 
America would pose a treme ndous threat to the Panama Canal? 

Mr. Jackson. There is no question about it, and in general the 
Republics of Latin America, all of them, occupy a position where any 
successful and major infiltration effort which would result in bringing 
any one of those Republics under the influence of the Soviet Union 
would post . next-door threat to this country that I don’t think could 
be equaled by the subjugation of any other single country in the 
world. It is a matter to which I personally feel we have paid too 
little attention, not only too little attention in the matter of subversive 
activities, but in the matter of help and assistance in general. 

And, again, before I leave the witness chair, I would like to pay 
my congratulations to the Kersten committee, and more particularly 
on this occasion to this subcommittee for carrying on this inquiry on 
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the spot in these various countries. Here in the United States in such 
places as might be expected to develop information on the Latin Amer- 
can scene—because we cannot be in the position of a man who insures 
all of his house except the front porch it is of tremendous importance 
to every American that we understand the nature of the enemy, what 
he is trying to clo in Latin America as elsewhere, what methods of 
oper: ition he is using to recr uit, to finance and to « arry out the gener: al 
instructions of the international Communist conspiracy. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Mr. Price? 

Mr. Price. Mr. Jackson, has any Latin American country under- 
taken a government employees’ security program similar to that insti- 
tuted in the United States? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, Mr. Price, I have no person ul EnOW wiedee of it. 
I would not be in position to speak on ths at particular a ct of it. I 
might say, in that connection, that aside from es: government actir 
ities in that particular field, almost all, if not all, of the Americar 
business organization in Latin pamneree have done so in the w L) 
compe nsation, in the way of insurat programs—and American busi- 
ness 1n a it part of the world has t: sie na considerable beating and per- 
haps in years past it has not all been unwarranted—but I will say 
eener: ane and I think that those of you who have been in Latin Ame1 
ica will realize that today, the best fed, the best housed, the best 
schooled workers in Latin America are those who are employed by the 
oveat American business organizations in that area. 

Mr. Price. Perhaps I didn’t phrase my question properly. I meant 
a program toe hi ninate security isks such as that instituted by the 
United States. 

Mr. Jackson. Oh, lam sorry. Yes, there are several of the coun- 
tries which have done so, which have within their government mi 
tries or departments, officers whose sole duty it is to keep con 
watch over the activities of citizens of the particular countries i 
respect to subversive activities, and also to keep a watch “lt some of 
those who are expatriates from other countries. We have, for in- 
stance, from the United States, a considerable colony of those w she have 
declined to state under oath whether or not they are members of the 
Communist Party, and their concentration point appears to be in the 
vicinity of Cuernavaca, Mexico, That may be a matter upon which 
Ambassador O’Dwyer is much better qualified to speak than I. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Congressman Jackson, we appreciate your coming 
before this subcommittee. I think you and I, as subcommittee chair- 
men of committees on Latin America in the House, are the two indi- 
viduals at the present time charged with considerable responsibility in 
the field of Latin American affairs. I also want to acknowledge the 
fact that among our colleagues in the Congress of the United States 
you are generally recognized as the foremost authority on Latin Amer- 
ican affairs, so we are delighted to have your testimony. We appre- 
ciate it and wish you well in your continued interest and work in this 
most important field. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Congressman Hillings, Congressman 
Bentley. 

Mr. Hirzines. Mr. William O’Dwyer. 

(William O’Dwyer was sworn as a witness by the chairman.) 

Mr. Hitur1nes. Just before beginning the testimony of Mr. O’Dwyer, 
I would like to announce that our other witnesses, will be Mr. John 
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D. Erwin, former Ambassador to Honduras, Mr. Raymond Leddy, 
who is the chief of the Central American desk in the Department of 
State, Mr. Leo Carrillo, a movie actor who is widely known for his 
interest in Latin American problems, and Mr. Gene Fuson, reporter for 
the San Diego Union. It is expected that the bulk of this morning 
and this afternoon’s session will be taken up by the testimony of Mr. 
O’Dwyer, and if he completes his testimony before the end of the 
afternoon session, Mr. Raymond Leddy will be called to testify at 
that time. 

Mr. O’Dwyer, would you give us the dates in which you served as 
Ambassador to Mexico? 


TESTIMONY OF HON. WILLIAM O’DWYER, FORMER AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO 


Mr. O’ Dwyer. October 1950 to December 1952. 

Mr. Hitiines. And prior to that time you were mayor of the city of 
New York, is that correct ? 

Mr. O°’ Dwyer. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. HILLINGs. You have held humerous Federal and State posi- 
tions. I think it would be well to establish your record in govern- 
ment, 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I suppose I should begin by noting that I was a 
policeman in New York City in 1917 to 1923. I practiced law 7 years; 
city magistrate from 1932 to 1938. 

Mr. Hitires. Will you speak a little louder ? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. I was judge in Kings County, N. Y., from 1938 to 
1940. I was district attorney for Kings County from 1940 to 1942. 
In June I entered the Army — 

Mr. Hiniies. Could I ask the cooperation of the photographers, 
please, don’t get between the Chair and the witnesses, because it is 
very difficult to ask questions, and although we want to cooperate in 
every way possible with the photographers, it is important that we 
are able to conduct our business without any interference so far as the 
witnesses are concerned. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I entered the Army in June 1942 as a major; left in 
1945, in February, as brigadier general. 

Mr. Hittrnes. What was the nature of your assignment in the mili- 
tary ¢ 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I was assigned for about 10 weeks to military police 
in Governors Island, and after that I was transferred to Procure- 
ment Division of the Air Corps. In June 1944 I was assigned to FEA 
duty in Algiers as ranking American officer on the Allied Control 
Commission, and afterward billeted in Rome. After that I reported 
to the Commander in Chief at Washington in September of 1944, after 
which, in February of 1945 I was assigned as Executive Director of 
the War Refugee Board in Washineton, D. C. Following that, in 
May of that year, | resigned, and I was elected mayor of New York 
City that fall, November 1945: took office in 1946; remained there and 
was reelected in 1949, and left New York ¢ ‘ity to come to Mexico (¢ ity 
in 1950, arriving there November 11, and there I remained until 1952. 
in December, when I withdrew from the Service and went into the 
practice of law in Mexico City, where I still am, as a resident enjoving 





g 


STROM eying 


é 
! 
Pi 








COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA Lo9 


the status of emigrante, that is, with permission of the Government, 
and ane mployed as a counselor fora law firm. 

Mr. Hinuines. You are still an American citizen, is that correct ‘ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. That is correct, and I hope to die one. 

Mr. Hituines. In this wide variety of government work in which 
you partic ipated, Mr. O'Dwyer, have you had any particular assign- 
ment that has been most inte resting to you, or have the \ all been ditfer 
ent and of varying interest ‘ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I would say they were all interestin 
all. 

Mr. Hituines. How long did you serve as Ambassador to Mexico 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Two years, sir. 

Mr. Hitiinxes. Now, you have a prepared statement, Mr. O’Dwyer 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Yes, sit 

Mr. HILuinGs. I believe copies have been made available to the press. 
The members of the committee have copies, and there are extra copies 
here at the table, in the event we need some more for distribution. It 
might be well at this time if you proceed with your statement. Would 
you have ob yyection to inte) rruptions from time to time for questions, or 
would you prefer to read the state ment in its entirety ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Not at all, Mr. Chairman; as you wish, sir. 

Mr. HiILuincs. We may from time to time interrupt you to ask you 


yy I liked them 


questions on certain points raised by your prepared statement. You 
may proceed. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Thank you. May I have permission to note my ad- 
dress; you may need that ? 

Mr. Hitines. What is your present address ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. The name is William O’Dwyer, 230 Agua Street, 
Pedregal, Mexico, D. F. . 

Mr. Hituies. Is that your home address ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. That is the home address. 

Mr. Hiturncs. You are engaged in the practice of law in Mex 
that correct ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. At no. 1, Paseo de la Reforma. 

Mr. Hitiines. And what is the name of your law firm ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. O’ Dwyer, Bernstein & Correa. 

Mr. Chairman, I greatly appreciate the invitation of your subcom 
mittee to testify at these hearin ‘ 

As you know, I am greatly interested in Latin American affairs. 
I had the privilege of serving the United States Ambassado) 


‘ ra | 


j 


to our 
neighboring Republic of Mexico. ] have resided In Mexico since my 
retirement from the Foreign S service 2 years ago. | sympathize fully 


with the aspirations of the Latin American people for a better life. 

Your committee, Mr. ¢ (Taivaseis daa atten bee) fully informed of 
the Communist consp] racy to seize control of Latin American Repub- 
lics and of the threat it reprecent 1 8 doaaiebbee eonecn ele 


It is my firm conviction that Latin America today represents the 
most vital area of foreign affairs for the United States Government. 
It is the source of our largest and most profit able foreign trade, both 
exports and imports. With the Iron Curtain stretchin o farther and 
farther into southeast Asia, it is obvious that American indus try will 


have to rely more and more on Latin America for various essential 
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raw materials that are vital to our civilian as well as our defense 
production. 

‘T he United States, of course, cannot afford to neglect anv area vt 
foreign affairs during this critical period. But surely, Mr. Chairman, 
the one area of all to which we should give top priority is to our neigh- 
boring republics, upon whom we must depend increasingly for co 
operation, friendship, and essential commodities. 

But the bitter truth is, as you yourself so aptly st tated 1 in your open- 
ing statement, and I quote: 


It is my deep belief that we in the United States have been woefully negligent 
of our Latin-American affairs. 

Mr. Congressman, you hit the bull’s-eye dead center with that 

mark, 

But I should like to add, sir, that these public hearings by your 
committee are rendering an extremely important service to correct 


1 1: 
that cor aition, 


[ have read with in terest mu h of the testimony that was presented 
to vour committee at its previous hearings 1 Washington. I agree 


wholeh« artedly with your own statement Scaueétias the great impor- 
tance of recent events in ( ruatemala. The revolution led by Col. ( ‘arlos 
Castillo Armas, which overthrew the Communist government of that 
country, was truly a dramatic and inspirit 19 thing. 

I do not know how much military training this small revolution: ary 
rm) had. It could not have been much. But the 250 men led by 
; astillo, and th: at’s all there were, crossed the Honduran bor- 

18 to challenge the Communist government of Arbenz, 
which boasted the largest and best equipped army in Central Amer- 

more than 6,000 well-trained troops. 
} ‘hese men in Castillo’s army knew that the price of failure meatit 
not only death but torture—torture so unspeakable as to sicken the 
hearts of men. Your committee has produced irrefutable evidence 
of the reign of terrorism imposed by the Arbenz government, and of 
the brutal tortures they inflicted on those poor souls who dared to 
oppose their Communist policies. 

Yet, in the fact of those grave risks and those tremendous odds, 
Castillo and his men invaded Guatemala, and as he told your com- 
mittee, “We kept our faith in God. And we won.” 

Surely, Mr. Chairman, as you have stated, this is a thing that should 
inspire freemen everywhere and give hope to the millions of enslaved 
people living in Iron Curtain countries. 

Mr. Huzurnes. Mr. O’Dwyer, if I might interrupt you right at this 
point. I think that is a rather significant statement. It has been said 
that some of the best allies the American people have are the S00 mil- 
lion people who now live behind the Iron Curtain, because they know 
what it is like to live under communism. You have indicated here 
what happened in the little country of Guatemala, a little country of 
3 million people, which came back from communism, the first country 
to really do that, will give hope to these millions of peop yle who live 
be hind the Iron Curtain today, and who would like to be free. Don’t 
you think that the United States and the other free nations should do 
everything they can to tell the peoples behind the Iron Curtain the 
story of what happened in Guatemala ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. In this prepared statement, Mr. Chairman, I pro- 
pose later on to answer that question. I could answer it now. The 
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entire opening that is given these undeveloped countries, of com- 
munism, is the failure of those of us to pay attention to their eco- 
nomics. I know that now that they have made the sacrifice and won, 
that they themselves are looking to us and to the other democrac es 
to make sure that the conditions which allowed communism to come in 
in the first place are corrected; corrected, of course, without inter- 
fering with the sovereignty of their governments or their traditions; 
corrected by help, by mutual study, by assistance; and not only are 
the people behind the Iron Curtain watching to see what we are going 
to do, but all the peoples of Latin America, and I can tell you that 
the people of Mexico are looking to see what we are going to do now 
that the people have an opportunity to go into housekeeping for 
themselves in a democratic form of government. They’re watching to 
see what we are going to do 

Mr. Hiturnes. When you say “We” do you mean the United States? 

Mr. O’Dwyerr. The United States, yes, sir. We have assumed the 
leadership, and they look to us to carry through. 

Mr. Hitz1nGs. The United States, then, has the tremendous respon 
sibility to see to it that everything posible be done to prevent com 
munism from taking hold again in Guatemala ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Mr. Chairman, I think there can be no question of 
doubt about that. If we have assumed the leadership—and we have— 
the natural leadership in this fight for our own ideologies—but if our 
next-door neighbors are suffering from oppression and from domina- 
tion of communism, and they make the sacrifice to get r id of that, isn’t 
it logical, and it must be easily understood by the American people if 
they listen, if the message is carried to them, that that obligation to 
step in at the present time and correct the conditions that brought 
communism in in the first place, is an absolute responsibility of the 
United States, due to its position of leadership. However, I must 
again stress that that should not be done by any means as an attempt 
to buy their conscience. That nothing should be done, by any means, 
to interfere with their sovereignty. That must be respected at all 
times. But keeping that in mind, every other effort should be made to 
help them. Yes, sir, Il agree with you. 

Mr. Hitniines. You may proceed. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Thank you. 

Now, President Castillo testified, and his statement—th: it is, testl- 
fied on a recording—his statement to you, Mr. Chairman, is very sig- 
nificant. May I read the quotes from it? And this again 
with your question, sir— 





is in line 


But we who participated in the liberation have made a pledge, not only to 
Guatemala, but to the world. We are committed to show the world that Guate- 
mala, by democratic ways, can advance the welfare of all our people far beyond 
what was achieved under communism. Where the Communists lulled with 
promises, we must deliver results. As you said, Mr. Chairman, Guatemala is the 
first nation to return to democracy after having lived under Communist rule. 
We are on trial before the world. More than that, all democracy is on trial 
before the world in our small Republic of Guatemala. 


That is strikingly said, and is a better answer to Your Honor’s 
question than I could possibly have made. They are on trial, and 


more than that, we are on trial. What are we going to do to help 
them ? 
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I subscribe with all of the emp yhasis at my command, to the senti- 
ments e xpressed by President Castillo in his statement. I believe the 
OVE rwhel ming majority of the people ot the U nit ted States }0l h me in 


doing so. 


Well, I don’t know, maybe t they don’t all know the story. 


Mr. Hintines. Do vou think there is a great lack of knowledge on 
the part of the Americans of Latin American conditions / 
Mr. O°’ Dwyer. I think the great lack of knowledge is in the United 


States with respect to them. 

Mr. Hiruincs. That’sthe point I w = ak ing. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. We spend money telling them down there how rich 
we are. What we ought to do is spend some of that money in an 
effort up here to tell first of all what contribution they could make if 
their governments were developed on democratic lines, and they re- 
ceived financial and technical training to get on their feet. 

[t has been reported to your committee that the treasury of Guate- 
mala was looted by the Communists before they withdrew; that the 


new governme nt does not even have the funds to meet the Federal pay- 


olls; that a serious unemployment situation is developing; that bank 
failures may occur throughout the country unless the Government 
quickly finds the funds to meet its obligations to the commercial banks. 


[t is inconceivable that President Castillo Armas, however good his 
intentions may be, can ¢ arry out his pledge to show the world that 
Guatemala, by democratic ways, can advance the welfare of the people, 
far beyond what was achieved under the Communists, unless he re- 
ceives prompt and ample financil aid and cooperation from the United 
states. 

Consequently, the foreign policy of the United States is also on trial 
in Guatemala. Every nation in Latin America is watching to see 
how far the United States intends to go in he Iping Guatemala—the 
first nation ever to return from communism—in solving the acute 
economic and social problems it now faces. 

It has been reported, reliably, that Guatemala has requested a rela- 
tively small sum from the United States to help meet the immediate 
emergency, something in the neighborhood of 12 or 15 million dollars. 
That sure ly is nota I: arge sum compare d to the tens of billions that this 
country is spending to assist other areas of the world. 

Mr. Hiniuines. Mr. O'Dwyer, right at that point, you're extremely 
conscious of the political thinking of the American people, even from 
your present vantage point abroad—the American people at the 
present time according to virtually all the political prophets and 
prognostigators are very much unhappy about the fact that we have 
nee so much money assisting our friends abroad, and when the chips 

e down on the line as in the case of France recently, and the EDC— 
a y were not able to produce do you think we can actually make 
friends through merely providing money for them? Do you mean to 
imply that the granting of money alone can make the difference 
whether we can stop communism in Latin America? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. No, sir; I don’t mean that at all. As a matter of 
fact, I think the worst thing we could do is to make any attempt to 
buy the conscience of the people of Latin America. I do think, too, 
that there is certainly no comparison between the tens of millions that 
went into some of the places that you mentioned and the less than 
nothing at all that went to Latin America, our next-door neighbors. 
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I do think, however, that there are occasions where you must make 
up your mind for the defense of democracy in these coun tries, and 
the aid that that will give to ourselves and our le ade rship in this s fight 


ont 


that you have to spend sae money. I don’t mean buyin their 
friendship, I mean help t] 1em make studies of wnat eae r economic 
needs are I mean spending some money to convince the people in an 


area such as this so recently liberated from commun sm that democracy 
can be a great friend, a great way of life, and that will cost some money 


in the process, I think 1 t shoul be Wii le a vailal Ne, For example, 


how can we expect confidence in those people in democratic processes 
if they see economic chaos all around them / What good will that do 
us / How much better it would be to have a live demo racy n that 
country, keeping step with democracy everywhe re into the Tuture than 
to have them hopeless and looking at us as false prophets. I think that 


the few pennies that are requested to carry them over, to tide them 
over, particularly in this particularly troublesome period, should 


made available at the earliest possible opportunity, before matters 
are Worse. 
Mr. Hitiz1nes. I think in your statement later on you amplify that 


subject a little more; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. ( Y DwYeEr. | have gone into that, sir; yes 

Mr. Hitsines. All right, proceed. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Now, I hewn been informed regarding this request 
that thus far, however, 4 months after the revolution, not one penny 
has passed from the Government of the United States to the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala. 

Mr. Hiturnes. May I interrupt you again, Mr. O'Dwyer, Mr. Bent- 
ley has a question. 


Mr. BentrLey. a Ambassador—and I believe I am correct in the 


use of that title, think high-ranking and diplomatic and military 
titles carry on, dlon't they—shall we say Mr. Ambassador 
Mr. Huurcs. I did call him mayor, and general. We will call 


him Mr. Ambassador. 

Mr. Bentiey. It is my impression the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs— which of course has been ve ry muc h concern ed with the « ues- 
tion of foreign aid in all forms, probably the biggest problem, the 
biggest subject we have to deal with—it is my very defini ite impression 
that during the past session of Congress we al ithor ap appropriations 
for the Government of Guatemala, even at the time that that Govern- 
ment was Communist-dominated. It wasn’t a ‘eo program, but 
there was authorization for the money. I recently confirmed that 
impression W ith our preceding W itness, ( ‘ongressman Jackson. Now, 
I wae know what the source of your information for this statement 
is, sir, but I assume that when you say that no aid has gone to the 
me 3 Government of Guatemala since the up rising and overthrow of 
the previous government there last July, that you’re quite sure that it 
is reliable information ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. You are never sure of anything, but I am reasonably 
certain that that is true, that this government since the uprising and 
the V ic tory over communism hs is not received any money. 

Mr. Bentiey. I would like to point out in that connection—and I 
don’t recall the amount of aid that was authorized for Guatemala 
while Congress was in session; it wasn’t as large as 12 or 15 million 
dollars; it was mostly attempting an assistance program—but I would 








164 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


like to point out that with the transferability authority which we 
wrote into the foreign-aid legislation there is ample provision for‘ the 
Administration to transfer funds from any other part of the world or 
even from other countries of Latin America to Guatemala. If this 
statement is correct, and, as I say, I’m assuming it is correct, sir, I 
vant to point out, not because the Congress is out of session and not 
because there isn’t money available for Guatemala, that has caused 
the Administration to refuse or delay or whatever the situation may 
be, to get any form of assistance down there—Congress has thoroughly 
provided the Administration all possible assistance for such cases, 
for such unforeseen contingencies where a need has arisen, as I say, 
while Congress is out of session. I’m frankly amazed at such a state- 
ment, and I am amazed after having come before us and after having 
requested a small program of economic assistance for their previous 
Government of Guatemala, then Communist-dominated government 
of Guatemala, that now when that government has been ousted and a 
friendly free government has come into power, that no aid has been 
forthcoming in the past 4 months, such as you state. I’m amazed and 
shoe ‘ked. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Of course, Mr. Bentley, you can readily understand 
that there are many demands on our Government, and that it does 
take more than a week or a month sometimes to make a proper assign- 
ment. And certainly I wouldn’t believe that Congress authorized 
money under circumstances of this kind, that the agencies of Govern- 
ment responsible would wait too long until it was forthe oming to help 
out. The point that I am stressing he sre is that please see to it that it 
isn’t too long, that the decision is made as promptly as possible. Four 
months is too long under these circumstances, in my opinion. I would 
certainly urge that there is some favorable action taken on this thing 
before a condition of chaos takes place down in Guatemala. 

Mr. Brentiey. I may say that action will be taken with respect to 
making an inquiry of the State Department and the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration to see what the delay has been, and see if any 
excuse can be given for it. 

Mr. Hires. I might join in Congressman Bentley’s observation. 
I think it would be incumbent upon this subcommittee to direct such 
inquiries as soon as possible in order to get at the bottom of the state- 
ment that has been made by you, Mr. Ambassador, concerning as- 
sistance to this country, the first country that has come back from 
communism, You may proceed with the statement. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I will assure this subcommittee and the committee 
as a whole that these things are watched very carefully by the other 
countries there, and the importance of speedy action to alleviate the 
conditions down there in that country becomes doubly important be- 
cause of the attention that is called to it in Latin America. 

It does seem to me, Mr, Chairman, that the United States Govern- 
ment is running a very great risk, and at the same time ignoring a 
great opportunity. 1 do not have to draw a diagram to show this 
committee what will happen in the struggle between communism and 
democracy in Latin America, if through lack of interest, understand- 
ing, and assistance the people of Guatemala should lose confidence in 
a free government. On the other hand, I am equally sure that you 
can appreciate the reaction throughout all of Latin America, and, in- 
deed the whole world, if the United States should move promptly, 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA L165 


generously, and spontaneously in making avail: ible to President Cas- 
tillo’s vovernment the assistance and coope ration 1t needs so despe r- 
ately, to fulfill that magnificent pledge. The sakes “To show the 
world that Guatemala, by democratic ways, can advance the welfare 
of all the people f far beyond what was achieved unde communism.” 

But the need for a program of friendly cooperation Dy the United 
States toward Latin America is by no means restricted to Guatemala. 

Your committee has already disclosed convin hy evidence of the 

agg rressive program by the Communists, directed from Moscow, to 

intervene 1n the att: airs of Latin America, al ad of the dai ver 1t re p 
resents to the national secu ity of the United States—for the benefit 
of the Latin American reporters, the United States of North America. 

I am sure, however, that your committee will agree that its studies 
would not be complete without seeking the answer to the all-important 
question : What can be done about it / 

Mr. Chairman, that is the point to which I want to direct the 
balance of this statement. My views, of course, are based principally 
on my experience in Mexico. Nevertheless, I am convinced that the 
prob lems in Mexico can be found throughout Latin America; that 
the opportunities offered to the Communists fo nen subver 
sion, and aggression are the same. So, too, will the solutions to these 
problems be pretty much the same. 

I believe that Mexico provides an excellent case history of what 
could happen in any Latin American Republic, and has already 
happened in some, 

A few years ago Mexico had an extremely critical Communist 
problem. The Kremlin came within an ace of seizing control of 
Guatemala under Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, but the Mexican 
people, themselves, with the help and cooperation of the United 
States, succeeded in overcoming that threat. 

Today, Mr. Chairman, there is still a Communist movement in 
Mexico. But it is no longer a critical problem. 

Let me summarize very briefly the recent history of Mexico. For 
the purpose of this committee we can commence in 1917 when the 
prese nt Mexican Constitution was adopted. Prior to that date Mex- 
ico—or more accurately, prior to 1910 when the revolution began, 
Mexico, socially and economically Was semifeudalistic and semi- 
colonial. 

The entire economy of the country was based on the production of a 
few raw materials for foreign export and a few basic foodstuifs for 
the people. All manufactured products were 1m ported. 

And could I, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, em- 
phasize that that is practically a condition in most of the Latin 
American countries that we have to watch, the business of making 
it a raw-material country, buying practically all of its needs from the 
outside, sometimes at inflated prices; that is a condition that the 
Communists very quickly take advantage of and talk their heads off 
to the people about, and blaming particularly, of course, the country 
from which these items are imported. ; 

Since the beginning of the industrial revolution the only contacts 
that Mexico had with the r: apidly industrializing nations of E urope 
were those of exploitation. Their only contact with the United 


States, to put it bluntly, were also the contacts of exploitation. In 








166 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


both instances, it is hardly necessary to point out, the Mexicans were 
the exploited. 
At the time the constitution was adopted Mexico was a country of 
a very few wealthy people and millions of extremely impoverished 
and ‘ili terate ee It is an interesting fact that of the 18 million 
Mexicat s in 1917, the overwhelming majority were Indians. 
The new constitution gave to Mexico for the first time an oppor- 
tunity to govern itself without outside interference and under demo- 
cratic processes similar to those which we enjoy in the United States. 


Successive governments took measures to expand the country’ S econ- 
omy to deve lop li oht manuf: vcturing’ industries and to produce more 
and more of the goods needed for home consumption. The school 


system was greatly enlarged and efforts we re made to provide educa- 
tion to every child in Mexico regardless of the social and economic 
status of his f abe: 

For the first time a coordinated network of highways was pro- 
eramed to establish communications between the various producing 
ind consuming centers of Mexico and also with the United me 
The improved high way system opened up vi ast acreages of land which 
had previously not been cultivated because of inaccessibility. Dams 
and irrigation systems were built. Sanitation and disease-control 
rograms were inaugurated. Port facilities were improved. 

A highly important development during this era, Mr. Chairman, 
was the recognition of civil rights which has come to be regarded 
by the Mexican people as one of their most cherished political pos- 
sessions. Freedom of the press, and of speech, and of public assembly, 
even for the opposition. Freedom of religion. An effective civil and 
criminal judicial system. 

In brief, what transpired during that period since 1917 was that 
under democratic processes incentives were provided to even the most 
impoverished people of Mexico to work for the eradual improvement 
of their own status in life, and for the betterment of their country. 

It was inevitable, Mr. Chairman, that during this period the Com- 
munists, who always seize any issue that can be used to their advan- 
tage, should atte mpt toe Xp loit the aspir itions of the Mexican people 
to Improve their standards of livi ing. 

\s in most countries, they started with a small well-organized group 


of hard working intelligent agitators. Tl hey first foc used their at- 
tention on the intellectual and an groups and made, at least 
for a time, tremendous headway. Under the leadership of Vicente 


Lombardo Toledano the Communist Party managed to vet control of 
virtually the entire Mexican labor movement, and then, through Lom- 
bardo’s CTAL fan out into other Latin American countries. Also as 
a result of Lombardo’s efforts they burrowed into the country’s educa- 
tional system. 

Mir. Hriiines. Could I interrupt at this point to identify the letters 
CTAL? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. We know that as Lombardo’s union. I couldn't 
give you the breakdown on that. 

Mr. Hittites. I think it was identified, wasn’t it, in Congressman 
Jackson’s testimony? In other words, it is a labor union which has 
been controlled and dominated primarily by Vicente Lombardo Tole- 
dano? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. That is correct. 
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Mr. Hinurnes. It is actually inter-American, not necessarily co 
fined to Mexico ? 

Mr. O’Dwyerr. No; except that it is his, and he uses that to spread 
out. 

Mr. Hines. Is it affiliated with the WFTU, World Federation 

f Trade Unions / 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I don’t think so, not as such, maybe through kind 
unions. 

Mr. HiLLInGs. Toledano | as atte nded WFETI congresses through- 
out the world, hasn’t he / 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Mexico City, too. 


Mr. Hinurnes. That is a Communist-dominated iovement 

Mr. O’Dwrer. When | was in Mexico City it s practica rr 
sided over by President Fidel \ elasquez, z, Who is the labor represt nta 
tive in the Senate, the head of it, and no matter who came in, the 
AFL or CIO were there, the Lewis unions were there, most everybody 
was there, but the control of the meeting was tl hands of Senato1 
Fidel Velasquez, and that one, it’s the one I had contact with while I 


was still Ambassador. What they do at other times, I don’t know 

Mr. HILLINGs, You may proceed. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. There was a time that the Communists were literally 
within an inch of gaining control of the Government of Mexico—and 
that is through that same agency, through that same group. 

Mr. Hitirncs. What was the approximate time of this when tl ey 
were gaining control? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I would say it would run anywhere from 1925 down 
to the forties. 

Mr. Hin11Nés. And that was probably the he oht of Communist 
infiltration and domination; is that right? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Yes; it would be around the time of Ambassador 
Oumanski and just about that period, 

Mr. Haines. Constantine Oumansky, who was Ambassador to 
Mexico from Russia? 


Mr. O’Dwyer. At that time, Mr. Chairman, you were about 10 to 
14 years away from the revo or dig Mexico was struggling very hard 
at that time. It was an idea! time for the Communists to come in if 
they ever more to make. | realy cl it was in that period. They, as 
a matter of fact, did make headway in that period. But as the eco- 


nomi pshane te of the country improved—thot is. as the highwavs 
improved, communications improved, the airplane improved, tele- 
vision and radio improved—radio ecole. hew Sspapers, Cll lation 
grew all of these things helped to @lve a norma! education on the 
subjects to the people of Mexico, and the trend away from communism 
kept growing as it has until the present condition has been arrived at. 

Mr. Hitxiines. Wasn’t it at this time of the crucial per iod of Com- 
munist ascendency in Mexico that the expropriation of American oil 
took place? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. 1938 

Mr. HILLINGs. Who was President of Mexico at that time? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Lazaro Cardenas. However, I would like to make 
a statement on that—that there have been 2 or 3 Si¢ des to that question 
It has worked out well for Mexico, that expropriation. It has given 
them a basis to a point where their network of highways has been built 
without the help of one penny from outside sources. I might also say 
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that this committee might be interested to know Senator Bermudez, 
head of Pemex, has done one of the most remarkable jobs of deve lop- 
ment for their own industry—and that is one of the things, gentlemen, 
that I stress and hope not too much—but once the economic situation 
sti abil: zed in the country, such as it was in Mexico, principally as it 
was because of the development of this source of power, the influence 
of communism became less and less in Mexico. I’m not too sure that 
the expropriation of the oil wells for use within Mexico wasn’t one 
of the best methods by which to defend the cor untry against the infil- 
tration and aggression of the Kremlin. I would be inclined to say 
that it was. I’m sure I would meet a number of people here in Los 
Angeles who wouldn’t agree with me. 

Mr. Hiwaui1Nas. | think you will find a considerable difference of 
opinion in this area of the country, Mr. Ambassador. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I know, but that’s the way I see it. 

Mr. Hittines. We appreciate your frankness. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. However—and this is a point that I cannot stress 
too hard—the Mexican people became aware of the threat to their 
liberties. They recognized the incompatibility of communism, sub- 
servient to the dictates of Moscow, and their own nationalistic aspira 
tions; and, Mr. Chairman, at this point and on that very point, I 
brought along a copy of the recent law—election law this year—and 
I respectfully call attention of the committee to article 29——— 

Mr. Hiuurnes. Just amoment. For the purpose of the record, this 
is a copy of the election law of Mexico as it applies at the present 
time / 

Mr. O’Dwyer. As amended this year. 

Mr. Hiiires. Let’s mark that as “Exhibit 1” for identification 
purposes, and you may proceed in quote from it [on file in com- 
mittee records }. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. And may I call attention to article 29, section 2, 
and section 3; article 29 is a section—section 2, rather, of article 29 
says that all parties must agree, political parties, to act publicly 
W ithin the prece pts of the politic al Constitution of the United Mexican 
States and respect the institutions created by said constitution. 


Article 29, subdivision ITT, says: 


Stipulate in the charter the ban to make agreements or contracts which would 
place the party in the position of subordinate to an international organization 
or dependent upon foreign political parties. 

Now, this actually prohibits that any political party, without men- 
tioning communism by name, of course, but any political party, this 
proscribes that kind of conduct. And also in another part of it here 
is that a party must have at least 75,000 enrolled party members to 
be a political party in the Republic, and the Communists have not 
been able to come anywhere near that in recent time. They might 
have at one time, but now now. 

Mr. Hitxiines. Without objection, exhibit 1 will be accepted for the 
record. 

Isn’t it true, though, Mr. Ambassador, Guatemala had an article 
in its constitution known as article 32 which technically outlawed 
the Communist Party, which provided that no political party could 
exist dominated by a foreign party; nevertheless Communists suc- 
ceeded in taking over Guatemala contrary to provisions of their 
constitution ¢ 
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Mr. O'Dwyer. The important thing is that when they did take 
it over they just disregarded 32. However, in the case of Mexico, 
it has tightened up the laws on elections and politic ul parties, wl 
in effect outlaws the Communist Party in Mexico. 

Mr. Hitires. Do you think that provision will be far more suc- 
cessful in keeping communism out of Mexico than was a similar 
provision in the Guatemalan Constitution. In this case the Govern- 
ment is enforcing the constitution, whereas the pro-Communist Gov- 
ernment in Guatemala didn’t enforce it ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. All I say is this, Mexico is very strong for civil rights 
and very strong for seeing’ democratic processes, and their econonry 
is a good sound situation, and every day the influence of communism 
is getting so much less down there that today it is almost laughed at. 
The little party that is left is divided into three splintered groups 
down there. I should have brought along some cartoons. In one of 
the newspapers, I believe it was Excelsior—if I may, I will send them 
to the committee when I get back—Diego Rivera, who came into the 
Communist Party, he himself never drew a cartoon as funny as the 
one he drew in the paper of himself squeezed into a uniform, salut 
ing acommissar. They just laughed at the situation. It’s not taken 
seriously at all. I don’t think we could draw any comparison between 
the danger of communism today with what it was in Guatemala. 

During the Presidency of Miguel Aleman, Communist domination 
of the labor movement was broken. ‘Today Lombardo controls only 
a small fraction of the Mexican workers. I am informed that prior 
to the recent revolution in Guatemala, Lombardo’s influence in that 
country was far superior to that which he exercised in his native 
Mexico. 

Today the Communist Party is divided into three splinter groups In 
Mexico, that is, the Communists—it’s not a political party now. Com- 
munists gener: ally are divided into three sp ylinter groups. The Gov- 
ernment 1s rigidly curbing their activities. Just this last session of 
Congress an election law—and that’s the one I have introduced—was 
passed making illegal any arrangements which would place a Mexican 
political party subservient or subordinate to an international organ 
ization or a foreign political party. This in effect outlaws any political 
activities by the Communist Party of Mexico. It is similar to the 
famous article 32 of the Guatemalan Constitution, which was ignored 

v Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, and regarding which your com- 
mittee has heard some testimony. 

I do not wish to olve the impression that there is no lon 


eh 


hn rer a Com- 


munist movement in Mexico, or that the Mexican Communists no 


longer represent a menace. As long as there are Communists any 
place they represent a danger not only to = an country, but to 
democracy all over the world. Many Mexicans are deeply disturbed 


at the presence of hundreds of Guatemalan Communists who have been 
granted asylum in their country. The right of asylum is a peculiarly 
Latin-American custom. It is deeply embedded in the Latin tradi- 
tions. The present status of the Communist refugees from Guatemala 
is now a legal one, to be decided in the courts in accordance with the 
laws and customs of Latin America. 

Mr. Hiiines. Again may I interrupt? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Yes. 
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Mr. Hitxres. It is true that the top Communist leaders of Guate- 
mala, including President Arbenz, former chief of the civil guard, 
Col. Cruz Wer, and Maj. Jaime Rosenberg, former chief of the 
secret or judicial police, and a number of other such leading lights in 
the Communist world are currently in Mexico, where they have taken 
refuge and have been given asylum, although the matter is before the 
courts insofar as the possibility of returning them to Guatemala is con- 
cerned ? 

Mr. O’Dwyerr. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Himtnes. So that in Mexico today we have a cadre of the 
leadersh P of a country that was communistic at the time they were 
there? 

Mr. O’Dwyrr. Yes. As a matter of fact, when I left Mexico City, 
Cruz Wer and Rosenberg were in prison at the time, and their case is 
before the Supreme Court of Mexico to decide whether or not they 
should be deported. 

Mr. Hitziies. Be returned to Guatemala under extradition ? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. That question was not decided when I left Mexico. 


It is still pending, and Cruz Wer and Rosenberg were in prison await- 
ing that decision. However, I have a remark to make on that that I 
1 ] : 1 } — “ . Mr. ( ho 3 2 ‘ ‘ | hs ‘ hi . , , ® 
think might be reassuring, Mr. Chairman, and that is t! 11S. However, 
it 18 1 = int to point out that the Mexican peop yle and Government 
are Tully are ot the potential dan gers to their own security that 


might satel if these Guatemalan Communists oe politicaily ac- 
tive. One of the express reservations in the right of asylum is that the 
claimant engage in no political activity whatsoever in the country in 


which he takes refuge. Iam confident that the Mexican Government 
will rigidly enforce that restriction. 
In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to refer to what I believe 


is the most important part of the study being conducted by your com- 
mittee. That is the constructive part of your study. Your hearings 
have conclusively established the fact of a conspiri ic y directed from 
the Kremlin to intervene in the internal affairs of Western Hemi- 


sphere Republics. Now the question arises, the question which you 
Members of Congress must face, What can be done about it ? 
May I offer two suggestions? First, it is absolutely paramount that 


a concerted effort be made to inform he Ameri ‘1€ an ‘public, the press, 
and the Government regarding the Latin American people themselves 
and their economic, social, and political icicles 

I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that we stop, or, rather, curtail, these 
propaganda programs that tell the people of Latin America how rich 
ve are and how better our life is than theirs. ‘The impoverished people 

Mexico know only too well that they do not have the food, the 
clothing, the necessities or the luxuries that are enjoyed by American 
workers. 

But it certainly does not improve the relations between our two 
peoples for us to be continually reminding them of that fact. 

If we want to spend money for propaganda, why don’t we start a 
camps ign to tell the people of the United States what fine people the 
Mexicans are? And, Mr. Chairman, they are fine people. They are 
courteous people, they are a friendly people, a hard-working people. 

They possess a simple dignity which is one of the strong traits of 
the Latin Americans. That feeling of the dignity of the individual 
is one of the greatest assets that we have in the ideological battle 


we 
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between democracy and communism, which as you know subverts and 
crushes the dignity of man. 

The second suggestion | would like to ady ince 1s that the United 
States, not only out of friendship for Latin America, but also in its 
own self-interest, undertake an intelligent, long-range program to 
cooperate with the frie ndly peop les south of the Rio Grande in theu 
efforts to develop their economies and improve their standards of 
living. 

Not a lavish, multi-billion-dollar grant as we have undertaken in 
so many areas of the world, but an intelligently planned and truly 
cooperative program in which we must recognize: (a) That the Latin 
American nations will in no way impair their sovereign rights by 


participating in the program. We are not trying to Db Ly thelr con 
science; (6) that such a program is Just as vital to our own country as 
it is to the Republics of Latin America 

The day may not be far away when our industry will be almost 
totally dependent upon those countries for many essential mate! ul 


In order to produce those products, highways must be built, port 
constructed, engineerIng and mining surveys col ted. hundreds of 
millions of dollars in « apit al invested. 

If the proper climate s created, lam certa it much o1 e captl 
will be supplied by private America erests. Nevertheless, we 
would be ignoring realities if we expects rivate capital to do th 
whole job. Some funds must of necess C\ e ip} ed DY the vover!l 
ments in Javing the groundwork. 

Should the Government of the | ited States enter into su a pro 
gram, and supply a reasonable proportion of the funds needed, it will 
not be purchasing the friendship of the peoples of Latin America. 
W hat you will be doing is helping to create bn ial good | md 
strengthening democracy throughout the Western Hemisphere to the 
point that it can soon be made invulnerable to Communist penetration. 

That is the end of ny prepared statement, sir. . 

Mr. Hinuines. Mr. Ambassador, it is an excellent statement, right to 
the point, and gives us considerable suggestions as to questions we 


would like to ask. It is the noon hour, and | Cit k t migut ve we | in 
few Inoments to recess. | would like to ask one question JUst before 
we do that, unless Mr. Be l tley has one at this t me. 

Mr. Benriey. I will defer questions. 

Mr. Hiniines. One question I would like to ask: 

Do you think the present technical assistance program is sufficient, 
or do you think it is inadequate insofar as the Western Hemisphere 
is concerned ¢ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. You mean point 4 so-called ? 

Mr. Himurnas. Yes. 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. I believe that some countries are sufliciently far ad- 
vanced where the point t would be of oreat service, and will be e mnouch. 
But I think a helpless country like Tiuatebiiale must be at this very 
moment, point 4 would be just playing at it, it would not be enough at 
all. It would have to be a much more forceful ap proac th. 

Mr. Hiuurnes. 1 have just been reminded that the present appro- 
priation for that program is about $40 million for some 21 re publies, 
which is considerably less than the appropriation for some other areas 
of the world. 
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Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, of course, at a serious hearing like this we 
should take advantage of this opportunity to say that the failure of 
the United States to give as much attention to our neighbors to the 
south especially in the undeveloped field, is one of the things that you 
hear most frequently in Mexico among the people—not particularly 
from Mexico but for the whole of the hemisphere. We have left almost 
a hundred million people work out their problems in their own way 
while we have bee n going across the Atlantic and pouring money into 
places where we're getting very little for it. On the other hand, you 
have potential friendships, spiritually and actually physically for 
minerals, foodstuffs, and everything that is so necessary in a time of 
stress—you have it right here. You have friendship if you only just 
say that you want it and respect the dignity of the people themselves. 
On the other hand, you go across to Europe, and look what happens. 

Now, it’s not always easy to look back and say it should be better. 
While maybe it was a fine experiment at the time, but one thing is cer- 
tain, the failure to take care of Latin America is the failure to take 
care of our own interests, in my opinion. 

Mr. Hitsines. Mr. Ambassador, many people have wondered why 
you have gone to Mexico City to live and to work. Could you tell us 
a little bit about your reasons for living there ? 

Mr, O’Dwyer. Well, it’s only 5 hours from Los Angeles, that’s one 


good point. It’s not an isolated thing today. Communications have 
brought us all close together. It’s a new country, fighting to get on 
its feet, it’s practically on its feet. There are great “business oppor- 
tunities, I will say that [am very happy there, very happy with the 
people. I feel a great interest in what they’re doing. I’m very proud 
to be a part of their efforts to make a better place for their working 
people, for their masses. The program of their Government is a 


good program. It’s well followed up, within their means. Oh, I 
would say that it is nice to come up here once in a while and meet 
congressional committees and some old friends. Lots of things in 
Mexico are good, but the best thing that happened to me is that I got 
my health back. Now I’m enjoying life. That is one of the reasons 
why I have stayed there for as long as God let me stay on this earth. 

Mr. Hintines. You intend to remain in Mexico City ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Hinzines. Thank you very much, Mr. Ambassador. The com- 
mittee will have a series of questions to ask you in the afternoon ses- 
sion, and we will now recess until 2 p. m. 

\t 12:25 p. m. a recess was taken until 2 p. m. of the same day, 
Thursday, October 14, 1954.) 
\FTERNOON SESSION, 2 P. M. 

Mr. Hititines. The subcommittee will come to order. We resume 
our hearings in Los Angeles, to continue the testimony of Mr. William 
(Dwyer, former United States Ambassador to Mexico. Mr. Ambas- 


sador, you have completed your formal statement. I know there are 
some further questions the committee would like to ask you at this 
time. I would like to refer particularly to page 6 of your formal 


statement, in which you said the following: 

A few years ago Mexico had an extremely critical Communist problem. The 
Kremlin came within an ace of seizing control of the Mexican Government, 
just as it succeeded a few years later in gaining control of Guatemala under 
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Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, sut the Mexican people, themselves, with the 
help and cooperation from the United States, succeeded in overcoming that 
threat. 


You went on to discuss a little of the history of the problem in Mexico. 
But I wonder if we could refer specifically to the statement that a few 
years ago Mexico had an extre a critical Communist problem, and 
if you might elaborate on the reasons why you think the Mexican 
Government and the Mexican peop le have successfully withstood what 
was an apparent attempt on the part of the Communists to gan 
control ¢ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I think the statement calls for a short discussion, at 
least, of the history of Mexico. If you will recall, Mr. Chairman and 
Mr. Bentley, we dise ussed a condition i in Mexico that ran for about 400 
years, in which native people—we mentioned, as you recall, 18 million 
in 1917—and for the most part pure- blooded Indi: ans—you will recall 
that we were discussing four centuries almost of complete domination, 
physical, legal, even financial—even complete domination from the 
outside, Two centuries of that in Spanish and maybe two and a half. 
The balance ran into France, Austria, and then came. of course, the 
aggressions of the United States of that period. Now, we talked 
about the people feeling that they were e xploited. Well, the truth is 
they were. No question about it. Then came the revolution of 191 
under Madero, and for 7 years you had nip and tuck to see who would 
take over. Finally, in 1917, all forces met at Seen, about 75 
miles north of Mexico. There the constitution was formed, all parties 
agreed; and in that constitution they bound themselves to — ’ 
system of government 100 percent laid out by Jefferson and the found 
ing fathers at Philadelphia. So that you began with that. But the 
if you do, you start off without any money, you start off with 1917, 
1918 and 1919—perh: ips even the members of this committee are old 
enough to remember the Pancho Villa depredations and the Pershing 
escapades, following him through hill and dale down there. I think 
you remember that. You were very young, I will grant you, but I 
remember it very well. And the general picture of Mexico at that 
time was one of great chaos; and yet when they once put that consti 
tution on paper, signed it and ratified it by the various States, they 
really had something to work with, precisely as vou had it in Phila 
delphia in 1778 and 1779, and based a that they proceeded into house- 
keeping. 


Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, Mexico is a big, big place, and Ger 
eral Pershing couldn’t catch Pancho Villa because he didn’t know the 
mule trails all over the mountains. That is all you had. There was no 


other means of communications except by foot or by horseback. This 
is a mountainous country, especially the central section, and commu- 

nications were very bad. The new Government had to set up an edu- 
cational and health system. It had to provide plans to initiate and 
maintain a local economy. It had very little to work with except 
what God had given them in their valleys, and that was a fairly rich 

soil. They had very big haciendas where they had the mass of people 
working for them—almost patronized in their little homes—eared for 
rather carefully, of course. by the owners, but at the same time it was a 
feudal setup. The Government. of course, went into the business of 
dividing up these haciendas and letting the farmers themselves own 
small tracts called ejidos. These ejidos have continued up to the pres- 
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ent time, and each new President as he came along took occasion to 
divide up these lands. That did not apply to the cattle land or grazing 
land or private cultivation land, foodstuffs. In the meantime there 
was still confusion, there was still lack of money. 

Around that time Mr. Morrow went down as Ambassador. I may 
Say that-— 

Mr. Hituines. That is Mr. Dwight Morrow ? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. Dwight Morrow. 

Mr. Hiuines. Yes. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I must Say that to this day it will be the joy and the 
privilege of any Ambassador, no matter who goes down there, to do as 
vood a job as Mr. Dwight Morrow did, and his family. It was a 
beautiful job, and he is remembered with cleep affection in Mexico to 
tl) time. 

Mr. Hitiincs. When did Morrow serve as Ambassador ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. That would be about 20 years ago. Now, of course, 
the contribution of Mr. Morrow and the policies of that time made 
bie change. The drive for control, and I’m sure that the political 
forces of the United States of that time have no idea of the extremes 
to which communism would go, still and all they must have had some 
kind of an intuition, because the things that were done at that time in 
setting up a good banking system, a good sound banking system, and 
with the Tri ndly influence of Mr. Morrow at all levels—of course, he 
had to be supported by the Government—lI think that in itself turned 
the tide, because from then on you had, every day you had an improve 
ment in the conditions, look Ing at that count ; from a democratic 
standpoint, really a high respect for as rights and great 
respect Tor their obligations, both to the Government and to their 
Maker and themselves. And I would say at that time, and a little 
later, say in 1938, you had of course the expropriation of oil. As ] 
said this morning, Mr. Chairman, I think history will look back a 

undred years from now to that very act, even though it looked at the 
time as a piece of injustice, ! , In fact, say, well, thank 
God they did, because it set the country on such a sound financial basis. 
You might know Pemex, the oil combine of the Government, enjoys 
one of the best credits of any agency of that kind in the world. Any 
bank will accept their paper, and it is one outfit that they will accept 
without any hesitation, and they have furnished the basic power to 
give that nation an opportunity to grow industrially to a point where 
they can supply a great deal of their own needs. I would say that if 
I were to put my finger on a time when Mexico was in great danger o1 
Communist infiltration it would be around that period of Mr. Morrow. 
I think from then on the battle was all ours. I think the people of 
Mexico, if we only knew it, were among the best friends the United 
States have got in the world. Don’t insult them, don’t pick on them, 
us we say. 

Mr. Hitiines. Well, now, earlier this year, Mr. Ambassador, as I 
am sure you are aware, and my distinguished colle ague, Mr. Bentley, 
who former ly served as a Fore ign Service officer, is partic ularly aware 
of this problem, the American people and the nations of the free world 
were quite surprised when Mexico refused to join in the resolution at 
Caracas, which would have formed a strong, united front against com- 
munism in the Western Hemisphere. Mexico actually abstained, 
along with Argentina, from participating in that resolution, and, of 
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course, Guatemala was actually opposed to it. That was a time when 
the Communist government still existed in Guatemala. ( oman you 
give us any background on that picture, and perhaps some explanatio 
as to why Mexic ‘0 took the position it did at that time? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, of sora Mr. Chairman, I was not in the Em 
bassy at that time, and while I do not | 
in the minds of the Mexican representatives at that time, ot] 
to say what well informed people among’ ft ends Or mine h ive sald 
to me—and if the committee will take it with that limitation I will 
be very happy to say that 

Mr. Hitzines. Let me just say this, the s 
one of the best-informed men in Mexico. 1 
you are here before us today, and we will be very happy to listen to 
your views, because we consider them extremely important 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I feel that from talking 
to many Mexicans, and many others, too, many Americans who resid 
there, I feel that at that time there was a creat deal of misunderstand 
ing. I would like to refer to that a little later. M yl eit wasn’t ne 
sarily a misunderstanding, but there was a great feeling of discontent 


lave any reason to sav what was 


ibe rn mittee considers Vo 


vat’s the ch ef reason why 


over the influe nce that a certan busn ess corporation, United Sta 
business corporation, exerted in that country. 
Mr. Hiiwuinas. Do you feel vou could name t] orporation ? 


Mr. O’ Dwyer. United Fruit Co. 

Mr. Hirtres. United Fruit Co. ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Yes. Now, I don’t like to mention this too 
because I don’t know the facts on it except there was a strong fee is 
that we were supporting an American investment in Guatemala rather 
than interfering with the Government because of its communi 
tendencies: and the stro a fee ling n Mexico that I found was ind 
I’ve always felt it wis a mistake on the part o] the United States— 
that they cid not make clear their position W th regard to arguments 
between the United Fruit Co. a = (vovernment in Guatemala, at 
point out that if this coun try had any interest whatsoever in an arg 
ment between that Government and t the United Fruit Co.. that it sho 
be clear what it was. Because Mexico is not too well-informed, the 
man in the street isn’t; he gets it from local papers and it depends 
upon what paper he reads. It’s too bad that there wasn’t a clearer 
statement made at that time, at the time of the Caracas convention. 
That thing would have had a better effect on public opinion in Mexico 
if they knew that there was no quest! ion upon the part of our Govern- 
ment of defending or following or taking anv measures to interfere 
between a corporation ere: oadeseae in Guatemala and its govern- 
ment. But our interest, if at all, was that throughout the whole hemi- 
sphere we wanted as muc h cooperation as pee ble to defend ourselves 
against the aggressions and attacks and chi ‘anery of communism. 
1 would say that in Mexico at that period they did not at all feel that 
Mexico was wrong in saying that it would have to wait, take each case, 
and only approach a sister government with any kind of intervention 
when it became a question of a threat to the democracies. 

Mr. Hinxures. Well, the point you re m: king, then, is that Mexico 
in not supporting the United States position at Caracas earlier this 
year was not necessarily taking a stand which would be favorable to 


communism, but what the Mexican Government was doing in that 
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position was to point up the fact that it wanted to know more about 
the situation before actually taking a stand, is that correct ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Precisely, Mr. Chairman, that is exactly the impres- 
sion that I rot from the man in the street. 

Mr. Hitiies. Actually, after the anti-Communist forces of Castillo 
Armas overthrew the Communist government of Guatemala. Mexico 
quickly joined the United States in the recognition of that new gov- 
ernment, is that correct? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Hiniies. And today would you say that if such a resolution 
were again brought up at Caracas that Mexico would have little hesi- 
tation 1n joining and sup porting us ona simil: ar proposition 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I beg to be excused from answering that question. 
I don’t know the answer to it. 

Mr. Hitzines. How many Communists, how many known Commu- 
nists would you say there are in Mexico today? I realize you would 
have to make a guess. What would you say the figure would be? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Could I refer toa note that was given to me by Father 
Velazquez? 

Mr. Hiuuines. Would you identify him? 

Mr. O’Dwyrr. I think I mentioned him earlier. 

Mr. Hitires. Would you identify him at this point, just to make 
sure ¢ 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Yes. I visited him at his office. He is the priest 
in charge for the diocese of Mexico, and for the entire Republic, in 
keeping informed on these matters, and I believe somewhere here, 
somewhere I have that. I think his figures are very low. 

Mr. Hiniines. He doesn’t think there are too many numerically ; 
is that right? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. Many Communists ? 

Mr. Hirzineas. Yes. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. After your invitation, I went to see him. In fact 
I was referred to him as an expert. Ihave found it. The clergyman 
to whom I refer is Dr. Pedro Velazquez, initial H., director of social 
secretariat of Mexico. His church is De Garay Street, No. 6, Mexico, 
D. F. Now, Father Velazquez states that the number of Communists 
caleulated by the newspaper El] Universal of April 26, 1954, places 
registered Communists at 5.000, of which 1,500 are in the Federal Dis 
trict of Mexico (¢ ity. 

Mr. Hriurnes. What was the date of that ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. April 26, 1954. 

Mr. Hires. 5,000 Communists in Mexico, and 1,500 in the Fed- 
eral District ? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. In the Federal District. Now, of course, I assume 
that he is not counting pinks and fellow travelers. I assume these 
are the registered ones. He has also given me a list here of 12 outfits 
that are the main organizations of what Communists there are. Per 
haps I would offer this in evidence for the consideration of the 
committee. 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 177 


Mr. HiILLINGs. This is a Statement of this clergyman; is that cor 
rect / 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Thatisright. I will pin his card to the exhibit 

Mr. Hituines. All right, we will mark it as “Exhibit 2” for identi- 


fication, and if there’s no ob jection, it will be accepted for the purposes 
of the record. Does he list Communist-front organizations in that? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. There are 12 of them. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Twelve Communist fronts? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. Yes. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Where do most of them center ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I imagine, from my own ee I would look 
for them practically completely in the intellectual front. 

Mr. Hitures. Intellectual circles? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. That is right. 

Mr. Hriurmes. Teachers and journalists? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Not too many of them, not too many journalists as 
such, but free-lance writers, artists, musicians. However, I want to 
correct any impression on that—some of our best and strongest sup 
porters are in that same field. I have one here, for example, one os 
the best-known, Jose Vasconcelos. I have a little pamphlet that he 
wrote here that I would like to also present, especially for one quote 
that I think would be pertinent to this hearing in a general way. 

Mr. Hitxirncs. We will mark that as “Exhibit 3” for identification. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I have the quote translated for your convenience. 

Mr. Huuines. All right, if there is no objection, that will be re- 
ceived for purposes of the record. 

1. Number of Communists is calculated at less than 5,000 (El Universal, 
April 26, 1954) the majority of which are located in te Federal District, 
approximately 1,500 in number. 

The main organizations: 

1. Mexican Communist Party, with various subcommittees and publications 


2. Comité Mexicano Pro-Paz, headed by Gen. Heriberto Jara (winner of the 
Stalin prize), Lombardo Toledano, and Dionicko Encina. 


3. ConfederaciOn de Jévenes Mexicanos, controlling student clubs mainly 
4. Club de Progresistas Norteamericanos, including all United States citizens 


unwanted in their own country 
5. Instituto Cultural de Intercambio Mexicano-Ruso, having direct contact 


with the Russian Embassy and including men like Victor Manuel Villasefor, 
manager of the boxcar factory for the National Railroad; Ricardo J. Sevada, 
general manager of the Banco Nacional de Comercio; Angel Bassols Batalla, 


son of the well Known Marxist, Narciso Bassols 

6. Liga Popular Israelita de México, who demand money from the local 
Jews who have relatives behind the Iron Curtain lhe society also sustains 
the Art Cine Club that has two weekly exhibitions of Communist propaganda 
films 

7. Movimiento de la Juventud Popular, another youth organization 

8. Partido Obrero Campesion Mexicano, which broke away from the Partido 


Communista Mexicano, but with such well-known Communist leaders as Valentin 
Campa, Alberto Lumbreras, Miguel Aroche Parra 
9. Partido Popular, headed by Vicente Lombardo Toledano, Constancio 


Hernindez Arvide, Enrique Ramirez y Ramfrez 
10. Union Democritica de Mujeres Mexicanas, a woman’s Communist or- 
ganization. 
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11. Union General de Obreros y Campesinos Mexicanos, used for infiltration 
in labor unions. Headed by Agustin Guzman 

12. Universidad Obrera de México, directed by Vicente Lombardo Toledano, 
Rafaell Carrillo, Adriana Lombardo, Lic. Maria Teresa Puente 

The Secretariat of Education is practically controlled by high-ranking Com 
munists in all key positions. Almost all the heads of the departments are well- 
known Communists, some of which have even been invited to Red China via 
Moscow 


Father Pepro VELAZQUEZ, 
Director del Secretariado Social Mexricano. 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. I think also, Mr. Chairman, while I’m at it you might 
be interested in some of the excerpts from one of our outstanding 
daily papers, Excelsior. 

Mr. Hiuturnes. The daily paper of Mexico City ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Mexico City; in fact, it has got a circulation 
throughout the Republic, and I think you, yourself, personally, 
know its publisher, Rodrigo de L lano. Mr. de L lano was kind e mnough 
to assion Mr. Lozano, one of the best men, to dig up from the back 
issues of the Excelsior, back to 1929, pertinent things that had been 
carried on this subject in the Excelsior. They are in Spanish. 

Mr. Hiturnes. These are articles from this newspaper ? 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. Articles, comments, editorials, things of that kind. 

Mr. Hiturmes. All right, we will mark them as “Exhibit 4,” and, 
vithout objection, they will be accepted. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. One of the articles that appeared June 28, 1954, in 
the Excelsior was a contribution made by Father Ramon Garamendi. 
He is the parish priest at San Lorenzo in Mexico. He is of Basque 
descent, a graduate with doctorate from the University = Louvain, 
in Belgium. In addition to his parochial duties he is v professor 
of philosophy and rather well known, and consequently hie remarks 
would be of some value, I believe of great value, in showing that there 
is a considerable portion of the Mexican people that are as much 
opposed to communism as we are. At the same time they do not want 
to have a social program scuttled because the Communists happen to 
be the first to have espoused the cause, and who would like to think 
even in Guatemala today that any program that is good for the people, 
that the Communists did have, that we now not deny that program 
our support. And I think for the purpose of showing that type of 
thinking, this is something of great importance that this committee 
might find use for by just looking at it. 

Mr. Hitiines. That is part of this same material that you pre- 
sented a minute ago? 

Mr. ¢ ] wreR. No: I got this from Father Garamendi himself. 

Mr. Hiturnes. This is a different exhibit, then, from the one 
preceding ¢ 

Mr. O'Dwyer. A different one. 

Mr. Hitures. That will be marked as “Exhibit 5”; without objec- 
tion it will be accepted. 

Mr. O’Dwynr. If you don’t mind, though, there is one, part of one 
of those exhibits—well, it might take too much time to find out what 
I have objections to, but Father Garamendi has become personal in 
one paragraph, and I don’t think it has any materiality at all. It 
is his own opinion of certain personalities. I think that paragraph 
I would like to eliminate from the exhibit. 

Mr. Hinires. All right. Now, recently, Mr. Ambassador, the 
American people were quite astounded to read of the disclosures of 
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Communist infiltration in the French Government: that case. of 
course, is still under investigation in France. Some of the highest 
people in French Government, particularly in the Defense Ministry, 
are involved. When I was in Italy this summer I recall that there 
was a considerable exposé at that time of high officials in the Italian 
Government who were involved in a startling investigation of Com- 
munist infiltration. Of course, that immediately arouses the suspi- 
cion in the minds of many Americans that maybe some of the othe 
vovernments in the world are faced with that problem which the 
United States indeed has been faced with in the past. Do you think 
there is any concern over the possibility that Communists may have 
infiltrated high places in the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, let me explain some of the recent happenings 
if | may, in Mexico City. Recently the late Freda Kahlo, the wife 
of Diego Rivera, the artist, passed away. The fune 


l il services took 
place in a public building—one of the most beautiful ones on this 
continent—known as the Palace of Fine Arts on Juarez Street. The 


Palace of Fine Arts has a beautiful theater, amone other things, 
beautifully decorated, much of it by Diego Rivera himself. The 
opera comes there, the ballet comes there, some of the most outstanding 
philharmonics. It’s one of the outstanding theaters, public theater 
buildings in Mexico, and I doubt if there is better anywhere. It was 
a surprise to everybody that the funeral services for Freda Kahlo 
took place in the Palace of Fine Arts. It was more surprising when 
a flag indicating the hammer and sickle appeared on the coffin, and 
there were several prominent people present. 

Now, the day after the funeral services, the newspapers played up 
the ceremonies and immediately the man in charge, Iduarte—I forget 
his first name—Iduarte was directed to resign from his position by 
the Secretary of Education, and it is said, by direction of the Pres 
dent. I’m not saying that authoritatively, but I think in view of all 
the circumstances we can suppose that a serious decision of that kind 
would have to come from the highest authority of the Republic, and 
he was summarily dismissed from that position. TI offer that as evi- 
dence of the action that was taken by the highest authority in the 
Government of the Republic on that one type of action. 

Mr. Hriz1nes. Would your general conciusion be that the Mexican 
Government officials are aware of the attempts of the Communists 
to infiltrate all free governments and that precautions are being taken 
to avoid that situation ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I would say that the Mexican Government, the past 
administration when I was Ambassador, was the best informed on it 
that I knew of, and he was removed, and I think the same is true of 


the present eee ition, and I can say with full confidence that 
the feeling in Mexico in Government circles from the highest level 


is one upon which the democracies of the world can depend to take 
action against any inroads by Communists. 

Mr. Hitirnes. That certainly is a very encouraging statement, be- 
cause Mexico, on the borders of the United States, if it were negligent 
in recognizing the attempt by the Kremlin to invade the Western 
Hemisphe re, could certainly pose an extremely serious problem for all 


Americans, both north and south. 
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Mr. O’Dwyerr. Twenty-two hundred miles of unde fended border, 


and nothing in the world is a better defense than the friendship of 
those people, and that, Mr. ( Chelesian. [ can assure you you have. 
Mr. Hrurnas. Let’s turn a little bit to this border, Mr. Ambas- 
sador. There has been considerable discussion, both here and in 
Mexico, concerning a problem that is popularly referred to as the 
wetbac k : tuation. These 2.200 miles ot border cannot, of course, be 
fully patroled at every single inch on either the North American side 
O! the Mex can side, ‘and, consequently, it would be possible, and it 


probably has been possible, for Communists, for dope runners, for 
trious other individuals to cross back and forth illegally either from 
our country into Mexico or from Mexico into the U nited States. 
Mr. O'Dwyer. That is right. 
Mr. Hn LINGS, There has been considerable discussion in the (‘on- 


eress of the United States about the possibility of more vigorous laws 
to meet that prob lem. There has also been discussion as to a possible 
solution in the form of increased personnel in the Immigration Serv 


ce of the United States. There have been continuous negotiations 
with Mexico for the use of legalized Mexican labor to be brought into 
thi country 5 the State of California is particularly cognizant of that 
problem. I think it might be well at this point if we could obtain a 
few of your views on that situation. 

First of all, do you believe that the present laws in the United 
States are sufficient to meet the challenge which has been presented 
by this so-called wetback problem ? 

Mr. O°Dwyer. Yes. I think you have enough law at the present 
time, but you need good will, and if you enforce laws that a have, 
that’s enough. As a matter of fact, the historical background of 
what is known as the wetback problem is almost as old as the con- 
tinent. If you read the history of Texas, General Ord’s raids on both 
sides of the border back in the 1840’s, you can see that neither side 


paid much attention to borders, less than a hundred years ago, there- 
about. The border was a manufactured thing. You had Spanish 
occupation: in 1828 to 1836, you had the Lone Star State in through 
that period. Then you had the question of whether or not the United 


States would accept the offer of Sam Houston to come in as a State. 
You had thoughts by England to take it over, and Jackson didn’t 
want to take it. It was Martin Van Buren that took it, accepted it 
to the Union, as I recall the history. So that all this business of 
border you're talking about an indefinite thing, an almost semitropi- 
al place that was left to the jack rabbits and coyotes so long no one 
paid attention. Then all of a sudden you get water, and land that 
was regarded as useless begins to produce. I sup pose if you saw 
the digging down in Imperial Valley for oil, you can see where the 
Colorado River had flooded about 10 times and left deposits each 
time—suddenly you have a valley, and all of a sudden you had the 
rich valley where you can get water into it. That’s true about Texas, 
t’s true all along that country. Now, the workers of a land born 
out of a custom—(a) it was a custom to which their forefathers for 
time immemorial had been enjoying, crossing these lines; (b) you 
had an economic stress in a new Repub lic—we were talking about at 
the beginning with Father Hidalgo ringing the bell in 1810 and com- 
ing down the line to almost our day, and here was an opportunity 
for hungry people who wanted to work coming across, and they did 
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it. Most of that frontier grew up, they had oD) gations to their 
people—I won't say that the farmers on our side did or did not take 
advantage of the workers. If I were going to say anything, | would 
say they did. However, there is no use in going back over old sores 
because in my time as Ambassador we concluded an agreement on a 
Government to Government basis in which our Government first 
assured the Mexican Government that they needed so many men to 
work producing foodstuffs: and the Government down there agreed 
that if our Government would protect them in their contractual rights, 
in their housing, in their working conditions and their health, that 
they would authorize so many men as were needed to come across. 

Now, in my time that worked reasonably well, except that an awful 
lot of the farmers felt that they had to pay too much for legal labor 
and they took wetbacks. I have made an investigation as far as Cali 
fornia is concerned. You may say that California had their problems 
on that, and they met them, met them very manfully, and I think 
Texas has a doing the same thing at the pre sent time. A new 
agreement, I understand, was drawn up by the present Ambassador, 
and his Government, which was a better agreement than the one that 
IT drew up and is working better, and the farmers apparently are 
following it, and I congratulate all parties concerned. 

Mr. Hirtuines. Under that agreement a contract is made betwee 
the United States Government and the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. O°’ Dwyer. That is right. 

Mr. Hitiines. Whereby Mexicans are legally imported into the 
United States to do farm labor for which they are paid the prevailing 
wage in that area, in addition to certain transportation / 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Good housing, and some insurance, and enough te 
protect them. 

Mr. HILLInGs. If that type of agreement could ve conti ued, ao 
you think there is a good chance we can avoid the use of illegal labor, 
which has certainly existed in the past? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. I think at the present time, Mr. Chairman, from 
what I can see, that everyone agrees that this is the right way to do 
t, but it will remove one of your ugly irritants in the relationships 
between the two countries; that it is to the best interest of both coun- 
tries that we continue this type of agreement, and if it needs perfection 
as we go along, to perfect it. I think if there is good faith on both 
sides, that it is not too difficult. At the present time it is better than 
my time. 

Mr. Hiniines. Such an agreement, I presume, would be of some 
help to the economy of Mexico; is that right? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. It would be a great he ‘Ip to the people of Mexico, 
because when they come across here and they work for dollars and 
those dollars go back home to their villages, it relieves many a finan- 
cial stress in many a little home, and it is a very, very fine thing, and I 
hope it is continued on the present basis and keeps on improving. 

Mr. Hintires. As far as that agreement is concerned, is there any 
feeling in Mexico that the Mexicans are being exploited under suc h 
contract labor ? 

Mr. oO Dwyer. Absolutely not. There Was under the use of the 
wetbacks. Every time there was some problem of wetbacks it was 
presented in many places to the Mexican people, and our friends, the 
Communists, were not slow to jump on it as a discriminatory thing, 
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some kind of an injustice to Mexican citizens, that kind of propa- 
vanda. Today you don’t hear a word of that. It’s in good shape. 

don’t think I would have any more law unless you really needed it, 
because it isn’t law you need here: it 1s just cood faith to the farmer, 
good faith of the two Governments. 

Mr. Hintniines. Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Benritey. Mr. Ambassador, in your statement which you canes 
to us this morning—a very excellent statement—-you offered two su 

gestions as to what we could do with regard to the situation in Mexico 
[Che first suggestion was that we make an effort to inform the Ameri 
can people about the people down south of the border in their eco 
nomic, social, and political problems. I assume that you take it ther 
s a considerable amount of misunderstanding or lack of information 
n this country about the people of Latin America. Would you be 
tble to say what particular or specific misunderstandings or areas of 
ignorance exist in this country regarding the people of Mexico and 
their problems ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, it’s my impression, Mr. Bentley, that the 
people of this country as a whole | have no knowledge of conditions in 
latin America. If the \ have, it’s superfic lal. Now, I don’t think 
t’s the fault of the peop le of this country. Some work has to be done 

to bring home to them the real story of their neighbors. L don’t think 
one out of a hundred thousand could tell you what the people are like, 
let alone what their financial problems are, the climatic conditions 
under which they live, the programs of government for their health, 
or employment, or education, or the physical problems within their 
own country that would come under the head of sanitation, disease 
control, crop control, agricultural developments, and new develop- 
ments—I don’t think anyone up here knows that, and they regard 
t verything, from what I can see, below the Rio Grande, as something 
which has nothing to do with them; in other werds, that they don’t 
inderstand it. Ninety or a hundred million friends in an hour of 
need—you know the value of what a hundred million people can pro- 
duce in times of stress, if we had a war—this is one area where you 
can get your raw materials in times of stress without having to worry 
ibout U-boats, if you had the proper transportation all the way down. 

Now. my thought on that is that—I think this—I’ve been inter- 
viewed by all kinds of tourists that have gone down to Mexico; as a 
matter of fact, once or twice a week I met them in batches of 50 or 
more, right in the Embassy office. It is astonishing how many will 

vo down there just loaded with romance, the moon is a cardboard 
moon, and the » peop le have no problems of food, they don’t have any 
a lren to worry about, they don’t have rent to pay, they don’t have 
health problems—so many just look at the things as an unreal thing— 
but in truth there is nothing could be more startlin ng and real than life 
in the tropics. 

Now, when Congress takes up problems of this nature it would seem 
to me that it would be of great benefit to Congress if the mass of people 
knew what they were struggling with, knew the problems that they 
were trying to solve, because it is one thing to go through with a 
program in Congress and have the executive branch carry it out; and 
another thing to go back and explain why you did it. I would sug- 
gest, and very respectfully but urgently. that great use be made of 
the organizations such as the Parent-Teachers Association throughout 
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the country, that photographs, pictures, lectures be provided on this 
subject, that the needs of those people be clearly expla ned, that ou 
need for their cooperation be clearly explaine 1, so that when you 
come up with a program it won't come as something brand new. I 
think e very tourist that voes down there should have pamp! iets pro 
vided for their instruction—both cultural and historical background 
of the country and the people to which they vo—I think Rotarians, 


Kiwanians, and all the fraternal organizations should be called in play 
and a drive made to let our part ot the hen sphere know what the 
problems ot thre other part of the hemisphere ire. I} iw is gel erally 


what I had in mind on that particular point. 

Mr. Bentiery. I was interested in how you recommend we should 
evo about it, because, of course, I don’t assume you are advocating the 
United States Government vet in the bi siness of propag inda in this 
country. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. No; I think people ought to know something about 
their neighbors. I don’t think that I wo 


ld put e Government into 
advocating programs, but I would give the historical and cultural 


facts, and the problems of living these people have. If there is a 
way of doing it, I think it’s worth the trouble. 
Mr. Benritey. Now, the second suggestion you made in your state- 


ment this morning was for an intelligent, long-range program for 
economic cooperation W ith the people south oft the border. the idea of 
developing their economy and improving the Lr" standards ot living 
Now, I would also assume that it would be de rable that most of this 
economic cooperation be undertaken through private enterprise rather 
than en a government-to-government basis. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I think on a certain level that would be the only way 


to do it. I think before you get ‘private people in there you’ve got 
some spade work to do. It’s } n t] Lat field, it’s a 200d study ot wl at 
the possibilities are in a given country. A prior talk with the people in 
charge, holding yourself in readiness to he Ip without interfering with 
their sovereignty in anywise—I think that’s important. I also think 


as to that point most of the governments have taken that over them- 
selves. They clo it in techni al vivice, il cl some Thanh ial wid be olven 
by our country. 

Mr. Benriey. Wouldn't you agree that one of the principal fune- 
tions of our Government 1} that field should be throughout the \ orld 
wherever opportunity for private investment, private Americal capl- 
tal does exist, to do its utmost to see that conditions or an atmos DI ere 
should be receptive or would be receptive whe re the investme nt of 
American private capital does exist 

Mr. O° Dw YER. ] be lie ‘ve that two things have to be « arefully wat hed 
in dealing with Latin America. Ohne is not to offend them, and at the 
same time to make what they have attractive to American interests 
However, I would be very cautious that we limit ourselves to creating 
that atmosphere. I think to follow up an investment is one of the 
most dangerous things we could do. That would be up to the investors, 
to deal with the government of the country In whicl hh we hi ive recom- 
mended or have worked. 

Mr. Bentiey. What kind of atmosphere prevails in Mexico today, 
Mr. Ambassador, with respect to investment of are ign capital ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, I would say that I had the figures on that about 


6 or 7 weeks ago, it seems to me that the expansion of existing business, 
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to my recollection, has been—it was about a third in the last year or 
two—that is existing business had expanded to that point, new business 
coming in all the time. It’s a very clear picture that as long as 
Mexico has a shortage of consumer goods that we will have plenty of 
capital coming in, and for the most part recently it’s generally associ- 
ated with Mexican capital. I notice now that our capital coming into 
Mexico likes to have Mexican capital as partners, and I find that there 
is a great deal of that going on. I might say in that regard that I 
was out to visit some of the American plants during visits in Mexico 
while I was Ambassador, and since, and the method by which they get 
the best production—take General Electric, Mr. Taylor, William Tay- 
lor, they have e xpi anded. Now, they make iceboxes, radios, all kinds 
of things for the home, and some of it calls for extremely fine work, 
Wiring, manufacturing dies, little thumbsecrews, and things of very 
fine tolerances. Most of these people, fifteen or sixteen hundred of 
them, are taken down from villages that have never seen a machine 
tool in their lives, and Mr. Taylor — | me that they were able to turn 
out 85 percent of the production in Mexico C ity that they were able 
to do in Schnecti ady, ee 

Now, the same is true to the same degree in General Motors—talk- 
ing about Mr. Vernon Moore, Mr. John J. McIntyre, General Mo- 
tors—1,600 in the assembly plants, and they tell me their produc- 
tion is just as satisfactory as it is in the United States. The same 
is true with Mr. Rubery in charge of Ford, 1,400 men and women, and 
perfectly satisfied with the type of production, once they get going. 
So that I wouldn’t see how a country that has that strength and is so 
adaptable to all kinds of manufacturing, all kinds of business, as a 
matter of fact, I wouldn’t see why there isn’t a great growth, and that 
it would be extremely attractive to outside capital—and the fact is, 
it is—and the Mexican Government has gone a long way to en- 
courage it. 

Mr. Bentiey. Would you have any ideas as to certain areas, how- 
ever, where you think private capital probably won’t or can’t i 
in where Government assistance or assistance on the Government level 
would be necessary ¢ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. No, sir; I would not. That would take me across 
the southern border of Mexico, and I’m not familiar enough to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Bentiey. There are no situations in Mexico at the present time 
that you could think of ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. No, I think generally the pattern has been very 
well set in Mexico. I think there will be no changes there that I can 
see. The laws have been ’fined and refined, and they are basically now 
about where they’re going to be. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, what about your statement here on page 1°, 
that the construction of highways, ports, surveys—engineering and 
mining surveys and that sort of thing—could that probably be a ven- 
ture for private or for Government capital ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. As a matter of fact, in Mexico it has been mostly 
done. Take the highway from Matamoros, the highway from Laredo 
into Mexico City, straight on down to the Guatemalan border, that 
has been completed, all paid for by their own money. The other high- 
way from Laredo through Chihuahua City to Durango and into Mex- 
ico City, that’s completed—an excellent highway, by the way. The 
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other one from Mexico City through Toluca through Guadalajara, 
all the way through Tepic, Mazatlan, and Guaymas, Hermosillo into 
Nogales, that is finished—about 200 kilometers or so in the dry : 
they will finish—the rest of it is complete. There is a highway from 
Hermosillo to Mexicali which is not complete but will be pretty soon 

so I would say they are what you ¢ all their main-entry highways are 
pretty well completed, and what you're looking for now is your ribs. 

Mr. McManon. | don’t think you quite neenon Co ivressmal 
Bentley’s question. He was asking whether those highw: ays could be 
developed with private capital. His line of question: s as to what 
areas of development that it would be difficult to enter ve ivate capital. 
Now. these eee that you mentioned, are they being developed 
by private capital, or are they being developed by Mexican public 
capit al, or are the 2V aloes o deve sloped with the aid of the United States? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. They have been, up to the present time, completed as 
Government contrac ts without anv aid from outside. However, there 
has been a good deal of private capital about to be invested in cor 
tracts with the Government for that work. Does that complete the 
answer / 

Mr. McManon. Who supplies the capital to build the highways 
Mexico? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Mexican Government cid the first instance 
now I notice there is a good deal of private ipital taking over Gov 
ernment contracts. 

Mr. Bentiey. Now, I would like to get back to— 


season 


Mr. O'Dwyer. Excuse me; I'll give you a case in point on that. 7 
paving of the streets in Mexico City, one of the biggest contra 


there at the present time is an Oklahoma firm, actu: 
under contract with the Government. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Ambassador, I still think that I have n cd 
the question clear. Who pays the bill? The contractor doesn’t pay 
the bill, does he ? Who pays the bill ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. The Government. 

Mr. McManon. That’s what we wanted to be made clea 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Ambassador, In your statement this morn hg you 
mentioned that not too many years ago Mexico had a very critical 
Communist problem which it had been unable to meet, and at least to 
a, large extent overcome. Now, we've had testimony earlier in « 
hearings in Washington as to what happened in Guatemala, a problet 


I suppose you are more or less familiar with. The Communists took 
over in Guatemala, and of course, as you know, established a very 
strong foothold from which they were only driven out by armed a e 


last summer. Now, we have a situation in two Latin American cov 
tries as to what happened to the Communists there. In one case, in 
Mexico, they came very close, as you say, to seizing control, b ut they 
were overcome through determined efforts on the part of the Mexican 
Government. In the immediate neighboring countries to the south, 
such efforts were lacking or unsuccessful, and, as I say, it took armed 
intervention to overthrow them. What do you think was the reasons 
why the Mexicans could solve the problem and Guatemalans didn’t 
seem to be able to except as a result of this uprising? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I think it is very clear, Mr. Bentley, that any country 
that remains a raw material export country has got to import to in- 
crease the standard of living within that country, and the source of 
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imports in this hemisphere is, of course, and will be for a long time, 
it will be a surplus export commodity from the United States, so that 
as the cost of rs in the United States goes up the export 
economy is not able to buy or import very much. It’s just an im- 
poverished place ; they will import just as little as the “y can, and 
consequently that keeps your standard of living almost in status quo. 
Now, | thin k that the answer to the two countries can be found in the 
ability of Mexico to vO Into production of consumer goods } in inecreas- 
ing amounts for its own consumption. The fact is that Mexico at the 
present time has a hard job meeting its needs. I think if you take the 
case of some of the cellulose companies, they started a factory hoping 
to supply part of their needs to Mexico and then send the rest through 
the hemisphere. They ended up with 2 and 3 factories and they still 
haven't made enough to supply the demand in Mexico. I think that 
would be a good example of what I have in mind, that as long as it 
satidenerl in their own country and they don’t have to bring it in at 
exorbitant prices, and that they ean work it out within their own econ- 
omy whether the peso is high or low, there is what seems to be the 
answer in the increase of the standard of living, elevation of the 
standard of living in that country. 

Now, Mexico could do it. Guatemala couldn't. Frankly, I wouldn't 
like to and wouldn’t be fair, with what little I know about the subject, 
to say to you why Guatemala couldn't, but I can with reasonable 
certainty say to you why Mexico could. The answer, I tell you—— 

Mr. Benrtey. Then you think the solution of many of these coun- 
tries such as Venezuela, Bolivia, and other countries in Central 
America that rely to a very large extent on one single product for 
support, is to spread themselves out a little bit, try to get at least 
industry in there so they can build consumer goods for their own people 
and be foreed to lessen their depende nee upon imports for the same 
consumer epaientitatts the w: ay you say that Mexico met thei 
problem ? , 

Mr. O°’ Dwyer. That’s exact] \ how I see it. 

Mr. Bentiry. And you think that has contributed to a very larg 
extent to Mexico’s meeting this Communist problem at the same time ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I do, indeed, with the strong hand of Mr. Morrow, 
and our people of that kind, kind and intelligent approach to helpin; 
them in their hour of need. I think there is p lenty of evidence of 
today, and whether it was planned or not, that’s the result. 

Mr. Bentiey. I have 1 or 2 other questions I would like to ask, 
Mr. Am bassador. (one of the current prob le ‘ms in Mi x1co, I Imagine 
a much more serious problem today than the Communist prob ae, 1S 


the —— inflation and consequent loss of the value of the peso. 
What is behind that ? 

Mr O’Dwyrer. Well, you have—you see, you have a few things that 
contribute largely—contribute he avily to the economy of the country. 
One of them is the tourists, the tourist traffic. I think it ran at one 
time to something like $150 million while I was in the Embassy, a 
vear. Well, there for a couple of years, for some reason or other, you 
didn’t have it. In fact, a lot of people were dissuaded from taking a 
trip south because of the conditions in Guatemala. They never knew 
where the trouble would arise. And that was a loss. And the dollar 
began to run out under the new administration. 
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Now, the present situation has stopped a great deal of the pm 
chasing on the outside, and it has made them rely more on their own 
products and less on importations. So at the present time I would s Ly 
that business has come back to its original keel and it is flowing very 
smoothly, so much so that, if you recall, Mr. Antonio Carrillo Flores 
was able to get a very huge loan from the World Bank for use of the 
Government, clearly indicating that the credit of the country is as 
sound as it ever was. 

Mr. Benttey. I have just one more question. I think you may be 
able to give an answer to this one. During the recent disastrous floods 
of the Rio Grande on the Mexican side, did the Government take care 
of its own people up there, or was United States assistance sent in, 
do you know ¢ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I know that President Cortines spent a lot of time 
along that border from Piedras Negras to Matamoros, I don’t know 
just what places there, but it seems to me there has been no complaint 

Mr. Bentiey. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. There has been no complaint of any lack of Govern 
ment help on the Mexican side. 

Mr. Bent.tey. Was the help from the Mexican Government or fron 
this Government ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I think both sides helped alot. I think our Gover 
ment helped a great deal, as it always has done in catastrophes of that 
kind. 

Mr. Bentiey. It would be a good thing if we could be as charitable 
toward the Guatemalans, in view of what you were saying this mor 
Ing, as we were toward the Mexicans up there / 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, I do hope there will be some action taken o 
that. It’s very important. 

Mr. BENTLEY. I, for one, Mr. Chairman, would like to — my 
deep appreciation to the Ambassador for appearing here, and I believe 
he has made some very constructive suggestions. I personally would 
like to wish him continued success in his efforts to improve relations 


between our two countries. That is all the questions I have. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Hitures. A little while ago, I believe in vour formal stat 
ment, you said there were three splinter groups the Communist 
Party in Mexico. Could you elaborate on that subject 

Mr. O’DwyeEr. Well. you have the Trotsky eroup, hich still re 
mains Trostky. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Trotsky was assassinated in Mexico: is that correct ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. That is right. You have the regular straight Com 
munist group, and now you have some sort of a splinter in that group 


which they haven't told me about, and I don’t know, but I know that 
they are not speaking to one another. It’s quite noticeable in thei 
haunts. So there is a split in the Communist ranks and, of course, 
they never could get along with the Trotsky group. 

Mr. Hitirmnes. Well, now, does that mean that they are really work 
ing at cross purposes, or are they og ae ‘ated to Marxism ? 

Mr. O’Dwver. Well, of course, Mr. irman, | wouldn’t trust them 
across the street when it came down “te an issue. It just means that the 
concentration is sort of weakening at the present time, but I wouldn’t 
depend too much on that, they come back awfully quick, very fast. 
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Mr. Hiixines. Incidentally, is there any committee of the Mexica 
Congress that is interested in studying communism / 

Mr. O’ Dwyer. No: I haven’t learned that, but I do know that it 
has been well watched by the executive branch. 

Mr. Hiniuimes. The Mexican Congress has not directly concerned 
itself with the problem ? 

Mr. O’Dwyerr. No: not that I have heard. 

Mr. Hiures. There is no committee on un-Mexican activities in 
he Congress of Mexico? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Not yet. 

Mr. Hitiimes. I want to refer you to page 11 of your statement, Mr. 
Ambassador, and you talked there about a cooperative program in the 
third paragraph, suggesting an intelligently planned and truly co- 
operative program, and you suggest certain things we must recog 
nize. How much do you think such a program might cost, and when 
you refer to projects, what spec ific type of projects are you talking 
abo it ¢ 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, I haven’t got the statement here, but I know 
vhat I’m talking about. . understand what it is. 


Mr. Himnines. Page 11, third paragrap yh down, starting with, “ 
i lavish, multi-billion ‘oll ir grant —— 
Mr. O°’ Dwyer. Yes. No; I had more in mind than that. The first 
» to do is to try and encourage them in planning so that there will 
waste motion, and that results could be obtained as quickly as 
sible —plann he, "foe instance, based upon what are their oreat 


} 


blie needs to increase the standard of livin a, to help the eco only 
e country, and after the plann o, then, of course, there would be 


a question of what is the first thine to approach, what is the first thing 
to tackle I have no definite thing in mind, | could not suggest in 
any one country what that would cost, but I know that we have 
abundant information, especially now with the point 4 program being 
pretty well studied. I think that would be some thing to be determined 
later, but whatever it would be, it would be well worth the effort. 

Mr. Hiiures. Is there any particular thing that you might suggest 
the United States private corporations with investments in Mexico 
or other parts of Latin America might do which could help to knock 
down this idea that exists in some quarters of Latin America that all 
of us North Americanos are Yankee imperialists ? 

Pog O’Dwyer. Well, the Yankee imperialist cry is a Communist 

, it’s not accepted at all by the people in Mexico, they're not paying 
an y attention to it, I can tell you that. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. McMahon. 

Mr. McManon. On that particular point, Mr. Ambassador, have the 
large American corpor: itions that are active in Latin America under- 
taken public-relation programs and attempted to identify themselves 
with the national aspirations of the local countries and taken specifi 
efforts to counteract the Communist propaganda that you speak of? 

Mr. O°’Dwyer. Mr. Chairman, could I ask for a recess, please ? 

Mr. Hiriire. Yes, the committee will recess for approximately 5 
minutes, 

( Recess. ) 

Mr. Hintuines. The committee will come to order. Mr. Ambassador, 
the committee will come to order to complete your testimony at this 
time, 
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Do you know of United States Communists active in Mexico, or who 
may be visiting or hiding there? Do any of them come to your 
attention ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Oh, I think there is no secret—I don’t know them 
personally, but there is no secret that there are a large number in Mex- 
ico. I think somebody mentioned today in Cuernevaca there are 
some there. They are around. But I don’t see anything to worry 
about from their presence there except that they’re actually present 
They are not active there that I know of, and if they are I ‘think our 
E mbassy there has a perfect line on them, and the ( Government of 
Mexico has, too. 

Mr. Hitures. Well, now, does the Mexican Government have very 
liberal immigration laws insofar as the admission of known Com- 
munists to the country is concerned ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, I think there would be no question about their 
coming in if they have our passport. 

Mr. Hinxies. If they had a passport from Italy, would they be 
able to come in? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I don’t see why not. They come from the United 
States. 

Mr. Hirtures. In the United States, of course, we probably wouldn’t 
give the known Communist a passport to leave the country. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I don’t think that’s true. 

Mr. Hirx1n¢s. Do you think in some cases that would be done? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, I know of some I heard of when I was in the 
Embassy, and I think on that tourist situation, 6 months’ tourist’s pass 
that they get, I think that almost anybody goes down there. 

Mr. Hiniuines. Well, that’s a tourist card ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Yes. 

Mr. Hines. The Mexican Government is actually the one that 
issues the tourist card ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Yes. 

Mr. Hitur1nos. In order to go into Mexico you don’t need any actual 
American documentation ? 

Mr. O’Dwyrr. I really wouldn’t answer that question; I know 
this—yes, that is true, you can come in on a tourist card, but you’ve 
got to go back across the border in 6 months. 

Mr. PILLING s. You made reference earlier to the United Fruit Co. 
You recall your discussion of that company and the feeling in Latin 
America, of course ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. In Mexico, the feeling in Mexico 

Mr. Hinurnes. The feeling in Mexico. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. That was in connection with the position taken by 
Mexico in Caracas ? 

Mr. Hiuines. Well, now, that’s a problem of great interest to us. 
We know antitrust proceedings have been instituted against the 
United Fruit Co. by the United States De partment of Justice, but I 
think it is gener: ally conceded that the United Fruit Co. did pay in 
most cases high wages and maint: eo schools, hospitals, and housing 
for the workers. In view of that fact why do you think th: at the com- 
pany is still quite universally hated in parts of Mexico and other parts 
of Central America / 
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Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, I wouldn’t like to go on record on that, and 
I didn’t like to mention the name of the company, but since it came 
this far I can tell you in a more or less uninformed way what the man 
in the street thinks about it, and that is that they began to do these 
things too late, that if they had done it earlier—I mean, building 
houses and schools and other programs—it would have been different. 
Whether that is true or not I don’t want the comi iittee to even accept 
this statement of mine as factually correct; it’s merely an expression 
of feeling that I have heard spoken of around Mexico, in many parts 
of it 

Mr. Hittrnes. But you do think that perhaps the enlightenment 
in dealing with some of the people, particularly the workers in these 
countries, on the part of the American firms down there, has not been 
as good as it should have been in the past, and the improvements com 
ing along now are not fully recognized; is that right ? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well. I think that a great deal more information. 
more specific information on these matters some way should be looked 
for, some way should be found to have the actual truth of these things 
made known, because it’s a bad thing to have half-truths, and if you're 
going to pick up rumors of what happened 5 years ago or 6 years ago, 
with no reference at all to changes, well, of course, in the natural 
course of events if there is improvement and there are to be improve 
ments, they should be made known. But more important than that 
would be the point the at I wanted to make at that time, that insofar as 
the man in the street’s reaction to Mexico’s position in Caracas, and 
I’m talking about the man in the Mexican streets, his pesition was 
that nobody seemed to know whether or not our interest in Guatemala 
was the United Fruit Co. or communism, and that to me seemed 
very dangerous condition. I think that should be made extremely 
clear, our interests in the Communists and the fate of the corporation 
doing business in these countries, should remain in the courts of the 
country. 

Mr. Hinuras. Wouldn't you say that that situation has improved 
today, though, as more of the facts of what happened in Guatemala 
are coming to light ? 

Mr. tales Well, they’re not coming to light enough. I would 
say that there is very little change in the ——-; of the man in the 
street on the subject of Mexico’s position in Carac: 

Mr. Hiiirnes. Do you think the man in the tae knows that the 
United Fruit Co. is involved in antitrust proceedings instituted 
this country ¢ 

Mr. O° Dwyer. I don’t think so. I don’t think he knows anything 
about it. I don’t think he knows anything about schools, or houses, 
or programs, or anything. 

Mr. Hires. Just a bad name down there, and they don’t know 
anvthing about the good side? 

Mr. O’Dwrerr. That is right. If you were to take one of the ex- 
hibits I cave you, a little booklet | y Vasconcelos, who is a conserva- 
tive writer but a ve ry great voice in Mexico, teacher. professor, and all 
that, and I have one excerpt translated into English just to show you 
what his thinking was, he is a well-informed man. If he has that kind 
of thinking, the man on the street, of course, can’t be expected to know 
as muc h about it as he does, I think somebody should be given the duty 
to make that clear, not to defend any corporation or any act, but 
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explaining why we were m iterested, if we were, and to what extent did 
our interest go. I wouldn’t like to see anything get out that our 
Government was going in there to protect an American corporation 
against the interests of the people. 

Mr. Hiniuines. The United States, too, must be extremely careful 
not to be allied with colonialism in any sense. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. That is true, a meticulous matter. We’re doing it, 
we're doing a very good job, by and large. I’m sure that when your 
committee 1s through you will see there is some very fine work being 
done, except that here and there it can be improved. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. McMahon? 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Ambassador, in regard to the misunderstand- 
ing by the Mexican man in the street, the United States’ position in 
Guatemala, is that the result of the failures of the United States 
Government to make its policies and position clear, or was that the 
result of the failure of the Mexican press and radio to correctly report 
the facts? 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, it would be my opinion—and again it is not 
based on the facts—it would be my opinion that the Mexican press 
and radio would re port the facts accurately ; there would be no reason 
why the »V wouldn’t. How much was done to prepare the groundwork 


for that I don’t know; I couldn’t answer it, but 1 would lean strongly 
1] 


to the opinion that the press and r: wie would be vi ry fair in thew 
report, verv accurate in their rept rwting on ah important thing | ke 
that. J would trust most of the Mexican press on that. ) 
You did ask, however, « question before recess, as to what American 
companies did in the matter of public relations and the participatic 
that they took in the welfare of the cou try. In Mexico I can tell vou 
that natn lea aly sano Te had rormed al organiza 
tion known as Norte Americanos Pro-Mexico, and that is made up 
for the most part of American business hou It headed by Mr. 
McIntyre, the secretary-treasurer of Gener: 7 ‘winters ; Mr. Rubery, 
of the Ford Motor Co. is on the committee, and a great number of 


General Electric—Mr. Taylor is on the committee, A treasurer, that 
1s right—and many, many more in increasing numbers, and their pur 
pose is to aid in the promotion of Mexico in every way they can. At 
the present time the emphasis is on encouraging tourists to come there. 
1 do believe that a great many organizations should be encouraged to 
hold conventions, | would say labor groups, many groups, all kinds 
ot professional groups—if they could be asked to hold conventions 
so that they could get closer to the man in the street in these countries. 
it would facilitate an understanding that I think would be beneficial 
to both countries. 

Mr. Hines. Incidentally, do you think there is anything that 
the motion-picture industry of Hollywood might do to help improve 
relations and understanding between Mexico and the United States? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Well, Mr. Chairman, if we could get enough of them 
to come down there and make their pictures in Mexico, you might help 
Mexico. I don’t know how you would like it up here in Hollywood. 

Mr. Hiuitnes. Well, of course, we might send Marilyn Monroe 
down there as ambassador. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I would suggest DiMaggio down there; they like 
him. 
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Mr. Hitures. Let me ask you a question on a rather difficult sub- 
ject. In Italy we have a country that is predominantly Catholic, and 
yet the Communist Party is probably stronger, numerically at least, 
than in almost any other country in the free world. In Mexico we 
have a country which is predominantly Catholic. According to your 
testimony, the Communists are on the wane in Mexico. | wonder if 
you would give us the benefit of any observation you might have on 
that subject. 

Mr. O’Dwyrr. Well, I think from my own 

Mr. Hittines. Let me interrupt you just to further explain. Of 
course, we recognize that communism is an atheistic philosophy, and 
if a man believes in God it would be very difficult to become a Com- 
munist, and yet that’s the very thing, I think, that bothers some peo- 
ple when they see countries with strong religious backgrounds having 
Communist parties. 

Mr. O'Dwyer. Well, of course, Mr. Chairman, both of you gentle- 
men were rather young in 1931-32 when the economic condition in 
this country was very acute. I remember I was city magistrate in 
1932, Brooklyn, and I saw the Communist infiltration into the unions 
that were 90 percent Catholic, and 1 percent of the membership took 
over the control. I saw it happen gh there were 33,000 employees 
in the transportation union, the TWU in New York City, and where 
the Communists, with 1 percent maaan ah ition, took the whole thing 
over, 100 percent, lock, stock, and barrel. That’s in New York City. 
I saw it go down the line with one union after another of importance, 
especially in the new groups. In the agitation and growth of new 
unions you have that condition. Do you know that in 1946, when I 
took over New York City as mayor, the welfare department with a 
patronage of $242 million a year in home relief, was completely in 
the hands of the Communist union—and don’t think for a minute that 
they didn’t use their ae It took 3 vears to unseat them. Do you 
know that on January 1, 1946, when I became mayor, that the trans- 
portation union, completely dominated at that time by the Communist 
Party, was in control of all transportation in New York City, and 
could bottle it up in half an hour? Now, thanks, in the case of wel- 
fare, to Ray Hilliard, whom I discovered in Springfield, Il., and who 
accepted my invitation, with his group, to come into New York City, 
where he still resides, we were able to get Communist control out of 
welfare. Thanks to the cooperation of Michael J. Quill we were able 
to unseat the Communist control of the transportation workers. That 
ss in New York City, within just a few years, 1946. So that I would 
say when you analyze any country and try to get to the bottom of 
what happens in a union, it isn’t a question so much as what religion 
the workers are as it is the question of what kind of leadership are 
they getting, what interests have the workers got in the management 
of their unions, if the workers in a given union are well fed, good 
working conditions, they go along with the leade rship, and they just 
lackadaisically accept it. That is what happened in New York. I 
am sure it happened all over the country. So I would explain it this 
way, that workers do not let their religious training or traditions 
interfere with the handling of the union if the working conditions 
and the bread and butter is all right, to their satisfaction, and they 
let the workers run it. When it gets into that field, I’m afraid, based, 
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upon my own experience—I wonder if that has made a contribution 
to your committee. 

Mr. Hixurnes. I think it is an extremely interesting and helpful 
analysis, Mr. Ambassador, and I think it 1s also interesting to note 
your observation concerning the fact the welfare agencies of the city at 
one time in New York were in the hands and control of the Com- 
munists. 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I inherited that. 

Mr. Hitures. You inherited it from your predecessor ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Nobody paid any attention to it. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Your predecessor was Mr. LaGuardia ? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. And the late Vito Marcantonio. 

Mr. Hitiines. Marcantonio? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. He is the former Congressman who passed away a 
few months ago. 

Mr. Hituines. That concludes the chief questions we want to ask, 
and we want you to know again, Mr. Ambassador, the committee ap 
preciates your coming up from Mexico City to appear. We think you 
have made a real contribution to our study. We know the fine work 
you have ia to improve relations between the people of our country 
and people of Mexico, the country in which you are residing. We hope 
that we will have other opportunities from time to time to receive the 
benefit of your thoughts and observations on this subject, and we wish 
you to feel free to advise us of those observations. 

What are your plans at the moment? Are you going to remain here 
for a while, or are you returning to Mexico City # 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I have some work to do here, and afterward, I think, 
Mexico City. 

Mr. Hiwiines. Any chance of your visiting New York or other parts 
of the country in the future? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. It depends on how successfully I can finish my 
business here. If I have time I will go to New York. 

Mr. Hurtres. Incidentally, Mr. Ambassador, I know you've been 
probably as active pomeeeany as almost any man who has assumed 
positions of responsi lity in our Government in this generation. You 
are often thought of as an extremely successful politician. Certainly 
the high offices that you held, including that of mayor of the great city 
of New York, is indie ative of the fact that you know something about 

polities, but. you’ve also, like all of us who live in the political field, 
ti aken a considerable amount of abuse because of your political interests 
and activities. I think it might be of interest to my colleague and I, 
who, while you grow old awfully fast in this business, still are young 
1en in politics, to know whether if you had it to do all over again, if 
you would go back into politics? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. Mr. Chairman, if I had to do it over again I would 
have gone into politics earlier. 

Mr. Hinuines. W hy do you say that? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. I graduated from law school at the age of 35, and I 
was then a policeman. 

Mr. Hitirnes. You studied law while you were a policeman in New 
York? 

Mr. O’Dwyer. That is right. I think I would have made an effort 
to get into it much earlier than 35. Ithink I would do it for one thing. 
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If you read history, go back to the past, the Dark Ages, to the early 
Roman Empire, the Greeks, Egyptians, you will find that it is only 
where the people became lackadaisical that great empires crumbled into 
the dust. 

You read in Guatemala todav arguments over the division ot lands. 
You read about the Gracchus brothers in Rome, who were actually 
murdered in the Senate, trying to do the same thing. to stimulate the 
life of the people and its economy, and take them out of the public 
haths—and bread for nothing, and all that kind of thing—and their 
powerful interests just blackjacked them to death. The last of the 
boys was thrown into the Tiber. His mother wasn’t even permitted 
to wear mourning. So long as you go back into recorded history you 
will find a certain laziness in the people, a certain acceptance of condi 
tions. That lethargy is almost the root of the decay that ends up in 
the crumbling community. Our community was born after much 
blood and sacrifice, and it dedicated itself to the sweetest of all 
political principles, that we have a creed, a constitution the model of 
the world, that when a youngster is coming up, if he takes the side 
of the easy road he isn’t making a contribution; but if he gets in there 
and swings and calls the shots as he sees them, and if he dedicates 
himself, at least a part of his life, to government—as long as you have 
that kind of effort and energy and youthful enthusiasm which you, Mr. 
Chairman, and your associates have, as long as you have that and you 
are still living, then you need never fear that our Constitution is going 
to crumble. And the question that you asked me, my answer would be, 
f I have been remiss at all it is in not seeing what my obligation was 
at an earlier date. I certainly would go back into it again, and I hope 
‘you, sir, will stay in it, and you, Mr. Bentley, will stay in not, not 
half as much for your own sake as what you can contribute to the 
public welfare. 

Mr. Cuatrrman. Well, we appreciate your very interesting remarks 
and your very valuable contribution to this committee, and wish you 
well, Mr. Ambassador. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitires. The next witness will be Mr. Raymond G. Leddy 
from the Department of States. We will recess for this evening by 
5 p.m., if not before. We have the prepared statement of Mr. Leddy 
which is now available and we will proceed with the reading of his 
statement at the outset of his testimony. 

(Raymond G. Leddy was sworn as a witness by the chairman. ) 

Mr. Hitirneas. You are Raymond G. Leddy, officer in charge of Cen 
tral America and Panama affairs, Department of State ? 


TESTIMONY OF RAYMOND G. LEDDY, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Mr. Leppy. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Hitiies. Will you tell us a little bit about your background, 
Mr. Leddy, how long you have been in the State Department, and what 
your education is. I think the committee will be interested. 

Mr. Leppy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have been an officer of 
the United States Government for 16 years, having entered into the 
practice of law as a profession in life, and having entered the De- 
partment of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, in 1938. After 
2 years of service in this country, some 2 years of service outside of 
this country, I entered the United States N: avy, the end of 1948. I 
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have been assigned to the European theater of operations where I 
served in the Office of Strategic Services until the conclusion of the 
war in 1945. Placed on inactive duty, 1946, at which time I entered 
the Central Intelligence Agency and spent 2 years in the employ of 
that Agency in Washington, D. C. Since 1948 I have been Foreign 
Service officer of the United States Government, now in charge of 
Central America and Panama affairs, before this time having te n 
first secretary of the American Embassy, Caracas, Venezuela. 

Mr. HILLINGs. You have had a considerable amount of experience 
both as a former FBI agent and former officer in the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, in addition to your present duties / 

Mr. Leppy. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hiturcs. | presume as a result of that experience you have 
had particular opportunities, as well as in the course of your repre 
sentation of our Government abroad to have observed the Communist 
conspiracy rather closely ; isn’t that correct / 

Mr. Leppy. I had had the opportunity, an | that responsibility in 
my Government service, and have also had the corresponding interest 
that goes with this movement, which is an absorbing occupation of 
our generation. 

Mr. Hiurnés. Fine, I might say at the outset, before you begin 


reading your statement, that this committee, in fact, particularly the 
subcommittee, has enjoyed excellent relationships with the De ‘part- 
ment of State, and with your office, as we have studied this extremely 


important problem. I think that relationship is indicative of how the 
executive branch and the legislative branch of Government ean work 
together for the best interests of the American people; and I part ou 
larly wish ~ thank you and Secretary Dulles and my extremely able 


constituent, Under Secretary Herbert Hoover, Jr.. and the other mem 
bers of the Department, for the outstanding cooperation given this 
subcommittee. Iam sure my colleague, who has served in the Foreign 


Service, joins me in that feeling. Mr. Leddy, will you proceed with 
your statement at this time ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Iam glad to have this opportunity 
to respond to your committee’s invitation to the Department of State 
to submit a review of the Communist aggression in Guatemala, as an 
example of the Communist threat to the peace and security of the 
United States. The investigation of this danger by your committee 
is considered to be a definite contribution to the exposition and under- 


standing of our foreign policy. That policy, which guides our re- 
lations with other nations, was early in our history described as the 


“shield of the Republic.” To give e ‘fective protection, foreign policy 
must constantly adapt itself to new conditions and continuously 
formulate solutions to new problems. Its effectiveness largely de- 
pends on the will of an intelligent and well-informed public opinion. 
We believe these hearings contribute to this end, in throwing light on 
the problem recently presented by the Communist control of the VOV- 
ernment of our small neighbor in Central America, Guatemala, and 
on the policy followed to solve this problem. 

Your committee, Mr. Chairman, has sought to collect information 
which would aid in evaluating the recent Communist penetration of 
Guatemala in relation to its danger to the United States. The ques- 
tion is naturally raised, How could events in a country of 3 million 
people affect the security of a country of 160 million people? When 
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we state that a real threat did exist, and has not entirely subsided, we 
are expressing to the committee a very serious and carefully considered 
conclusion. 

I would like first to sketch this problem briefly in its proper con- 
text of global Communist aggression, in order to fix its true propor- 
tions and place it in clear focus. Communist penetration of Guatemala 
could be accurately evaluated only as one portion of Communist 
activity everywhere; it is one segment of a very large and intricate 
tapestry, in which the importance of one part can be appreciated 
only by viewing it against the design of the whole background. The 
vast international network of Communist aggression does not mini- 
mize the role assigned to the Central American beachhead; on the 
contrary, it highlights the special significance of the Communist 
campaign in Guatemala as particularly aimed against the United 
States. 

We know that international communism plans to conquer the whole 
world, to create a universal “classless society,” ruled by a supra- 
national Communist state. World conquest is the undisguised 
mission of the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary movement; it was pro- 
claimed by Marx in the Communist M: inifesto of 1848, boldly adding, 
“We Communists disdain to hide our aims.” Lenin predicted the 
triumph of the world revolution when, in 1924, he boasted that the 
Russian revolution he had led would be followed within a generation 
by Communist seizure of power in every country. 

To accomplish world revolution, existing governments must be over- 
thrown, or taken over from within; to create a Communist society, 
the forms of present society must be destroyed; the national political 
institutions called governments, which protect present society, must 
be removed. Worldwide activity to undermine existing governments 
is therefore the unchanging rule of the international “Communist 
movement. 

Two powerful components are combined in this movement, “a yong 
theory and Soviet power. The theory of Marx is propagandized a 
solution for all the ills of humanity; the power of the Soviet Union 
is brought to bear through huge material resources to bring the theory 
into practice. The resulting combination, international communism, 
is a worldwide conspiracy on a long-range basis, with organized inter- 
national force behind it. It was clearly defined by Secretary Dulles 
at the Caracas Conference last March in the following words: 

International communism is that farflung clandestine political organization 
which is operated by the leaders of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
Since 1939 it has brought 15 once-independent nations into a state of abject 
servitude. It has a hard core of agents in practically every country of the 
world. The total constitutes not a theory, not a doctrine, but an aggressive, 
tough, political force, backed by great resources, and serving the most ruthless 
empire of modern times. 

The eruption of international communism into Guatemala was 
therefore no isolated undertaking, but an integral part of a vast 
plan, centrally directed and controlled from Moscow. The effort 
dedicated to gain Guatemala was proportionate to the value of that 
country to the agents of international communism. Guatemala, in 
and of itself, could be of no better than secondary interest at best to 
Soviet purposes; its population is small, its economy purely agricul- 
tural, its subsoil resources relatively undeveloped and of minor stra- 
tegic value. All in all, the area could scarcely merit Soviet attention 
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for its own sake; but the fact that it received the best efforts in this 
hemisphere of the practical men who direct the international Com- 
munist movement is indicative that the Communists calculated Guate- 
mala’s worth as high in the light of Soviet objectives. 

While the Soviet goal of world conquest is always the same, its 
immediate objectives may vary in different areas. A brief glance at 
this hemisphere indicates a set of conditions quite distinct from that 
faced by international communism in Europe or Asia. Unlike those 
continents, the Western Hemisphere has a long and unique history of 
peace and unity. It is composed of 21 sovereign nations that have 
lived together in almost unbroken tranquillity for more than 100 years 
A very real sense of unity has always prevailed among these 21 nations, 
based on tangible bonds between them, and enal ling the 160 million 
people of Latin America and the 160 million people of our own Nation 
to live side by side in genuine friendship and mutual respect. 

The bonds of unity are historic and permanent. We in the 
Americas have a common origin, in that our countries were originally 
settled as colonies by Kuropean powers and achieved independence by 
revolutionary wars against those same powers, at about the same time. 
We have common religious beliefs, derived from the great Judaic- 
Christian tradition. We have common ideals of government, which 
sprang from the struggle for liberation from foreign oppression. We 
are jealous of our national independence and sovereignty. Added to 
these common ties is a broad community of interests, represented by an 
extremely high level of mutual trade and economic interdependence. 
The ideal of Pan Americanism and its corollary of inter-American 
cooperation have preserved the hemisphere as an island of peace ina 
world repeatedly shaken by international wars. 

Now this unity presented a special problem to the Communists. 
The natural cohesion of this he misphere, its spontaneous resistance to 
foreign interference, stood as a serious obstacle to Communist ad- 
vances, and forced them to han to break down hemispheric solidarity, 
as ans first step toward weakening the defenses of individual countries. 

for almost 30 years, international communism has been probing 
— stabbing into different countries of Latin America, searching for 
the weak spot in the line; if one country could be won, it would serve 
asa nesting place from which to infect others, one by one. In the late 
1920's and early 1930’s, Mexico was the object of greatest Communist 
activity; in the midthirties, the attack shifted to Brazil and Chile; 
then, in the early forties, Cuba was the scene of large scale Communist 
organization and direct Soviet infiltration. But in each of these 
countries, after initial successes, the Communists suffered reverses, 
due either to changes in political conditions or to the inherent strength 
of their governments to throw off subversive infiltration. What the 
Communists needed to win was the right set of political conditions, 
plus a cooperative government; and the cardinal opportunity pre- 
sented itself in Guatemala in 1945. 

Political conditions in Guatemala turned favorable for Communist 
plans at that time. On October 20, 1944, the long-time dictator, Gen- 
eral Ubico, was overthrown by a group of young army officers and 
civilians. As almost always happens, the e nd of a long era of political 
repression was marked by a swing to the extreme left. When Juan 
Jose Arevalo, the exiled Marxist schoolteacher who called himself a 
spiritual socialist, was elected President by a radical coalition, he 
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opened the doors of Guatemala to Communist agents. Vincente Lom- 
bardo Toledano, Moscow’s most seasoned agent in the hemisphere, was 
invited from Mexico to organize the labor unions. V irginia Bravo 
Letelier, the leading woman Communist in Chile, who now directs 
propaganda activities from East Berlin, was called in to organize the 
educational system. Experienced Communist leaders from neighbor- 
ing countries, such as Medardo Mejia from Honduras, Abel Cuenca 
from Kk] Salv; ador. aa K de lbe Arto ‘Tor res from Nic ‘aragua, were given 
important positions in the Government’s own press, radio, and propa- 
ganda services. Alfonso Solorzano, who spent years in Mexico as aide 
to Lombardo Toledano, was placed in charge of the new Social Se- 
curity Institute. The Communist movement, still largely under the 
leadershi p of foreign Communists, gained control of the important 
fields of labor organization, education, public information, and social 
services. These are precisely the fields in which public opinion can be 
shaped and political power organized. The superior organizing skill 
of the Communists, who had been trained abroad while the long dic- 
tatorship left the country barren of new — al talent, won them the 
leadership which they could wield to make Guatemala a Soviet satel- 
lite and an enemy of he ‘mispheri ic defense. 

Your committee, Mr. Chairman, has already reviewed the detailed 
evidence of the penetration and control of the Guatemalan Govern- 
ment progressively achieved by international communism, with the 
blessings of Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, between 1945 and 1954. 
The Department of State has made available to the committee an ex- 
haustive study of this penetration. It should nevertheless be impor- 
tant to your investigations to analyze how the Communists went about 
gaining control of the Government, and why this control was a threat 
to the peace and see urity of the United States and its neigh bors. 

The specific acts of Communist infiltration into the Guatemalan 
Government were merely parts of a master plan to subvert a national 
social revolution as it began to get underway in 1945. The Guate- 
malan people were eager for social improvement, and would undoubt- 
edly have attained it in an orderly way had there been no foreign in- 
terference. But as the movement for reform was young and inexperi- 
enced, the Communists seized the opportunity to dominate it through 
a handful of Communist agents, working for the interests of the Soviet 
Union and not the Guatemalan people. The formula of domination 
was to ride the swelling tide of nationalism. 

Marxism-Leninism has long indoctrinated its agents with a tech- 
nique whereby a determined, disciplined minority can get aboard a 
national movement oe use the aspirations and energies of a vast 
majority of people in a given country to lift itself into power. The 
trick was first turned i 1917, when the Russian Bolshevik (Commu- 
nist) Party, numbering then about 110,000 members, gained control 
of the huge Russian Empire numbering about 150 millions. Lenin’s 
device was simple; toa war-weary people he spoke and repeated four 
magic words, “Bread, peace, land, work.” Nothing in these words 
spoke of Communist ideology. In Guatemala, the same technique 
was applied. The Communists spoke loudest as self-proclaimed 
champions of higher wages, better labor conditions, child and mater- 
nity care, hospitals, education, agrarian reform, the end of alleged 
foreign monopolies. They identified themselves with individual and 
national aspirations. This made it difficult to oppose them as the 
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foreign agents they really were, and their superior organization and 
discipline made it profitable politically to go along with them. Their 
political power became so strong that in 1955, being numerically the 
smallest of the four parties composing the Government front, they 
could still direct the entire coalition. The Minister of the Interior, 
in charge of the police, announced that “to be anti-Communist is to be 
anti-Government.” 

This success is worthy of your special study, because it was achieved 
by a new technique, which last year the Communists gave a national 
name, the “Guatemalan way.” It was a distinct improvement on 
former methods of subversion. “The Guatemalan way” of posing as 
national champions while infiltrating other parties and the Govern 
ment, was superior to the “Yenan way” devised by the Chinese Com 
munists under Mao, whereby political leaders were subverted and 
neutralized by placing them under secret obligation to the Communists. 
The “Yenan way” had made it possible for a small group of Commu- 
nists, working out of a poor and remote province, eventually to gain 
control over all China and now to threaten all Asia. It is not incon 
ceivable that the technique of the “Guatemalan way” could have 
subverted the Governments of the rest of Central America, had it not 
been checked. 

Now it is noteworthy that this “Guatemalan way” does not require 
the use of military force to gain power, as was necessary to the Com- 
munist seizure of the governments of Eastern Europe. In that area, 
the overwhelming threat of the Red army on the border undermined 
the possibility of successful national resistance. The threat of Soviet 
military might was easily and directly brought to bear against nations 
contiguous to Soviet territory. Again, it’ is noteworthy that the 
“Guatemalan way” did not depend on the large-scale shipment of wat 
material and other supplies from the Soviet Union, as was done to 


maintain the forces of the Chinese Communists. Guatemala is 6,000 
miles from Soviet ports, and before the notorious Alfhem shipment 
of arms on last May 15, Guatemala received little if any direct ship 


ments from the U.S. S. R. 

The unique success of the “Guatemalan way * was that control of the 
state could be achieved by internal political infiltration, far from the 
Soviet fatherland, without armed force. The outstanding feature of 
this success was the seizure of leadership of a nationalist revolutionary 
movement, perverting its legitimate purposes to the Communists’ own 
ends. The danger of the “Guatemalan way” was that it might be ap- 
phed elsewhere in the area, where political and economic conditions 
permit, with similar success. This would mean the creation of Soviet 
satellites in the heart of the Americas; it would make a mockery of our 
Caribbean defense zone, and introduce a hostile power into the strate- 
gic area of the Panama Canal. And it would split this hemisphere 
into two camps. fragmenting its unity and depriving small nations 
of the protection now derived from the combined strength of common 
defense. 

It was quite obvious to our Government, and to those of our neigh- 
bors in Central America, that communism in Guatemala threatened 
the peace. Indeed, Guatemala’s small neighbors were under relent- 
less pressure, as was reported by Ambassador John E. Peurifoy in 
his testimony before this committee in Washington a week ago. To 
cite a few of the numerous acts of aggression aimed against Central 
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American governments, we may count: (1) the training, support, and 
material assistance given Communist agents expelled by these coun- 
tries and we ee into Guatemala, often being rewarded with Gov- 
ernment jobs; (2) against El Salvador, the propagandizing for agra- 
rian reform on the Guatemalan model and the infiltration of labor ‘and 
student groups by Guatemalan Communist agents; (3) against Hon- 
duras, the instigation and support of a general strike that dented its 
economy by paralyzing the north coast area for 8 weeks this spring- 
time: (4) against Nicaragua, the assistance given Nicaraguan revolu- 
tlonaries, some of whose leaders left Guatemalan soll to partic ipate 
in the attempt to assassinate President Somoza last April; (5) against 
Costa Rica, the subversive activity of the Guatemalan Ambassador 
openly manifested in his public address to the anti-Government Com- 
munist-controlled labor federation; (6) against Panama, the propa- 
ganda work of the Guatemalan Ambassador among Panamanian 
workers, which led to his recall. 

These overt acts of interference were symptomatic of the clandes- 
tine attacks pushed against Guatemala’s peaceful but vulnerable neigh- 
bors. Already facing difficult economic problems that strained their 
limited resources, these small nations had to cope with subversive agi- 
tation, expertly directed by experienced agents from their base in 
Guatemala, a front for Soviet infiltration. It was an unequal struggle, 
in which the odds were heavily against the continued independence of 
Central America, whose governments might sooner or later have been 
toppled over, one by one, like a row of dominoes. 

The extent to which the foreign policy of Guatemala had already 
become an instrument of Soviet intrigue against the United States 
was clearly shown before two international bodies in the first 6 
months of this year. The first was the 10th Inter-American Con- 
ference, held at Caracas in March; the second was the Security Council 
of the United Nations, in emergency session last June. 

At Caracas the United States delegation proposed to its sister 
Republics of the Americas that the intervention of international 
communism in this hemisphere, controlling the political institutions 
of any American state and extending to this hemisphere the political 
system of an extracontinental power, would constitute a threat to 
the sovereignty and political independence of the American states, 
endangering the peace of America, and would call for a meeting of 
consultation to consider appropriate action in accordance with exist- 
ing treaties. The principal treaty referred to was the Rio Treaty 
for Reciprocal Snelidians under which a threat to the peace is to be 
met by joint action of all the American states. The A coin reso- 
lution, well entitled a “Declaration of Solidarity for the Preservation 
of the Political laaaaelis of the American States Against Interna- 
tional Communist Intervention,” would properly expose the inter- 
ventionist character of international communism and its danger to 
the peace of the hemisphere should it gain control of any American 
state. 

Guatemala, then acting at Caracas at Soviet dictation, opposed our 
resolution in violent terms and sought to split the delegates by the 
usual Soviet tactic of accusing the United States of the very inter- 
vention and aggression that the Soviet itself was compounding. The 
Foreign Minister of Guatemala, speaking the Soviet line with a 
Spanish accent, cast the sole opposing vote against the resolution, 
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which was carried by 17 to 1. To be consistent and to prove the 
depth of his sellout. the Foreign Minister abstained from voting on a 
resolution against racial segregation introduced by Panama because 
of the phrase “as one of the ways to fight international communism. 

Perhaps the most significant act Guatemala took at Caracas was to 
rescind its previous votes in 1948 and 1951 against Communist inter 

vention in the hemisphere, making Guatemala the only nation in Latin 
America not to take a stand against the Communist menace. The 
Soviet inspiration for these tactics was openly shown at that time 
when Carlos Manuel Pellecer, Communist deputy and frequent visitor 
to Moscow, revealed that the Foreign Minister had conferred with the 
Communist-dominated alliance of political parties and the Commu 

nist labor groups before departure for Caracas “to work out the line 
to be followed by the Guatemalan delegation.” 

When, in June, Guatemala attempted to bring charges of aggres 
sion against two neighboring states before the Security Council of 
the United Nations, we again witnessed the open spectacle of a Guate 
malan puppet mouthing the words of its Russian master. The two 
Latin American members of the Security Council, Colombia and 
Brazil, respect ively moved and seconded that the complai t be rete} red 
to the Organization of American States, where it properly belonged 
under the charters of both organizations. (Guatemala of course did 
not wish to follow the charters, and thereby lose the aid of its Soviet 
mentor, which has no vote in the Organization of American States, 
but the overwhelming majority of the Security Council agreed with 
the proposition of the two Latin American members. When the vote 
was taken, it was 10 to 1, but that 1 was a Soviet veto, and was 
cynically used, for the 60th time in U. N. history, to thwart the intent 
of the majority. The identification of Guatemala’s charges with 
Soviet sponsorship was complete, however, and the Council cl amber 
almost echoed the growl of the Russian bear as cvertone to Guate 
malan performance in the role of a stooge. 

It is very clear, Mr. Chairman, that the United States is the real 
target at which international communism is aiming when it seeks to 
break the unity of this hemisphere, to subvert the gvovernments of 
small countries to its purposes, and to pervert the peaceful purposes 
of international organizations into sounding boards for vicious propa 
ganda assaults against the United States and its friends. 

The danger to us and the continent which this Communist inter- 
vention in Guatemala represented has now been averted, but not 
eliminated. As long as international communism adheres to its ide 
ology of world conquest, this danger will persist everywhere. We 
may take confidence from the Guatemalan experience, however, that 
by continued vigilance and close analysis of the objectives and methods 
of communism in this hemisphere, we and our neighbors can continue 
to devise means to defeat it. 

Mr. Hitiines. Mr. Leddy, that is an extremely comprehensive and 
interesting statement. I think it is probably one of the best state- 
ments we have received on this general situation, on Central America 
particularly, and the analysis of Guatemala: and I wish to congratu- 
late you on it, and I assure you it will be extremely helpful to this 
committee and its study. 

The hour is close to 5 o’clock, and in view of the comprehensive- 
ness of your statement I think it might be well if the committee 








202 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


members and the staff had opportunity to look it over overnight, and 
to study it from the standpoint of questions which will undoubtedly 
be suggested as a result of your statement. If there is no objection, 
Mr. Bentley, we might recess at this time until tomorrow morning, 
at which point I will ask you to appear at 10 o’clock in the same room, 
Federal Building, as our first witness, to answer questions concerning 
your statement, if that meets with your convenience and approval. 

Mr. Leppy. I will be very happy to be here, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitnines. Fine. Then following your statement we will hear 
Mr. Erwin, Mr. Leo Carrillo, of the movie colony, and Mr. Gene Fuson, 
of San Diego. There being no further business at this time, the com- 
mittee stands adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon an adjournment was taken until the next day, Friday, 
October 15, 1954, at the hour of 10 a. m.) 
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House or RepresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LaTIN AMERICA, OF TH! 
Houser Sevecr Commirres To INVESTIGATE 
CoMMUNIsT AGGRESSION AND THE FoRCED 
INCORPORATION OF THE Bauric States Intro tHe U.S.S. R., 
. Os Ange Le 8, Calif. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10: 25 a. m., courtroom 9, 
Federal Building, Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Patrick J. Hillings 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Messrs. Hillings and Bentley. 

Also present: Petrich McMahon, consultant to committee, and Wil- 
liam F. Price, special counsel. 

Mr. Hitirnes. The Subcommittee on Communist Penetration of the 
Western Hemisphere will continue its session this morning, hearing 
as our first witness Mr. Raymond G. Leddy, the officer in charge of 
Central America and Panama affairs desk, Department of State. We 
were delayed a bit this morning because we were waiting for a state- 
ment to be completed by one of our other witnesses, and I anticipate 
that it will be ready by the time we complete the testimony of our 
present witness. 

Mr. Leddy, yesterday you presented an opening statement in which 
you discussed the general situation in your section of Latin America, 
that section to which you have been assigned by the Department. of 
State. The committee has a number of questions. I will turn first 
to my colleague, Congressman Bentley, to let him lead off with the 
questions. Mr. Bentley. 

Mr. Bentitey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Leddy, I may say that you have presented the subject to the 
committee with a very complete, informative, and well-written state- 
ment. The committee understands you prepared it yourself, is that 
correct ? 
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Mr. Leppy. That is right, Mr. Bentley. I’m glad that it is helpful. 

Mr. Benttey. Very helpful indeed. I would like to find out, Mr. 
Leddy, if I can—and I'm sure it is completely borne out in your state- 
ment—why was it that in Guatemala the Communist world seemed to 
think they found a weak link, weak enough, at least, to warrant the 
effort they made in trying to take over that country ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. Mr. Bentley, I believe that an accurate analysis would 
be that the conditions in Guatemala were more favorable to the Com- 
munist penetration than anywhere else in the hemisphere at that time. 
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As you know, the Soviet Union had embarked on a program of expan- 
sion immediately following the end of World War II. That expan- 
sion in Europe was physical, visible. It was backed up by military 
might. That expansion went on in Asia. It is still going on in 
southeast Asia. 

In the Western Hemisphere, where the Soviet Union is not a neigh- 
bor, where it does not have contiguous territory, the expansion has 
to be indirect. It has to be by infiltration. Therefore conditions have 
to be found which are favorable to infiltration. Those conditions did 
exist more favorably in Guatemala than in any other country in the 
hemisphere at that time. ; . 

First, because Guatemala had just had a revolution which turned 
out a long-term dictatorship. The people were ready and eager for a 
change. Secondly, the economic and social conditions in Guatemala 
were favorable for agitation. Soc iety was relatively feudal, wealth 
of the country was held by a small number of people; that wealth con 
sisted almost entirely of land, that land was in the hands of a small 
number of long established families. 

Therefore, the people who wished a change were ready to listen 
to programs which would carry out their desires for obtaining land, 
for obtaining better labor conditions, better wages, more advantages 
in education, in health, national reconstruction, and so forth. 

There was an additional factor which should not be overlooked, and 
that. is that Guatemala had depended for a long number of decades 
on foreign economic activity. A few companies, which happened to 
be American, had paced the economic development of the country— 
and it is popular in Guatemala, as indeed it is everywhere, to accuse 
the foreigner of domination. So this complex of circumstances made 
it attractive for the Communist movement to move into Guatemala 
and put more strength there than anywhere else because it had a 
greater opportunity there than anywhere else. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. That’s very interesting. 

Now, the situation in the other Central American States which is 
within your jurisdiction in the Department is, of course, of interest 
also to this committee. Would you be prepared to say, sir, now that 
the Communist problem has been solved, at least for the time being, 
in Guatemala, which of the other states in Central America, including 
Panama, in which of those other states we might expect to find a more 
serious or most serious Communist problem ? 

Mr. Leppy. While comparison is relatively difficult, Mr. Bentley, 
I think it is clear that at the present time Communist emphasis has 
shifted from Guatemala to Honduras. 

Mr. Bentitry. To Honduras. I see. 

Mr. Leppy. The Communists are opposed by rather formidable diffi- 
culties in some of the other countries. The Government of Nicaragua, 
for instance, is strongly anti-Communist and is a strong government. 

The Government of E] Salvador has been taking active measures 
against Communists for a period of 4 to 5 years. 

In Costa Rica conditions are not as susceptible to Communist ad- 
vancement because the economic and political level of the people is 
higher, and while there is some Communist agitation, the Costa Rican 
Government has been strongly anti-Communist for a long number of 
years and has made the Communist Party illegal over this period. 
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However, in Honduras the economic de ‘velopment is more retarded 
and political development is not yet stable. The elections which were 
held only last Sunday were regarded by the Communists as an attempt 
to gain further influence in “ political system. They have had very 
little influence in Honduras, but due to the fact that there is now a 
period of relative transition and of political activity they are seeking 
to take advantage of that, just as they did in the springtime of this 
year in the strike which they ins stigated and ran for 8 weeks. 

Mr. BentLey. In other words, you wouid sav that the e mph asis has 
shifted from Guatemala to Honduras because the Communists feel 
that the situation in Honduras at the present time offers them the most 
favorable opportunity, according to their way of thinking? 

Mr. Leppy. That is right. 

Mr. Bentiey. I presume that British Honduras may not be with in 
your jurisdiction, but do you know anything about the situation there 4 

Mr. Leppy. It is naturally of interest to us, Mr. Bentley, even 
though in the organization of the State Department it falls under the 
British Empire jurisdiction. Being a neighbor of Guatemala, British 
Honduras is always of interest to the Central American officer. Con 
ditions there are, have been, somewhat unsettled. There has been 
some doubt as to whether the party which has obtained a large elee- 
toral leadership was or was not influenced by Communists. That 
party, known as the PUP, had in the past had some attempts at Com- 
munist infiltration. British Honduras, as you probably know, has 
a relatively small population in a relatively large area; there are 
only 75,000 in the entire territory, and the population is rather he: —" 
concentrated in the area of the capitol, Belize. While I do not have 
any authority to discuss the extent of Communist penetration, I 
can assure you that it is of interest to us, and that as of this time 
there is no indication of a link between the P eople’s Party in British 
Honduras and the Communist organization in Guatemala itself. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. Thank you, Mr. Leddy. 

Now, I am going to refer to your prepared statement which you 

gave us yesterday. Toward the close of that statement, on page 13, 
you mentioned the fact that last June in the United Nations the 
Guatemalan delegate from the then Communist-dominated Govern- 
ment attempted to bring charges of aggression before the Security 
Council against two neighboring states. Am I correct in believing 
those neighboring states were Honduras and Nicaragua ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bentiey. And the Security Council voted by a vote of 10 to 1 
to refer those charges of aggression to the Organization of American 
States, the OAS, and was prevented from doing so by the veto of the 
Russian member; am I correct on that? 

Mr. Leppy. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Bentiey. Can you tell me what the disposition of those charges 
have been since that time, if any? I mean, in other words, would that 
Russian veto leave the matter before the Security Council as such? 

Mr. Leppy. No. The result of the Soviet veto was that the Security 
Council took no more action on the motion of Colombia and Brazil to 
refer the matter to the Organization of American States. Therefore 
the complaint of Guatemala was simply before the Security Council 
without any action. However, a resolution introduced by France, 
and adopted unanimously by a vote of 11 to nothing, moved that the 
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Security Council call for a cease-fire between the contending parties 
in Guatemala, and called on all members of the United Nations not 
to furnish aid to either of these contending parties. 

Mr. Benriey. Excuse me, Mr. Leddy—was this French motion 
made after the uprising and the advent of the so-called liberation 
army of Col. Castillo Armas? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir; the date of the Security Council meeting was 
Sunday, June 20, and Col. Castillo Armas had commenced his upris- 
ing of liberation on June 18, 2 days before. 

Mr. Bentiey. Now, were the Guatemalan charges of aggression 
which you referred to in your statement of yesterday also subsequent 
to the advent of the invasion ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir; they came on the following day and were 
directed against the invasion—that is, they claimed that two other 
countries, Honduras and Nicaragua, were invading Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. So the matter, in other words, was pigeon- 
holed and then, of course, due to the change of government in Guate- 
mala, the subject has not been raised again ? 

Mr. Leppy. That is true, as far as the United Nations is concerned. 
Of course, the Organization of American States, which in the view of 
the Department of State and of our friends in Latin America, was the 
proper international agency to investigate the Guatemalan charge, 
did take some definite action. 

Mr. Benritey. Which was—— 

Mr. Leppy. First of all, the inter-American Peace Committee, which 
isa part of the Organization of American States met in Washington, 
went over the Guatemalan charges, organized a committee, and sent 
that committee to Guatemala. However, the committee had only 
reached Mexico when hostilities terminated in Guatemala and the new 
Guatemalan Government requested the committee not to proceed, inas- 
much as there was no hostilities to investigate. The committee there- 
upon decided to return to the United States. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. Thank you. One more point of interest 
which I think you might be able to enlighten the subcommittee on. 

Yesterday one of our witnesses, the former Ambassador to Mexico, 
Mr. William O’ Dwyer, stated that he had been reliably informed that 
since the change of government in Guatemala last summer that no 
assistance of any type had reached that Government from the United 
States. We interrogated him somewhat about that, and expressed 
members of the subcommittee expressed considerable surprise that 
if his information was correct that such was the case—are you in a 
position to say, sir, if his information was correct, and if no asssitance 
has been forthcoming since that time ? 

Mr. Leppy. Mr. Bentley, to answer the question accurately it would 
be necessary for me to make 1 or 2 subsidiary points first in order to 
clarify it, if I may. 

Mr. Benriey. Surely. 

Mr. Leppy. Lest there be any misunderstanding, I do think the com- 
mittee should take cognizance of the policy of our Government of as- 
sistance to Guatemala, which was enunciated by Secretary Dulles 
on June 30, only 2 days after the victory of Castillo Armas, in a radio 
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and television address to the entire nation, in which in the last sentence 
he stated— 


The United States pledges itself not merely to political opposition to comnt 


nism, but to help to alleviate conditions in Guatemala and elsewhere which 
might afford communism an opportunity to spread its tentacles throughout this 
hemisphere. This we shall seek in positive ways, to make our Americas an 


example which will inspire men everywhere. 


The same assurance was repeated by President Eisenhower when he 
accepted the credentials of the new Guatemalan Ambassador in mid- 
August. 

Now, as for assistance under this policy, several things have been 
done and several things remain to be done. As I believe you yourself 
rec ralled, yeste rd: ay, Mr. Be ntle V, the C ongress gave a speci: al ap propri 
ation of $4,750,000 for the Pan-American Highway. This was ob- 
tained in the closing days of the session, at the specific request of the 
Department of State, and it was intended by the Congress that the 
greater part of this money would be available for renewal of construc- 
tion of the Pan-American Highway in Guatemala. We have gone 
ahead on that in conjunction with the Bureau of Public Roads, which 
has the responsibility for construction of the highway, and have 
signed a basic agreement and have gone ahead with the memorandums 
of understanding which implements the agreement, and have engi 
neers now in Guatemala working with the Government to start con- 
struction moving. 

As you know, the United States contributes two-thirds of the cost 
of the construction of the Inter-American Highway. The second 
form of aid is that of technical assistance under the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration. The program which FOA had in Guatemala 
under the old Government was a limited, restricted one on a very 
small budget of $196,000 a year, the smallest in the Americas, and 
was intended merely to continue those projects which had been com- 
menced before Arevalo and Arbenz came into power. They were 
continued in order not to lose the value that had already been in 
vested in them. 

Now, the FOA has a very substantially increased budget for tech- 
nical assistance to Guatemala in the present fiscal year. It has ap 
pointed a country-director who is working out the details of these 
projects, and it is ready to proceed with them as rapidly as possible. 

With this preliminary clarification, I would like to say that with 
regard to the kind of assistance mentioned yesterday, which [ under 
stand to be grant-aid, that this matter is before our Government— 
and while it hasn’t been terminated, I do know that it is under con 
sideration by those who have the responsibility for deciding it. 

Mr. Bentiey. The $196,000, in other words, that was authorized 
by Congress in the previous session, has been merely for the continu- 
ation of previous programs established some time ago, and that is 
presum: ably going on, is that correct ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir, but those would be very substantially in- 
creased under the new budget. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, now, your witness yesterday, Mr. O’ Dwyer, 
testified that the need in Guatemala, the immediate need for economic 
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assistance was for an amount somewhere between 12 and 15 million 
dollars. Do you know, sir, or can you say, if the new Government of 
Guatemala has made a request for any sum in that neighborhood / 

Mr. Leppy. Inasmuch as the matter is still under study by the 
responsible divisions of our Government, Mr. Bentley, I believe that 
you would not wish me to discuss the status of the negotiations. 

Mr. Bentiey. No. I merely asked if such a request—the Guate- 
malans had requested such an amount. If you can’t answer, why, of 
course, I respect your viewpoint. 

Mr. Leppy. It is before the Government, yes, sir. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. Surely. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Will you yield at this point, Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Bentiey. Surely. 

Mr. Hitiines. Isn’t it true, though, Mr. Leddy—and we want to 
establish this as closely as we can for the record, isn’t it true that 
while highway aid and technical assistance is contemplated, actually 
those programs have not yet taken effect / 

Mr. Leppy. It takes time to put them into effect, yes, Mr. Hillings. 

Mr. Hitiines. Again I will repeat my question—actually as of this 
moment, those programs have not taken effect, isn’t that the answer 
“Yes”? 

Mr. Leppy. The answer is yes, as far as paying money for work to 
be done. 

Mr. Hitirnes. I understand. And they are going to take place, 
but right at the moment they still haven’t been completed noel ir as 
the planning is concerned; and then in order to further clarify the 
question, the line of questioning that my alain Mr. Bentley, has 
developed here: Isn’t it also true that there have been no transfers 
of funds in any of those programs, by way of assistance to Guatemala, 
since the new Government took over ? 

Mr. Leppy. As far as the transfer of funds is concerned, that is 
correct, Mr. Hillings. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, could I ask a question at this point ¢ 
Mr. Leddy, is it not true that the Department of State, after a study 
of the Guatemalan situation, recommended that a very substantial 
advance be made immediately to the Government of Guatemala; that 
that recommendation was passed through the Foreign Operations 
Administration several weeks ago, and that thus far no action has 
been taken ? 

Mr. Leppy. Mr. McMahon, the request which was made by the 
Guatemalan Government several weeks ago has been referred by the 
Department of State to the Foreign Operations Administration. 

Mr. Hiiines. So that actually the Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration is the one that must decide what aid, if any, is going to go to 
this anti-Communist government of Guatemala; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes; in general, Mr. Hillings. While these decisions, 
I believe, are not exclusively decided by one agency of the Govern- 
ment, the agency which has the funds assigned to it by the Congress 
is the one which has to make the fundamental decision. 

Mr. Hines. I see. So that insofar as the aid itself is concerned, 
froma technical standpoint, the FOA, the Foreign Operations Admin- 
istration, is the one which is going to have to carry the ball ? 

Mr. Leppy. That is correct. 
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Mr. McManon. Could I ask this further question to clarify the 
situation: Does the Foreign Operations Administration also have the 
authority on the $150 million that Congress granted to the President 
to spend for the purpose of security in any area of the world that 
he sees fit ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McManon. That is as provided by the law which governs the 
Foreign Operations Administration. 

Mr. Bentiry. Just one or two more questions, Mr. Leddy. I cer- 
tainly respect whatever feeling you may have in the matter with 
regard to what you can or cannot state in public before the sub 
committee. 

Now, it is my understanding, of course, that there does exist in the 
present mutual security legislation ample authority to transfer any 
needed amount of funds such as would be the case in Guatemala, 
without new appropriations by the Congress. I am correct on that, 
am I not, sir? 

Mr. Leppy. That is right, Mr. Bentley. 

Mr. Bentiry. Now, you stated, sir, you indicated that you were not 
in position to indicate what amount Guatemala had requested in the 
way of economic assistance, due to the fact that the matter was pres- 
ently under negotiation. I respect your feeling in that matter—are 
you in a position to indicate for what type of projects the request has 
been made, or what type of assistance ? 

Mr. Leppy. In general, yes, Mr. Bentley. The need of Guatemala 
at this time is to put people back to work. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes. 

Mr. Leppy. Therefore, the indicated projects, under which assist- 
ance could be utilized, would be those public-works projects at which 
most people are employed, such as road construction, possibly housing 
rural improvements—the kind of public works a t which the laboring 
class is most generally employed. 

Mr. Benriey. We had indication yesterday, Mr. Leddy, that the 
financial situation of Guatemala was not at all a happy one, due to 
the fact that the leaders of the previous administration had some- 
what stripped the country from the standpoint of finances, before they 
were ousted. Is any support to the direct financial structure of the 
Guatemalan Government contemplated, do you know? Iam speaking 
now from the standpoint of the banks, capital available to the Govern- 
ernment, and that sort of thing. 

Mr. Leppy. As of this time, Mr. Bentley, I cannot say. 

Mr. Benriey. I see. Well, I think that is all, and this has been 
of considerable assistance. 

Now, I would like to go back to a statement you made a few minutes 
ago with respect to Honduras, Mr. Leddy, and that is you have 
indicated that the emphasis on the part of the Communists has shifted 
to Honduras because of circumstances in that particular country 
which seemed to indicate to them they have more opportunity. 

May I inquire as to what steps or action the Department contem- 
plated to meet this particular situation in Honduras, if any? 

Mr. Leppy. Certainly, Mr. Bentley. In the first place, our policy 
is naturally to support and give every feasible assistance to the Gov- 
ernment, the legally elected Government of Honduras. Secondly, to 
extend, as far as possible within the limits of the funds available the 
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technical and economical assistance to Honduras which has been un- 
derway for many years. 

Thirdly, to interest American private organizations, particularly 
labor organizations, to enter into Honduras and assist in the organi- 
zation of labor and to furnish from their own ranks competent, capable 
labor organizers who cannot merely compete with but take the play 
away from the Communists. 

Fourthly, to bring to the United States as large a number of Hon- 
duran leaders in labor and education as we can within the limitation 
of the funds available to the Department. 

Mr. Benritey. Would you say there are any of the programs you 
have > ntioned or any of the programs which might be unique in the 
case Honduras because of the special Communist emphasis upon 
that eae 

Mr. Leppy. The type of programs which I have mentioned are 
rather common to the whole hemisphere. 

Mr. Bentriey. That’s what I thought. 

Mr. Leppy. However, they are given particular emphasis with re- 
ward to Honduras because of the more critical situation which has 
been threatened there than in some other countries. 

Mr. Benriey. Yes. Now, just one more question, Mr. Leddy, and 
then I will conclude as far as I am concerned. 

Is it my understanding that because of the authority in the present 
mutual security legislation that when negotiations with respect to 


assistance to Guatemala are concluded, assistance can be forthcoming 
under the terms of the legislation without need to wait until Congress 
meets again 1n January, the need to ask for new ap proprii itions 

there is sufficient authority and amp ib funds at the time to meet any 


contemplated new program in Guatemala; am [ correct on that, sir? 

Mr. Leppy. Of the funds available to the FOA, Mr. Bentley, we 
believe that there is sufficient margin for allocations to Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes, and sufficient authority. 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir 

Mr. Bentiey. If the funds were not available to transfer from 
another country, another theater, another country program—that sort 
of thing—in other words, what I am trying to bring out, Mr. Leddy, 
is the question of economic assistance to Guatemala. We will not 
have to wait until the 84th Congress meets in January and a new 
appropriation is presented to it, it can go forward before that time 
if the nevotiat ions have been concluded :am I correct ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. You are correct, Mr. Bentley. 

Mr. Bentitey. Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I think Mr. Leddy’s statement has been very interesting and very 
authoritative. That is all I have. 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Chairman, can I make one very brief comment 
in regard to Mr. Bentley’s statement ? 

I think that the statement submitted to this committee by Mr. 
Leddy is the finest factual analysis on the Guatemalan situation that 
I have seen, and I have seen quite a number of them. 

Mr. Bentiey. I would like to concur in that. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Leppy. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Hines. I certainly agree. I don’t know how many of these 
prepared statements our friends in the press here might have seen 
from Government officials. I know as Members of Congress in Wash- 
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ington we all sit on a number of committees, we read statement after 
statement which has come down from those testifying in behalf of 
the executive branch of Government, and they are noted for thei 
dryness and sometimes difficulty in understanding. Mr. Leddy, if 
ever you decide to leave the Department of State you might become 
a very good writer because this was one of the best statements I have 
had an opportunity to see, too. 

Let me ask you a few questions, then, before we let you go—go back 
out into the smog. 

You talked about Honduras as being the next country or the coun- 
try in Central America, which is a danger spot at the moment. They 
had elections in Honduras a few days ago. The press reports in this 
country as to elections in Honduras are not very extensive, and 
chairman of this subcommittee, I, of course, along with my colleague, 
Mr. Bentley, and Mr. McMahon, are extremely interested in those elec- 
tions. I haven’t even a the returns vet. I understand, though, that 
no candidate received a ajority ot the votes for h ol) othee and the 
election has been ea into the House of Re prese ntatives in Hon 
duras. Is that right ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hitzines. Could you give us a little quick analysis of what has 
taken place there in the last few days ¢ 

Mr. Leppy. The elections — h were held Sunday, October 10, were 
for the Presidency and the Congress. Three parties were running in 
the elections, the Nationalist Party headed by Ganeehl Carias, the 
Reformist Party headed by General Williams, and the Liberal Party 
headed by Dr. Villeda Morales. The Constitution of Honduras re- 
quires that to be elected President a candidate must receive an abso- 
lute majority of the votes cast. None of the three candidates received 
this absolute majority. The largest vote was cast for Liberal candi- 
date Dr. Villeda Morales. 

Mr. Hitires. He is the Liberal Party candidate for President / 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hinurcs. He received the largest number of votes? 

Mr. Leppy. He received the largest number of votes, not. however, 
an absolute majority. The second highest vote was received by Ger 
eral Carias, the Nationalist. His full name is Gen. Tiburcio Carias 
Andino. He was the President of the country from 1932 until 1948, 
16 years. His vote totaled somewhat better than 73,000. The third 
candidate, General Abraham Williams, the Reformist Party candi- 
date, received a vote of ap proxim: ite ly 00.000, 

Between the Nationalist and Reformist candidates there was a total 
of about 1,000 votes in excess of the total vote rece ived by the Labe ral 
candidate. Consequently, under the Honduran Constitution, the ele 
tion has to be decided by the Congress. The Congress will 
December 5 

Mr. Hutancs. And on December 5 they will decide the question. 
The witness who will follow you, the former Ambassador to Hon 
duras, probably will have some additional reflections on that situation 
there. 

In your statement, of course, you trace the development of com- 
munism in Guatemala and discuss the general situation there. I think 
it is very important for the American people to know and understand 


meet on 
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how communism actually took hold in Guatemala because there is a 
real case history there and a real lesson to be learned; and we, of 
course, have dealt with that problem extensively in some of our pre- 
vious testimony, particularly Ambassador Peurifoy and Carlos Cas- 
tillo Armas, and others; so we won’t have to go into that again at this 
time. But I do think that there are a couple of points raised by your 
prepared statement on that subject which might be worth some 
elaboration. 

One point, for instance, is the question of Communist control of the 
labor unions and the Communist activity in the field of agrarian re- 
form—which, of course, has been one of the planks that has appealed 
to so many other peoples of Latin America, probably in the natural 
desire for land, but undoubtedly in most of those cases people don’t 
understand the agrarian reform laws that operated in Guatemala. 
Could you give us a brief discussion of, one, the labor code in Guate- 
mala, how it operated, and how this type of code could lead to Com- 
munist control; and, two, a brief elaboration on the subject of the 
agrarian reform law of Guatemala? 

Mr. Leppy. I will be very glad to, Mr. Chairman, and as briefly 
time permits. 

With reference to the labor code of Guatemala, it was clearly a very 
advanced type of labor legislation which went to the extremes of 
placing a great deal of power in the hands of the labor unions and the 
labor inspectors. As a consequence of which, during the period of 
Arevalo and Arbenz, it was very conceivably difficult for an employer 
to obtain an equal hearing before the labor courts. Rec ently it was 
cited to us that one of the leaders, actually a non-Communist labor 
leader during that time who had become a labor judge, had decided 
more than 99 percent of the cases before him in favor of the labor 
complainant; and one of our own respected American labor experts 
expressed the view that to decide more than 99 percent of the cases in 
favor of one side was rather conclusive evidence that evenhanded jus- 
tice was not being distributed. 

The labor code, like the agrarian law, was intended as a means to 
crack the strength of those who opposed the Communists. I would 
like to cite to the committee an article by Serafin Romualdi, the repre- 
sentative of the American Federation of Labor for Latin America, 
and one of our leading experts in that field. This article appeared in 
the American Federationist for September 1954, entitled “Report on 
Guatemala”; and the phrase or sentence I refer to is: 

The monopoly which the Communist Party had in the labor movement and the 
use the Communists had made of the unions for their political purposes have 
led many Guatemalans to look upon unionism as a synonym for communism. 

In other words, the control of the labor organizations and of the 

labor-inspection system of the Government by the Communist Party 
was so complete and was so intended to attack the e mployer class that 
unionism in Guatemala became synonymous with communism. 

Mr. Hitxirnes. So that actually when any employer would go before 
one of these labor courts, 99 percent of the cases were decided against 
the employer; is that right? 

Mr. Lenny. That is the record. Even on the part of a judge who 
was not a Communist. 
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It issignificant, for instance, that the deputy inspector of the depart- 
ment of labor was himself an outstanding Communist—and in many 
Government departments the real power is exercised by the man just 
one rung below the top. That man was Hugo Barrios Klee. Through 
him Communists were infiltrated into the labor department and were 
able to exercise the power to haul employers before the labor courts 
and to have any cases before them decided against them. The labor 
inspectors were always available to champion any complaint, whether 
valid or otherwise. I think it is hardly necessary to inject, Mr. Chair- 
man, that our Government is very well disposed toward effective labor 
legislation and through various international agencies, such as the 
International Labor Organization in Geneva, and through the United 
Nations we have taken very concrete steps to help other countries 
develop labor legislation. However, the type of legislation in Guate 
mala was of the Communist variety, which was not intended to solve 
labor disputes but to foment them in order that the employer class 
might be progressively weakened. 

Mr. Hitires. Now, on the agrarian reform law—— 

Mr. McManon. Before you go into the agrarian reform law, there 
are just 1 or 2 points that I would like to develop for the record on 
the labor code. 

Could you tell us whether or not there was a provision in the labor 
code that compelled the e mploye r to recognize the union if 10 or more 
employees organized such a union? 

Mr. Leppy. There was a provision, Mr. McMahon. 

Mr. McManon. Regardless of the number of employees ? 

Mr. Leppy. Or the percentage which the 10 re presented to the total. 

Mr. Hixtures. In other words, if you had a company with 5,000 em 
ployees, if 10 men got together and formed a union, the Government 
would have to recognize it and the employer would have to recog- 
nize it? 

Mr. Leppy. That is correct. 

Mr. McManon. And if 2 or more unions were forme - 1 under the 
domination of the Communist labor leaders, another by, ‘le us say, 
Democratic labor leaders, if 2 unions were formed, then it was the 
authority of the labor court to decide which union was the legal repre 
sentative of the employees of that company ? 

Mr. Leppy. The labor courts had that authority and they consist 
ently found that the Communist-run union was the union to be recog- 
nized by the employer. 

Mr. McManon. It had been previously testified that one of the first 
steps taken by President Arevalo was to appoint Communists or fel 
low travelers to the labor courts, so that the Communists had a firm 
control over those courts throughout the tenures of Arevalo and Ar- 
benz administrations. 

Mr. Leppy. That is correct. 

Mr. McManon. Was there another provision of the labor code 
which held that whenever there was a dispute between the union and 
the employer that went to the court, and the court decided whether 
or not the dispute was a legal dispute ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes; there was that provision, Mr. McMahon, in the 
labor code, and it was very carefully carried out. 
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Mr. Mc M ATION, And if the employees cared to strike and the labor 
court decided the strike was a legal strike, was there a provision which 
compelled the employer to pay compensation to the strikers ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes. Not merely a compensation, but full pay during 
the strike period, for a legal strike. 

Mr. McMaunon. In other words, the labor code encouraged the 
workers to vo on strike, and once the strike was declared, and was 
declared legal by the courts, the effect was to encourage the strikers 
to hold out for the longest possible period; in other words, they were 
getting pay all the while they were on strike; they didn’t have to work 
but they got their pay‘ 

Mr. Leppy. That is correct. 

Mr. Hitures. I don’t think we will have to go into detail on this 
agrarian reform law because we have had extensive testimony on it, 
but the point I would like to ask you about is this: Wasn’t it true that 
under the agrarian reform law at the time the Communists controlled 
Guatemala, those individuals who were supposedly given land by the 
Government were actually never given title to it. All they were al- 
lowed to do was to use some of this land which could have been with- 
drawn from them at any time if the Communist government had so 
decreed ? 

Mr. Leppy. That is exactly right, Mr. Chairman, and that was one 
of the real purposes of the law, which was to gain control over the 
farm labor class. They could acquire no title to the land, but only the 
use for 25 vears. 

Mr. Hitities. During those 25 years the Government, under the 
law, at any time could take it away from them ? 

Mr. Leppy. It could withdraw the use of the land from them, or 
withdraw the accessibility to tools, or seed, or Government help in 
planting. 

Mr. Hintrnés. I think it is very important that the peoples of 
Latin America understand that; because there is a natural desire for 
land in areas, particularly where there are great holdings by various 
individuals and companies. I think it is also important, in under- 
standing that natural desire, to recognize that under the Communist 
regime the people who supposedly get the land really don’t get any 
title and really don’t have any ownership in it. 

Mr. Leppy. That is very important to understand, Mr. Chairman. 
As a matter = fact. one of the first reforms to be instituted in the 
agrarian law by the new government of Castillo Armas is to change 
this provision about transfer of title. 

Mr. Hiiuinas. Now, at the time of the revolution in Guatemala the 
Soviet Union and some other individuals in some other countries 
charged that the United States had interfered in the internal affairs 
of Guatemala because we recognized the new government of Castillo 
Armas very quickly and because, of course, we had made no secret of 
the fact that we were pleased to see the Communist regime thrown out. 

Isn’t it true, though, that despite such charges of United States 
interference, that the Soviet Union had already invaded the Western 
Hemisphere because the Communist government in Guatemala was 
directed and controlled by Moscow ? 

Mr. Leppy. Yes, Mr. Chairman. The real interference, the real 
intervention in Guatemala was the Soviet intervention, but as a char- 
acteristic Soviet tactic, to divert attention from its own activities, the 
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charge was circulated throughout the world that the United States was 
interfering in Guatemala. 

Mr. Hines. And that certainly when the facts are brought to 
light on Guatemala it certainly should become very clear to the world 
that the Soviet Union had already oe the Monroe Doctrine and 
had invaded the Western Hemisphere by directly and controlling the 
Communist government at Guatemala. 

Mr. Lepvy. There is abundant evidence to that effect. including the 
evidence seized after the fall of the Arbenz government, taken from 
the Government files and from the records of the Communist Party in 
Guatemala. 

Mr. McManon. Could [ask a question at this point, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Leddy, just for the record, would you be at liberty to state 
as to whether or not the Department ever considered invoking the 
Monroe Doctrine during the Communist control of Guatemala ? 

Mr. Leppy. Mr. MeMahon, the Department's position on INnvocatlol 


of the inter-American system, which has grown up and out of the 


Monroe Doctrine, was very clear throughout this springtime. The 
doctrine which President ! Santor enunciated in 1823, which was for 
the purpose of safeguarding his he misp yhere against foreign inte r 


vention and against the infiltration of foreign political systems, has 
been effectively embodied in a series of treaties and organizations 


which we denominate the inter-American system. The Department of 
State, as the agence y of our Government charged with the responsi- 
bility for foreign re ‘lations, has backed and sup ported the inter-Amet 

ican system as the approved method of dealing with such a threat as 
was faced in Guatemala: name ‘ly, that since it is a threat to all of the 


countries of the Americas, it requires action by all of the countries and 
not by one country alone. 


Mr. McManon. But isn’t the fact, which has been testified before 
this committee by several witnesses, _ including yourself, that for 10 
vears the Communists had control of the Guatemalan Government, 


and for 10 years the system which you ioe ribe took no effective meas 
ures to terminate the intervention in the Westren He misphere ? 

Mr. Leppy. Mr. McMahon, I believe the record shows a ovrowinge con- 
trol of Guatemala from the time Arevalo became President in 1945, 
certainly so. The invocation of the inter-American system which was 
under preparation for some time, required certain basie steps to be 
taken in advance, which were taken progressively during that time 
leading up to the Caracas Conference early this year. 

Mr.Hiiires. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Bentley? 

Mr. Bentiry. No, thank you, no further questions. 

Mr. Hmurnas. Do you have any further questions, Mr. MeMahon? 

Mr. McManon. No. 

Mr. HILuinas. Well, Mr. Led ly, we ap prec ate your comil g 5.000 
miles from Washington, D. C., to represent the Department of State 
at these hearings and to give us the views of the Department and 
regret, as we have told some of our other witnesses, that in our beau- 
tiful climate of California we can’t keep our eyes fresh burning a little 
bit: but you have certainly contributed gre: atly to this committee’s 
study. We appreciate it, and we appreciate the splendid cooperation 
that your section of the Department, particularly, has extended to this 
committee in the course of its work and study. Thank you very much. 
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Mr. Leppy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hinures. Mr, J. Erwin. 

Right at this point I might just make this observation: One of the 
most significant points in the testimony so far, I think, is the fact 
that we have not gone as quickly to the assistance of the first country 
to come back from communism as perhaps we should. I am a little 
surprised at the fact that my good friend, Mr. Harold Stassen, who 
is the Administrator of the Foreign Oper ations Administration, has 
not taken as quick an action as I think the facts warrant in the case of 
aid to Guatemala. 

A few days ago Mr. Stassen, speaking in Canada, made a statement 
in which he declared that vast sums . money were going to be avail- 
able to various nations in the Far East; and at the same time we find 
that the Foreign Operations Administration still is wondering what 
to do about assistance of a few million dollars to Guatemala. 

It is quite a paradox, I think, when we consider that we have spent 
billions and billions of dollars trying to encourage resistance to com- 
munism in various countries of the world, like France and Italy and 
other places, and despite the spending of those billions, in many in- 
stances, the Communist Party has actually grown stronger, and in 
many instances, when the chips were on the table and we wanted to 
form a strong defense against communism, those nations who received 
the greatest amount of our aid were sometimes not ready to rally to the 
cause, 

Yet, here in America’s own backyard the little country of Guate- 
mala—3 million people, with only a handful of men taking on an army 
of 6,000—was able successfully to throw out the Communists and 
become the first country to break loose from behind the Iron Curtain— 
and we are still trying to decide whether or not there is going to be 
any assistance for this country whose treasury was bankrupted under 
the Communist regime to such an extent that today in Guatemala 
the Government can’t even pay the salaries of the federal workers. 
While Communist leaders of Guatemala in exile are living high on 
the hog in Mexico City, Acapulco, and various other places, our For- 
eign Operations Administration is still trying to decide whether some 
assistance should be given to the little country of Guatemala. 

I hope, Mr. Bentley, that it will be possible in the next few days to 
find out why it is that some decision can’t be reached quickly in regard 
to this very needed assistance to Guatemala. 

Mr. Erwin, would you tell us what your address is at the present 
time ¢ 

(Mr. J. D. Erwin was sworn as a witness by the chairman. ) 

Mr. Hues. Be seated, please. Give us your full name and 
address. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN D. ERWIN 


Mr. Erwin. John D. Erwin, Chattanooga, Tenn. I am presently 
living in Washington, temporarily. 

Mr. Hines. You are from Chattanooga, Tenn., presently living 
in Washington ? 

Mr. Erwin. That is right. 

Mr. Hitiines. What is your present occupation ? 

Mr. Erwin. I am among the unemployed; just taking a vacation. 
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Mr. Hizzines. What has been your occupation ? 

Mr. Erwin. Newspaperman. I was in the Press Gallery in 
Washington for some 28 years. 

Mr. Hines. You were a newspaperman in Washington? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes, re prese nting the New York Evening World, Phil- 
adelphia Record, and some papers in Tennessee—Nashville, Tenn.— 
and the Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

Mr. Hines. You also have had considerable Government experi- 
ence; is that correct / 

Mr. Erwin. Well, I was 13 years in diplomatic service; yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. What were the oni: you had during those 13 years? 

Mr. Erwin. All in Honduras on two separate tours of duty. 

Mr. Hintines. When were you in Honduras and what rank did you 
hold? 

Mr. Erwty. I was Ambassador there when I resigned this spring, 
and I went there first—I went there, actually, in 1937 as a Minister, 
and in 1943 they raised the Legation to the rank of Embassy, which 
automatically made me an Ambassador, and I served there until 1947, 
10 years at that stretch and I was back there in 1951 as an Ambassador 
and stayed there—well, I came out the last day of February in this 
present year. 

Mr. HmuiNnes. You have a prepared statement ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. Shall 1 read it? 

Mr. Hituines. I think you may well proceed with that at the 
moment, 

Mr. ERWIN. Mr. ( ‘hairman and members ot the committee, I W ish to 
express my appreciation for this opportunity to testify on such an 
important subject. It isasubject that touches every American citizen. 
The constructive work which the committee is doing should be under 
stood and appreciated everywhere. I have listened with considerable 
interest to the testimony of Congressman Jackson, Ambassador 
O’Dwyer, and Mr. Leddy of the State Department, and insofar as my 
own personal knowledge of the facts is concerned, I concur in their 
statements. 

I had the privilege of serving 13 years, in 2 separate tours of duty 
in Honduras, first as Minister and later as Ambassador, prior to my 
resignation in April of this year. During this period I visited other 
Central American countries on many oc jamiOns, including Guatemala, 
for the purpose of forming impressions as to how the policies of those 

governments might —— Honduras. 

I will summarize as briefly as possible my observations, both in 
Honduras and in my contacts with neighboring countries, and I will 
respond to any questions you gentlemen may wish to ask me, with the 
qualification, which I am sure you will understand, that I am still 
bound by the security regulations of the Government which I served. 

The Communist infiltration in Central America has been swift. 

When I first went to Honduras as Ambassador in 1937 communism 
was not even discussed. No doubt agents of the Kremlin were “spying 
out the land” then but Stalin’s government was too busy with the 
threat of a possible invasion from Germany—even with a nonaggres 
sion pact with Hitler being in the making to waste time on small Cer 
tral American Republics. Immediately after the end of hostilities of 
World War II the impact of the Soviet’s efforts to establish itself in 
Central America began to be felt. Constantine Oumanski was made 
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(mbassador to Mexico and set up an elaborate establishment, with a 
praeee i! da serv li i employ ng more pe rsons th: an any other country 
n that « ‘apital. | ombardo Toled: mmo, ace organizer of labor unions, 
began a series of visits to neighboring countries, using Mexico City 
as his base. 

For a time it was difficult for the Communists to penetrate the coun 
tries immediately south of Mexico because Ubico in Guatemala and 
Tiburcio Carias, the dictator in Honduras, would not permit the 
agents to alight from the airlines in those countries and denied them 
the nece ssary Visas. With the overthrow of Dictator —_o Ubico in 
Guatemala in October 1944, followed a short time later by the over 
throw of General Ponce, who briefly followed Ubico, and the assump 
tion of power by Juan Jose Arevalo, as President of Guatemala, Com 
munist agents were welcomed to Guatemala. Arevalo was an ex 
patriate who had lived in Argentina for some years and had given up 
his citizenship in Guatemala. 

Your committee has already heard convineing evidence as to the 
manner in which President Arevalo deliberately placed Communists 
(many of them citizens of other countries) in key positions of his 
government. Fora time Arevalo’s government meticulously observed 
the civil rights of Guatemalan citizens as guaranteed by the constitu- 
tion in an obvious effort to minimize the suspicions of Guatemalans 
regarding the Communist policies that were being adopted. 

nwa as soon as the Communists had integrated their control 
of the government and the social and economic institutions of the 
country, ‘Ave valo gradually assumed complete dictatorial powers, and 
he use d them no less despoti c ally than did his predecessor, the dictator 
Jorge Ubico. Citizens who showed some degree of independence were 
arrested and jailed or deported. Most of these were deported to 
Mexico, some to Salvador. some to Honduras. The Arevalo gvovern- 
ment from time to time issued decrees suspending civil law and con 
stitutional guaranties and arbitrarily imprisoned or deported hun 
dreds of citizens on the tenuous charge that they were disloyal to the 
rvovernment. 

During that period we quickly learned in Honduras that President 
Arevalo had adopted an attitude of hostility toward the United States. 
In Honduras we received reports of speeches that were delivered i 
remote areas of Guatemala in which Arevalo invariably uttered his 
slogan: 

We will never have real democracy here (in Guatemala) until we get rid of the 
North American imperialists in our country. 

In those early days these speeches were usually made in small ham- 
lets and villages in Guatemala and they attracted little or no attention 
in the world’s press. However, either in print or by word of mouth 
these speeches reached Honduras and were circulated among the farm 
workers in an obvious effort to stir them up against their North Ameri- 
can employers. 

This was the first step in a continuing conspiracy by the Commu 
nists in Guatemala to create economic disturbances in Honduras in an 
effort to upset the established government. 

Arevalo commenced a systematic effort to undermine the govern 
ment of former President Tiburcio Carias, who had consistently sup- 
ported the United States throughout World War II by offering free 
naval bases on both the (¢ ‘aribbean and Pacific sides of Honduras and 


wie 
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by other acts of cooperation. Arevalo resorted to diplomatic chan- 
nels, making frequent complaints through our Embassy in Guatemala 
City to the effect that President Carias was planning military action 
against the Arevalo government in an effort to restore the deposed 
dictator, Ubico, then in New Orleans. The United States mission in 
Tegucigalpa, of which I was then the chief, was kept busy over a 
period of months refuting these charges which we found to be com 
pletely baseless. 

I felt then and I feel now that those charges were part and parcel of 
a scheme worked out by Arevalo and the Communist conspirators to 
upset the Carias government and substitute for it one that was sympa 
thetic to the Moscow-dominated government in Guatemala City. 7 his 
was the beginning of a scheme by the Communists to consolidate their 
gains throughout Central America. This first attempt failed when 
President Carias refused to be a candidate to succeed sal in 1948 
and thus confounded Communist charges. Carias was succeeded by 
his Secretary of War, the incumbent President, Dr. Juan Manue 
Galvez. 

I think the activities of Juan Jose Arevalo, after he was succeeded 
in the presidency by his own handpicked candidate, Jacobo Arbenz, 
are very significant to the studies of your committee. He was made 
an Ambassador at La rge, with a handsome salary and a lavish ex 
pense account, with authority to roam not only the countries of Latin 
America but Kurope as we li. He was freque ntly seen on the boule 
vards of Paris and other European capitals; he was also frequently 
seen in the Embassies of the Soviet Union and of the satellite coun- 
tries in whatever nations he visted. When he assumed his new role 
he threw off all pretense of being free from Communist influences. 
When he visited Moscow he gave out a public statement that- 

I‘or the first time in my life I feel that I am breathing the free air of a real 
democracy. 

The problem in which I was most intensively interested, and which 
may interest your committee, was the steady, persistent effort by the 
Guatemalan Government during the regimes of Arevalo and Arbenz 
to infiltrate its neighboring countries with agents of the Communist 
conspiracy. 

Twenty years ago it was not difficult for Honduras to protect its 
borders against the clandestine visits of scheming aliens. But as new 
highways were opened and the exchange of commerce between Hon 
duras and other Central American countries increased, pressure was 
exerted to lessen the restrictions on immigration and the flow of 
travelers and goods. 

With the limited policing by border guards which Honduras is 
able to maintain it has become more and more difficult to keep out the 
Communist agents of the Guatemalan Governments and the agita- 
tors and couriers of Lombardo Toledano, the Mexican Communist 
labor leader, whose goal was and is to organize the agricultural 
workers of Honduras, who play such an important part in the economy 
of the country, into a Communist-controlled union. In April of this 
year, Lombardo and his Communist colleagues in Guatemala de 
livered their most overt blow in an attempt to create economic and 
political chaos in Honduras. The country was in the throes of a bitter 
election campaign. Tempers were being strained close to the snap- 
ping point. After what was obviously months of preparation, the 
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Communists from Guatemala instigated the strike in the banana plan- 
tations and port facilities of the United Fruit Co. and the Standard 
Fruit & Steamship Co. 

As Ambassador Peurifoy testified, this strike literally paralyzed 
the economy of the country. The Communists sought to take advan- 
tage of the chaos to get their first foothold among the workers of 
Honduras in a long-range program to obtain political control of the 
country. 

That is the end of the prepared statement, Mr. Chairman. I will 
be glad to answer any questions that you gentlemen wish to ask me. 

Mr. Hitxirnes. Well, you heard the testimony of Mr. Leddy of the 
State Department. 

Mr. Erwin. I did, sir. 

Mr. Hixxirnes. Do you agree with Mr. Leddy that at the present 
time Honduras is the No. 1 target of the Communists in Central 
America? 

Mr. Erwin. I think that is correct. 

Mr. Hitiines. Why do you think so? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, so far as we know, as far as the outward evidence, 
undoubtedly they concentrated there during this period when they 
paralyzed the biggest industry in the country for 2 or 3 months, and 
while that strike has been settled ostensibly, I am advised that they 
have had slowdowns in loading the banana ships and all that sort of 
thing. 

Mr. Hitires. You probably are familiar with the current status 
of the elections in Honduras, is that correct? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. As Mr. Leddy testified, this election has been thrown 
into the Congress of Honduras and there will be some action on it 
about December 5, is that correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. That’s when it will be taken up, I think that’s when the 
Congress meets. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Do you have any indication as to what might happen 
in that Congress, or could you analyze the election for us so we might 
understand what the alternatives will be in the election insofar as 
congressional action is concerned ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. I do not think I can do that, Mr. Chairman, but I can 
say thiS much, that I feel that I can see 1 or 2 elements there that made 
it possible for the so-called liberal candidate, who is a little too liberal 
for some of the business elements in the country-——— 

Mr. Hitxres. In order to make it possible for us to understand it 
we will probably have to know what the parties represent. What 
sort of a political philosophy is possessed by the Liberal Party of 
Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, that is a very vague affair. Each candidate in- 
terprets his own political views and that represents the party platform 
as far as he is concerned. It is on file with the State Department, I 
couldn’t tell you all the planks of the platform, but when they had a 
convention this last year, last December, I think it was, they did adopt 
some platform, and I do not believe there is anything extremely radical 
in that particular platform. But the candidate really represents his 
own philosophy. 

Mr. Hiiiines. So that they really aren’t defined as parties in the 
sense that they are in the United States? 
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Mr. Erwin. No. For along time Honduras was almost a one-party 
country. The Nationalist Party dominated there for 16 years when 
General Carias was president, and in 1940 the Liberal Party had a 

hard time finding a candidate and they brought back a man from 
Mexico from exile named Julio Huerte, and Huerte didn’t make a good 
campaign—in fact, he closed down and pulled out before election day, 
made it practically a one-man election. 

Mr. Hitures. Well, in that type of situation where the political 
philosophy of the party is not defined, where the individual candidates 

can pretty well control what they are going to do and say, does that 
make it easier for the Communists to get some of their people in in 
these various parties as candidates? 

Mr. Erwin. I would think so, yes, because just for the moment I 
have forgotten who was the vice presidential candidate with Dr. 
Morales—a rather inconspicuous person, as I recall—well, it wouldn’t 
raake very much difference about his past political record because he 
probably hasn’t a very extensive one. 

Mr. HiiirN¢s. So if the Communists could put up candidates in 
other parties who were very glib and personable and so forth it would 
be fairly easy to do and those candidates could practically run on the 
pro-Communist platform because the party labels don’t mean too 
much; is that right? 

Mr. Erwin. That is true. 

Mr. Hituines. Is the Communist Party outlawed in Honduras ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. It is outlawed; yes. 

Mr. Hiwires. But was it your experience and also your opinion 
that m: ny of the candidates of the other parties were actu lly Com- 
munists 

Mr. Dew in. Not during the time I was there. 

Mr. Hitirnes. What do you think about today ? 

Mr. Erwin. I wouldn’t want to say that Morales is a Communist. 
I don’t think he has made any statements himself either way on that 
but I do think he has some friends that might be doubtful in othe: 
countries, 

Mr. Hituines. Will you say that Morales, one of the leading cand 
dates for the Presidency at the present time, has followed the Com- 
munist line in many of his statements and activities ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. I cannot Say that because I heard none of his speec] es 
during the campaign. I didn’t see him quoted. 

Mr. Hit1iNes. Has he, so far as you know, in the past followed the 
Communist line on some issues where the Communists have taken 
determined stands? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, he didn’t hold any politic al office, he was a doctor. 
He didn’t have to vote on anything so it would be pretty hard to say 
about that. i 

One thing that I think helped him in his campaign, his wife was 
one of the first ones to champion women suffrage and this is the first 
year women have voted down there. Mrs, Morales is a charming 
woman, daughter of a former foreign minister of the country now de 
ceased—her father is deceased, I mean—she was one of the people, one 
of the ladies who got out and organized the women voters of the coun- 
try and Dr. Morales had quite a hand in it, too. 

Mr. Hires. The fact he supported women suffrage wouldn’ 
mean he is a Communist ¢ 
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Mr. Erwin. No, no. What I am trying to get at there is in the elec- 
tion he would naturally get a large block of women’s votes—has noth- 
ing to do with communism, of course not. 

Mr. Hutzi1nes. I don’t know whether you are trying to evade my 
question or whether you just don’t have any facts on it. You gavea 
definite inference in your statement that Morales may be a fellow that 
could be friendly to the Communists if he should be President of Hon- 
duras. That was the inference I got from what you said. I want 
you to tell me why. 

Mr. Erwin. That is an impression I have. 

Mr. McManon. Could I ask you to clarify that ? 

Mr. Hues. Just a minute, I want the witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Erwry. I think most of his political friends in nearby countries 
were all pretty much on the radical side. For instance, we don’t 
know how his campaign was financed down there, but it was very well 
financed. 

Mr. Hitiines. Who were some of his friends in these other coun 
tries that you say are very radical ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, we have some word that the President of Costa 
Rica—Betencourt down there in Venezuela—— 

Mr. Hittites. What is his first name ? 

Mr. Erwin. Romulo Betencourt. 

Mr. Hitxires. All right, now, he was a former President of Vene- 
zuela;: isn’t that right? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. 

Mr. Hiiirmes. He was, in effect, kicked out of Venezuela ? 

Mr. Erwin. That is correct. 

Mr. Hittites. And then he went to Costa Rica where he was an 
adviser to the President of Costa Rica for a while. 

Mr. Erwin. That is correct. 

Mr. Hitiies. And Betencourt was affiliated with the various Com- 
munist elements in the different countries in which he has been located ; 
isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Erwty. That is correct. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Isn’t he alleged to have made a speech at one time 
in which he said, “Yo soy Communista” ? 

Mr. Erwin. That is nght. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Which means, “I am a Communist.” 

Mr. Erwin. So quoted. 

Mr. Hines. So that Betencourt has been a great friend of 
Morales ? 

Mr. Erwin. Whenever he went to San Jose to visit, which was 
often, we understood he was usually in his company and was enter- 
tained by him. 

Mr. Hutirnes. I see. Now, who else? What other friends did 
Morales have that you know of? 

Mr. Erwrn. I don’t like to name names of men in office down there. 
Over on the other side I know that some members of the Cabinet came 
over from Guatemala once or twice and they were always enthusias- 
tically received by Dr. Morales and his group of friends. I recall 
1 or 2 members of the Congress who are known Communists—it is 
impossible for me to recall their names now, they are not very con- 
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spicuous men—but it was usually the Morales men who entertaimed 
them when they came to our capital. 

Mr. Hiturines. All right. Mr. McMahon? 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Erwin, could you tell us whether or not Dr. 
Morales received the support of the Communists in Honduras during 
the recent elections ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, that’s a matter of speculation, Mr. McMahon, 
because I was not there. 

Mr. McManon. Was not it publicly reported ! a 

Mr. Erwin. He got a good part of that vote if not all of it, I would 
think. 

Mr. McManon. Wasn’t that publicly reported that he was being 
supported by the Communists ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. Perhaps that word might have come from his political 
opponents, you know, so I might have to qualify my answer to that. 

Mr. Hiutxrés. Could you tell us this, Mr. Ambassador, do you see 2 
way in which the Communists might be able to gain, in the eventual 
outcome of the election in Honduras which is now before the Congress 
for decision; that is, how could the Communists take advantage of it 
for their own benefit? Which way would it have to go or what would 
have to be done? 

Mr. Erwry. It all depends on the composition of the new Congress 
which was elected at the same time, October 10, last week. 

Mr. HirxrNes. It will be the new Congress? 

Mr. Erwin. The new Congress will pass on it. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Do you have any reports yet ? 

Mr. Erwin. No; I am sorry, I have not. 

Mr. Hinxines. You don’t know yet what the makeup will be? 

Mr. Erwtn. No; I do not. 

Mr. Hiturnes. I see. But it’s possible that the Communists might 
very well gain in that election ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes, it’s possible; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hittines. Another question raised by your statement—yo 
talked about this fellow Lombardo Toledano. It has been established 
in previous testimony before this committee that Toledano was a la- 
bor leader who has been active in Communist activity throughout all 
Latin America. I think he was actually Moscow trained, isn’t that 
correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes: I understand, sir. 

Mr. Hires. Sort of the godfather—it seems sort of a terrible 
thing to use the word “God” in connection with communism—he was 
sort of a godfather of Communist movements throughout Latin Amer- 
ica; from what you said in your statement it appears he was ap 
parently also active in establishing the Communist apparatus in Hon 
duras; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes; so far as he could. His agents traveled up and 
down the airlines there and the lines were pretty closely watched, 
the airports, the immigration officers watched those fellows and often 
times had some advance notice about their coming and wouldn’t let 
them get off the planes—make the airlines carry them back if they 
didn’t have the proper visa or whatever they did have. And these 
men were taken to be agents of the Communist labor group and once 
or twice they did get off there in the capital of Honduras and they 
were placed in jail and later on they were released and sent back. — 
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Mr. Hittrnes. You indicated also in your statement that diplomats 
from Guatemala, enjoying diplomatic immunity, were active in Hon- 
duras when the Communists were in control of Guatemala fomenting 
and organizing against the Government which existed there, is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. I don’t think there is any question about that, Mr. 
Chairman. I received that word from the Foreign Minister of Hon- 
duras and from other sources. 

Mr. Huures. The Foreign Minister of Honduras told you per- 
sonally that Guatemalan diplomats were in Honduras, were foment- 
ing Communist activity ? 

Mr. Erwrn. That’s correct, and they were receiving propaganda 
through their diplomatic pouches and shipping it over the country. 

Mr. Huz1nes. How would they operate, to the best of your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, they would have to employ some secret agents 
and it was all clandestine, it was all under cover up to the time I left 
there—there was very little you could see of it on the surface. They 
would employ some agents, send them down, we'll say, to San Pedro, 
which is the most important commercial town in the country, send 
them to the north coast banana fields—and I think in the old days the 
fruit companies were able to police their camps and if strangers came 
in they would cover them and know who they were but they got coming 
on so fast they were overwhelmed near the end. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. Ambassador, did any of the diplomats, so far as 
you know, make speeches around the country of Honduras and advo- 
cate support of the Communists? 

Mr. Erwin. No; they would have been sent away immediately had 
they done that. I think their instructions were against that. 

Mr. Hitxres. I think after you left as Ambassador there were at 
least three Guatemalan diplomats who were declared persona non 
grata and kicked out ? 

Mr. Erwin. I read that in the paper. I do not now that of my own 
knowledge. 

Mr. Hit1trnes. How big is Honduras, what is the population ? 

Mr. Erwry. About a million four hundred thousand, about a-mil- 
lion-three-hundred-and-some-odd thousand. 

Mr. Hitx1nes. In other words, only about half as large in popula- 
tion as Guatemala ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes; about as large as the State of Pennsylvania in 
area and in population only about half, only about not much more than 
a third as large as Salvador. 

Mr. Hiines. About how far is Honduras from the Panama Canal? 

Mr. Erwin. About 700 miles, I believe—that’s rough. 

Mr. Hitxiines. Seven hundred miles, maybe a little more than 2 
hours’ flying time and less than that by jet? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes; correct. 

Mr. Huurnes. So, if the Communists are successful in their bid for 
control of Honduras which you and the De partment of State and 
others indicate is the No. 1 Communist target in Central America at 
the present time, if they are able to move in Honduras certainly the 
Panama Canal would be seriously threatened ? 

Mr. Erwin. I think so, sir. 
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Mr. Hit11nes. You say—your answer is—— 

Mr. Erwin. I think that is true. 

Mr. Hitires. That is your feeling? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Did you notice in the course of your service as Am- 
bassador, particularly the latter part of that service, whether or not 
agitators from Guatemala, in addition to these diplomats, were coming 
into Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. We heard that they were and they they were traveling 
out on buses all over the country to the small hamlets and meeting 
other agents and having secret meetings, but there were no publi 
meetings. The Government wouldn’t have stood for that. 

Mr. Hitxrnes. In other words, there were other people besides dip 
lomats from Communist Guatemala who were coming into Hlonduras 
apparently to agitate and organize for the Reds? 

Mr. Erwin. That is true. 

Mr. Hitx1nes. Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Bentitey. Mr. Ambassador, does Honduras have territory on 
both the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Bentiey. Goes all the way across the isthmus? : 

Mr. Erwin. That’s right. 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you. Now, getting into this prepared stat 
ment of yours, on page 2 you refer to the coming of Mr. Constantino 
Oumanski as Ambassador from the Soviet Union to Mexico and 
propaganda activities after he arrived there. What propaganda 
activities do you recall he established or set up that affected Ho 
duras ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. Well, we only know that they set up a very large 
Embassy for the first time in Mexico City—we have that from our 
official reports—and that they were entertaining very elaborately; 


and, of course, where they have a oreat many people 1! ind make a 
great many contacts that is for the purpose of converting and send 
ing people out. Now, in that connection, though, he was just getting 


ready to go to Costa Rica—he had never made a trip to Central 
America himself—but he was on the plane, just started for Costa 


Rico to some—I don’t know whether it was swt earing in of a President 
down there, but some very big ceremony—— 

Mr. Bentiey. I think I can refresh your memory on that. H as 
going down to establish a Soviet legation in San Jose, Costa Riea. 


Mr. Erwin. That is it. He was killed that morning on takeoff. 

Mr. Bentiey. March 1945. 

Mr. Erwin. Never got into those countries, as I recall it. I don’t 
believe he got there. 

Mr. Bentiey. No. The question, Mr. Ambassador, was with regard 
to this propaganda. Did any of this propaganda seep from Mexico 
into Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. Some of the literature, yes; I think we saw some of it 
from time to time, and we were not always able to place exact ly where 
it came from, but it appeared. 

Mr. Bentiey. It was Communist propaganda, Communist litera- 
ture, that came out of the Soviet Embassy of Mexico City into Hun- 
duras? 
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Mr. Erwin. Yes. 

Mr. Bentiey. You did see some of that ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes; I think that is true, sir, some time ago. 

Mr. Bentiey. What type of propaganda literature was it, do you 
recall ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, it was usually attacking some of the policies of 
the United States, attacking some of the American concessionaires, 
and things of that kind. 

Mr. Benriey. At the time Mr. Oumanski was Soviet Ambassador 

Mexico, it was during the war when the Soviet Union was sup- 
posedly an ally and a good neighbor and friend of ours, at that time 
did the literature attack the United States? 

Mr. Erwin. Do you recall the date of his 

Mr. Bentiey. I recall he was killed in March 1945. 

Mr. Erwry. 1945. Well, it is very doubtful that that emanated 

from him during his regime. We vot things out of Mexico, out of the 
Mexican Embassy there but it is doubtful that that emanated from him 
during his regime that we got things out of the embassy there—it’s 
doubtful, if it was 1945 when he was killed. I was thinking it was a 
little later than that. 
- Mr. Benriry. Well, let’s go on a little bit lower on page 2 of your 
statement, Mr. Ambassador. You referred here to Gen. Tiburcio 
Carias as the dictator in Honduras. How was Carias a dictator; in 
what form would you call him a dictator ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, he controlled the army and I think he pretty well 
controlled the Congress in those days; I think the Congress was very 
much under the general’s domination and by common acceptance he 
was a dictator—a benevolent dictator. I don’t think he ever put any- 
one to death for political reasons, and they claim he put a few in 
prison for political reasons but they didn’t stay there very long. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, during this time of which you are speaking 
would you qualify Honduras as a totalitarian country ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, we never regarded it as such but T suppose some 
people might make that comparison. Of course, during the war he 
was cooperating with us on everything and we were not averse to see- 
ing him 

Mr. Bentiry. Well, were there any liberties or freedoms which are 
present, for example, in this country, which were not present in Hon- 
duras? 

Mr. Erwtn. Well, they didn’t have an entirely free press, perhaps, 

those davs;: but did have reasonable liberties and didn’t make any— 
1 notice they didn’t make any regular attacks on the President toward 
the end of his regime, and then he seemed to ease up a little bit and 
then some pretty vicious attacks were made in one little Communist 
paper they had there. 

Mr. Bentiry. This dictatorship of Carias has sort of loosened up; 
is that the idea ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, you see, General Galvez came in, who was in his 
Cabinet as Secretary of War, he came in on the Ist of January 1949 
or 1950, and I think after that Galvez relaxed all the controls, quite 
a bit. 

Mr. Bentiry. Well, I see here that you say, on top of page 5 of your 
prepared statement, that President Carias refused to be a candidate 
to succeed himself in 1948 when Dr. Galvez succeeded him. 
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Now, am I correct in believing that in the recent elections that 
Carias was again a candidate ? 

Mr. Erwin. Oh, yes; he was the candidate of the Nationalist Party. 

Mr. Bentiery. I see. Well, I just am curious as to why he stepped 
out of it after having such a tight control of the country—as you say 
he did—stepped out in 1948 and then made the decision to return. 

Mr. Erwin. Well, of course, Galvez was his candidate, there is no 
question about that, he was a handpicked candidate and everybody 
thought it would be a continuation of the Carias regime. 

Mr. Benrury. It didn’t work out that way / 

Mr. Erwin. Didn’t work out that way. There were a great many 
frictions growing out of it; Dr. Galvez wanted to be his own pre — - 
and he got rid of most of the Carias Cabinet, a great many of the 
Carias officeholders, and the usual trouble started then. 

Mr. BENTLEY. Well, now, here’s the reason ( ‘arias 1s again a candi- 
date or was again a candidate, the fact that he felt it necessary to 
return to regain some of the power he left 

Mr. Erwin. I don’t think it was so much thirst for power. This 
Communist business was an obsession with him. I believe he does 
believe more than anybody else he is qualified to fight the advance of 
communism there. Whether that is true or not, I am not qualified to 
say. 

Mr. Bent ey. He doesn’t regard the other people who are running 
for the office of President as sufficientiy qualified to fight communism. 

Mr. Erwin. Iam sure he does not regard Dr. Morales that way. As 
for General Williams, I think that whatever differences there were 
between them were more or less personal. Williams is the conserva- 
tive, he was his vice president, you know. He resigned after some 
personal differences back in about 1946 or 1947. 

Mr. Bentiey. I understand, Mr. Ambassador, that a little bit 
earlier in your testimony when I happened to be absent that you con- 
curred in Mr. Leddy’s statement that the emphasis of communism, so 
far as Central Ameri ica is concerne vd, | is now Honduras. 

Mr. Erwin. Yes, sir. That is true, but that does not exclude—they 
are busy in other countries, we know more about it there and it is more 
obvious. 

Mr. Bentiey. And you were present, I believe, during his testimony 
earlier this morning, and would you say that the circumstances in 
Honduras are more favorable to the advent of communism than those 
of any other Central American country ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. No, I don’t believe that is entirely true. It is true this 
year that they had a little better opportunity whic the political cam- 
paigns were on and articles went all over the country and making 
statements and speeches in every little hamlet, but <" country of Hon- 
duras, up until the time they had this strike that lasted for the last 
several months, was in very sound condition, and I think it’s absolutely 
true that the workers there for the banana companies were pi aid better 
than they were in some of the other countries. It has always been that 
way, I don’t know why economic conditions have always been a little 
better than they were, for instance, in Guatemala. 

Mr. Bent ey. Is there quite a discrepancy in the living standards 
of the Honduran people? 

Mr. Erwin. In favor of Honduras. 

Mr. Bentiey. I say, among the people of Honduras. 
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Mr. Erwin. Oh. Yes: I think that’s true in most of the Latin coun- 
tries, that you don’t have much of a middle class built up there yet, 
but it is just coming on. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, what I am trying to find out, Mr. Ambassador, 
is if there are, according to your opinion, any particular reasons why 
communism would feel that it had more of an opportunity in Hon- 
duras than in 7 other country in Central America. 

Mr. poe ix. I don’t think that that belief is justified. They may 
feel so, but the Hondurans have never leaned to communism as a peo- 
ple, and it has been more this work among the laborers, people in the 
banana fields who really don’t know what communism is—they merely 
know that this new group has come along and given them pe rhaps 
assistance and some advice and told them to go out and agitate for 
better conditions; and I don’t think it has any permanent hold there. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Well, your conclusion then, sir, would be that al 
though the Communists may be — more of an attempt in Hon- 
duras than in any other country in Central America, they have no 
particular reasons, no particular fe portunities for doing so that they 
would not find in neighboring countries ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. I think that’s a fair statement; yes, sir. 

Mr. Bentitey. Thank you. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hintines. Mr. McMahon? 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Ambassador, isn’t it true that in Honduras 
labor unions have been practically prohibited for all practical 
purposes ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. They have never had any labor unions there. 

Mr. McManon. And did not that fact give the Communists the 
opportunity to go into Honduras and organize the workers and the 
fruit company plant: ations ? 

Mr. Erwin. That is true. 

Mr. McManon. And create the strike. In other words, the effective 
Pees of democratic unions throughout the long period in the 
country gave the Communists the opportunity to go in and foment 
Matias’ 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. And when these labor troubles arose, there were 
no spokesmen on the side of the workers that the companies could 
talk to and trust, you know. They doubted all of these leaders and 
thought they were probably Communists, but there were no trust- 
worthy leaders on the labor side. I think some of the employers have 
regretted they didn’t have some reputable unions in there they could 
deal with. 

Mr. McManon. Now I know, Mr. Ambassador, that you are main- 
taining contacts with friends in Honduras, and while you have not 
been there yourself since May, you are fairly well informed on cur- 
rent developments. Isn’t it true that there is still considerable unrest 
and slowdown strikes in the fruit company plantations of Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. I think I mentioned that when you were out of 
the room, Mr. McMahon, the chairman asked for something there. I 
added that comment, that they are very—they are having slowdowns 
down on their wharves on the Caribbean side, and a good many of 
their commissaries have been broken into, and there has been a great 
deal of disorders during these last few months. 

Mr. McManon. Isn’t the unrest among the fruit-company workers 
which form a large segment of the economy of Honduras, plus the 
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disturbances involved in the recent election campaign, is not that the 


situation which is creating the opportunity for the Communists in 
Honduras ¢ 


Mr. Erwin. I think so. 


Mr. BENTLEY. Well, would you yeeld, Mr. McMahon, please ? 

In spite of the fact that these labor disputes and difficulties, Mr. 
Ambassador, as you say, are creating opportunities for the Commu 
nists, do you think that such opportunities as you made a statement 
a few moments ago are no greater than any other Central American 
countries? You see, sir, what we are trying to find out now, that th 
situation, the problem has been solved in Guatemala, if there is any 
danger of it breaking out anywhere else in Central America? We've 
had the State Department representative tell us that the emphasis on 
the part of the Communists was in Honduras, which you have coi 
firmed. Now, Lam — ring if there is any situation, or any set of 
situations in that country that would warrant the Communists putting 
emphasis on that area 

Mr. Erwin. I don’t know what the conditions are, for Instance, 1n 
Nicaragua, San Salvador, and Costa Riea right now. All I know 
is these reports from time to time. I have personal friends write me 


that they are still having some good deal of labor unrest there. Of 


course, with the election on and orators out speaking every week it 
was natural they should be pretty well stimulated to troubles. l don’t 


know if it is any worse there—I doubt if it is any worse than could be 
stimulated in some of the other countries. 

Mr. BentLey. Do you think that it is possible that similar situations 
exist in Salvador and Costa Rica and Nicaragua 4 


Mr. Erwin. Well, that would be just an opinion, Mr. Bentley, if 
expressed it. I would say that if the tight hold that Somoza has 
on the Government in Nicaragua were relaxed, if he should d e sud- 
denly tomorrow, or leave the country, | can see 16 18 possible you 
might have very similar trouble down there; but I have no evidence 
on it right now. I just don’t know the conditions. 

Mr. Bentiey. In other words, opportunities exist for the Commu- 
nists in Honduras, but it is your personal belief that they at least 
potentially exist in the other countries of Latin America or Central 
America also? 

Mr. Erwin. In some degree; yes, sir. 


Mr. HInuincs. And the situation 1s no worse 1n Honduras. as tar 
as you know, than in any a r country ? 
Mr. Erwin. Well, right at the present time the reports indicate that 


conditions are a little worse 

Mr. BentLey. Now, that’s what 1 wanted to bring out, sir. Do you 
think that there is a little more gravity in regard to Honduras than 
any of the other countries ¢ 

Mr. ISRWIN. Yes; princi pally because of the s rikes this year an d 
the election which has bee n going on for several amaiie the election 
campaign, and it had the people stirred up, and I think the Galvez 
government is going out on the last day of December and I think 
that President Galvez has been perhaps just a little bit lax on that 
account; at least, that’s what some of his political opponents charge. 

Mr. Bentiey. In other words, then, there might reasonably be some 
justification for Communist emphasis on Honduras at this time? 
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Mr. Erwin. Yes, I thinkso. I think they would have some reason, 
for instance, if they could get—I don’t know what the composition 
of this Congress is, but if it turns out the composition of the Congress 
is pretty radical and if they should put Dr. Morales in, as is possible, 
[ think that they would think they had a better opportunity. I am 
sure it’s the fee ling. 

Mr. Bent ey. In other words, the situation in Honduras definitely 
bears watching ? 

Mr. Erwin. Oh, without question. 

Mr. Bentitey. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Mr. McMahon. 

Mr. McManon. Returning to the election in Honduras, Mr. Am 
bassador, and as Mr. Leddy has already testified that Morales carried 

heavy plurality but not the legal majority necessary—— 

Mr. Erwin. He lacked 5,000 of having a majority over the other 
two. 

Mr. McManon. Under the law it now goes into the Congress. 

Mr. Erwin. That is correct. 

Mr. McManon. Could you tell us whether or not any one of the 
parties will have a clear majority in the new Congress? 

Mr. Erwin. I do not know that. 

Mr. McManion. Now, in the event that none of the three parties 
have a majority under the constitution, what happens? 

Mr. Erwin. I think it goes to the Supreme Court of Honduras. 

Mr. McManon. And isn’t it true that the Supreme Court today 
of Honduras is still composed of the appointees of Gen. Tiburcio 
Carias ¢ 

Mr. Erwtn. That is correct, and they believe there that General 
Carias controls the court among the friends who are his appointees. 

Mr. McManon. Now, isn’t it of considerable concern in Honduras, 
the fact that if the court decides in favor of Carias, who had a 
minority vote in the election, that there are likely to be serious dis- 
turbances in Honduras? 

Mr. Erwrty. I think that’s a reasonable assumption, Mr. McMahon. 

Mr. McManon. I would like to clarify just one point that Mr. 
Bentley brought out regarding your statement that President Carias 
refused to run for reelection. Under the Constitution of Honduras, 
isn’t it illegal for a candidate to succeed himself? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. ‘That provision has been there for a great many 
years, but General Carias was selected a couple of times by simple 
resolution of Congress. 

Mr. McManon. Didn’t he suspend the constitution ? 

Mr. Erwry. Well, it isn’t called suspension of the constitution ; 
Congress just passed a resolution that called on him to run for 
another term. 

Mr. Hittrnes. Mr. Ambassador, you served in an area of the world 
vhich is sometimes referred to in the press or articles or general 
conversation as the area of the banana republics. Wouldn’t you say 
that our people in the past have made a serious mistake in overlook- 
ing the tremendous importance of Central America, both as to its 
strategic location and as to the potential that it high have econom- 
ically insofar as Latin America is concerned ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. That is absolutely true, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Hua1nes. And that the Communists, seizing on that general 
situation, were able to gain their most important and most successful 
foothold in all of Latin America in one of those so-called banana 
republics—Guatemala—and now are striking hard again at Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, of course, they struck in Guatemala during the 
time when there was a change from a dictatorship—they got their 
hold in Guatemala by striking at the time when the old dictator, 
Jorge Ubico, was dethroned and compelled to leave the countey and 
there was a hew regime coming in and there was a junta there in 
control for a while and they didn’t know exactly what to do until 
they turned it over to Arevalo; and then it was during that period 
that this Communist group got thoroughly organized. I don’t think 
that situation exists exactly the same way in Honduras. 

Mr. Hutines. You think it is a different situation in Honduras? 

Mr. Erwin. I think it is somewhat different there, yes. 

Mr. Hitirnes. But the Communists are apparently adapting them 
selves to oper: ating in a little different atmosphere; is that correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. Oh, yes, they are very elastic. 

Mr. HiILuines. Do you know whether an 1y leading members of the 
Honduran Government or any Hondurans who have been active in 
various phases of Honduras’ social and economic life have visited 
Moscow recently ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. No. None except 1 or 2 students, and those students 
were living in Guatemala and they took off from Guatemala to go 
to Moscow and then returned to Guatemala; and then later came back 
to the capital of Honduras. But no Government officials went from 
Honduras at any time we ever heard of. 

Mr. Hitiines. Not so far as you know, at least not up to the time 
you left as Ambassador ¢ 

Mr. Erwin. That’s true. 

Mr. McMauon. On that point, was not President Galvez very 
definitely anti-Communist ? 

Mr. Erwin. Oh, surely. 

Mr. McManon. And if any Hondurans did want to visit Lron Cur- 
tain countries would not the Government refuse to give a passport? 

Mr. Erwin. They wouldn’t give him a passport, no, that 1s correct, 
wouldn’t give any students—that’s why these boys were over in 
Guatemala, represented Honduras, a lot of them had been out of 
Honduras for years. 

Mr. Hirtures. Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, Mr. Chairman, I don’t have any more ques- 
tions except I want to make sure I understand that both the previous 
witness, Mr. Leddy and Ambassador Erwin, concur in the fact that 
the Communists right now are placing more emphasis upon penetra- 
tion in Honduras than in any other country in Central America and 
at least with some justification; am I correct ? 

Mr. Erwin. Well, the surface indications are that way to me; of 
course, Mr. Led ly sees more than I do because he sees the recent 
dispatches and what is transpiring down there right now, which, of 
course, I haven’t seen for a great many months, and there has been a 
lot of action these last few months. I am sure that statement is 
correct. 
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Mr. Bentiey. But to the best of your knowledge and belief and 
based upon your own experience and background in Honduras, Mr. 
Ambassador, you would concur in his statement ? 

Mr. Erwin. Yes. 

Mr. Benritey. Thank you. 

Mr. Hittines. Mr. Ambassador, we appreciate your testimony very 
much. You have been very helpful. We congratulate you on your 
long service in behalf of our country in Central America. 

Mr. Erwin. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Huaines. Thank you again for coming and for the preparation 
of vour statement and your response to our questions. 

Mr. Erwry. Thank you, sir, very much. 

Mr. Hitires. The committee will recess until 2 p. m., at which time 
our first witness will be the movie actor, Leo Carrillo, and he will be 
followed by Mr. Eugene Fuson. ‘The committee stands in recess. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


( After recess. ) 

Mr. Hititines. The subcommittee is now in session. This afternoon 
our first witness will be Mr. Leo Carrillo. Incidentally, I wish to 
ipologize to Mr. Carrillo for the misspelling of his name in the 
printed copy of his statement. He submitted his statement and we 
had it printed this morning and actually it has just arrived, which 
accounted for the delay in starting this session this afternoon. Appar- 
ently in haste to complete the printing the mistake was made in the 
spelling of Mr. Carrillo’s name, for which. we apologize. 

[ also wish to announce, because we had several questions on it, that 
the full Committee on Communist Aggression, headed by Congress- 
man Kersten, of Milwaukee, Wis., will meet in Milwaukee next week, 
October 21 and 22. I hope to fly to Milwaukee to participate in that 
meeting and I intend to discuss at that time with Congressman Kersten 
and other members of the committee the report which is now being 
prepared by the Subcommittee on Latin American Affairs, of which 
[ am chairman, and it is our hope that a report can be completed before 
the end of this month. 

It is also my personal feeling, and I believe the subcommittee con- 
curs in this, that if there is no indication of some action on the question 
raised this morning concerning assistance to Guatemala, that the 
subcommittee will endeavor to hold a meeting as soon as it is feasible 
to do so in Washington, at which time we will request Mr. Stassen, 
the head of the Foreign Operations Administration, to appear to 
discuss that situation with us. No date has been set for that and it is 
my hope that it may not be necessary to call such a meeting, but we 
are extremely interested in the problem of Guatemala, particularly 
is I indicated this morning, in soe of the fact that is the first country 
to come back from communism. The members of the subcommittee 
do not intend to stand idly by if some things can be done to assist 
this new Government, this anti-Communist Government, in getting 
on its feet and helping to meet the needs of the people after the 
valiant struggle to throw off the yoke of Moscow-dominated commu- 
nism. As I indicated, if there is no change in the situation as it 
exists at present it is my hope to call the subcommittee together on 
that subject to hear Mr. Stassen as soon as that may be feasible. 
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Mr. Carrillo, would you take the stand, please Would you raise 


your right hand ¢ 


(Mr. Leo Carrillo was sworn as a witness by the chairman.) 
Mr. Hittrnes. Be seated, please. You are Mr. Leo Carrillo? You 
are active in the motion-picture industry ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF LEO CARRILLO 


Mr. Carrio. Right. 

Mr. Hitiines. Would you tell us your address, Mr. Carrillo; what 
is your address? 

Mr. Carritito. My address is 639 East Channel Road, Santa Monica 
Canyon, Santa Monica, Calif.; it is actually within the city limits 
of Los Angeles, but Santa Monica is the post-office address. 

Mr, Hituines. Mr. Carrillo, ever since I was a small boy I have 
watched you in the movies and admired you, so this question may seem 
a little bit silly, but for the purpose of the record I think it is well 
to set up a 

Mr. Cannio. Excuse me for interrupting—when you say “I re- 
member you as a small boy,” I think perh: an we are about the same 
age 
Mr. Huines. Anyhow, you are younger than Jack Benny; I can 
see that. 

Would you just trace, though, the extent, the number of years in 
which you have been active in the motion-picture industry or any 
other interests you have had ? 

Mr. Carrio. I have been active in the motion-picture industry 
about 20 years, but in the theater most of my life. , 

Mr. Hiturnes. Where were you born ¢ 

Mr. Carritio. I was born, Mr. Chairman, for your information, 
on the corner of this building here in Los Angeles, on Aliso and Los 
Angeles Streets, christened in the little dareh « on the plaza. 

Mr. Hituines. I might say that you are certainly a great credit to 





the motion-picture industry and the fact that you have taken such a 

tremendous amount of time to partic ipate in civic endeavors— 
Mr. Carrinto. Mr. Chairman, it is my duty to do ae for my 

country—and I don’t mean to be overpatriotic—but practically in my 


patriotism and my own grandmother with her two youngsters made 
the first American flag for Commodore Stockton when he marched 
right down this street to take Los Angeles in 1846—so that’s proof 
that I am an American, but I am interested in all the Americas such 
as you are. 

Mr. Hires. Well, I know that you have been a great friend of 
many of the Presidents of the United States ~ a personal friend of 
Vice Presidents, and I know the current ( ‘hief Justice of th e Supreme 
Court is a close personal friend of yours; in fact, you had a lot to do 
with starting him on his political career; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Carritito. Mr. Chairman, I am very proud of the fact that 
Karl Warren and I are bosom friends. He visited my house a few 


weeks ago and we went over the ds ays of the early campaigning when 
we got in an automobile practi cally on the Mexican border and weut 


crisscross safariing across the State and he came back as Governo) 


of California; and I have watched his progress in the building of ow 
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great country. If I have been a small part of that I thank God for 
the privilege. 

Mr. Hirures. I recall the Chief Justice saying at one time as he 
crossed the State with you in that car you kept running into relatives 
and he said, “Leo, if only your relatives will vote for me I am a cinch 
to win. 

Mr. Carrio. Mr. Chairman, wherever we went on our campaign 
some re ol ative was probab ily connected with that particular event and 
they always came forward and made themselves known. By the time 
he got through after the then about-to-be Governor of California— 
he said, “Leo, if your relatives vote for me, I will be elected—” and 
they voted for him and he was elected and he never stopped until he 
reached perhaps the second highest post in the Nation today. And 
with the cooperation of the present administration and his contribu- 
tion to things that are happening in Washington I think that we all 
should be very proud, not only of him but of our great President and 
those who are trying to do the American thing such as Congressman 
Bentley—whom I know his record and what happened to him, and 
those things cause us to respect—that’s my interest in my country, 
service to it. I have been so opposed to certain things that happen 
here in my industry—and I don’t think we are finished with him yet, 
Mr. Chairman—and I do hope that we can prevent these people who 
would dare dip their poison pens in the communistic vitriol to write 
American entertainment. Let’s watch them. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am at your service for the purpose vou 
brought me here. 

Mr. Hinirnes. Mr. Carrillo, will you proceed with your prepared 
statement. 

Mr. Carrio. Mr. Chairman, I thank you and the members of your 
committee, for inviting me to testify at these important public hear- 
ings you are holding here in Los Angeles. I regard it as an honor not 
only to me, but also to my profession, the motion-picture industry, 
which I believe has made a sincere and effective effort to build up good- 
will between the people of the United States and our neighbors in 
Latin America. 

[ appear before your committee as a citizen of the United States 
who comes from long Spanish history. My ancestors were among the 
first Spanish families to settle in California. My ancestors played 
prominent roles in the development of C alifornia both while it was 
under the Mexican flag and since it has been under the Stars and 
Stripes. 

I have in my veins the same Latin blood that flows through the veins 
of all Latin American people. I can understand, as only a Latin can, 
their hopes, their disappointments, their traditions, and their ideals. 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, with your permission, I would like to take 
this opportunity to deliver a brief message: (1) to the Spanish com- 
munities residing in the United Sts sh other, to our friends 
south of the border. 

To the Latin American communities within the United States I say 
this as a Spanish-speaking American: This is truly a great country, a 
democratic country. There is no other country on earth that offers 
the individual, whatever his status of life may be, the freedom, the 
security for yourselves and your family that you receive in the United 
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States of America. No other country offers the opportunities for 
those who work hard and diligently. 

To my friends south of the border, amigos mios, I wish to say that 
there exists in the United States a feeling of deep and lasting friend- 
ship for the people of Latin America. This may not always be appar 
ent. North Americans are not a demonstrative people. Moreover, in 
recent years the United States has been plagued with problems in 
every area of the world, such as have never confronted any nation in 
history. If we appear to have been negligent toward you, please be 
conscious of the fact that ae are carrying the troubles of most of the 
world on our shoulders. Now, Mr. Chairman, I should like to address 
a few remarks to your committee, which I feel is doing an extreme ly 
important job in bringing to the attention of the people and Congress 
of the United States the problems of Latin America and the very 
serious dangers of communism. 

It seems almost inconceivable that communism should make even 
the slightest headway in Latin America. Communism is completely 
contrary to the ideals, the traditions, the religion and the justly 
nationalistic aspirations of all of the Latin American countries. The 
most important contradiction is between the Mar xist theory of 
atheism and the deep-seated belief of all Latins in God. 

Nevertheless, the thing that we must keep in mind is that com- 
munism breeds on poverty, ignorance, and misery. The tragedy of 
Latin America today is that the economics of those countries failed 
to develop as rapidly as those in the U nited States and Western 
Europe. Social progress also lagged. Consequently, th roughout 


Latin America, poverty and illiteracy are widespread. And there are 
times that the misery of the people becomes so acute th it, W hen led by 
skilled agitators, they will rebel against their established customs and 


traditions. 

This is why communism is a very real danger in Latin America 
today. That is why a small handful of Communists were able to seize 
control of the Republic of Guatemala. 

However, there is a solution, and I am sure we have the courage to 
surmount this terrible threat. ‘The things that are n eed din rye 
America to combat communism are not only kind words, protestations 
of friendship, and propaganda. What the people of thoe se countries 
need are more and better schools to train and educate their children. 
They especially need training schools to teach them the skills which 
they can use fully apply to their work. There is an acute shortage of 
skilled workers of all sorts in Latin America. I am advised by my 
friends down there that graduates from the few manual training 
schools have no trouble obtaining good jobs immediately on grad- 
uation. 

These are efforts which are not attractive to private capital and 
which cannot be financed entirely by the local governments. 

Like all Americans, I too am weary of paying high taxes—I’ll say 
Iam. Ido not recommend indiscriminate expenditures. 

I simply suggest, Mr. Chairman, that as long as this Nation is 
spending billions of dollars to help other peoples fight communism, 
that a reasonable portion of it be devoted to the important area next 
door, the Republics of Latin America. If such a program is under- 
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taken, I am confident that the Communist threat jn this hemisphere 
will soon be a thing of the past. 

Mr. Hitiines. Thank you very much, Mr. Carrillo, for your helpful, 
constructive statement. Mr. Bentley / é 

Mr. Bentiry. Mr. Carrillo, it’s a ple asure to see you here this after- 
noon. I recall very vividly the last time I saw you and I don’t believe 
I was sitting calmly at the other end of the table. I think actually 
the last time I saw you I was under the table. Am I correct? 

Mr. Carritio. Yes; but let’s qualify it. You were under the table. 
For no other reason I am sure you wouldn’t go under the table. I 
didn’t want to create the wrong impression you were under the table; 
you were under the table because we were shooting guns. I will tell 
that story after we get through with the business of this meeting. Mr. 
Bentley, I think it is rather amusing, but I think perhaps this is not 
the right time to tell a story on you but I had the pleasure of meeting 
you then, Mr. Bentley, for what you have done ind the courage you 
have displayed. 

Mr. Benriey. Thank you very much. As I say, it’s a very real 

pleasure to see you again, and I am also thankful I am not quite as 
aa shy as I was at the occasion of our last meeting. 

Mr. Carrillo, in the opening paragraph of your statement here you 
speak of your profession, the motion-picture industry, which you say 
has made a sincere and effective effort to build up good will between 
the people of this country and the people of Latin America. I recall 
yesterday that one of our leading witnesses, Mr. O'Dwyer, said that 
it would be very nice if more American motion-picture actors and 
actresses could come down and work in Mexico. I would like to have 
a few words from you, sir, if you don’t mind, as to what you think 
the American motion-picture industry has done with respect to build- 
ing up good relations between the peoples of this country and the 
peoples of our neighboring countries to the south; and also if you 
think that more pictures should be made in Mexico, perhaps, than are 
being made now by our own people. 1 would like to hear your com- 
ments on that. 

Mr. Carritto. Mr. Bentley, the showcase of the world is the motion- 
picture industry. We take different parts of the world and bring it 
before the people. I recently finished two pictures in Mexico, one, I 
Was a Fugitive, with John Ford, and the other—the Fugitive is sort 
of a Biblical influence, it had—the other was The Return of Pancho 
Villa. In those pictures or in any pictures we have made down there 
we have been very careful not to offend in any way or reflect any 
~~ redit of any kind on any individual or anybody in the ( rovernment, 

r the Government, and we have simply told a story in a documentary 
oa : and the parts that have been played have never been objection- 
able. Those are the things we have to watch, we have to watch that 
we do not offend the people. We have to emphasize the importance 
of the locale we are in and I don’t think there is any other country in 
the world that has the background and the beautiful photographic 
value that Mexico has, with the exception of our great Sierras and 
the background that we have here—but that’s entirely different—and 
for pictures of that kind it is very necessary and very, very valuable 
to the motion-picture industry. 

I think that a closer association with them down there—they have 
ereat talent. they have oreat location values, they have oreat climate, 
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clarity of atmosphere, all of those things for the cameras—we can do 
a lot to cultivate the interest in the production of motion pictures in 
that country. 

Mr. Bent try. More than we have up to the present time / 

Mr. Carritio. Yes. We haven't done enough of anything, Mr. Bent 
ley. Again let me emphasize, without being patrionizing, I think this 
is one of the most important things that is being done today is to 
effect a better understanding among those people down there. 

Mr. Bentiey. Would you say with respect to Mexico, Mr. Carrillo, 
there are any particular circumstances which discourage or prevent 
American motion- picture compan es from working down there / 

Mr. Carriitio. No, I didn’t find that. I found them very amenable 
to anything we had to suggest. I found them very hospitable and I 
found them very enthusiastic over the fact we were there. I think we 
contribute a lot and help them a lot in their pictures. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, is there any partic ular reason, then, sir, in vou 
mind that has prevented our companies from doing more work, more 
So down there than has been true 

Mr. ¢ ‘ARRILLO. I don’t think, Mr. Bentley, of any particular reason 
other than the fact that maybe the stories haven't developed as quickly 
as they should that call for a background of that kind. I know com 





panies have gone into Bolivia in the stories of Bolivar and I know that 
the great expanses of the AU ho country down there in mene Amer 
ica. Chile. Argentina, and those. have offered great potenti es. but 


we must be ve ay eare ful how we handle ourselves among those ullebla 
because I think we have to use a different psychology entirely in 
ha indling Latin people. The \ are emotional] peop le, t | ey are sensitive 
sam le, and that sensitiveness must not be confounded with an inferi 
ority complex. They are gentle people, and I think if we use that 
psychology mn our ap proach then pel ‘haps we can suki more 
than going at them with hammer and tongs and telling them, preach 
ing to them—asking them is best. I think William James said, “Our 
minds are the pl: < pageeet of other people's thoughts.” 

Mr. Bentitey. No partic ‘ular reason, for example, on the part of the 
loc al motion pictures in Mexico against Ameri an films be hea made 
in those countries ? 

Mr. Carritto. No: I don’t think so. Mr. Emelio Accarraga down 
there, who is the head of everything in that line, he thinks very much 
the way we do, and he, I think, is a great asset to the motion-picture 
industry and also to the radio and television. It’s embryonic, it’s new, 
it’s a babe in swaddling clothes, and we can help them along. I do 
hope that the motion-picture people here would send the right kind 
of people to prepare these things and open the way so that we can 
have a better understanding. 

Mr. Bentiey. I had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Accarraga when 
1 lived in Mexico myself and I am glad to hear you make the st 
ment about him that you have. 

Mr. Carritwo, [ think that Mr. O’Dwyer can do us a tremendous 
amount of good, and is, because he is thinking with the Mexican, with 
an American mind, and [ think that Mr. O’ Dwyer has the door open 
for a very, very useful job down there as long as he is there—not 
perhaps in any other capacity, but as a citizen. 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you. Now, on page 3 of your statement, 
Mr. Carrillo, you speak of the very real menace of communism in 
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Latin America today. Would you, of your own knowledge, be able 
to indicate where the danger of communism is more real, th: at is what 
countries or what parts of "Latin America it might be more real than in 
other parts? 

Mr. Carrm.o. Well, Mr. Bentley, I think that the inaccessible 
countries of South America are in more danger than in any other 
part of South America. We have to have ways of getting in, we have 
to have highways and accessible roads to reac ‘h the remote corners. I 
think that that is a hotbed and a danger spot. These people are 
gullible and if a hungry person is told the. y can get this for that, they 
probab ly think of their stomach first; and I think —— education 
in spots in South America, perhaps we could do a lot of good if we 
could get to them a little easier. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, one country of Latin America that you know 
best, I suppose, would be Mexico. “What do you think of the Commu- 
nist problem in Mexico? 

Mr. Carrio, Repeat that again. 

Mr. Bentitey. You know Mexico best of all Latin American coun- 
tries. How do you consider the problem in Mexico, if the problem 
exists ? 

Mr. Carrio. Well, I consider the problem in Mexico, there are 
two classes in Mexico, those that haven’t and those that have; and 
those that haven’t want to have; and, I think, Mr. Bentley, that edu- 
cation is the only solution to it. And because, as I said before, when 

. fellow comes along and he preaches to them, says this is what you 
can have if you belong to us, and they are going to think of their 
babies who don’t get enough to eat, they are going to think of them- 
se ‘Ives—and I think that the danger lies in the gullibility of the peo- 
ple—the fellow who comes in and gets there first and talks to them. I 
think educational institutions are far more important than anything 
else. I think that I have a letter that I turned over to Mr. McMahon 
to turn over to Mr. Hillings from a priest that I got recently, and it’s 
a very important thing and I think he gives us the background of the 
danger, and this is from Brazil—— 

Mr. Bentiey. Is this something to be admitted into evidence ? 

Mr. McManon. No; I don’t have that letter. 

Mr. Bentiey. Nothing to be admitted into evidence? 

Mr. Hiturnes. Apparently a communication. I haven’t received 
it yet. 

Mr. Carritxio. I got a letter from this institution down there and 
he has unloaded his entire soul as to what is happening among the 
children. They are grabbing every child they can get for educational 
purposes. The influence of communism is working itself into these 
remote educational institutions. To answer your question about Mex- 
ico, I think that’s the only solution. I think we have to educate those 
people. I think if we could get more of our own people from here to 
talk to them and indoctrinate them with the understanding of the 
importance of the democracy that we follow and the country we i 
in and the desire of the neighbors that we have and we have to be 
part of everything they do for better economic and trade lied. 
I hope I have answered your es [ have to the best of my ability. 

Mr. BentiLey. Thank you, Mr. Carrillo. We have had testimony 
before the subcommittee within the last day or two to the effect that 
the Communist problem in Mexico seemed to be much more critical, 
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say, 20 to 25 years ago than it is todav: in other words, at one time 

there was a very real Communist proble m there and possibly it even 
continued up to and including World War IT, but now today the Mex- 
ican Government and the Mexican people seem to have the situation 
reasonably well in hand. So far as you know, from your knowledge 
of Mexico, do you concur in that statement ? 

Mr. Carritio. Do T understand you to say the communistie situa- 
tion today is greater than it was 25 vears ago? 

Mr. Bentiey. No,sir. According to the testimony we have received 
it is considerably abated, much less. 

Mr. Carriivo. It’s much less than it was. 

Mr. Bentiey. That is right. 

Mr. Carrm10. Then you can attribute that, I think, to the reforma- 
tion of government. I think you can attribute that to the abolition 
of the revolutions they have had. We don’t have the revolutions or 
the discontent—or they don’t have—they had 20 years ago, or 25 
years ago; and I think that perhaps that has a basic educational value. 

Mr. Benttey. You would say there was considerable discontent, 
then, in Mexico, in 1929, 1931, 1934—— 

Mr. Carritio. Yes; as I remember it, there was; yes, sir. 

Mr. Bentiry. That discontent has considerably lessened ? 

Mr. Carritvo. If it has shown any progress I think it would be 
vital that we find out what they did to improve that particular 
situation. 

Mr. Bentiey. We have had considerable testimony already on that, 
Mr. Carrillo, as to what the Mexican Government has done to lessen 
the discontent in that particular country. I wondered if, of your 
own knowledge, you had any ideas as to what steps have been taken, 
what developments have occurred in Mexico to remove the threat of 
communism ? 

Mr. Carririo. Well, Mr. Bentley, if I could cover the entire con- 
tinent, I would like to cover the entire continent, if you don’t mind, 
express myself, and then you can straighten me out. 

I think that had we concentr: ated on rig? bi portance of the pro- 
ductivity of those countries, their minerals, their timber, their pote 
tial oil deve ‘lopment, their agricultural pote mitialiti es, had we he aped 
them to discard the wooden plow and given them more help to obtain 
agricultural implements of all kinds for the deve lopment of their 
lands and their agriculture, had we given them something and made 
them conscious of their responsibility to the economic salvation of 
their country and built up better trade relations—solidified their 
confidence, that we have lost in many, many spots—I think that per- 

haps, as I said before, rather than to pour it into the ratholes of 
Europe where it is not appreciated, in many, many cases, with very, 
very few exceptions, I think that perhaps in that way we would 
regain the confidence and the cule that those people should hav 
for the United States of America and what democracy means. I 
think that applies to Mexico, it applies to every country in South 
America. I don’t think we have taken a great deal of effort to effect 
an understanding. You cannot send a person who thinks and feels 
entirely Anglo among the Latin people, and disturb their thinking, 
unless you can instill in their minds a confidence, they believe ep 
if I were to go there, I would say, “I am one of your own people as 
far as blood is concerned, I was born in a different. pasture—unfor- 
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tunately I was born in the United States of America—but I would 
like to say, I would like to tell you, how the thinking American 
feels about you and what you have and the great country that you 
represent or belong to and what can be done with a better underst: yp 
ing among the people of both countries.” Then I think that if 
person—I was thinking Spanish then when I spoke to you—I was 
thinking in Spanish and I think that you cannot send Joe Doaks 
down there, to use the vernacular, like certain people with a stiff 
shirt and cocktail parties and live in a hotel; you have got to get out 
among them, you have to get out among the people, you got to sit 
down along their ‘alah houses and talk to them, such as J did when | 
was down there—not for any self-aggrandizement—because I was 
interested in my neighbors next door and what effect it may have upo1 
the country that is mine—this country. 

Mr. Benriey. Thank you. Also in your statement, Mr. Carrillo, 
I notice that you particul: arly advocate the great need of manual train- 
ng schools in Latin America. Now, these schools wouk | presumi: ib ly 
be, according to your suggestion, be established through the assistance 
of the United States Government, is that correct, sir, or how would 
you advocate the expansion of the schools? 

Mr. Carritico. I would advocate, instead of pouring millions of 
dollars into the ratholes of Europe, Mr. Bentley, that we pour billions 
of dollars into the potential productivity of South America and every 
country of South America to combat this thing called communism; 
and that’s the only way we can do it, by building or contributing, 
I don’t care how it is done as long as we gel the assistance. I don’t 
believe in making it an act of charity but I certainly believe that man 
ual training schools, the development of manual arts and all those 
things, and above all religion should be perpetuated and that should 
be emphasized in every way to create a faith among the people, and 
I think in that way, by building, by establishing a religious foundation 
and manual training schools, training them in a channel that would 
fit whatever the products of that country and whatever—if they have 
rubber, they must learn about rubber; if they have coffee, they must 
learn about coffee; and if they have agriculture, and for timber, and 
for any other resources they have—concentrate on the things they 
have so they can develop it and give it to the world and not depend on 
anybody after we have started them. They need a start, that’s what 
they need. 

Mr. Bentiey. I think your idea has a great deal of soundness and 
merit, Mr. Carrillo. I am just simply trying to ascertan whether you 
believe this assistance for the purpose of expanding these schools 
should be given to the governments of the various countries concerned 
or should we try to get permission to go in there and try to establish 
the s hools themselves ? 

Mr. Carrio. We can give $5 billion to those Chinamen over there, 
or to any other country, we can give them a couple of billion down 
there and let them gO to work and develop themselves, properly 
supervised. 

Mr. Bentiey. It should be, in other words, you advocate giving it 
LO the oe | concerned and let hem bull the sc he 01s 7 

ar. CarriLio, I will qualify it again by saying I do not believe in 
making those people a subject of charity, but I do asa frie ndly neigh- 
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bor. the reaching of hands across the border, to help them develop what 
God has given them to deve lop 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, as I say, I think your idea is very sound. I 
am just trying to explore some of the det: uils as to how it would work 
out. I don’t believe, ae ‘hairman, I have any other questions of Mr. 
Carrillo at this time, but I would like to express my pe ronal apprecia 
tion for his being here before us, coming here before us and OVINE 
us the benefit of his opinion and his very deep seated convictions: and 
I would also like to e xpress my pe ‘rsonal gratification that I am per- 
he aps not quite so timid as I w: as the last time I saw you. 

Mr. Carritto. Mr. Chairman and Mr. Bentley, when I was down 
there at the time of the change of presidents, when President Aleman 





went into office I had to take a friend of mine over and I was vited 
to bring him over: he wasn’t invited but I invited him to go with 
me, ana | went over and sat between him and the V} dent of Me , 
and Wy friend was Earl Warren, our Chief Justice: and I had to 
Interpret every word that was said because the Chief Justice didn’t 


speak Spanish and the other party, the President, didn’t speak F 


lish. We went into many economie hiehl ohts of both countri il | 


Vv hat we could ao for each other. and | thir < th it tl ere wre a lot of 
thines that ean be cone, and | think that e present situation, a ral 
as not creating any too food a feeling but at the same time we have 


to watch our own labor situation here, but I know that the agri 
cultural development of California has sulfered il Lot by the elim 

nation of the help that we could get before. I have a ranch of 5,000 
acres myself down in San Diego County, and I am finding it very 
difficult to get people to he Ip, where before I could get so-called Mexi 
can wetbacks who came in to earn a few pennies because it’s the first 
opportt unity he ever had to earn any money at all. I think we should 
just—all those things—I think that’s an economic item and I t 
that there are a lot of things, and perhaps may reflect sometime the 
feeling of this Government, and I know that a lot of them are resentful 
of the fact that this thing has been indisern hately handled: and 
I do hope that we can adjust that particularly for our agricultural 
situation in this State. 

Mr. Bentiry. Let me ask one more question, Mr. Carrillo, before 
I vield to my chairman. 

Your family history has gone back a long ways in this State, in the 
development of this State. Your ancestors saw situations developing 
between Mexicans and Americans in terms which I suppose weren't 
always of the friendliest, perhaps. Do you feel tod L\ n Mexico 
memories there live long e] ough to recall events of a little over a 
hundred years ago when we took California and Texas and New Mex 
ico and Arizona away from them—or even more recently, such as the 
episode at Vera Cruz in 1914, or other episodes between our two coun 
tries which haven’t been of the friendliest 7 Do vou feel there is a 
tendency toward anti-Americanism or antigringoism in Mexico? 

Mr. Carritio. Do you mean, Mr. Bentley, do I think then Ss any 
antipathy that lingers in the hearts of the American people regarding 
that exchange when we took over California ? 

Mr. BENTLEY. On the part of the Mexican people. 

Mr. Carritio. On the part of the Mexican people ? 

Mr. Bentiey. On the part of the Mexican people, yes; that’s the 
question. 
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Mr. Carritio. I understand that. My great-grandfather was mar- 
ried in 1781 by Father Junipero Serra at Montere y and his son, Carlos 
Antonio, was the first provisional Governor of California in 1837 and 
had charge of the distribution of the mission lands and the pious fund. 
His seat of government was right downstairs here at that time and he 
was a graduate of the missions of California and then went and gradu- 

ated from the University of Mexico which was a university of high 
credit ; and his papers in his reign of Governor were published in Book 
of the Month magazine. I have them at home. I am sorry I didn’t 
bring them. I think that kind of answers your question. I don’t 
think any antipathy lingers in the heart of the Mexic an people today. 
As a matter of fact, I think the y are kind of proud they once owned 

California and I think the kaleidos scopic change has made a great dif- 
ae nee in the feeling of a hundred years ago and the fee sling today. 
I think that the thing is w ide op en for great trade relations and I think 
that is a thing that will lead them on; and we can’t have a healthy 
economic situation in any dhithe Latin Americas if we don’t help them 
erow it and help them build it. And, as I said before, subsidies for 
them, help them, don’t take it over there and pour it in the—— 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, I am very glad to hear you say that. You 
believe that the old antipathy toward Americans, Yanquis, gringos, 
what have you, isn’t as present today in the minds of the Mexican 
people as some would have us believe. I believe that is all the questions 
i have. 

Mr. Carritto. There used to be a feeling in California, I think, that 
has been eliminated. When I was a little kid I remember there was a 
feeling between the two, it was a racial conflict, and they would segre- 
gate us and classify us. You were this—you are not an American. 
We were all Americans no matter what nationality we came from but 

vet they always set us aside and said, “You’re a Mexi an, you're a 


Spaniard, we're Americans.” Well, they probably weren’t any more 
Americans than we were but nevertheless, that has gone. All these 
things havechanged. And Lthinkthat we havea very brilliant future 


in our association with the people of South America but I don’t think 
you should send people aownh there ndiseriml ately. you must send 
people down there with a thorough understanding of how the Latin 
heart beats, and first of all we must em] phasize the importance of 
religion. ‘The religion—it doesn’t make any difference what church 
you vo to as long as you believe 11) God. if they believe in their own 
denomination, let’s help them. That’s the whole thing of the estab- 
lishment of faith, that’s what we need. 

Mr. Bentiey. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Mr. ¢ ‘arrillo, will you come up to the desk here? J] 
want to show you some material which we will mark for identification 
“exhibit 6.” and we W ill consider it in bulk, | want you to look over 


this material which is comprised of Communist propaganda which 
was captured in Guatemala when the anti-Communists took over there 
this summer and most of which was mailed to Guatemala from Moscow 
itself. Have you ever seen much Soviet propaganda in Spain‘ 

Mr. Carrizo. Not in Spanish. I have seen some. 


Mr. Hiiures. This is the type of poster that was found. What 
does this say? Will you translate it hurriedly for u 

Mr. Carrinno. “For you | predict a durable, popular democracy.” 

It’s evidently in 19 languages. 
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Mr. Hiruiine¢s. In any of your visits south of the border have you 
seen anything like that? 

Mr. CarrttLo. No. But you see, they are using an inflammatory 
method and that’s the only way you can exc eather people. You can't 
go at it calmly, you have got to excite them, and they are using this 
knowing the way they think. 

Mr. Hiuines. I am showing you another portion of the exhibit 
6 which says, “La Mujer Sovietica.” What does that mean ¢ 

Mr. Carritito. This means “The Soviet woman.” 

Mr. Hituines. Take a look at that and tell me what you think of 
that. 

Mr. CARRILLO. In the first place I know it’s phony. You never saw 
a Russian that laughed, anyhow, they’re somber, they’re heavy, thei 
theater is heavy, even their literature is heavy. You never saw any 
happiness in the face of any Russian because they are under the 
hammer and sickle. Those people can’t laugh, they’re machines, 
they’re deprived of ri happiness, and if you tell me these are Russia 
children laughing, I don’t believe it. 

Mr. Hiiu1nes. I might say there were thousands and thousands of 
copies of books like that. 

Mr. Carrtm.to (examining documents). In a country, I mean, that 
drives them, limits them to the amount of food they eat, L don’t be 
lieve this, this is all propaganda. You can see it on the face of it, 
the gullibility of the people, the poor little fellow on the corner— 
you can’t get to them, there are no roads to get to them, if he is going 
to see them, well, if that’s the kind of thing they are going to give us, 
why not give them an ear? 

It’s for us to get down there and break that up. 

Mr. Hitiines. Would you say that this material is excellent from 
a typographical standpoint, would you say it is good quality, excellent 
in typographical makeup ¢ 

Mr. Carrio. It is very well done, indeed. 

Mr. Hinurés. I am not talking about the propaganda content. 

Mr. Carritto. No; you mean the pictures themselves. 

Mr. Hiiurnes. In readable Spanish and easy to understand, is that 
right? 

Mr. Carritio. Yes; they write it that way. ae write it in an ele 
mentary way so that everybody can understand i 

Mr. Hines. Let me show you a fe »wW more, aa is a children’ 
book of which thousands of copies were found in Guatemala City. I] 
wonder if you would just take a look at this and then if you could, 
either you or Mr. Bentley read the last paragraph here for us. 

Mr. Benttey. I will yield to Mr. Carrillo. 

Mr. Huutres. All right. Take a look at the last paragraph. I 
understand this book was used in some of the schools in Guatemala 
at the time the Communists were in pows . 

Mr. Carrmio. The whole thing, Mr. Chairman, is that thev are 
catching this in the embryo. They are ama. it to the little Sout] 


= I 


American children, the pan-American children, and they are in the 
impressionistic age, impressionable age, rather, they are going to re- 
member these things; it is for us to get down and combat this. We 
have done nothing like this down there, have we ? 








244 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


Mr. Hirimes. We haven't, certainly, the volume of it that appar- 
ently existed in Guatemala. Let me ask you to read this last para- 
graph for us. Will you translate this last paragraph? Can you read 
that all right ? 

Mr. Carritio. Some of these colloquialisms are entirely—they are 
not the Spanish that we use. 

Mr. Hiziinés. This is the last paragraph of this book. 

Mr. Carritio. This is only found in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hitxiines. That is the point I want to get across, Mr. Bentley. 
Do you want to translate it for us as Mr. Carrillo has identified ? 

Mr. Bentiey (reading) : 

Everyone understood in his own way the meaning of the word happiness 
but they all knew and understood perfectly one thing, that it was necessary to live 
with honesty and to work very hard, to love inwardly and to carry—to watch—to 
guard with all possible energy the tremendous and wonderful country that is 
called the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hinxiines. In other words, you see that was the propaganda the 
children were getting in the schools in the books that were printed 
in Spanish through Communist sources distributed in the schools point- 
ing up that the Soviet Union, of course, is the mother of all good Com- 
munists and is the thing that all the little children of Guatemala should 
be looking to. 

Mr. Hinires. Mr. Carrillo, just very quickly I will show you a 
couple more of these because we will be interested in what reaction 
vou have. Here is another book called Aurora Del Norte, which is 
printed in Moscow but it is in Spanish and shows the postmark of Mos- 
cow on the cover that accompanied it. This is a pretty good quality 
book to be handing out free. 

Here is another example, Mr. Carrillo, of the packages that were 
sent containing literature. You will notice the Moscow postmark on 
it, shipped directly from Moscow to this organization in Guatemala 
City, Guatemala. And we have in the committee files and the com 
mittee’s possession I don’t know how many of these. There are 2 or 3 
rooms full of such material still in Guatemala City which I had an op- 
portunity to view and to look at when I was there a few weeks ago. 

Here " another e xamp le of the excellence of the type of work bei 
put out by the Soviet Union, again all printed in Spanish on presses 

Moscow, widely distributed throughout Latin America. This is a 
magazine. Notice the coloring and the different scenes that are por- 
trayed. All of this, again, is in Spanish, glorifying the Soviet Union 
and the wonders of Russia and the Communist w: ay of life. 

[ would think, Mr. Carrillo, even by American standards this 
would be considered pretty good quality material, at least insofar as 
the typogr: iphical content is concerned, wouldn’t you agree with that ? 

Mr. Carrio. I certainly do agree with the quality of the print- 
ing, the quality of the printing, the subjects. It signifies the fact 
that they are spending all kinds of money and are determined to 
carry this thing through; and if they can spend that kind of money 
and try to impress the people that are wide open down there, and 
partic ularly, as I said before, the inaccessible places, it is going to 
have a great effect on them. I will never forget, when I was a little 
kid right in my teens, when I started in show business and I listened 
with great interest to a man on a chair standing back of the stage 
entrance to the theater, and his name was Trotsky, preaching this 
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doctrine—and it has lasted in my mind all of my life, and that’s what 
caused me to think, and even then I sensed that it was anti the thing 
I had been taught in my schools. And that’s where they start, catch 
them in embryo and that’s when they last longer. That’s what 
they’re trying to do. You can’t tell me a little person living in a 
little adobe house in Mexico picks up a magazine like this for nothing, 
is not going to cherish it, look at it, and believe it. Unless we combat 
it 





Mr. Hiurgcs. Well, I appreciate your observation on lt. 1 am 


interested in your comments on the people and the effect something 
like this might have in getting through to indiy A ils who might not 
obtain other information concerning it. It seems to me it is ex 


tremely important that the United States Government, and people cf 
the United States, recognize the danger, the tremendous extent of 
the Soviet propaganda and take some steps to counteract 1t so the 
people of Latin America can get the truth about our country. 

Mr. Carritwo. Well, Mr. Chairman, other than the fact that you 
and Mr. Bentley and those that have been assigned to this particular 
duty that you are performing now, in digging up and finding these 
values, how are we eoiIng to get this to the people of the United 
States so they will realize the importance of the menace that ex 
south of the border? We have to get that up before them. We hay 
to get that recognition and we have got to get down there now. 


Mr. Hitirnes. Well, Mr. Carrillo, we certainly appreciate 


taking time out from a very busy schedule to come here and giv 
the benefit of your thoughts and observations. I know that you 
considered one of the greatest Americans of our time and as a 
of your fine Americanism you also have attracted a tremendous inter 
est and following and support throughout all of North and So 
America. <As we have indicated earlier, there is no man to whom you 
have to take second place in the outstanding patriotic work you 1 
dered in this community and throughout the United States as one of 


the great leaders in the motion-picture industry. 

You know, this motion picture industry of ours, of my home State 
and yours, has often been maligned because of the unfortunate actions 
of afew. But as long as we have people like yourself who are willing 
to assume responsibilities in the community, as so many of you and 
your colleagues have, we will all recognize that this great industry 
is helping not only to entertain the people of this country and the 
world but is doing a great deal in meeting the very gre . challenge of 
which you spoke, That is, of course, the ee pts by. the Soviet 
through international communism to destroy I » be lef in God and 
the freedoms which we as Americans and the o hv neioua of the free 
world are so terribly interested in and so terribly involved in fighting 
for today. 

Mr. Carritio. Well, Mr. Chairman, may I express myself regard- 
ing the motion-picture industry and for the benefit of those that are 
within my hearing or will hear of this, I would like to emphasis the 
importance of the motion-picture industry. 

I am very proud that I belong to the motion-picture industry but 
I think it 1s a God-given gift to be able to create happiness in the 
hearts of people. I don’t know of any other industry in the world 
that is as important because we manufacture the most important com- 
modity, which is happiness. And if there is anything unsavory comes 
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up in our motion-picture industry, Mr. Chairman—and for the record, 
please know = it is just a few people either have made a very 
serious mistake, be they talented or be they not talented, but there are 
so many that infringe on that right and they sootonas notoriety with 
publicity. If publicity is constructive and belongs to the motion- 
picture industry I am for it, but I am not for those who hang onto 
the rim of our motion-picture industry simply to see what they can do 
to get their names in the paper, or unsavory publicity. Don’t blame 
the industry, and pity the individual. We have wonderful people like 
Irene Dunn, Claudette Colbert, and Joan Crawford and Barbara 
Stanwyck and people like that that have done—and Clark Gable— 
they have lived through the whole thing without any reflection at 
all, and I only trust we can maintain that because we can give great 
value to this purpose by either showing—I think the motion-picture 
industry shows a lot of interest in this, I think there should be a film 
made, I think there should be a film made showing what this country 
has to offer, what their feeling is, and that should be exhibited through- 
out the pan-American countries to tell the truth about how the think- 
ing American feels regarding that situation in South America, Mex- 
ico, OTF ANY O ther Pp lace. 

[ want to thank you very much, [am very much honored that you 
asked me to come here and if I can be of any further service at any 
time on one of your \ isits to South America, if I can he Ip at any time 
please call on me in the name of my country. 

Mr. Hititines. Thank you very much, Mr. Carrillo. 

Mr. Eugene Fuson. 

Kugene H. Fuson was sworn as a witness by the chairman. ) 

Mr. Hiiirnes. You have a prepared statement, Mr. Fuson. I in- 
dicated earlier you probably would not have. I see that you do have. 
We a ppreciate that. I think the easiest thing to do is to let you 
proceed with your statement. 


TESTIMONY OF EUGENE H. FUSON 


Mr. Fuson. These are just a few notes I put down. 

Mr. Hitxiines. Speak right into the microphone just as close as I 
am here, 

Mr. Fuson. These are a few notes I put down at the request of Mr. 
McMahon this morning. I can hardly think of anything that hasn’t 
already been covered in these hearings. I don’t wish to go over plowed 
ground. I will go over them quickly. Anything you wish to ask me 
questions on, 1 would be glad to answer them. 

Mr. Hiniines. Fine. 

Mr. Fuson. My name is Eugene H. Fuson. 

I reside at 838 Balboa Court, San Diego. 

My occupation is reporter for the San Diego Union, a daily news- 
paper in San Diego. 

I would like to thank the committee for inviting me here. I would 
like to help in any way I can. 

For several years my work has been largely in the realm of Mexico 
and to some extent, Latin America in general. The primary nature 
of my work has been investigation. 

I have done some work on communism in Mexico, particularly as 
applies to Baja California, and the smuggling of aliens and merc han- 
dise across the border. 


» 
é 
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I have traveled a good deal in Mexico and received some of my 


college education at the Universidad Macionat, at Mexico City. 
As part of my work, I have collected “core amp lings” of public 


] 


opinion concerning the United States in Guatemala before the revolu- 
tion, and in Mexico. 

May I make it clear at this point that I do not pretend to be an 
expert, as such, on Latin American affairs! I have, however, noted 
some outs standing conditions and ( compl: aints aga t the United States 

ap yplicab le to the situ: ation, ¢ is SOLOW 5 
The Communist Party’s biggest single asset in the conspiracy to 


cain control of Latin America es I saw it in my reporting activities, 
anti-Yanquism. Much of this attitude is fostered by the Commi ts, 
but a good deal of it is brought on by the United States itself. 

“The good neighbor poli : y, to many Latin Ameri Ss, meal the 
United States State De partment preaching democracy and upholding 
dictators as Somoza in Nicaragua, Trujillo inthe Domi in Repul 
and for 14 years Ubico in Guate ‘mala, Guatemala’s leading 
paper editor told me the good neighbor policy was a major fact n 
the Reds gaining control | in Guatemala. 

M: ay I elaborate a little bit there. As I saw it at tl it time, nd I 
wrote it that way, I wrote a series of articles on wl 1 found t] ; 

found that the Latin Ame rl ‘an as | kk sa tremence ly 
nationalistic person but he just can’t understa ow We can stand 
behind a dictator and at the same time prea h der l I every- 
body. I can’t think of a plaine r way to put it I{ you re to « le 
tion me I will be glad to: answer, Now | will go . 

On foreign aid: I have just summed these thing n one para- 
oraph to be brief- | have hever met a Latin Ameri ho can under 
stand why the United States preaches good neighbors and big 
ego then hauls its mo ey to France to du » it. The average 

zitin American can see poverty and hunger all around him. This is 
communism’s fertilizer. 

The State Department : The United States State Ds partment has 
a reputation in Latin America for diligently attending cocktail parties 
and nothing else. I do not speak of the State Department in con- 
demnation, I refer only to what the Latin Americans m to believe. 


[ don’t doubt but what the Communist Party has fostered at least part 
of that conception. 


Exploitation: A large percentage of Latin Americans believe that 
“Yanqui imperialistas” will exploit them mercilessly if given half a 
chance. This conception I found common amone h the pr and 
anti-Americans in Guatemala. I have heard bitter complaints from 
both sides about high profits for the Americans and rock-bottom wages 
for the Latins. 

I do not say these are true, I Say these are nply hat I have 
found those people to be belhievi og at that time 

Scholars hips: Thi 1S PEPE AE important in that by tradition, 
the student in Latin America is usually far in the front of any politi- 
cal action. I found it a common belief among Latins that only the 
children of the rieh are ever selected for s olaiship n the | nited 
States. On this score the Communists preach “democ1 cy is O1 ly for 
the wealthy,” and that the United States wants to keep the poor in 
ignorance and economic slavery. Certainly, to us it sounds prepos 
terous, but the ignorant peasant, the campesino in the hills of Guate 


mala bought it hook, line, and sinker. 
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Summary: The result of numerous complaints such as these, which 
have gone unanswered in Latin America ever since they were first 
made, has been an aggregate opinion that they are true, as I found it. 
It might be well to note, that in Guatemala many joined the Com- 
munists, not because they liked the ideology, but because they hated 
the United States and sought vengeance in the best way they knew 
how—that is, to join the other side. 

I think these are things by way of reputation which should be 
combated, and I think the true case should be known in all of them, 

Mr. Hitires. All right. Mr. Bentley. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, Mr. Fuson, I have read your very interesting 
and perhaps somewhat controversial statement. I am very happy 
to have you here before us because, of course, we are interested 
vetting the facts about the situation. 

Mr. Fuson. Let me—may I make a point clear, Mr. Bentley ? 

Mr. Benriey. Surely. 

Mr. Fuson. I give this to you as a reporter, reporting what I have 
found. I have very little opinion to state on this. I have reported 
it to you as accurately as I could. 

Mr. Bentiey. Of course, as I say, we are interested in getting the 
facts. I think we do want to make a distinction, sometimes, bet ween 
facts and conclusions, if conclusions are to be drawn. 

Mr. Fuson. Very good. If I have made conclusions I didn’t intend 
to. 

Mr. Bentiey. I may say, I am very happy personally to see you 
here. I know your paper that you work for—I used to write for it 
my self, as a matter of fact, and know many of the people connected 
with it. 

Mr. Hiniincs. You are also aware of the Congressman from San 
Diego, Congressman Bob Wilson, who is a great friend and colleague 
f Mr. Bentley’s and myself, and who is doing a fine job representing 
the area in which your newspaper circulates, in the Congress of the 
United States. 

Mr. Fuson. Iam surely very happy to hear that. 

Mr. Bentiry. Mr. Fuson, I would like to start off your statement 
on page 2, and right up at the very top of it, and you say that some of 
this attitude of anti-Y anq lism was fostered by the C ommunists but 
a good deal of it sas aad on by the United States itself. I came 
if you would indicate briefly to us how we brought on the attitude of 
anti- Yanquism among the Latin Americans ? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, let’s see, where would I start? I think I could 
classify that as a lead to what follows it. These are things that are 
activities and are policies and many of these people in Latin America 
simply are laboring under a misconception—like the one in the good- 
neighbor policy here. I don’t see how we could do much else than we 
have done, but nevertheless that is what they told me. I asked him 
then, “Why don’t you like the United States?” and he said, “Your 
food neighbor policy you preach democracy for everybody, but you 
don't give it to us.” 


Mr. Bentriey. In other words, these various headings in your para- 
graphs, “good-neighbor policy,” and question of “foreion aid,” ny 
attitude of the “State Department” represent atives, question or 


ploitation,” the matter of “scholarships’”—these are all facts whic even 
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have found to be relevant with respect to the anti- Yanqui attitude in 
Latin America; is that correct ? 

Mr. Fuson. These are one-paragraph summaries on subjects which 
I frequently heard onr int of among those people. That is, in talk- 
ing to them they would bring something up and those that anmented 
the most frequently I have written down. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, let me ask you this, then, would you say that 
these 5 paragraphs of which I have just read the headings, represent, 
according to the information you have found, the chief actions taken 
by this Government or the chief attributes of this Government which 
have brought on this anti-Yanqui attitude—there would be no other 
actions that you have found in Latin America that have brought on 
anti- Yanquism sare) these 5? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, I was smart enough to protect myself in the begin- 
ning—as I said, I am no expert on Latin American affairs. I am a 
newspaper reporter. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes, I know, but what you found? 

Mr. Fuson. What I found? 

Mr. Bentiey. These are the five leading objections? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, they are essentially the leading five obj 
I could find. I only had a few hours to prepare for this. 1 didn’t 
know I was coming here until yesterday. I put it together in a hurry 
as I could scratch it out in a notebook. 

Mr. Bentiey. We are happy to have you, and we appreciate your 
cooperation in preparing this statement, Mr. Fuson. 

Now, let’s take this first paragre aph, the good-neighbor poli Cy, vith 
regard to the question of upholding the dictators as you mentioned 
here—Somoza, Trujillo, and previously Ubico in Guatemala you 
mean the people 1 in Nicaragua and the Dominican Re ‘pub lie ae criti 

cizing us for upholding Somoza and Trujillo, is that the idea 

Mr. Fuson. Those that I specify as having complained, being so 
atte ‘r about it—now, it may have been that all the people I talked to 

had been run out of those territories by those people, but a number 
of them hadn’t been, I am sure, and they weren’t just run-of-the-mill 
people, most of them were editors or executives or planters or some 
thing of that sort, and their opinion was that if a man is a dictator and 
we do not oppose him, then we back him. 

Mr. Bentiey, Well, let me ask you this question: The people that 
you got this attitude from, were they people in, let’s say, Nicaragua, 
were they Nicaraguan exiles, or were they some people from some other 
countries ? 

Mr. Fuson. No; 1 of them was from Nicaragua, : . them was a 
newspaper editor in Guatemala City, 1 was an executive for a nee 
oil company in Guatemala, an American, by the way, who had be 
born there. That was the chief nub of it, that is the meat of the thing 
those four; and I got others as I went along the way. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, did you ask many people in Nicaragua what 
it is, what they thought of Somoza? 

Mr. Fuson. No; I did not. 

Mr. Bentiey. You didn’t? 

Mr. Fuson. No: I have never been in Nicaragua. 

Mr. Bentiey. Did you go to the Dominican Republic; were you in 
there? 

Mr. Fuson. No; I went to Guatemala, that is all, and Mexico. 


ections 








250 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


Mr.  calnagg Tam sorry. 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t say I know these to be true, I just say they are 
complaints I received frequently. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes: but they are complaints, Mr. Fuson, that we re 
ceivedsin countries other than the ones that you are talking about, am 
I correct—I mean, in other words—— 

Mr. Fuson. Yes; all except Guatemala. 

Mr. Bentiey. Yes; but they are complaints that you received in 
Mexico and Guatemala about Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 

Mr. Benriey. Not complaints from people in that country, in other 
words? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, in Guatemala the reports are received there—— 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, let me ask you this question. Now, you were in 
Mexico, Guatemala, talked with these people about our attitude to 
wards Somoza and Trujillo and Ubico in the past—how did these 
people seem to think we had supported them in thei ‘ir dictatorship, this 
Government, I mean? How did we support them, what had we done 
to keep them in power? 

Mr. Fuson. No; I explained that earlier when I say they take the 
attitude, or seemed to at the time, as nearly as I could determine it, 
that the Latin American took the attitude that he hated this guy, he 
didn’t like the dictator, so if we didn’t fight him we must agree with 
him. They won’t hold still for the middle line. 

Mr. Hitiines. I see. In other words, if we don’t go in there and 
run a dictator out we approve of him; is that the idea ? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, that’s the attitude they took. I think something 
should be done to make them understand that we just can’t go chasing 
people out of their countries. 

Mr. Hirirnes. Surely if we went and tried to get rid of these 
so-called dictators we might very properly be accused of interference 
in the affairs of that particular country; wouldn't we? 

Mr. Fuson. That’s absolutely right, but we could make them under- 
stand what our position is. What I am getting at is they are appar- 
ently not too well informed on what our position is. 

Mr. BentLEY. Now, this remark from this leading new spaper editor 
of Guatemala that the good-neighbor policy was a major factor in 
the Communists getting control there. Does that mean that he believed 
that a major factor in Communists taking over in Guatemala is the 
fact we had previously supported the Dictator Ubico? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, they switched all the way from his side to the 
other side. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, I know, but what did this editor seem to think ’ 

Mr. Fuson. His opinion was he never was thoroughly convinced, 
as I understood him. Mr. McMahon, I understand, knows him very 
well, and as near as I could come to it I couldn’t see that he completely 
agreed that the Communists had ever taken over Guatemala up until 
the time I left. M: iy be he believed that later. 

Mr. McMauon. Just to keep the record clear, might I make a state- 
ment, that the gentleman in question did believe that the Communists 
had completely taken over. 

Mr. Fuson. I say, at the time I was there. 

Mr. McManon. He had twice gone into exile because of his edi- 
torials, and then he later returned to Guatemala. 
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Mr. Fuson. I was familiar with that. 

Mr. Bentiey. Mr. Counsel, is there any particular objection to 
identifying this man? 

Mr. Fuson. No; not to me. 

Mr. McManon. Will you name him, please? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes; his name is Ramon Blanco, editor of El Imparcial. 

Mr. Bentiey. How did Mr. Blanco believe that this country had 
contributed to the Communists taking over Guatemala ? 

Mr. Fuson. By supporting Ubico, he and all of his staff were very 
what shall I say—emphatic in their belief that one of the worst things 
we did was to support Ubico. 

Mr. Bentiey. Suppose, along with what you have previously said, 
Mr. Fuson, he believed we supported Ubico because we didn’t come 
down there and run him out; is that the idea ? 

Mr. Fuson. No. Let’s see, as I remember that—let me think 
moment here—no; as I remember it, Blanco was very fair about the 
thing. He believed that Ubico was working hand in glove with the 
fruit company, I believe it was, the United Fruit Co. 

Mr. Bentiey. That wasn’t the United States Government. 

Mr. Fuson. No, but he thought that through forceful influences 
Ubico was having his way down there through his political connec- 
tions with the big money. 

Mr. Bentiey. You mean that a trained newspaperman thought that 
because Ubico was supposed to have good connections with the United 
Fruit Co., that the United States Government was supporting him 
in his dictatorship ? 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t mean to debate with you, Mr. Bentley, but I was 
just telling you what I wastold. I asked the man a question. That's 
what he answered. So I wrote it down. 

Mr. Bentiey. And a trained newspaperman, Mr. Blanco, believed 
such a statement ? 

Mr. Fuson. That’s what he told me, and I quoted him. 

Mr. Bentiey. Well, thank you, Mr. Fuson. Let’s go to another 
paragraph that you have here about the State Department. 

Now, you say that the State Department in Latin America had a 
reputation for attending cocktail parties and nothing else, that is, you 
refer to what the Latin Americans seem to believe. 

Now, I am a little curious about that. Do you mean that the aver- 
age Latin American thinks that our Government representatives in 
countries south of the border don’t mix with the people, they don’t get 
out and mingle with all types of people, they just entertain high 
society at cocktail parties and that sort of thing? 

Mr. Fuson. No;I don’t. It depends there, I think, on what you say 
is average. I think the average Latin American is a campesino back 
up in the hills and he doesn’t know one thing from another about the 
State Department. I think the people I refer to here are primarily 
businessmen and people of a little higher educational status. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. But the people to whom you do refer seem to 
have the impression that the Foreign Service officers only go to cock- 
tail parties and do nothing else, as far as that is concerned / 

Mr. Fuson. Yes; and I might add I found that same feeling in 
Spain just shortly after that, and I think it is something that’s a 
misconception. I think the State Department people are working, 
and I think that if this was fostered by Communists certainly some- 





252 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


body should put the idea straight in their heads. But an aggregate 
of all of these things is just breeding hatred, and I believe it is just 
Communist prop: aganda. 

Mr. Bentiey. Now, do you think, also, this next paragraph—this 
matter of exploitation on the part of the Americans tow: ard the Latin 
Americans—do you think that would also be Communist propaganda ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t know. I see in that case not their reference to 
the individual, but to the big brother up north, looking at the colossus 
in the north, that they have a distrust for that. I personally have 
always found the Latin American people to be extremely simpatico; 
| like them and they like me. Some places along the border where 
I have dug up things that are none to savory, I don’t think they like 
me so well, but, as a rule, in Mexico, I have gotten along extremely 
well with them. 

Mr. Benriey. But you have found the fear of exploitation to exist 
in Latin America even among our friends? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. For instance, this, as I remember, the big ques- 
tion came up about expediting in Guatemala. As I remember, some 
36,000 square miles of hardwood has never been touched and there 
was an American company dickering at the time, I think, to be in 
some exploitation to market that wood, get some money going, and 
it Was simp rly a matter of distrust; it never got sti arted; they didn’t 
have the capital to get it going and they wouldn’t trust somebody else 
to do it. 

Mr. Bentiey. I see. Now, on page 3 

Mr. Fuson. Now, in this matter of exploitation, I talked to the 
officials of the United Fruit Co. in Guatemala and they showed me the 
facts and figures how they were paying what looked to me to be pretty 
good wages—as I remember, they told me they were paying engineers 
three and four hundred dollars a month, which doesn’t seem like any 
penny ante wages at the time, and they told me they were paying 
braceros at the time, oh, I think, 15 cents a day, which wasn’t particu 
larly bad, plus hospital care, I believe, food, and housing; and I can’t 
personally say that I saw them being underpaid, but I hear the com- 
plaint all the time. We should do something to correct those ideas. 

Mr. Benriey. Now, on page 3 here, you say that you also found 
the belief prevalent throughout Leain America that only rich children, 
or children of rich parents, were selected for scholarships in the United 
States. 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 

Mr. Benriey. Is that because the scholarships, or the amount of 
the scholarships, was insufficient to take care of the individual in the 
United States and they had to have income from some other sources ? 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t know; I can’t answer that. 

Mr. Bentriey. Well, Mr. Fuson you have presented some very 
interesting viewpoints here. Now, these are facts that you have 
found—a trained reporter, found in Latin America—to be or that 
seemed to be the basis for the anti-Americanism that does exist down 
there—some of them may have been manufactured by the Communists 
some of them may have predated the Communists, but to a 1: arge e xtent 
they are all being used by the Communists in their anti-American 
propaganda; is that correct, sir? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. The only thing I can see of value in my being 
here and pointing this out is that I think clarification of that idea 
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somehow through some communicative medium down there would 
straighten out those ideas and take an awful lot of pressure otf of 
Uncle Sam, or, at least, his reputation. 

Mr. Bentiry. Yes: that is what I was coming to. What would 
be your ideas or suggestions or recommendation as to the best way 
to counteract such propaganda 4 

Mr. Fuson. You’ve got me. That’s where I say you would have 
to leave that up to the experts to figure out. I can find a broken 
leg; I can't tell vou how to fix it. 

Mr. BENTI BY. No. We've had Sso-« alled propaganda and informa 
tion officers and officers in Latin America for a good many years. It 
is their business to present the true facts about this cou try and to 
counteract such propaganda as you say you found down there among 
those people. \p ypare ntly, if these fee lings that vou have found are 
at all widespread, our peop ‘le have been doing a rather poor job of it. 

Mr. Fuson. No; I don't think one man could measure all the opinion 

1 Mexico. I say this is primarily what I found in my own ramblings 
around down there. I have rambled quite a bit, and I view this as 
just a core test. Now. | might move over and make another one that 
might be different. but this is what I found and I believe in it. I 
tried to be as objective as I could in 

Mr. Bentitey. You say you were in Mexico and Guatemala, Mr. 
f’uson. You, of course, do speak the language ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. I speak fair Spanish. I am pretty rusty on it most 
of the time because I don’t get enough time to practice, but when I 
am down there a week or two I can just go right along with them. 

Mr. Bentriry. Well, | wonder if you could just give me a brief 
indication of what types ot people > vou talked to to | findings like 
this so we would know how at survey was conducted / 

Mr. Fusox. In Guatemala I just talked to everybody I could talk 
to. The fourth man I talked to was a former member of the United 
States consulate in Guatemala, and he had gone into private busi 
ness there. I talked to a general—I can’t recall his name. but he 
called himself the commanding general of the Caribbean Legion— 

Mr. Benriey. Excuse me. I wasn’t too interested in the indi 
viduals, Mr. Fuson. I was wondering what type of people you gen 
erally met. 

Mr. Fuson. Most of them—lI did speak with a number of campe 
sinos, peasants, and I found them to know practically nothing; they 
had practically no opinions other than those that had been given 
them by their Communist teachers in the agrarian school. 

Mr. Benttrey. You say Communist teachers in the agrarian schools ? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. They have some sort of a 

Mr. Bentiey. Was this in Mexico or Guatemala ? 

Mr. Fuson. No; this was in Guatemala. 

Mr. Benritey. Communist teachers in the agrarian schools—go 
ahead. 

Mr. Fuson. Yes; they were beginning to activate the agrarian law 
at that time and they were taking these campesinos in large groups 
into the city once or twice a week, I believe it was: the “y would pump 
them full of propaganda at their meetings, tell them how the »y were 
going to have a glorious world peace and the usual line. 

Mr. Bentiey. Excuse me. You were discussing what type of people 
you contacted and I didn’t mean to interrupt you. 

54741—54 17 
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Mr. Fuson. Most of them were pretty well educated. I talked to 
the Minister of the Interior— 

Mr. Bentiey. As I say, names aren't important. Merely the type 
of people you saw. 

Mr. Fuson. I talked to the Minister of the Interior. I talked to a 
number of newspapermen in Guatemala, in Guatemala City, and some 
of them were pro-America and some of them were very anti-America. 
I talked to a number of people in the American circles there. I talked 
to several visiting newspapermen to compare points with them. And 
Ramon Blanco gave me 1 of his—in fact, he gave me 2 of his political 
reporters to answer questions that I couldn’t answer. 

Mr. Bentiey. What type of people did you see in Mexico? 

Mr. Fuson. Well, I saw about every kind I could think of in Mexico. 
] have lived in Mexico for a while, while | was golng to « ollege down 
there, and I was very interested in the same thing at that time; and I 
was in Mexico City and Monterrey and Cuernavaca and Acapulco and 
Puebla, Vera Cruz, and Fortin de las Flores in Guadalajara. I got 
through a number of cities down there. 

Mr. Bi NTLEY. Of the people vou talked to in Gruatemala and 
Mexico, the consensus of anti-American feeling that you found among 
them was based upon these roughly five points that you have included 
in your statement ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. Let me put it this way, about everyone I would talk to 
would have some complaint someplace, maybe not major ¢ omplaints 
they weren't raving about the United States all the time, but whenever 
anyone made it a point to complain, it would usually center around 
one of these points. 

Mr. Bentiey. And these, of course, as you said earlier, are merely 
your reporting of the facts as you found them, as a trained newspaper- 
man, and no conclusions are meant to be drawn. 

Mr. Fuson. I have tried to boil the thing down as much as I can 
because I didn’t want to vo over a lot of ground that has already been 
plowed 5 or 6 times. 

Mr. Bentiey. I am very glad to see Mr. Fuson here and appreciate 
the results of his findings in Latin America. Thank you; that is all, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Fuson. Incidentally, this magazine is on sale in Mexicali. 

Mr. Hitzines. This magazine right here can be purchased on the 
streets of Mexicali? 

Mr. Fi SON. The big’ colored one; yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. Right now ? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hitirneas. Do you think many Mexicans purchase it ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t know that. I have seen several copies that came 
out of there. 

Mr. Hiriines. I wonder how much they would sell for ? 

Mr. Fuson. I don’t know that. 

Mr. Hitires. That is a pretty expensive job, I presume it is 
heavily subsidized by the Soviet. 

Mr. Fuson. Not much advertising in it. 

Mr. Hiniines. Mr. McMahon ? 

Incidentally, Mr. Fuson, you have been active—I may have missed 
the questions if you discussed this while I was away handling a tele- 
phone call here and this telegram, why, you don’t have to repeat it— 
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but I understand you have been very active in looking into the extent of 
the dope traffic across the border. 

Mr. Bentiey. That has not been brought up. 

Mr. Hiniines. That has not been brought up? 

Mr. Bentiey. No. 

Mr. Hines. Is that correct 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hitiines. Could you tell us a little bit about that type of 
investigation and how you operated it and conducted it? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 1 was investigating narcotics in Tijuana when I 
ran across an interesting little gimmick that eventually got me smug 
gled into the United States twice as a Communist agent. 

Mr. Hintines. As a Communist agent ? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hituines. How did that work ? 


Mr. Fuson. That was in June 1952. I was assigned to look into 
this—it was primarily juveniles and narcotics in Tijuana and that 
area, and after working at it for several weeks I wrote a series of 


articles, and about the time I was finishing these I became quite 
familiar with the men who were working at that time along the 
border, and that was just before the climax of the wetback tide, and 
following that with the reports I sent in on what I have seen in the 


wav of immigration material; for further stories, | sent down te 
Tijuana and | worked on that one for about 344 months under cover. 


and during that time I was twice smuggled in. I passed myself off as 
Communist agent from Czechoslovakia, and I bought myself a good 
Mexican passport and I bought an American birth certificate and 
had no trouble at all—wrote a series of articles about the alien smug 
gling going on at that time. 

Mr. Hitirnes. Well, do you think it is comparatively easy, then, 
for Communist agents to move back and forth across the border if 
they want to / 

Mr. Fuson. Yes, I don’t think a yone could stop them. | might 
add that the Attorney General’s Office has done a marvelous job. 
Before Brow nell started the big drive that has been going on recently 
they were catching 800 smugglers a year—that’s smugglers, not 
smuggled aliens, just smugglers alone—and since he started the 
smuggling business has just dropped off to nothing. It’s a rare thing 
to find a smuggling case now. 

Mr. Hiizuines. | think the present campalgn DY the De partment « f 
Justice has proved to be very successful. 

Mr. Fuson. Oh, yes, very definitely; they have done a marvelous 
job of it. 

Mr. Hires. From what you have seen of the situation there, 
would you say that we have adequate laws on the statute books to 
meet the situation / 

Mr. Fuson. As far as I see. It is just a matter of enforcement. | 
think. 

Mr. Hitires. Is there a great deal of dope, narcotics, being brought 
into the United States today from Mexico? 

Mr. Fuson. That is very controversial. IT hold that there is. I think 
I can show documentary material that would indicate that there is 
« lot of narcotics moving into the United States and TI think the 
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Hendrickson committee in San Diego got that same type of informa- 
tion about 2 weeks ago. 

Mr. Hivurnes. You testified before that committee: is that correct ? 

Mr. Fuson. I did. I did; I testified on the narcotics phase of it. 

Mr. Hintrnes. Do you think that the Communists in their opera 
tions in the Western a Rinna re use narcotics either for purposes of 

sale to get money or to make addicts out of individuals who might be 
helpful to = “m ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. The = way I can answer that is this: that if I were 
Russia, I eau do it. I think it would be a terrific way to make 
money and undermine usmuiniens itself. 

Mr. Hinsines. Do you have any evidence that Russia is doing that ¢ 

Mr. Fuson. I do not. 

Mr. Hinuines. Mr. McMahon? 

Mr. McManon. Mr. Fuson, I would like to ask vou a few questions 
about Baja California, which is of particular interest to Los Angeles 
because of its geographical proximity. Could you identify for the 
committee, Senora Aurora P a9 acios, the de sputy from Baja California / 

Mr. Hitiixes. Would you spell that, Mr. MeMahon, for the re 
porter ¢ 

Mr. McManon (spelling). A-u-r-o-r-a P-a-l-a-c-i-o-s, the deputy 

from Baja California tothe National Legislature. 
Mr. Fuson. Yes: I can identify her as the deputy, and to my knowl 
ge the last instance I can think of in which she figured was when 
Vicente Lombardo Toledano, the Mexican Communist leader, was 
giving a speech in Mexicali; there were 5,000 Mexicans standing out 
n the freight yards listening to him and she was sitting on a plat 
form with her husband behind him. 

Mr. McManon. Do you have any information as to whether or not 
Senora Palacios has engaged in Communist activities in Mexico / 

Mr. Fuson. [I have no documentary evidence. 

Mr. McManon. Do you have any reliable information ? 

Mr. Fuson. I do. 

Mr. McManon. Can you disclose the source / 

Mr. Fuson, I cannot. 

Mr. McManon. Do you consider the source reliable ? 

Mr. Fuson. Extremely so. I will never question it. 

Mr. McManion. What is the gist of the information ? 

Mr. Fuson. The gist of it is that she has a long record of Commu- 
nist activity. 

Mr. McManon. Can you tell the committee whether or not Senora 
Palacios is a friend and adviser or close to Braulio Maldonado, the 
(,overnor 4 


ed 


Mr. Fuson. I believe you are discussing Braulio Maldonado—would 
you repeat your question, please ? 

Mr. McManon. Could you tell the committee whether or not Senora 
Palacios is a friend or adviser of Governor Maldonado? 

Mr. Fuson. I can only say this, that they are of the same political 
party, as I understand; that Mrs. Maldonado and Mrs. Palacios have 
appeared several places, as I remember, in public together. I don’t 
know what their actual connection is or if there is any. I can’t state 
that. 

Mr. McManon. Could you tell us anything about the political 
ideology of Governor Maldonado? 


. aie 
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Mr. Fuson. I cannot. 

Mr. McManon. Do you know whether or not he is a Communist 
or a Communist sympathizer ¢ ? 

Mr. Fuson. I have never heard him answer that question. 

Mr. McManon. Has he ever been asked that question for publi 
cation ¢ 

Mr. Ki SON, To ny knowledge he has been asked ra | question and | 
cannot accurately state the answer. I think I know the answet 
but—— 

Mr. McManon. Will you give us the answer that you have? 

Mr. Fuson. No, sir: I do not care to answer the question and put 
the man in jeopardy with my lack of accurae 

Mr. McManon. Could you say whether or not it is true that Gover 
nor Maldonado has frequently | ven asked whether or not he is a 
Communist and that he has refused to give a definite answer ? 

Mr. Ky SON, ] don’t believe | can accurately aunswel that questo} 
] hesitate to get into that field in that I don’t feel that I can be 
accurate enough. I would want to be absolutely accurate in some 
thing like that. 


Mr. McMann. Mr. Chairman, with your permission I would like 
to take a colleague of mine off the hook. I would like to ask just 


few questions about Ramon Blanco. 

Mr. Fuson, from your conversations with Ramon Blanco, did » 
get the opinion which now appears in the record that he personally 
is anti- Yanqui ? 

Mr. Fuson. No. I never intended that it should appear in the 
record that he was anti-Yanqui. Quite the contrary, quite the 
contrary. 

Mr. McManon. I wanted to clarify it, Mr. Fuson. 

Mr. Fuson. (Juite to the contrary, he was our stoutest backer dov 
there. He stuck his neck out a mile. 

Mr. McManon. Did vou get the impression that Mr. Blaneo is a 
very ardent liberal who is opposed to the dictatorships both of the 
left and the right? 

Mr. Fuson. That’s a very accurate statement of the thing. 

Mr. McManon. However, lid you also get the impression that whe! 
you tried to pin Mr. Blanco down as to in what way the United States 
supported the dictators ship of Ubico, could he give you any factual 
evidence ? 

Mr. Fuson. No, you are right. 

Mr. McMauon. Could he give you any factual evidence that the 
United States sup ported Somoza, Trujillo, Peron, or any other di 
tatorship ? 

Mr. Fuson. No. 

Mr. McManown. It was simply an impression that existed / 

Mr. Fuson. That’s what I am trying to say about all of this, that it’s 
largely impression, and I think in a large measure misunde rstood ideas 
that people have, that I think somebody from here should go down 
there and clarify things. That’s what I am trying to put—— 

Mr. McManon. The testimony that you have given to this com 
mittee is not your firm cone lusions. you are merely reporting the feel 
ings that are prevalent throughout Latin America and which were 
frequently voiced by the people with whom you talked ? 
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Mr. Fuson. That is correct. 

Mr. Bentiey. The feelings as he has found them. 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. I don’t wish to at any point imply that Ramon 
Blanco at any time was ever anti-Yanqui. I don’t think he was. He 
drove a Buick and loved it. 

Mr. McMation. There is one more question I would like to ask. 
When I was in Ireland a few years ago I was rather surprised at the 
friendship between the people of Ireland and the English people who 
lived in Ireland. I asked an Irish friend about it and his answer was 
this, “We Irish hate the British, but we like the Britishers.” Now, I 
have been in many countries of Latin America, as you have, and I 
have never yet encountered a personal discourtesy; yet I have heard 
all of the stories you have proved about the anti-Yanqui feeling. 
Would you say it is more or less a dispassionate hatred they have for 
something the vy have in mind but as far as the American people are 
concerned that they do have an honest feeling of friendship? 

Mr. Fuson. I can say this, that I know many, many people who 
co in and out of Mexico all the time, Mexico City, Cuernavaca, Aca 
puleo, or whetever; and almost invariably they come back as great 
enthusiasts of Mexico. You only do that when you go some place 
where it’s friendly. As I say, the best word I can think of is the 
Spanish word simpatico. That’s the best word I can apply to them. 
They are wonderful people. I would like to see something clone some 
day to help them out of their present situation. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Well, Mr. Fuson, do you think as a result of your 
work in the area south of the United States that communism, interna- 
tional communism directed by the Soviet, is gaining or losing through 
out the hemisphere ? 

Mr. Fuson. My impression is that it was gaining up until very 
recently and it took a setback shortly after the Guatemalan revolu 
tion. 

Mr. Hinzrnas. It is your impression that the successful overthrow of 
the Communist government in Guatemala was a turning point for the 
free forces or the free nations in the hemisphere ? 

Mr. Fuson. I think only so long as we keep them getting their 
wheels going so they don’t swing back to the other side—if the vy flop 
this time and revert to communism, they will revert for good, I think. 

Mr. Hiturnas. So you think everything must be done to encourage 
them to strengthen the Government and the economic situation which 
faces them at the present time? 

Mr. Fuson. That’s it. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Do you see any danger spots, any particular areas 
as a result of your investigations, that you think are next in line or 
are present targets of communism ? 

Mr. Fuson. Yes. I have seen some areas where I believe there is 
intensive activity, but Iam not prepared at this time to say anything 
about it. 

Mr. Hitzines. Well, Mr. Fuson, we certainly appreciate your- 
excuse me. Do you have something further? 

Mr. Fuson. I would be very happy to give you the information, but 
it would only ruin the part that is yet to come. 

Mr. McManon. Perhaps you can submit that to us at some later date 
at executive session. 

Mr. Fvvson. I will be more than happy to. 
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Mr. HILLINGs. We would ap preciate recelving any uiditional 
formation you may have. We thank you for coming and for your 
contribution to the committee's study and we : appreciate the interest on 
your part and on the part of your employers in this whole problem of 
the United States relationship with our Latin American neighbors. 

This concludes the hearings in Los Angeles by the subcommittee. 
[ want to thank again my distinguished colleague, Congressman 
Bentley, who has come out he re from Mie hig ran at consi de a1" able pel 
sonal sacrifice in order to be here w ith us tod: ay and yeste rd: L\ = for 
his valuable help and assistance in the work that is being done by the 
subcommittee, I wish to thank Mr. MeMahon, who has ably assisted 
us in these hearings, Mr. Price, Miss Robey, who has been our secre- 
tary, the Armed os Radio Service for providing us the public 
address system; Mr. Campbell, the superintendent of the building 
here has been extremely gracious and helpful, and Mr. Sweeney, who 
has been assisting us here; and we want to thank him particularly 
for the hours he has put in; and Mr. Ward McConnell, our reporter ; 
and all the others who have helped make it possible for us to conduet 
what I consider to be an extremely important part of the work of the 
Select Committee on Communist Aggression ot the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Mr. Bentley and I will see each other again in Milwaukee 
next week when the full Committee on Communist Aggression holds 
meetings there under the chairmanship of Congressman Kersten. We 
will be working the next few days on the preparation of our prelimi- 
nary report which will cover the work of the committee so far, from its 
origination this summer up to the present time. 

Thank you again for the assistance, all of you, and to the witnesses 
who appeared before us. The hearing stands adjourned. 





APPENDIX 


Norr.—Nearly 100 atrocity photographs are available in the com- 
mittee files. They could not be reproduced in this report because of 
the barbaric cruelties which would offend public decency. 
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Bodily tortures were inflicted on those who admitted being anti-Communist. 
Many of these victims were among the group which had been imprisoned for 
15 months in Salama. 
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Tons of Moscow-prepared propaganda were found in Government offices after 
Arbenz fled. These were shipped from Moscow to Guatemala for widespread 
distribution in Latin America. They are all written in Spanish. 
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These are some of the publications sent from Moscow 
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Moscow propaganda material was found, as shown above, in government 
buildings. 
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List of foreign addresses to which Communist propaganda was sent 
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List of addresses for distribution of Moscow propaganda through Guatemala 
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List of members of the central committee of the Guatemalan Communist Party 
found in party headquarters. 
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A request to Senora Arbenz to help finance the trip of a Dominican Republi: 
student to the Berlin festival of 1951 
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4 list of book purchases by (then) Major Arbenz in 1949. Notice the amount of 
Communist works 





OW Fr 


COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA Zio 





we wagon =Alacaks.Athenhia Bieiaaea.ie la Defensa. 












~ ~ 
Prod. tegre . 
? gin 3 
: . 4 
L ialis ; i 
3 “ s * - a 
ae & * wd ee ~* we ~ 
. a > ie 
i es Benicia 3 ‘ 
. * sg ; 
* @S 4 Porp. Lie 
: 3 : f 
i L Bae¥GheiS de Neoware. 
* ss % : + 
i wecad ie O@cidtente. L 
de 23 of 43. 
a5 Srftica fel Proorena S. Rie 
ste< . , 
Li“ask @cno hombre pensador y Revel. 
L§ Ms ee terr Vogt. 
saif ®t ce + - 
i arcat BVOl. Pol.4el Wex. 
¥ ; - 4 . 
1 mo Bat bA Saciedasl Fo. 
Ye tngiess tiattec fe ta Wat. 
.E Stet fs Cor Sng : > 
38 tas os * a 
| Ee Wetkkext: ; 1? 44 
tis ° * » 
i 7 . ¥ ab ‘ 
> . 
et & 4a'D a @ Hind * 
* ~~. oad 
=e 2 ofan wo id ~ oe 
* ~ * ~  * : 
‘ . 
: * os « . 
zo ‘ o J wes 
‘ - : - 
; et ~ a wt \e OES * vs # 
3 
i &. . ? e@eseeeaeeenee ane “eer 





CL 


Another list of the books purchased by Arbenz in 1949. Nearly all are Red works 








276 COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA 


SBT. ah oO 3Frase 
Le envfo los litios et 
Elovio de la locurs TRSMCcecees wo Osh 
riggers 
Kedame Bovarv..ce« eeeseeeeseorcececece Vee’ 
Flores del mal de Boldelsire...... ° Oyo5 
Orfgen de la familias de inrels....- 0,50 
0,50 


2 menifiestos Comunistas.cccesecece 
Materishismo y empirocreticismo de 


LORIN < cisececess Seeeeseenes seeeeeene 1. 
Asf sm temBB’s) acercieccccccccece 1.- 
Principios elereantales de filesofia 

de Politzer....... ec seeeccecceses 1e> 


(ee ee 
p.C | { ran Ma, Lhe eee 
Ntowkz SPUN Ks JE a . 
: / pane eae 


en 
—— 


Lhe ' chirnche Clee t— , be, okey 
pu Pinef, Btlane Ske Ob 7 & Ha 
retin de May, 7K, Lin C Ay, a 


Grille Tele Sree Sora nek 
a tee CfA A. or 
Ar onl ‘enh a ~ rr. 


ener gmngrneniornncii ni 


7 


Soviet books purchased for Senora Arbenz. This is a note from her bookstore. 
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Typical example of a “peace petition” sponsored by the Communists to end the 


war in Korea. Note that every signature is by thumbprint, proving that the 
“signers” were illiterates. 
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Communist book with dedication to President Arbenz from the Salvadoran Com- 
munist poetess, Matilde Blena Lopez. 
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tamwiem, le presemie de Ue guay, Geusder, Guba y Gowts Rhea. 
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Letter to Manuel Gutierrez, CGTG Communist leader, from Cesar Godoy Urrutia, 
famous Chilean Communist, instructing Gutierrez on the change in plans of 
the Communist-sponsored international teachers’ congress to he held in \ a, 
Austria. Note: Gutierrez note to Rafael Tischler, leader of the ¢ ommunis 
controlled teachers’ union in Guatemala, to take action on Godoy s letter and 
that Tischler as a delegate to Congress should take Gutierrez) Communisi 
indoctrination books to the Congress 
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§ reo 18 de 185s 
ATRE DE BULGARIE Sefie, Marco 2 re 
everd & Sofia 





Por la pre@erte acuss a reoi $@ gu atta., de 
3 dei wes ppdo., y de cuys contenido nos hex {wus eto. 

CEUSEhOS SFAH #3 isfacoion yuegtra diepos ion ut 
y¥ publicer 1lo6@ matetieles Gut nuestra inetit.uien ce @evia- 
Cad OXEteaece Waestro agrad@ciaiento, come 8. envi Ge 
"Setaupre®, #2 cusl reolvimes recularmecte desde bace varias seManads 
wusderos @ le espera de vuestras critsa noticias, 
acrevectands le oportunidad de sglucar y weiterar nusztroa agradect~ 


, 
mientos @ usted por eu fina atercion, Buy corcigimerte. 





Letter from Bulgarian Communist propaganda leader, Comrade Petrov in Sofia. 
to Guatemaian Communist propaganda editor, Alfredo Guerra Borges, thank- 
ing him for publishing Bulgarian Communist items in the local Communist 
paper, Octubre, and also thanking him for other unspecified “attentions.’ 
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José Luis Caceros Rodriguez, sal uda 


atentamente al ciudadano Presidente de 
la Repiblica, Coronel Jacobo Arbenz, ad- 


juntandole un recuerdo de la Unién Sovié- 


tica. 
Guatemala, Enero de 1954,— 


Souvenir of the Soviet Union from Caceros, well-known Communist, to President 
Arbenz. 
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COMITE (UATEMALTECO DELIV 
FESTIVAL WUNDIAL DE LA JUVENTUD 


& 0, PN’ 8 — Guatemala 
BUCAREST — DEI, 2 AL 14 AGOSTO DPE 1953 








Por la presente s¢ hace constar que 
e1 sefior ROBERTO CASTANEDA esté autorizado por el Comi 


te Guatemalteco del IV Pestiveal Mundial de la Juventud 





y los Estudiantes por le Paz y la Amistad para recoger 
fondos destinados @ financlar la delegacién art{etica- 

@ participard en los concursos nacionales del Festi- 
vel. La delegacién artf{atica est formada por una pe- 
reja de baile que interpretara nuestros sones nacions- 
L@8. 


Guatemala, 6 de julio de 1953, 


ELAN Poy) 


(f) I Seon Torres 






Coordinador, 
tbo. 2 & 
e. o : Pa Cree. 
ee pe moe 
Recta ox Pre ahd Bane a é kh aha” a MC Lhakeay i 


contidad de cm _ pleeat2 Be toadoaacher OX acted 


“ ren MEM Me. ee at A de (ota 
let ce bie Le dltwe ts Fish PaaS 


EZ a sas oe LE Fan Send, 
nt acreage tty hl deg, ~ de joa 7 
pieeinanibnsiais | ; —_ a 


Letter and receipt showing that Mrs. Arbenz contributed $100 to pay expenses 
of a “peace festival.” 
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SUTURES 
G F. Abewindrar, Vo BR. Gutaksiaum 


VS Kewshker. Vo OB. Mitin, 
“14, Mackdlor. PN. Mixpitks 





Communist book with dedication to Senora Arbenz from Matilde Elena Lopez, 
noted Communist who was once her “private secretary.” 
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+ INSTITUTO OF FOMENTO DE LA PRODUCTION 
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Bs | 
<5 Marie Vilanova de Arbens. 

é . P..xe 


No. PaOWLSLuMAs. 
Dt. J : ae 
Rec de Doha tacks Tilenova de Achens 
fea summed de DUE Bok ll Didaladied didldhanclabedttenitesta tt Bhan MaMa th 
~ we od SB SP DO A 
per Sueapoctecton a la Algociiare Goslemelteaca.5,.4.$ cue anc lines. 


ge le entrevaran cportunanentt.- 


de \Xonic 
i 





 acieeeneteienimemmaneiel : “ emereer ‘ 


WESTITUTO OF FOMENTO OF LA PRODUCTION 
"ap Hov,. £/8 
putin 


OROAETARHTR OE CRECITS ASHOPETGAKIG BIR REHTM AE 


Le rogamos tomar nots de la hiquidecite del cheque adberide « este estado 


Coustermala 





Ce Usk. attente. 5 





Namer< 3661 Sg 


Charles Salino 


CSAP OUR BL FER OR 


A CARGO DE THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF N.Y flat 3 ? 


VENDIDO A x rhe Villanova de Arbans. eee 


OW RETE BET ADO. EF CAST OE OE EL HH TEPRBADO 


s NTUTS of POMEITS OF 44 PROOUEOION 
PMGAMENTE SEER AEs EL CMTOUE 6 


Various checks, total almost $15,000, written by Mrs. Arbenz. One is made out 
to Louis Enrique Delano, famous Chilean Communist. 
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Seflor Preside ates 

Ri cosstionartc presentade « usted por ls Yrista *TTSTON de Los 
Retadog Unidos, lo consideramos por surstra parte, come an cisetiogsrie de axtac- 
ter polictece, sbusivo « trreapoticsg, 

Rete Revists mo es de las cas seticn de log ER, Bos perece que 
talves lo mejor fuera dc jar ain constestaci $n ficks cunstionario, Ba tode caso af 
el seier Presidente ya bubiere contraido algin compremice en este sentite, sagetinos 


. oe das Peapmates acon sur conuretas, 


Mijugte eoviames a usted «i cutatfionaric 7 la forme on que ate 
patecs polefas eer contertadas, x3 © anama, 
Tambien nos parece oportame augetiti« co sete oportunidad, qa tants 
agte quaptionaric, came la entrevists eomoedida oi f'erie “Le Moate* de Pettis, F 
tedag aquelias que uste’ cong! lors aportume acecde?, geaa pabht endag ca 6) diario 


oMielal, pate evitar ,ostemiores teri veressiouts por patte de los i atetegedos, 


Respetacgamentt, 








ja} 


Note to Arbenz from Communist advisors concerning questions put to the 


President from Vision magazine. 
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+ Sr, Presic nte, recient«mente ¢) Jefe ce Estade nopteanericano, 
Zixonhower, dijo que seria "alec terrible®st e] comnisvo lograre 
stablecer una “dietedura en este continente, gfeme usted que ta) 
Sa pudivre ceurrir en Guatemala? 


2.=- Bajo le constitucio: su pats 86 permite el desenvelvinientec 
ce partidos poRiticos dé todos lose matices, inclusive ee 
Sew con excepeion de los que te nexos © obedesean de 
organizacitones extranjeras, Dec ria ilegel « cusiquier pertidc 
que viclera este preceptot 


3. Bn eu concepte --come se cpins on Seubetws algunos sectores- 
tienes el Partidetuatemalteco de Trebajo vinculaciones con 0] eamunia¢ 
mo internacional? 


4.En vista de las reourrentes fricciones entre su pale y EB.0U, pucde 
su gobierno ser caracterigade de anti-yangutt 


8.Descentado que Gyatemala ecberans, tiene perfecto deres 
chg & Comprar armee 6m ous chow on me pe ae eee ee ee Saees 
que el Srque reclentemente ide rodeado 43 demitiado miste- 


rio en vista de se trateba de una operac iicita? 


6. {Consiégeres usted que su pais esta amenasads por une invasion o 
invasiones extranjerest 


Tew gDe ser agredi ion avericams por uma Lay ag extracon= 
tinental, soananantl su on pale on la defenses de la nacidn agredidat 


»~ {Viglombra usted un mejoramicnto wmimgw on les relaciones entre 
juatemmila y EE.TU,? 


Questions put to President Arbenz by a Vision reporter. 
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1) We lo oreo, 
2} Mo es exmmctmsente camo sted fmifca ol preospt. Gonstitucionml al cual pretends 


reforirge, pero en ‘odo cago 20 me a) Presideate de la Sepfiiics « guide corres 


proale la Liey i! fon te 6 Fart! ica polit‘ cas ‘o ‘sey bage peta *]1e@> 
3) Bo tengo hasta la fecha i de que avf gra, 


4) De ninguna manera, Mi Goblernc ha man'fagtads eo Pepetidae ceagions ou dageo 


de mantener relac'ones amistossg con 6] Gobieras de los BE, iT, 
° 7. 


5} Bo lo suttan asf, 
6) Greo que si extstes *al*a amtusscag * wie sace tlempo,< ing log planes Sores Cam 
tHade, En eu declarict4a del 29 de Suero del presente afc, at Gobierno d16 pruebas 


eridentes de ge de allas, 

9) Es conoctda ia dtspoutsién de al Gobicrme de contribulr en la medid= de gu: cape 
cidades a reehagay cualquier agresifa que tenga lugar on cualquier parte del 
terPritovio Amertl came, 

@} For parte del Gotteras de Guatemale «xinte la mejor df spos ‘3 para consegul? ens 


ne Joraniento de tr lact outa, 


fat 


eRe Reet ES 





ERS eee 


Set of answers, written by Communist advisers, to be returned to Vision reporter 
as if written by Arbenz. 
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GUATEMALA CITY -- CENTRAL AMERICA 
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Letter from Julian, “The Black Eagle of Harlem,” to someone in Guatemalan 
Government. Obviously the international arms agent had been “done’”’ out 
of a fet 
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Diagram of the Communist control of the STEG national educational organiza 
tion. It is interesting to note that even the officials in charge of kindergartens 
and technical schools found it necessary to take asylum when Arbenz fell in 
June 1954. 
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lhree bank statements, checking accounts, of Mrs. Arbenz. They show that 
she had less than $20 in her account when her husband was elected. Two years 
ter she had over SS8,000 
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Two years later Mrs. Arbenz’ bank account had reached $65,869.66 in this bank 
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additional bank account showing Mrs. Arbenz’ expenditures of nearly $10,000 


in 1 month 
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Nearly 150 addition 


